Christianity and Modernism
Resources:

1. Science and Religion are Not Enemies  an essay by John Oakes available 
    at www.evidenceforchristianity.org
2. The Restitution of Man  Michael D. Aeschliman  Eerdmans

3. The Abolition of Man  C. S. Lewis

4. The Universe Next Door  James W. Sire
The problem as I see it:

1. The secularization of culture—the banishment of religious thought and of ideas of absolute truth and morality from public discourse.

2. The loss of morality—the relativization of moral truth.  The loss of a public and private sense that certain things are just plain wrong or right.

3. The loss of God.  We are at risk of becoming a people for whom God is somewhere in with the ranks of fairies and lepruchans.

4. The loss of the intellectual high ground at the University for belief in God and an ethically-centered point of view.
Example of that Lady in Phoenix     
The “enemy:”

1. Naturalism/Determinism/scientific materialism/materialism/scientism.   The only “truth” is that discovered by scientific method.

Typical arrogant intellectual statement:
Delos B. McKown:


“Christianity is scientifically unsupported and probably insupportable, philosophically suspect at best and disreputable at worst, and historically fraudulent.”
This is science so-called raised to the level of metaphysics/philosophy.

A sample statement:

Richard Dawkins:

In the universe of blind physical forces and genetic replication, some people are going to get hurt and other people are going to get lucky: and you won’t find any rhyme or reason to it, nor any justice.  The universe we observe has precisely the properties we should expect if there is at the bottom, no design, no purpose, no evil and no good.  Nothing but blind, pitiless indifference.  DNA neither knows nor cares.  DNA just is, and we dance to its music.

Thomas Huxley:

We are as much the product of blind forces as is the falling of a stone to earth, or the ebb and flow of the tides.  We have just happened, and man was made flesh by a long series of singularly beneficial accidents.

“We exist as material beings in a material world, all of whose phenomena are the consequences of material relations among material entities." In a word, the public needs to accept materialism, which means that they must put God in the trash can of history where such myths belong.” 

    Richard Lewontin
Scientific Materialism accepts only one reality: the physical universe, composed as it is of matter and energy.  Everything that is not physical, measurable, or deducible from scientific observations, is considered unreal. Life is explained in purely mechanical terms, and phenomena such as Mind and Consciousness are considered nothing but epiphenomena - curious by-products, of certain complex physical processes (such as brain metabolism)
Only that which can be observed and measured through the technique of Scientific Method is real, and everything else is unreal. 
Modernism is a cultural movement based on this philosophy.
How did we get here?  History of Science and Modernism
A very brief overview:

Pre-Modernism  →  Modernism  →  Postmodernism
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Thomas Aquinas  1224-1274  Revived use of Greek logic and deductive reasoning.

Logical arguments for the existence of God.  Revived Aristotle.  A Rationalist and a philosophical dualist.
3. Roger Bacon  1214-1292   Developed empiricism.  Nature’s laws to be discovered through experiment.  The laws of nature will be describable using mathematical equations.

Bacon’s advice: To study Natural Philosophy, use;


“External experience, aided by instruments, and made precise by mathematics.”

To understand nature, look at nature.

Thus were discovered the basic assumptions of science:

Theological presupposition #1  There is a single Creator God who is unchanging.

Assumption of science #1   There exist a single set of unchanging natural laws which govern the physical universe.  These laws are unchanging in both time and space.

Theological presupposition #2  God created us to know him and has revealed himself both through  general revelation and special revelation 
Assumption of science #2

Human beings can comprehend the universe

Theological presupposition #3

God is a god of order and beauty.

Assumption of science #3 

Nature will obey unchanging mathematical laws.

And thus, science was created.   The Greeks could not discover the laws of Nature because they had an incorrect understanding of Nature.  The physical world is bad.

These are the religious, philosophical underpinning of science.
They are accepted by faith and cannot be observed.  They are not empirical.
It is an undeniable fact that belief in the Christian God is the historical and logical foundation for what we now call science.
4. William of Ockham  1285-1349.  The first reformer?  Rejected Vatican’s authority to determine truth.   An empiricist.

His philosophy of science:


“Nothing is assumed as evident unless it is known per se or is evident by experience, or is proved by authority of scripture.”

5. Nikolai Copernicus 1473-1543   The first scientist.  Revived heliocentrism 
6. Galileo Galilei 1564-1642    The science vs. religion debate begins!

Letter to the Duchess Christina:  “The Bible was written to show us how to go to heaven, not how the heavens go”

“In discussions of physical problems we ought to begin not from the authority of scriptural passages, but from the sense-experiences and necessary demonstrations.”

“For the Holy Bible and the phenomena of nature proceed alike from the divine Word, the former as the dictate of the Holy Spirit and the latter as the observant executor of God’s commands.” (the debate over this view rages even today)

7. Francis Bacon (1561-1626)  Apostle of Empiricism.  Science to improve the human condition.

Nature, to be commanded, must be obeyed.

“Knowledge ought to bear fruit in work, that science ought to be applicable to industry, that men ought to organize themselves as a sacred duty to improve and transform the conditions of life.”

Bacon envisioned a world in which what was measurable was important.  He envisioned a world in which men gained power over nature and thus became more powerful himself.
Little did he anticipate the dark implications of his vision.

Isaac Newton:

Universal Law of Gravity.  The idea of the mechanical universe.

18th century:  The Enlightenment

Naturalism/The Mechanical Universe naturally leads to skepticism.  

II  THE RISE OF THE NEW SKEPTICISM. (The “Enlightenment”)

Voltaire (1694-1778)

Established religion is the enemy.  Pure reason is the way to discover “THE TRUTH”

The beginning of radical criticism.  Christianity is not supportable by evidence, logic and reason, and is to be rejected.  

11. David Hume (1711-1776)

"Hume is our Politics, Hume is our Trade, Hume is our Philosophy, Hume is our Religion." This statement by 19th century British idealist philosopher James Hutchison Stirling reflects a unique position that David Hume holds in intellectual thought.

In 1751 Hume published his Enquiry concerning the Principles of Morals Although this work does not attack religion directly, it does so indirectly by establishing a system of morality on utility and human sentiments alone, and without appeal to divine moral commands.

Rejected the idea of objective moral truth.   All we know we know from experience.  
LaPlace (1749-1827)  Materialistic Determinism. 
Napolean (critiqueing his Méchanique céleste) “Why does the book not mention God?”

LaPlace:  I have no need of that hypothesis.”

Believed we could use science/mathematics to determine morality and social customs.

Materialism/skepticism/scientism becomes a religion.

14. Charles Darwin. (1809-1882)

 “On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection, or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life" (1859)

“The Descent of Man.” (1871)

Darwin was a deist but his idea became the fodder for agnostics, atheists and materialists.
Few saw what was coming—the dictatorship of empiricism/materialsim

Thomas Huxley:   Invented the word agnosticism.
Said consciousness and mind are “epiphenomena”and thought are by-products of brain chemistry and mechanisms.

Galton (Darwin’s nephew)  created the eugenics movement.

We could use science to create the ideal man.   Science appears triumphant.

Then came WWI  WWII    Hiroshima.

Scientism appears to be hubris.  Scientism cannot do justice to beauty, art.

The very idea of the rightness of Western culture came into question

(All this was good!!!)

But, intellectuals overreacted (typical)

We got postmodernism.    Postmodernism.  Cultural Relativism.

But that is another story!!!!
Critique of the materialist World View
World View:

· The perspective one uses to process and interpret information received about the world.  

· James W. Sire  “A world view is a set of presuppositions (ie. assumptions) which we hold about the basic makeup of our world.” 

Qualities of a “good” world view:

1.  It is “true”

 “True” = consistent with reality.    Predictions made using that world view will agree with what we know and what we observe. 

2.   It successfully answers the important questions humans ask.

· 1. What is the prime reality?  (What is the nature of God?)

· 2. What am I?

· 3. What happens to a person at death?

· 4. Why is it possible for us to know anything at all?

· 5. How do we know what is right and wrong?

· 6. What is my purpose in life?

· 7. What is the nature of my relationship, with the “prime reality?”

3.  Those who ascribe to it are better human beings for having taken this as their world view.
Let us evaluate the Naturalist World View using this rubric
Response to Scientism.

The Theorist who maintains that science is the be-all and the end-all—that what is not in science textbooks is not worth knowing—is an ideologist with a peculiar and distorted doctrine of his own.  For him, science is no longer a sector of the cognitive enterprise, but an all-inclusive world-view.  This is the doctrine not of science but of scientism.   To take this stance is not to celebrate science but to distort it.
Jacob Brownowski  “man is a part of nature in the same sense that a stone is or a cactus or a camel.”
Is it true?

Materialism is self-defeating.  It requires circular reasoning.
I.  It is self-defeating

Science pre-supposes:

1. The universe is ordered and essentially unchanging.

2. The universe is observable and understandable.  There is a 1:1 match between how the human mind works and how the universe in which live funcitons.

3. The universe is governed by mathematically precise laws.
None of these are observable, and therefore science itself is not scientific and not “real” by the tenets of materialism.  
Circular reasoning.
Aeschliman:  To say with the radical empiricist (ie the determinist) that only factual statements have validity is to be not only dogmatic, but self-contradictory,since the statement itself is not factual.”
Is Determinism true?   Determinism swallows truth.

Aeschliman:  “By implicitly undercutting the validity of rational thought, the modern naturalists render meaningless and self-contradictory all they have to say.”

Aeschliman:  “Science is a good servant but a bad master.”

At a recent panel forum In the UK, to a naturalist:

How is it that you know all phenomena can be explained by physical laws?

His answer:  I just believe it to be true.

Oh, now we know where we are coming from.  

The Naturalist are engaged in a suicidal war against mind itself which is the indispensable wellspring of science itself.

If Scientific Materialism is true then:
“I” do not exist.
Common sense question:  Do I have a body or am I a body.   All people I have met who were not pre-conditioned by modernism give the obvious answer.
None of us can accept this.
If materialism/naturalism/scientism is right then

Consciousness is just a word—an epiphenomenon.    Love is just chemicals.
Karl Vogt:  “Thoughts come out of the brain as gall from the liver or urine from the kidneys.”

Logic is meaningless.  What we think is rational is not.  C. S. Lewis:  “Unless ass that we take to be knowledge is illusion, we must hold that in thinking we are nto reading rationality into an irrational universe but responding to a rationality with which the universe has always been saturated.”
Beauty is meaningless.
Belief in God is just a “meme”  an unfortunate accidental result of random evolutionary processes.

No soul, no spirit.  Man is a soulless ticking mechanism.
Religious thought is total nonsense.  Prayer is my chemicals talking to my chemicals.

Other reasons Naturalism is wrong:
The universe was created.

Life was created.

Anthropic Principle

Why do materialists/naturalists believe all these things?  Because they assume they are true.  They have no evidence against any of these things.  None.

II.  It does not answer the questions that everyone actually cares about.

Questions Science is good at answering:

· When?

· What?

· Where?

· How many?

· By what means?

Questions Science is very bad at answering:

· Why am I here?

· Is that the right thing to do?

· How valuable am I?

· Does God exist?  Does God act (theism)?

· Will that God respond if I pray?

· Do supernatural events (miracles) happen?

Einstein:  “Religion without science is lame but science without religion is blind.”

Naturalism:  What is my purpose?   Answer:   This word has no meaning.  Life is fundamentally without purpose.    or

To create as many copies of your DNA as possible.
Naturalism:  What is my value?   About $4.36  the price of the chemiclas that compose us.  
Naturalism:  Is it wrong to commit rape?    Wrong????   What does that mean?
Naturalism:  Does God Exist?

Answer:  No!

How do you know?   Because I said so!
III.   Does this World View make us better than we otherwise would have been?

There is no good and evil.

With materials the grounds for expecting or encouraging moral behavior disappears.

With Modernism there is NO OBJECTIVE GOOD

There is no reason to believe that stealing is bad.

Any kind of sexual relationship is only “right” or “wrong” depending on whether it helps the human race to survive.

Violence, genocide, hatred are neither good nor evil.

The logical end of materialism is barbarism.

Justice is a meaningless word.  There is no logical argument to defend the claim that one must act justly.

Human rights have no basis.

Racism is justifiable.  Make no mistake about it…

Kierkegaard:  “In the end, all corruption will come from the natural sciences”   “We are happy to let science deal with plants and animals and stars, but to handle the spirit of man in such a fashion is blasphemy.”

Materialists try to pretend that they can construct an ethic and a pseudo-morality, but they are building on thin air.

Note:  This philosophy has been tried:   French Revolution, Soviet Russia, Pol Pot Cambodia,  Red China.

The Christian World View

· 1.  The physical world is:


        a. real       b. created     and    c. essentially good.

· 2. There exists a parallel unseen spiritual reality which is not       limited to or defined by the physical reality.

· 3.  The creator of both the physical and spiritual realm is the God who is revealed and who reveals himself in the Bible.

· 4.  Human beings have both a physical and a spiritual nature, but the spiritual nature is more essential as it is eternal.

· 5. Although the physical world is good, evil does exist.  Such evil is the result of freedom of will given to created beings and their subsequent decision to use that freedom to “sin” (defined as transgressing the will of God).

· 6. There is a definite right and wrong for human behavior which is determined by God.

Christianity answers the big questions:

· How did I get here?

· Why am I here?

· Where am I going?

· Why are human beings able to comprehend the universe?

· Why is there pain and suffering and evil in the world?

· The Problem of Sin (the substitutionary death of Jesus)

· Romans 7:24,25

· The Problem of Suffering (compassion)

· Matthew 9:35-36   

· The Problem of Death

· 1 Corinthians 15:54-56
Things the world would lack if not for Christianity and the Christian World View

· Science

· Abolition of Slavery (Wilberforce)

· Civil Rights  (Locke, Martin Luther King Jr. )
· Women’s Rights

· Christian groups do a majority of all benevolent work in the world (James 1:27, Micah 6:8)
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