Hebrews Class Notes
Introduction:

I Audience   Christians generally, but especially those who are of Jewish descent.  Second generation Christians (Hebrews 10:32 “Remember those earlier days.”  They have “been around” but have not matured in the faith as they should, and therefore need a word of encouragement.  Greater persecution is coming and the author is concerned they are not prepared and will not endure.  He is concerned that the Jewish Christians might reassimilate into Judaism proper.
In other words, it is written to Christians like us!

The strong insistence that works under the Mosaic covenant were “dead works” (6:1, 9:14) as well as his strong words about the First Covenant being obsolete (Heb 8:13) argue for a Jewish audience, but not exclusively so.

II Date of writing.   Probably AD 60-70.  The temple almost certainly still stood.  Speaks of the temple ceremonies in the present tense. Hebrews 8:13.  Will “soon” disappear.  Perhaps the armies of Rome were actually surrounding Jerusalem at the time.   After a time of a significant Christian persecution.  (10:32-34 sympathized with those in prison, suffered confiscation)AD 64 persecution of Nero?  
III Author  Paul?  Probably not, as the writing style is so different from his.  Very elegant, sometimes even poetic Greek.  Someone deeply acquainted with the Hebrew Scripture.  30 direct quotes and dozens of references.  List of heroes of the faith on the assumption that the hearers know who these people are.   Whoever the author is has both a very strong Greek and a very strong Jewish background.
Candidates:   Paul (believed for over 1000 years.  Some later manuscripts even have his name as author, but not the early ones) Tertuillian: Barnabas,   Martin Luther: Apollos (known as very well educated and a brilliant orator), still others: Priscilla, Aquila

Origen:  God only knows.

IV Style:  Not a letter (no greeting, not addressed to anyone).  It is in the style of a sermon, with points like a sermon.  

V  History of the book    Not in the earliest canon.  Clement of Alexandria (late second century) and Origen (early third century) both loved the book and used it as inspired, but acknowledged that it was controversial.
VI  Purpose   To give heart to Christians who have endured, but are tempted to waver in their faith.

VII Theme:  The preeminence of Jesus Christ.
The word “better” 13 times in the book.

The word “perfect” 15 times 

The Hebrew writer addresses the deepest interest of both Greek and Jew in Jesus.

1.  The Greek looked for the reality of which this physical world is only a shadow or reflection (Plato)  Cicero: We have no real and life-like likenss of real law and genuine justice: all we enjoy is a shadow and a sketch.

The Hebrew writer:  Jesus is that reality you seek.

2.  The Jew looked for a more perfect sacrifice (knowing that their sacrifices did not really work.

VIII Outline
I 1:1-2:18  Jesus is greater than the angels:  Therefore let us pay attention.

II 3:1-4:13  Jesus is greater than Moses: Therefore let us persevere.

III 4:14-6:12  Jesus is the Great High Priest: Therefore let us move on to maturity. 

IV 6:13-7:28 Jesus is a high priest “in the order of Melchizedek.”

V 8:1-10:39 Jesus is the author of a better covenant than that of Moses: Therefore let us persevere to the end.

VI 11:1-12:29 A practical example: The faithful cloud of witnesses. Therefore accept God’s discipline and listen to his voice.

VII  13:1-25   Summary and final advice.

IX Things to look for

1. Things for which Jesus is awesome.

            2. Let us statements: words of exhortation.  (“let us” 13 times)
3. Use of types, prefigures and foreshadows.  The author of Hebrews considers virtually everything familiar to the Jews, found in the OT, was intended all along to be prophetic of the New Covenant.

4. Warnings against “falling away.”

5. Assurance of salvation.

Hebrews exalts Jesus more than any other NT book, yet it presents him is humble and as quite human.  An amazing contrast.

Hebrews 1:1-4   Prologue

Opening of the letter:   The Hebrew writer lays out the theology of the book.  Jesus is vastly superior than anything they have considered to be great.

1:1  In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days….

Greek: polumeros  various parts (NIV times)    and  polutropos various ways

God spoke through history, poetry, prophecy, proverb

God spoke through kings (David, Solomon), patriarchs (Moses), poets (Asaph), scribes (the history books), priests (Ezra), prophets, prophetesses (Deborah), government administrators (Nehemiah)

Each writer brought out a particular aspect of God’s nature.

Hosea:  the grace of God

Amos: social justice

Isaiah: the holiness of God

David: the heart of God

Joel:  the judgment of God

Each brought a part of the message, but Jesus is the whole message.

Jesus is the ultimate prophet, (and the ultimate king, scribe, priest).

Prophets were friends of God.   Jesus WAS God.

OT promise  NT fulfillment  (also Hebrews 11:39,40 1 Pet1:10-12)

LAST DAYS   v. 2  in these last days….

The resurrection and ascension of Jesus began the last days.

(1 Pet 1:20, 1 Cor 10:11 (the fulfillment of the ages), Acts 2:15, 2 Tim 3:1)

These are the last days.  This is the final “dispensation.”

“once for all at the end of the ages” (Heb 9:26)

The eschatology of Hebrews.

Eschatology:  The branch of theology which deals with end times, resurrection, judgment, etc.

Vs. 2-4  In some of the most beautiful Greek prose in the Bible, the Hebrew writer summarizes how amazing Jesus is.    (parallel Colossians 1:5-19)
a. He inherits everything.   Parallel:  Col 1:15 firstborn over all creation

b. He is the means through which God made the universe. (aiones literally ages)  
                            Created.  Coll 1:16  all things created by him and for him)
c. He is the apaugasma of God’s radiance.   The shining forth of God’s glory.  He is the means by which God’s glory is revealed.   (John 8:12  I amthe light of the world)

d. He is the character (exact representation, image, wax seal) of God.   Want to see God?  Fine, look at Jesus     (John 1:18  no one has seen God, but Jesus has made him known)

e. He sustains all things.    Beginning (creator of all) middle (sustainer of all) end (inheritor of all).            
f. Provides for purification from sin.  This, of course, is discussed thoroughly in Hebrews.
g. Mediates for us at God’s right hand.   (Note: he is sitting down. Aaronic priests in 

                                         the temple never sat down)

Jesus is Prophet, Priest and King  (at God’s right hand).   He holds all three offices of religions service that the Jews had.
Is Jesus mind-blowingly great or what?

Hebrews 1:4-14   Jesus is greater than the angels.

v. 4  higher in rank, superior  lit.  better name   Jesus’ name:  SON
Angel (Greek: aggeloi  Hebrew: malakim)  =  messenger

Context for angels in Hebrews:

Greek philosophy    God is very distant.  We need messengers, go-betweens, emanations.

Jews:  Angels communicate (mediate) between God and man.  Angels deliver the Law at Sinai, rather than God directly   (Gal 3:19, Acts 7:53) 

OT and angels:

Archangels  Michael (archangel over Israel Dan 10:21 Michael, your prince)

Gabriel  (God’s special messenger   Daniel 8:16, Luke 1:19)
Cherubim (Ezekiel 10, Genesis 3:24, etc)   (attend God?)

Seraphim (Isaiah 6:6)

Guardian angels (Matt 18:10)

Satan is a “fallen” angel?

The writer of Hebrews’ point:     Jesus is more excellent, by far, than angels.

1. He has a greater name (position) v. 5  SON  (quoting Psalm 2:7 2 Sam 7:14)
2. Angels are temporary and changing.  v. 7  They are winds and fires (temporary?)    But Jesus is forever.

      4 Esdras 8:21    God, “before whom the heavenly host stand in terror and at your word change to wind and fire.”       Angels are changeable, temporary.   Jesus is unchangeable and permanent.

Quotes Ps  104:4, Psalm 45:6,7, Ps 102:25-27, Ps 110:1 all as evidence that Jesus is unchanging and eternal.

v. 11   they will perish, but you remain…

3.  They are ministering spirits, Jesus is the one they minister to  v. 14
     In fact, they minister to us.  

Application to us?   Don’t admire the messenger (preacher, author, teacher, idea, system, success, etc.)   admire Jesus!

Hebrews 2:1-18    Exhortation #1   Pay careful attention to the message!

 “pay attention =  Prosechein: To moor a ship

 “drift away =   Pararrein: A ship that has been carelessly allowed to drift perhaps carried away by the tide.  Slip away through inattention.
Christians don’t usually suddenly fall away. It begins by careless drifting.

How to avoid this?  Anchor your lives to what has been taught so that you do not drift past the safe harbor and your life becomes a wreck on the rocks.

The point:  If the Jews had to pay attention to a law delivered by angels, to the point that to not listen meant to be killed, where does that put us in relation to a message delivered by God’s son?

Two types of disobedience:

Parabasis= “violation” = stepping across the line or  Out right rebellion

Parakoe=  “disobedience” =  imperfect hearing or careless hearing or unwillingness to hear.

Do not ignore (neglect) such a great salvation.
This salvation was proclaimed by:

1. Jesus  (announced by the Lord v. 3)

2. By those who heard him (the apostles and other witnesses)

3. Wonders, signs, miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Vs:5-18 Jesus our savior who can relate to us!

God’s plan was to put everything in creation at our feet, but WE FAILED!

v. 6  man… the son of man.  repeating himself.  The “son of man” here is us.  (man is “son of man” 80 times in Ezekiel Ezek 21:2, 30:2, etc.

v. 7  You made him a little lower than the angels for a little while Remember, we will judge angels (1 Cor 6:3)

v. 8   Man is NOT in control even though God put everything under him.

God gave us the responsibility and we messed up badly!

Vs:9 Jesus was made “a little lower than the angels” as well.  (Not lower in importance, but lower in power.)  Note Hebrews 2:16    It is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants.

v. 9   Jesus tasted death so that we will not have to.  (this is spiritual death, the death we suffer because we are children of Adam)

v. 10-18   Jesus became just like us.    He can relate to us in every way.

v. 10  because he suffered like us we are saved
v. 11  Because he came here, we are “of the same family.”

v. 14  Because he shared our humanity, we are no longer slaves (note the prefigure in what Moses did is freeing the Jews from slavery, see ch 3)

v. 16  Because he is like us, he is a merciful high priest (much more on that later).

v. 17  Because he suffered, he can relate and help those who are tempted.

We couldn’t go to God, so he came to us
Vs:10 The author of our salvation was made perfect through suffering.  He could understand and relate to our struggles because he went through them as well.

 “Archegos” = Pioneer, founder, author, originator, trailblazer  

“Teleioin”= Perfecter, finisher, final touch of our faith    

Jesus is the beginning, the middle and the end of our salvation.

v. 13    A picture.   Jesus before God.    Jesus is not ashamed to call us brothers.   Here I am and the children God has given me.

III   Jesus is greater than Moses.

3:1  Fix your attention  katanoein (consider, ponder, meditate on, concentrated gaze)  on Jesus       Why? if you looked at Moses, Jesus is so much greater than Moses.

Hebrews 3:3   Jesus has greater honor than Moses (fighting words to the Jews!).  Why?  The builder is more important than the building.   Moses was a household servant.  Jesus owns the house.

v. 5  Moses was great, no doubt    “faithful in all God’s house.”  (from Numb 12:6-7)
v. 6  But Jesus is faithful over God’s house

Moses brought the law, Jesus is the Law

Moses gave them bread, Jesus is the bread

Moses gave them water, Jesus is the water     The reality is in Christ!!!

Moses was about Jesus.

3:6  Who is God’s household?  Those who hold to our confession to the end.

Exhortation #2    Do not turn away (3:12)   Do not fall short  (Hebrews 4:1).  Do not fall in the desert as they did…Make every effort.  Do not rest..   
If they had to listen to Moses, how much more ought we to listen to Jesus.

A good start is not enough.  “A genuine faith is a persistent faith.”  

Notice 3:9  these 40 years.  Remember that for the immediate audience it has been almost exactly 40 years since the church began.

This section is very emotional.  Creating a picture.    Bodies scattered in the desert.

4:2    The message was of no value.  Why?   no faith.   The result:  You will never enter my rest.

Greek:  katapausis  rest    

4:7   The “Today” he is referring to is   “These last days”    
4:8  For if Joshua had given them rest  (KJV if Jesus had given them rest)

The point:  Although the Jews did, in fact, enter the Promised Land, this was not the TRUE Promised Land and they did not really have rest there.   That is why David can say “Today if you hear his voice.”  Because David’s people had not yet entered the REAL rest.  Only a foreshadow of the true rest in heaven.

v. 9  But…  There does remain a rest for us.   Therefore do not rest….Your work is not finished.

4:9    Q:  What is our Sabbath-rest?    Heaven!!!
4:10   Make every effort to enter that rest.   You will not accidentally make it.  It takes work.    (Phil 2:12 work out [not for] your salvation
What is at stake?  Everything!!!!

· They shall never enter my rest 3:11, 4:5

· We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly to the end the confidence we had at first.   3:14

· They were not able to enter because of their unbelief  3:19

· Some… did not go in because of their disobedience 4:6

· So that no one will fall by following their example of disobedience 4:11

· 3:14  We are  (present tense) partakers in Christ if we hold fast to the end   (already but not yet concept)

Q:  How can we assure ourselves we will enter that rest?

a. Heb 3:12-14    give and receive encouragement from fellow-wanderers.  Paralakeo  =  coming alongside to give help
b. Don’t stop, don’t rest, don’t give up, don’t look back, don’t rebel.

c.  Fear this!!  4:1  (note: NIV is poor here again—be careful)  What should we fear?   That we fall short of it.  A healthy fear of falling short.

c. Heb 4:12-13   Let the word of God do its work.  Listen up.  Let it affect your thoughts (mind) and your attitudes (heart).  
IV Heb 4:14-5:10.  Jesus is greater than the High Priest!

Q:  What did the High Priest do?   Once a year, he made intercession for the sins of all the people.  He formed a bridge between man and God.
Jesus is like the earthly High Priest in several ways:

a. Human, can relate.  Tempted like us in every way (Heb 4:15)  (only more than us because he did not give in.  One of the greatest kinds of suffering is temptation.  All of us gave in at one time, and therefore lessened that suffering).  
b. Makes intercession for us.  Offers mercy, grace. (Hebrews  4:16)
c. Selected by God from among men (Heb 5:1,4-5)
d. Represents man to God (Heb 5:1)

e. Offered gifts (sweet smelling offerings) and sacrifices (sin and guilt offering)  5:1
But Jesus is much greater than the High Priest:

a. In the heavenly tabernacle, not the earthly one. “Has gone through the heavens” (v. 14)  
b. Was without sin.  (Hebrews 4:15)
c. Did not have to offer sacrifices for his own sin (Heb 5:3)

d. Of the order of Melchizedek. Heb 5:6,9 Ps 110:4)
e. A priest forever  (Heb 5:6).  
f. He brings us into the real throne of grace, not the copy in the Holy of Holies. (4:16).  What confidence we can have! (parallel Heb 10:19-22)

Hebrews 5:2  He can deal gently    metriopatheia  we get the word empathy  Sympathetic feeling.   Bear with people without becoming irritated. 
What a great gift we have as Christians—a High Priest who can sympathize with us in the deepest possible way!

The Greek could not imagine Heb 5:7 being applied to God.  “Loud cries and tears”   “reverent submission.”  
Jews:  God is holy, separate, omnipotent, righteous, distant, removed.

Greeks (stoics)   God cannot experience any feeling, or he is somehow superior to us.  God is totally dispassionate.

Hebrews:    God has empathy, fellow-feeling with us.

Aside:  Heb 5:2  He deals gently with those who are ignorant and going astray.  OT never conceived of a sacrifice for willful sins.

Unpardonable sin is sin of presumptuousness.  Willful sin.  In the OT, only unwilling sin, accidental sin could be removed by the actions of the High Priest.

Hebrews 10:26,  Lev 4:13   Numb 15:22-31 esp v. 30-31   Deut 17:12

In what sense did Jesus “learn” through obedience?  He learned in the sense of experiencing the suffering which we faithful Christians  know comes with obedience.

He was “numbered with the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12).

Aside:  Heb 5:9   Made perfect (telios)  means mature, completing the task.  Jesus’ suffering completed his preparation to be our High Priest.
Hebrews 5:11-6:20  Exhortation #3   Grow up (or you will fall away)

Their ears are dull   nothros   slow-moving in mind, torpid, witlessly forgetful, dull of hearing.     God has spoken to you repeatedly and you JUST DON’T GET IT.

 “He who ceases to be better, ceases to be good.”

Ministers:  If your member are not growing, you should be VERY concerned.

v. 13  Anyone on milk is, by definition, an infant.

Parallel passages for milk vs solid food:  1 Pet 2:2, 1 Cor 2:6, 3:2, 14:20  Eph 4:13.

Taking in solid food requires training.  Practicing.  v. 14  Acquired godly habits and the ability to distinguish good and evil on a more subtle level.  This maturity the Hebrew writer is talking about involves both maturing in depth of knowledge and in practical behavior.
6:1-2   Elementary teachings   stoicheia = the ABCs
a. repentance

b. faith 

c. baptism

d. the Holy Spirit     In the early church, they layed hands on the baptized person as a symbol of receiving the HS.

e. Resurrection

f. Judgment     

What is the point of going on to maturity?   6:4-8  Warning against falling away.

You could lose everything you have!!!!   In fact, you could end up worse off than you were at first. (2 Pet 2:22)

Just in case there was any doubt who the Hebrew writer is talking about:

a. been enlightened  (NT church “enlightened” = baptized)

b. tasted the heavenly gift (salvation?)

c. shared in the Holy Spirit

d. tasted the goodness of the word

e. tasted the coming age (saved)

Impossible…. if you fall away…. to be renewed to repentance.

Why?   Publicly crucifying Jesus again!   Spitting on Jesus.

Hebrews 10:29   trampled the Son of God under foot…. insulted the Holy Spirit.

This is the unforgivable sin 1 John 5:16.  This is blasphemy of the HS (Matt 12:32).  

Hebrews 6:9-20  Encouragement and confidence.

6:9-12   The solution:  work hard, love God, help his people, be diligent to the end.    The Hebrew writer is concerned he has come across too hard.  He needs to encourage us.  (beloved v. 9)    Put up with the arid times in your faith.  If you persevere, times of blessing will come.  In any case, you will be saved.
6;13-end   God’s assurance.  He will take care of you if you hang in there.

v. 13  God swore by himself:  

God swore on oath  (Genesis 22:16-18)  Genesis 22:16  “As I live”     
[God has only done this twice.  Gen 22:16 and Ps 110:4  So not only is the Promise to Abraham sure, the promise that Jesus is the perfect High Priest is also sure. (Heb 7:20-22)]

4 impossible things in Hebrews

a.  6:4 to be renewed to repentance once fallen away.

b.  6:18 for God to lie

c. 10:4  for the blood of bulls and goats to remove sin

d. 11:6  to please God without faith.

 “Two unchangeable things”  1. God’s word   2. His oath on top of that.

Your anchor is behind the veil.  
The “anchor” is Jesus forerunnerhood  (v. 20) (prodromos), his firstfruithood as a priest in the heavenly tabernacle.

Jesus is like a scout who check ahead that all is clear.

Summary:  If only you do not turn back, you can be assured of your salvation.  You do not have to do amazing.  You can struggle.  Sometimes you will just hang on to the anchor.  You may be like Lot who barely escaped, but at least he did not look back.  2 Pet 2:7  Lot, a righteous man…

CH 7  The heart of Hebrews!
V  The Priesthood of Jesus is greater than the Levitical/Aaronic Priesthood.    (and, by the way, Jesus is greater than Abraham)

Melchizedek   Genesis 14:18     Psalm 110:4
1.  Without genealogy, without descendents. (Hebrews 7:3)

His point is not that he had no parents, but that he was not a priest by genealogy.   All Jewish priests had to prove they were descended directly from Aaron.    (Ezra 2:61-63) 

2.  A priest, but not of the family of Levi.

3.   “Without beginning of days or end of life” (Hebrews 7:3)  Did he die?

4.  The King of Salem (Jerusalem) (Genesis 14:18)

5.  He blessed Abraham. (Genesis 14:19)

6.  Abraham offered him a tithe/sacrifice (Genesis 14:20).

7.  He remains a priest forever. (Hebrews 7:3, Psalm 110:4)

Melchizedek is a prefigure of Jesus Christ.

1. Melchizedek means King of Righteousness.

2. King of Salem means King (prince?) of Peace.

3. The King of physical Jerusalem.    (Jesus is king of spiritual Jerusalem)

4. Jesus had neither beginning nor end of days.

5. Without descendants.

6. High Priest because of his character, not by descent.

Levitical priests:  Character had nothing at all to do with it.  (Ezra 2:61-63  Priests debarred for lack of “paperwork.”

Melchizedek priests:  Heredity has nothing to do with it.

7. Greater than Abraham (because Abraham offered sacrifice) (John 8:53-58).

8. Gave Abraham bread and wine—a prefigure of the last supper, Lord’s Supper) 

9.  Not a Levite  Heb 7:6 (implies that the priesthood of Jesus is universal; not just for the Jews)

10. A priest and a king (unlike any Jew).
An aside:    What is a priest, anyway?

· A Pontifex  Literally, a bridge-builder.  A mediator.   An advocate.   A representative.   One who give access.

· The bridge before Jesus:

· The Law      Righteousness
· The Priest and the Sacrificial System     To make up for the difference
The Hebrew Writer’s argument:

· Abraham offered Melchizedek a tithe/sacrifice  The lesser priesthood (Abraham, Levi) offers to the greater (Melchizedek, Jesus). Hebrews 7:4-9.

Also, Melchizedek blessed Abraham.

a. This shows Jesus is greater than Abraham.

b. This prefigures the fact that a new priesthood and a new law was required.  Hebrews 7:11-16

Heb 7:11  a rhetorical question.    If perfection could have been attained…    It could not.

If a new priesthood was prefigured in Melchizedek, then a new Covenant was as well.  v. 12  a new law.   As with the priest, so with the covenant 

How different will this new covenant be?  A different as Levi and Melchizedek.  ie. very different.

· Why?  The old priests died (v. 23-25), and they were not perfect (v. 26-28).

The Aaronic priests had to offer sacrifice “first for his own sins” 7:27)

· Melchizedek a priest forever by an oath from God (remember Hebrews 6:17-18)   Hebrews 7:21-22.

· Hebrews 7:28   The law appoints as high priests men who are weak, but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever.

Conclusion (and bridge to Hebrews 8):    Hebrews 7:22   Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.

Hebrews 8:5   They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven.

Hupodeigma   sketch-plan, diorama
Skia  shadow, reflection, silhouette
Heb 10:1  The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves.
Why focus on the shadow when the reality is in the room!

a. We have already seen that the Aaronic priesthood was a foreshadow of Jesus’ priesthood.

b. The First Covenant was a foreshadow of the New Covenant (ch 8).

c. The Jewish Tabernacle was a foreshadow of the Heavenly Tabernacle (Hebrews 9:1-11).

d. Old Covenant sacrifices were a foreshadow of New Covenant sacrifice:  The blood of Jesus. (Hebrews 9:12-10:18)

The point:
Everything under the Law of Moses was just a preparation for something much greater, of which the Law, priesthood, tabernacle and so forth were just an anticipation, a suggestion, a physical prophecy.

Hebrews 8:1-2   Jesus serves in the true tabernacle, not the copy.  He serves in the heavenly one—the one where God is.    (no wonder he concludes with Heb 8:13)
8:3  What does a priest bring?  Gifts and sacrifices.   Jesus also brought gifts and sacrifices.     (more on this later)

8:5  Notice:  “Do everything according to the pattern shown you.”  
8:6-13   The New Covenant in Jesus is far superior to the Old Covenant. Jer31:31-34 
Vs. 6  A new mediator    mesites   go-between, peace-maker, mediator, reconciler 

How is the New Covenant superior?

1. Based on the righteousness of Jesus, rather than that of human beings. (v.9)

2.  Personal relationship with God—not through a human mediator. (v. 10,11).  We will know God.  It will be an intimate relationship.   
3. Real, lasting forgiveness. (v. 12)

v. 13.  The “new” covenant is now here, making the old one obsolete.  It is fading, and will soon disappear.

This happened in AD 70     Vespasian AD 69   Titus  AD 70  (The Jewish Wars by Josephus)

Hebrew Chapter Nine       The Heavenly Tabernacle vs the Earthly Tabernacle.                          

The purpose of the Tabernacle?    Exodus 25:8    “that I may dwell in their midst.”

Coming before God:

The Jews could only come to the gate

The Levites could come into the courtyard

The Priests could come into the Holy Place

The High Priest came into the Holy of Holies, one day a  year for a few minutes.

The problem in the Old Covenant:

The High Priest could only mediate for a few minutes per year, and even that only after offering a sacrifice for his own sin.

9:7  Notice, the sacrifices were only for sins committed “in ignorance.”  There never was sacrifice in any of the Jewish system for willful sin (Hebrews 10:26)

9:8  The HS was teaching us to expect a new and better covenant/sacrifice.  There was no way for the rest of us to come before God as long as God was in the H of H’s  on earth (rather than the one in heaven)
9:9,10  This was just physical stuff.  It was not reality.  It was just a symbolic representation of the reality.  In reality it did absolutely nothing.  If it did anything, it was only through the blood of Jesus.
9:11  The key verse in this little section.   When Christ came…. he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle.

9:12-10:18   A better sacrifice.

A beautiful verse:  Hebrews 9:12-14      The blood of bulls and goats and the red heifer were mere shadows.  They only created ceremonial cleanness, not actual cleanness.   (see also Heb 10:2-4)
Bulls and goats refer to the Day of Atonement.  The whole idea of the Day of Atonement was to provide for purification of sins.  The Hebrew writer:  it never worked.  It only created ceremonial cleanness.
The Day of Atonement was only a foreshadow.  The reality if the Real Day of Atonement.  The Day Jesus died on the cross.   (Remember Hebrews 10:1)
The Red Heifer sacrifice:  a foreshadow of the sacrifice of Jesus:  (see power point for a list of foreshadows in the Red Heifer sacrifice)
The point of the Hebrew writer:  All this was pretty great, but it only created ceremonial (physical) cleanness.  The blood of Jesus is much greater.  (Hebrews 9:14)
9:15  The blood of Jesus a ransom.

9:16  Forgiveness for sins committed before we were baptized, so that we are pure enough to come into an agreement about those committed after our baptism.
9:16-22  the analogy to a will.  
A new covenant diatheke  will   agreement which goes into effect upon a death.   Only one person is responsible.  Only one author.

Normal Greek word for a covenant/contract was suntheke  which is an agreement or contract between equals.
Leviticus 17:11  The life of every creature is in its blood….  It is the blood makes atonement for one’s life.

v. 22  summary:  and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness (because the will/covenant must be sealed)

v. 23  The greater sacrifice acts in a greater sanctuary. the lesser sacrifice  (bulls, goats, red heifer) only ceremonially, outwardly cleansed the lesser tabernacle (v. 23 the copies of the heavenly things).

Better sacrifice (v. 23)  Why?

The lesser sacrifice:

The greater sacrifice

outward (appearance)

inward (reality)

temporary, repeated

eternal, only once

ceremonial


real

not voluntary


voluntary (ex. red heifer)  
mechanical                                 spontaneous (due to love)  

not aware                                   rational.   

v. 27   He is simply stating an analogy.  How many times do we die?  How many times did Jesus have to die?  

Hebrews 10:   A recapitulation of Ch 8,9.  

10:1  The law is only a shadow (dim copy)    Shadows have no power.  The reality (accurate picture, perfect representation)  has great power.

v. 1   For this reason (the fact that it is only a shadow, not a reality) it can never, by the same sacrifice repeated year after, make anyone perfect.

v. 4 blood of bulls and goats has no power  

v. 7.  But Jesus came voluntarily to offer his life.  “Here I amI have come  to do your will, O God.”    
7,9  Jesus’ sacrifice was efficacious because of his perfect, obedient will.  (1 Sam 15:22    Psalm 51:16-17    Hosea 6:6    Micah 6:6-8)  God wants obedience.  A bull or ram could not be willfully obedient.
v. 11  sacrifices, which can never take away sins.

Application;  If you want to sacrifice for and serve God, you had better do it in an obedient way, and it is best if truly voluntary (2 Cor 9:7)  

It is not wrong to do something because you “have to” but this is not the kind of sacrifice God wants or the kind which will bring blessings on you or the church.

Hebrews 10:19-22   Summary/Transition before moving on to the last exhortation:

  Therefore….   If we have such great things, brothers, let us draw near to God in full assurance of faith.  This is my favorite passage in Hebrews.
Exhortation #4     Summary exhortation.  Persevere, stay faithful, follow the example of the faithful.  Do not give up what you have.T

The theology is done.  Now, let us get to the practical.    Salad time.   Let us….

1.  10:22  Let us draw near [to God]

2.  10:23  Let us hold to our confession of hope without wavering

Remember God is faithful.  He will take care of his end of the bargain

3.  10:24  Let us be concerned about one another and encourage one another toward love and good deeds

4  10:25   Let us not stop meeting together.

5.  10:25  Let us encourage one another

as you see the Day approaching (when Jesus comes back)   Keep that lamp full of oil. (Matthew 25)
Summary of Heb 10:24-25: A selfish Christianity is a contradiction in terms.

Hebrews 10:26-31.  The sternest warning in the Bible.  The horror of sin.

Hebrew writer remembers Deuteronomy 17:2-7.

The point:  persecution is coming, but the greatest danger to the church (and to the individuals in the church) will always be sin in the camp.

Jesus is so much greater: How, then, can you fall into sin, and how much more, then do you thing we deserve punishment if we do.

Falling away:  the heart of the matter   Heb 10:26  if we deliberately and continually sin.   hekousios  deliberate, habitual, willful

God will take revenge on those who trample the Son of God, his blood and the Spirit he gave to dwell in us.   Deut 32:35  It is mine to avenge.  I will repay.

An aspect of God we do not like to think about. Justice.  Vengeance.  (Rev 14:17-20, Rev 6:10

Hebrews 10:32.  You have been running a good race.  Do not throw it away now, even if the going gets tough.  You need endurance.  

Summary of this section:  Let us not be of those who “draw back and are destroyed”  but rather let us have faith and obtain life.

Hebrews 11The key to perseverance is faith!!!!!

Hebrews 11  Heroes in the faith as examples for us.

Heb 11:1  The definition of faith.   Q:  What is faith?

Faith is believing the facts of the Bible

Faith is trusting the promises of the Bible

Faith is obeying the commands of the Bible

Heb 11:1   Faith, ultimately, comes down to things we cannot see.  We cannot see our salvation, we cannot see heaven, we cannot see hell.

Faith in Jesus and in the inspiration of the Bible is supported by much evidence, but in the end, there is always a huge aspect of “things we cannot see.”

Faith requires that we deny our senses.  This is not easy.

The point of Hebrews:    v. 2  This is what the ancients were commended for.     Look at these men and women.  By faith they denied worldly pleasures, fame and fortune:  all for things they could not see.

Why were these men and women commended?  Why are they heroes of the faith?   They refused what the world calls greatness and staked everything on God.  They refused to be deterred by what is seen.

To the Hebrews: We have something so much greater.  We see so much more.  How can we deny the faith?

Example:  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego vs.  Nebuchadnezzar.

Hebrews 11:3    By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command.   What is seen was made out of what is unseen.  (science confirms this claim)
His point:  What is unseen is greater than what is seen, because it (what is unseen) created what is seen.  Therefore, let us focus on what is unseen:   God.

1.  By faith Abel...   A faithful sacrifice.     He speaks even though he is dead.  I want my legacy to count.  How can that happen?   By doing thing which you can only do because of faith.

2. By faith Enoch...  He believed that his reward comes from God, not from men or from himself.

3. By faith Noah…  “when warned about things not yet seen”  (2 Peter 3:3-9)

Think about Noah building that ark.  That took amazing faith.  And Noah had so much less reason to be faithful than we!!!!!!!

Us;  use your gift to build a ministry through which people in the world can be saved.

4. By faith, Abraham…   11:8  By faith Abraham left…   Why?  Because of faith in something he could not see.  He did not even know where he was going.  

This is a wonderful type of our leaving, following Jesus, and making it to heaven.  The difference is we know where we are going (by faith)

By faith, Abraham became a father.  (as can we)
In two senses, he became a father by faith:

1. Literally.  It was humanly impossible for Sarah to give birth, yet Abraham believed.     2. Figuratively  (ie as a prefigure).    Romans 4:16-17  He is the father of us all.
Abraham paved the way.  Let us follow in his path;

a. out of Ur.    (out of sin)

b. to Mt. Moriah.     (the sacrifice of Jesus)

Also note 11:19  Abraham reasoned that God could raise Isaac.  A reasoned faith and a deep, unfathomable faith.   No wonder he is the father of us all.

As Chrysostom put it:  “The things of God seemed to fight against the things of God, and faith fought with faith, and the commandment fought with the promise.”     Yet Abraham, in faith, obeyed the command.

Q: What is it you are not willing to give up to God?  God is calling you to sacrifice it.

The key to Hebrews 11:  
11:13  All these people were still living by faith when they died.  They made it!

The challenge to us.  They saw it only from afar (by foreshadows and prefigures),  yet they were willing to become aliens and strangers.

Xenoi stranger, alien, refugee.   We get Xenophobic  hatred of foreigners from this.

Parepidemos a temporary resident.  Staying in a hotel, not a home.  A guy with a green card.  No roots, no permanent place.

“The world is a bridge.  The wise man will pass over it but will not build his house on it.”

v. 15  you can always go back!

v. 16  but God has a better country prepared for you.  Heaven.

All this is foreshadowed in the wanderings of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and his sons.

5. By faith Moses….    Moses gave up fame and fortune—things given to him by God!

Vs. 25-26  hints of persecution to come to the Hebrews.

Vs. 27   he persevered because he saw him who is invisible.  Moses gave up everything the world valued.  Why? Because he wanted people to enter the Promised Land.  
To him, disgrace with God’s people was more valuable than all the treasures in Egypt.

6. 11:30f  other examples.  By faith, the walls of Jericho fell

Heb 11:32-38.   Insignificant people did amazing things, who faced overwhelming odds  and made it to heaven.  How?  By faith, of course.

Shut the mouths of lions:  Daniel

Quenched the fury of the flames:  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego

Escaped the edge of the sword:  Elijah?

Women received back their dead: Elijah (1 Kings 17:17) Elisha (2 Kings 4:8)

Stoned:  Zechariah 2 Chron 24:20-22

Sawn in two.   Isaiah? (a legend of the Jews)

Put to death by the sword, etc.    1 & 2 Maccabees

Vs. 39  None of them received what was promised in their life.  None!!!  We do (at least in a sense) as we are saved.

Vs. 40  If they are saved at all, it is only with us.

Hebrews 12:1-2   If they could do it, so can we.  Be steadfast and persevere.

Advice:

1. Keep your eye on the goal:  in heaven with Jesus (v. 2)

2. Throw off whatever will hinder you in the race (v. 1)

3. Look at Jesus (and at the cloud of faithful witnesses) (v. 2-3)


a. the pioneer.   The trail blazer.  archegos


b. the perfector.  The completer.  teleios    He has endured the entire 

                  thing and has achieved victory.  Just follow him.

4. Jesus “despised the shame” of the cross.

5. Accept hardship as discipline from God which will strengthen you. 12:4-13   A lot of time on this. He must think we struggle with accepting hardship and discipline from God.

If you cannot adopt this attitude toward trial and discipline, you will not make it.

Attitudes toward discipline:

a. accept it with resignation

b. accept it and get over it as soon as possible

c. accept it with a woe is me attitude

d. accept it with resentment as punishment

e. accept it as coming from a loving father.

6. Do not allow bitterness to take root or disappointment at the sins and mistakes for others take your focus from the goal. (v. 14-17)    You could lose your salvation, as did Esau over a silly little thing.  Do not sell your inheritance for a bowl of lentil soup!

v. 17  Afterward he could not repent metanoia   A warning:  If you fall away, it will be too late.   You will reach a point that you cannot repent, even if you want to!

Hebrews 12:18-24  A recapitulation of the apologetic argument.

You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire—to terrifying Mt. Sinai.    This is the most holy event in the entire history of the Jews.   He saved this for last.

Exodus 19  esp Exodus 19:12-13  The giving of the Law to Moses. Also Deut 4:11.

No, you have come to something far, far greater.  You have come to Jesus.

A wonderful passage:  Heb 12:22-24

12:25-29   Therefore:  “do not refuse him who speaks.  Worship him with reverence and fear, for God is a consuming fire.   If there was punishment for those who refused to listen to the former revelation, there will be even further punishment to those who refuse the warning from heaven.

v. 26   Once more I will shake both the earth and the heavens.   From Haggai 2:6     A prophecy of the New Covenant    “I will shake the heavens.”

Ch 13.  Final exhortations.   The book and the sermon are already done.  The writer is making some final comments and giving advice.

Six essential qualities of the Christian life:

1. Brotherly love.  Heb 13:1  Love one another (1 Pet 1:22)       This summarizes several of the points already made in the book.  Heb 3:12-14,  Heb 10:24-25  

2. Hospitality  Heb 13:2  Entertain strangers.  Probably principally a reference to Christians who came through town or moved to that city.  

Note the situation in 1st century Rome.  Inns were filthy, dangerous and expensive.

Entertaining angels:  Genesis 18:1f and Judges 13:3f

3. Sympathy for those in trouble. Heb 13:3    Many fellow-Christians were in prison.  Heb 10:33  
For us: Let us remember that those who are despised by the world are our friends.  Jesus was “the friend of sinners.”

Tertullian:  “If there happen to be any in the mines or banished to the islands or shut up in prisons for nothing but fidelity to the cause of God’s church, they become the nurslings of their confession.
This is a big part of our evangelism program.   Matthew 9:35-38

4. Sexual Purity.   Heb 13:4   Avoid adultery and sexual immorality. 

The Christians were what the Greek philosophers thought only a tiny fraction of the highly educated elite could ever be.  They lived like true philosophers.

Galen pointed out this striking feature of the Christian church.  He said that their teaching of “rewards and punishments in a future life” let do a lifestyle “not inferior to that of genuine philosophers.”  To Galen, this fact was especially notable in the disciples’ “restraint in cohabitation,” “self-control in matters of food and drink,” “keen pursuit of [social] justice” and “contempt of death.”  

5. Contentment about things of the world. Heb 13:5-6   1 Timothy 5:6-10  Godliness with contentment is great gain….  If we have food and clothing we will be content with that.

Uses Joshua 1:5 and Psalm 118:6-7  

6.  Respect for leaders  Heb 13:7-8, 17.
v. 7 Follow the example of the spiritually mature.  Great advice.  

v. 8  Jesus Christ is the same…  A strange statement.  Why?  Show respect to leaders (who, of course, come and go) because of respect to Jesus.

Heb 13:17  Golden Rule Membership.  (Judges 5:1)
Heb 13:9-16  Warning against returning to Jewish ways of thinking.  Avoid the heresy of the Judaizers.

v. 9 Uses the example of kosher foods.

v. 10 “We have our own altar.”  Might be a reference to Gnostic concerns.

v.  11-13  Jesus suffered outside the camp.  The point:  do not be intimidated by fear of losing your place with your fellow Jews who are not Christians (or perhaps with theJudaizing Christians) into following their traditions.

v. 13  Let us, like Jesus, experience “disgrace” if being different means we will be persecuted.

For us:  Do not be attracted to the things of the world.  Do not give in to peer pressure.  Like he already said  “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.  What can man do to me?”

Heb 13:18-19.  Oh, and by the way, don’t forget to pray for us!

“so I may be restored to you.  A hint about the audience.  The recipients are people the Hebrew writer formerly lived with.
13:20-21  Doxology
13:22-25 Post Script
Hebrews and “Perseverence of the Saints.”  Predestination.

First:  Hebrews and “falling away”—losing our salvation.

The doctrine of falling away is presented in by far its clearest in the NT in Hebrews.

Scriptures in Hebrews which nail this teaching:

The entire book was written to prevent Christians from losing their salvation.

Warnings against falling away.

Hebrews 2:1-3  

Hebrews 3:7-11  They shall never enter my rest.

Hebrews 3:14  We… share in Christ IF we hold firmly till the end….

Hebrews 3:16-4:11   esp.  3:16-4:1

Hebrews 6:4-8   Who is he talking to?

· a. been enlightened  (NT church “enlightened” = baptized)

· b. tasted the heavenly gift (salvation?)

· c. shared in the Holy Spirit

· d. tasted the goodness of the word

· e. tasted the coming age (saved)

· It is impossible… if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance.

· They are crucifying the Son of God all over again.

Hebrews 10:26-31

· Crucifying the Son of God all over again.

· Subjecting Jesus to public disgrace

· Trampling the Son of God under foot. (Heb 10:29)

· Insulted the Holy Spirit (Heb 10:29)

· Blasphemed (spoken against) the Holy Spirit (Matt 12:32)

· Committed the unforgivable sin (1 John 5:16, Luke 12:10)

· What is the “unforgivable sin?”   To willfully, deliberately continue in sin. (Hebrews 10:26)

Hebrews 12:14-17

Hebrews 12:25  If they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth (Moses), how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven (Jesus).

Q:  Is it true that once one is saved it is without doubt that this person will in fact be in heaven?

Q: What scriptures might one use to support this doctrine that it is literally impossible for a saved person to lose that salvation?  Romans 8:37-39  John 10:27-29.

The doctrine “once saved, always saved” is the “P” in TULIP.

This doctrine is the last leg in a long series of logical progression of thought which begins with “original sin.”

History of predestination as a Christian doctrine.

1. Augustine of Hippo (354-430).   The most influential theologian in Western Christianity throughout the Medieval period and during the Reformation.  

Wrote “The City of God.”  God is so sovereign that we can have no part whatever to play in our own salvation.  Therefore, we are only saved because God chooses us.  (as opposed to Pelagius, who acknowledged that a human response leads to our salvation)

[Cyprian (AD 200-258)(also of Carthage) also taught an incipient form of predestination in the early fourth century.

300’s AD  baptizing babies

Why?  Augustine: original sin
Why?  Sovereignty of God.

Result:  Salvation has absolutely nothing to do with our response.  It has everything to do with God’s sovereign choice.  We are only saved because God chooses us.

“Tiny babies are not weighed down by their own sin, but they are being burdened with the sin of another.”  

Man’s free will avails him nothing, save to do evil.

Men’s evil wills are prepared by God and predestination.  God, in his

 timeless wisdom had decided to prepare only the will of a few.

Augustine’s opponent was Pelagius. 

“Since perfection is possible for man, it is obligatory.”
We did not sin in Adam.  Rather we sinned like Adam.

Julian of Eclanum

(about Augustine) You think that your Lord is capable of committing a crime 

against justice such as is hardly conceivable even among the barbarians.

Thomas Aquinas (1224-1275)
“God, therefore, is the first cause, who moves causes both natural and voluntary.  And just as by moving natural causes He does not prevent their actions from being natural, so by moving voluntary causes He does not deprive their actions of being voluntary; but rather is He the cause of this very thing in them, for He operates in each thing according to his own nature.”

In other words, Aquinas believed in free will and not a strict monergism.

Martin Luther (1483-1546) was an Augustinian monk.  Restored the theology of Augustine.   A strong believer in predestination.

Skeptical of the canonicity of Hebrews.

Ulrich Zwingli  Zurich (1484-1531) was also a predestinationist, as were most of the reformation theologians.  Clearly taught double predestination.

“Those individuals who end up damned forever in hell are also eternally determined by God for that fate.” 
John Calvin Geneva (1509-1564) Institutes of the Christian Religion.  Solidified the modern doctrine of predestination.  Very strong on the sovereignty of God.    God’s sovereignty trumps our ability to choose faith.  We can have absolutely no part in our salvation.  Period.

TULIP

Total depravity

Unconditional election

Limited atonement     (double predestination)

Irresistable grace

Perseverence of the saints    (once saved, always saved).

This whole system is entirely logical if we accept Original Sin.

Reformed theology comes from Zwingli and Calvin.  (Presbyterianism, Dutch Reformed, Baptists, Puritans)

US Jonathan Edwards  late 1700’s   very dark, depressing.

“In Adam’s fall, we sinned all.”  

“A sinner in the hands of an angry God.”

No assurance of salvation.  Salvation has nothing to do with us.  FATALISM     Church attendance very low.

Cane Ridge Revival 1804 in US    Barton Stone rejects predestination.

Huge pendulum swing for incipient evangelical movement:   Total assurance of salvation.   Tulip light.

Modern idea of “once saved always saved” results.

Once you have been saved (pray Jesus into your heart), no matter what happens after that time, you definitely will make it to heaven.

Anathema to Augustine, Luther, Calvin, etc.

Doctrine of Predestination:

Three kinds of doctrines:

Essential (salvation issue)

Important (not a salvation issue, but can have a significant effect on our relationship with God)

Not important (an actual biblical teaching or an implied teaching which one can be wrong about with little if any effect on our relationship with God)

Q:  Where does predestination fall in this range?

Q:  Where does once saved, always saved fall in this range?

What is the problem with this doctrine.  Why is it, perhaps, in the first category?

Because, as Julian of Eclanum charged, it makes God the creator of evil.

It undermines the love of God, because love always gives a real choice.

Scriptures which have been used to support predestination:
Romans 8:28-30   

Romans 8:31-39   

John 10:27-29    No one can snatch them out of my hands…

Romans 9:10-21     

Example of Pharaoh and Judas

Is predestination true?    Yes!!!

1. God predestined all of us to be saved (but he does not force anyone)

2. Very rarely God does step in and trumps our freedom of choice for a specific purpose (Pharaoh, Judas).  But even in these cases, they could have chosen to repent and to be saved.

But:     Deut 30:19-20,  Joshua 24:15  Ezek 18:19-20 All of Hebrews.

Note, Augustine countered with Exodus 20:4, but this is a false interpretation.

There are not a lot of passages which explicity teach that we have free will.  The reason is that this doctrine was not particularly controversial in the 1st century.
Assurance of salvation.

Hebrews 2:10-13   

Hebrews 6:9-20.   We are confident of better things in your case.

v. 16-20    He confirmed it with an oath.   Two unchangeable things….

God’s Word

God’s Oath (Genesis 22:16-18)

Jesus, your anchor, is behind the veil with the Father

Hebrews 10:19-23

We have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place

Let us draw near to God… in full assurance of faith.

For he who promised is faithful.

Hebrews 10:35-36  Do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded…. You will receive what he has promised.

Confidence, Assurance         vs      concern for falling away.

Both are true.  We need to find the balance.

