                                          WORLDVIEW APOLOGETICS
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March 6 and 7, 2009                                                       rkurka@lccs.edu
                                           COURSE DESCRIPTION

This class is designed to acquaint the student with the concept of worldview: what it is, how it functions, and how it becomes a necessary ingredient to doing effective Christian evangelism in the twenty-first century. Attention will be given to describing some of the major “worldview competitors” faced by contemporary Christians, as well as how a biblically-based worldview provides a better foundation—intellectually, morally, and practically—for individual and societal life.
                                           COURSE OBJECTIVES
1. Attain a basic understanding of the concept of worldview, as well as why worldview knowledge is a critical piece of sharing the Gospel in our contemporary world.
2. Attain a basic understanding of some of the major “competitors” to the biblical worldview—their strengths, as well as their inherent weaknesses, intellectually, morally, and practically.
3. Appreciate how the Christian worldview—when applied with some consistency-- has positively shaped human culture.

4. Apply worldview apologetics—in one’s engagement with culture at large, and more specifically, in relationships with non-Christian peoples.
                                           COURSE TEXTBOOKS
Required Readings:
Copan, Paul. That’s Just Your Interpretation. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2001.
Oakes, John. “Apologetics and the Christian Worldview/Part 1.” www.evidenceforchristianity.org.
Suggested Readings for “Extra Credit”:
Copan, Paul. True for You, But Not for Me. Minneapolis: Bethany House, 1998.

Pearcey, Nancy J. Total Truth: Liberating Christianity from Its Cultural Captivity. Study Guide ed. Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books, 2004.

Sire, James W. The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog. 4th ed. Downers Grove, Ill.: Inter Varsity Press, 2004.

___________.   Why Should Anyone Believe Anything At All? Downers Grove, Ill.: Inter Varsity Press, 1994.
                                                 COURSE ASSIGNMENTS
1) Each credit student will completely read all assigned readings (Copan, Oakes, and in-class handouts). Extra-credit will be given for completely reading one of the books on the “Recommended List.”
2) Each credit student will complete a take-home final exam within ten days of the last class session. Due: March 16. (May be sent to Dr. Kurka, electronically).
3) Each credit student will write one, six-eight page (typed) Critical Interaction Paper that identifies, examines, and critiques the worldview of a specific world religion, ideology (e.g., “New Atheism”), or cultural expression (e.g., literary piece, movie, television program, “virtual” presentation (e.g., “Second Life”), etc., in order to facilitate an opportunity for the chosen audience to hear the Gospel. Students will be expected to support their conclusions with careful and accurate documentation of “primary source” material from their subject (as Christians, we want to represent our “opponents,” fairly!), as well as properly cite any and all sources that are used in the writing of the paper. Due: March 31 (May be sent, electronically).
                                                      COURSE GRADING
                              The final course grade will be computed as follows:
· Attendance/participation:                        15%
· Reading:                                                  10%

· Final Exam                                               25%

· Critical Interaction Paper:                      50%
                                      The Grading Scale will be as follows:

100 – 91 = A /A-                80 – 71 = C/C-                   60 -- =F

                         90   -- 81 = B/B-                 70 – 61 = D/D-

                                                   COURSE SCHEDULE

Friday, March 6: “Acts 17 Revisited: ‘We’re not in Kansas, anymore, Toto’” (A Different World Demands Different Apologetics—the Case for a Worldview Approach)
Sat., March 7, morning: “The Christian Worldview and Its Competitors” 

__________, afternoon: “The ‘Acid Tests’ of Worldview Credibility”

__________, afternoon: “Applying a Worldview Apologetic”
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