Hebrews Class
Introduction:

Audience   Christians generally, but especially those who are of Jewish descent.  Second generation Christians (Hebrews 10:32 “Remember those earlier days.”  They have “been around” but have not matured in the faith as they should, and therefore need a word of encouragement.  
 Purpose   To give heart to Christians who have endured, but are tempted to waver in their faith.

VII Theme:  The preeminence of Jesus Christ.
His deity.

The greatness of his sacrifice.

The greatness of his covenant.

VIII Outline
I 1:1-2:18  Jesus is greater than the angels:  Therefore let us pay attention.

II 3:1-4:13  Jesus is greater than Moses: Therefore let us persevere.

III 4:14-6:12  Jesus is the Great High Priest: Therefore let us move on to maturity. 

IV 6:13-7:28 Jesus is a high priest “in the order of Melchizedek.”

V 8:1-10:39 Jesus is the author of a better covenant than that of Moses: Therefore let us persevere to the end.

VI 11:1-12:29 A practical example: The faithful cloud of witnesses. Therefore accept God’s discipline and listen to his voice.

VII  13:1-25   Summary and final advice.

Hebrews exalts Jesus more than any other NT book, yet it presents him is humble and as quite human.  An amazing contrast.

Hebrews 1:1-4   Prologue

Opening of the letter:   The Hebrew writer lays out the theology of the book.  Jesus is vastly superior than anything they have considered to be great.

1:1  In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days….

God spoke through history, poetry, prophecy, proverb

God spoke through kings (David, Solomon), patriarchs (Moses), poets (Asaph), scribes (the history books), priests (Ezra), prophets, prophetesses (Deborah), government administrators (Nehemiah)

Each writer brought out a particular aspect of God’s nature.

Hosea:  the grace of God

Amos: social justice

Isaiah: the holiness of God

David: the heart of God

Joel:  the judgment of God

Etc.

Jesus is the ultimate prophet, (and the ultimate king, scribe, priest).

All this was just setting the stage.  He incorporated all these messages.

Others revealed God to us.  Jesus revealed God simply by walking around.

Prophets were friends of God.   Jesus WAS God.

tion.”

Hebrews 1:2-4   The Greatness of Jesus.   Hebrew writer gets right down to his point!

a. He inherits everything.   
b. He is the means through which God made the universe.  Wow!

c. He is the apaugasma of God’s radiance.   The shining forth of God’s glory.  He is the means by which God’s glory is revealed
d. He is the character (exact representation, image, wax seal) of God.

           Want to see God?  Fine, look at 

We didn’t find God, he revealed himself.  This is what differentiates Christianity from all other religions.

e. He sustains all things.    Beginning (creator of all) middle (sustainer of all) end (inheritor of all).            
 Scientists like to think they can explain how the universe works without God.  Without Jesus, the entire system of laws would instantaneously fall apart.
f. Provides for purification from sin.

g. Mediates for us at God’s right hand.   (Note: he is sitting down. Priests in 

                                         the temple never sat down)

Is Jesus mind-blowingly great or what?

Hebrews 1:4-14   Jesus is greater than the angels.

First: greater than the prophets

Second: greater than the angels

Angel (Greek: aggeloi  Hebrew: malakim)  =  messenger

The writer of Hebrews’ point:     Jesus is more excellent, by far, than angels.

1. He has a greater name (position) v. 5  SON
2. v. 7  They are winds and fires (temporary?)    But Jesus is forever.

3.  They are ministering spirits, Jesus is the one they minister to  v. 14
     In fact, they minister to us.  

      Why worship the worshiper?   Worship the one they minister for.

Application to us?   Don’t admire the messenger (preacher, author, teacher, idea, system, success, etc.)   admire Jesus!

Hebrews 2:1-18    Exhortation:   Pay careful attention to the message!

Shout:  LISTEN UP!!!!!

“pay attention =  Prosechein: To moor a ship

 “drift away =   Pararrein: A ship that has been carelessly allowed to drift perhaps carried away by the tide.  Slip away through inattention.
Christians don’t usually suddenly fall away. It begins by careless drifting.

Christians must remain anchored in Jesus.
The point:  If the Jews had to pay attention to a law delivered by angels, to the point that to not listen meant to be killed, where does that put us in relation to a message delivered by God’s son?

How much greater is a message delivered by the SON than by a mere messenger??

Implication:  great punishment if you slip away!   Warning!!!!
Q:  How might we “ignore such a great salvation?”

Vs:5-18 Jesus our savior who can relate to us!
v. 10-18   Jesus became just like us.  This is the miracle of the incarnation.  This is what makes Jesus such a great savior.  He can relate to us in every way.

v. 10  because he suffered like us we are saved
v. 11  Because he came here, we are “of the same family.”

v. 14  Because he shared our humanity, we are no longer slaves (note the prefigure in what Moses did, see ch 3)

v. 16  Because he is like us, he is a merciful high priest.

v. 17  Because he suffered, he can relate and help those who are tempted.

Q:   Are you fully appreciative of how amazing this is?????

We couldn’t go to God, so he came to us.     He became a dog to save the dogs or a mouse to save the mice.   We could not understand God, but then he became one of us so that we could understand him and so that we could be brothers.

Vs:10 (Also Hebrews 12:2) The author of our salvation was made perfect through suffering. He was perfect because he understood suffering. He could understand and relate to our struggles because he went through them as well.
“Archegos” = Pioneer, founder, author, originator, trailblazer

“Teleioin”= Perfecter, finisher, final touch of our faith    
Jesus is the pioneer and perfecter of our salvation

Jesus is the initiator and the completer of our salvation

God initiated our salvation, not us.

God completed our salvation, not us.

Jesus is the initiator of our faith and the completer of our faith.  Faith itself is a gift.

III   Jesus is greater than Moses.

Review:

I  Hebrews 1:1-3   Jesus greater than all the prophets before him.

II  Hebrews 1:4-14    Jesus is greater than the angels.

III  Hebrews 3:1-5   Jesus is greater than Moses.

Hebrews 3:3   Jesus has greater honor.  Why?  The builder is more important than the building.
Shadow:   Moses     Reality:  Jesus

Deuteronomy 18:17-19  A prophet like you (Moses)….
Jesus made Moses what he is.

v. 5  Moses was great, no doubt    “faithful in all God’s house.”  (from Numb 12:6-7)
v. 6  But Jesus is faithful over God’s house

Moses brought the law, Jesus is the Law

Moses gave them bread, Jesus is the bread

Moses gave them water, Jesus is the water     The reality is in Christ!!!

Moses was about Jesus.
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Application:
Exhortation #2  MAKE EVERY EFFORT

  Do not turn away (3:12)   Do not fall short  (Hebrews 4:1).  Do not fall in the desert as they did…..

If they had to listen to Moses, how much more ought we to listen to Jesus.

This section is very emotional.

Creating a picture.    Bodies scattered in the desert.

How do you think Moses felt as all those who crossed the Red Sea with him were scattered across the desert.

Can’t we learn from that?

This was their fellow-Jews.

4:2   How sad.   The message was of no value.  Why?   no faith.   The result:  You will never enter my rest.

Therefore do not rest…..    Folks, your work is not finished.

4:9    Q:  What is our Sabbath-rest?    Heaven!!!
4:10   Make every effort to enter that rest.   You will not accidentally make it.  It takes work.    (Phil 2:12)        (note:  We are not talking about works salvation.  But we are talking about making it to heaven!)
· What is at stake?  Everything!!!!

· They shall never enter my rest 3:11, 4:5

· We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly to the end the confidence we had at first.   3:14

· They were not able to enter because of their unbelief  3:19

· Some… did not go in because of their disobedience 4:6

· So that no one will fall by following their example of disobedience 4:11

· Do you get the point?

Q:  How can we assure ourselves we will enter that rest?

a. Heb 3:12-14    give and receive encouragement from fellow-wanderers.  Paralakeo  =  coming alongside to give help
c. Heb 4:12-13   Let the word of God do its work.  Listen up.  Let it affect your thoughts (mind) and your attitudes (heart).   He is talking about judgment here.
IV Heb 4:14-5:10.  Jesus is greater than the High Priest!

I.  Greater than the prophets

II. Greater than the angels

III. Greater than Moses

IV. Greater than the High Priest.

Q:  What did the High Priest do?   Once a year, he made intercession for the sins of all the people.

Like the High Priest:

a. Human, can relate.  Tempted like us, only more! (because he did not give in).  Bear in mind how opposite this was to the Greek concept of God.   
b. Makes intersession for us.  Mercy, grace.
c. Selected by God

d. Offered gifts (sweet smelling offerings) and sacrifices (sin and guilt offering)

Greater than the High Priest:

a. In the heavenly tabernacle, not the earthly one

b. Was without sin

c. Of the order of Melchizedek.

d. A priest forever.

Hebrews 5:2  He can deal gently    metriopatheia  we get the word empathy  Sympathetic feeling.   Bear with people without becoming irritated. Between two extremes between irritation and apathy.    Ex.  grief.  A good high priest cannot be too sympathetic/overwhelmed, but not apathetic either.
What a concept.  Unknown in the ancient world.  
Hebrews 5:11-6:20  Exhortation #3   Grow up! (or you will fall away)

5:11   Concerning him (Melchizedek)  Hebrew writer is about to get deeper with his hearers (believe it or not)

Their ears are dull   nothros   slow-moving in mind, torpid, witlessly forgetful, dull of hearing.     God has spoken to you repeatedly and you JUST DON’T GET IT.

Brothers and sisters, we need to engage our mind in the great task of getting to know God!!!  (and putting his precepts into practice)
5:13  Anyone on milk is, by definition, an infant.

Taking in solid food requires training.  Practicing.

What is the point of going on to maturity?  
Hebrews 6:4-8  Warning against falling away.

You could lose everything you have!!!!

Just in case there was any doubt who the Hebrew writer is talking about:

a. been enlightened  (NT church “enlightened” = baptized)

b. tasted the heavenly gift (salvation?)

c. shared in the Holy Spirit

d. tasted the goodness of the word

e. tasted the coming age (saved)

Impossible…. if you fall away…. to be renewed to repentance.

Why?   Publicly crucifying Jesus again!   Spitting on Jesus.

Hebrews 10:29   trampled the Son of God under foot…. insulted the Holy Spirit.

This is the unforgivable sin 1 John 5:16.  This is blasphemy of the HS (Matt 12:32).  

If your life is producing thorns, you are in “imminent danger” danger of being cursed.

6;13-end   God’s assurance.  He will take care of you if you hang in there.

v. 14 Be patient, like Abraham.  God will deliver on his promises.

God swore on oath  (Genesis 22:16-18)

“Two unchangeable things”  1. God’s word   2. His oath on top of that.

You have an anchor.

Your anchor is behind the veil.  
“Behind the veil”  Means, to the Jew, that Jesus is with the father, interceding for us.

It is your High Priest Jesus.  Jesus in the Holy of Holies is our assurance.

An aside:    What is a priest, anyway?

· A Pontifex  Literally, a bridge-builder.  A mediator.   An advocate.   A representative.   One who give access.

· The bridge before Jesus:

· The Law      Righteousness
· The Priest and the Sacrificial System     To make up for the difference
· But they did not work, and that is the point of Hebrews 7-9

Summary:

The Greatness of Jesus:

1. Greater than all the prophets.  Hebrews 1:1-3

2. Greater than the angels.  Hebrews 1:4-14

3. Greater than Moses.  Hebrews 3:1-5

4. Jesus the Great High Priest.  Hebrews 4:14-5:10

5. The Priesthood of Melchizedek (and therefore of Jesus)  is greater than the priesthood of Aaron Hebrews 7:1-28

6.  Jesus is greater than Abraham 7:1-9

Hebrews 8-10:18
7. The Old Covenant foreshadows the much greater New Covenant  Hebrews 8:1-13

7. The earthly Tabernacle foreshadows the much greater heavenly Tabernacle (the one where Jesus is now) Hebrews 9:1-11

8.  The Old Covenant sacrifices were a pale foreshadow of the much more effective New Covenant sacrifice.  Hebrews 9:12-10:18

Hebrews Chapter 8:1-10:18   From Shadow to Reality
Hebrews 8:5   They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven.

Hupodeigma   sketch-plan, diorama
Skia  shadow, reflection, silhouette
Heb 10:1  The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves.
Why focus on the shadow when the reality is in the room!

The point:
Everything under the Law of Moses was just a preparation for something much greater, of which the Law, priesthood, tabernacle and so forth were just an anticipation, a suggestion, a physical prophecy.

Hebrews 8:1-2   Jesus serves in the true tabernacle, not the copy.  He serves in the heavenly one—the one where God is.    (no wonder he concludes with Heb 8:13)
8:3  What does a priest bring?  Gifts and sacrifices.   Jesus also brought gifts and sacrifices.     (more on this later)

8:5  Notice:  “Do everything according to the pattern shown you.”  Why?  Because it all is a pattern of the reality.

v. 13.  The “new” covenant is now here, making the old one obsolete.  It is fading, and will soon disappear.

This happened in AD 70     Vespasian AD 69   Titus  AD 70  (The Jewish Wars by Josephus)

Hebrew Chapter Nine       The Heavenly Tabernacle vs the Earthly Tabernacle.                          

The purpose of the Tabernacle?    Exodus 25:8    “that I may dwell in their midst.”

Coming before God:

The Jews could only come to the gate

The Levites could come into the courtyard

The Priests could come into the Holy Place

The High Priest came into the Holy of Holies, one day a  year for a few minutes.

Hebrews 10:19   Through Christ, we enter the heavenly Holy of Holies (presence of God) with boldness.

The problem in the Old Covenant:

9:6  The High Priest could only mediate for a few minutes per year, and even that only after offering a sacrifice for his own sin.

9:7  Notice, the sacrifices were only for sins committed “in ignorance.”  There never was sacrifice in any of the Jewish system for willful sin (Hebrews 10:26)

9:11  The key verse in this little section.   When Christ came…. he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle.

Q:   Were people in OT times saved?    If so, how?     
answer:  Hebrews 10:4  It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. Hebrews 10:11  “…the same sacrifices which can never take away sins.”
9:12-10:18   A better sacrifice.

A beautiful verse:  Hebrews 9:12-14      The blood of bulls and goats and the red heifer were mere shadows.  They only created ceremonial cleanness, not actual cleanness.   (see also Heb 10:2-4)
bulls and goats refer to the Day of Atonement.  The whole idea of the Day of Atonement was to provide for purification of sins.  The Hebrew writer:  it never worked.  It only created ceremonial cleanness.  It prevented God wiping them out.

The Day of Atonement was only a foreshadow.  The reality if the Real Day of Atonement.  The Day Jesus died on the cross.   (Remember Hebrews 10:1)
v. 23  The greater sacrifice acts in a greater sanctuary

the lesser sacrifice  (bulls, goats, red heifer) only ceremonially, outwardly cleansed the lesser tabernacle (v. 23 the copies of the heavenly things).

The lesser sacrifice:

The greater sacrifice

outward (appearance)

inward (reality)

temporary, repeated

eternal, only once

ceremonial



real

not voluntary


voluntary
Exhortation #4     Summary exhortation.  Persevere, stay faithful, follow the example of the faithful.
Hebrews 10:19-22   Therefore….   If we have such great things, brothers, let us draw near to God in full assurance of faith.

10:19-22  My favorite verse in Hebrews.   I like the word boldness.
1.  10:22  Let us draw near [to God]

2.  10:23  Let us hold to our confession of hope without wavering

3.  10:24  Let us be concerned about one another and encourage one another toward love and good deeds

4  10:25   Let us not stop meeting together.

5.  10:25  Let us encourage one another.      (who have you encouraged in their faith this week?)
Hebrews 10:26-31.  The sternest warning in the Bible.  The horror of sin.
Hebrew writer remembers Deuteronomy 17:2-7.
Falling away:  the heart of the matter   Heb 10:26  if we deliberately and continually sin.   hekousios  deliberate, habitual, willful
An aspect of God we do not like to think about. Justice.  Vengeance.  

Hebrews 10:32.  You have been running a good race.  Do not throw it away now, even if the going gets tough.

You need endurance.  Don’t throw your life away.   He is going to keep on saying this.

Summary of this section:  Let us not be of those who “draw back and are destroyed”  but rather let us have faith and obtain life.

The key to perseverance is faith!!!!!
Heb 11:1  The definition of faith.   Q:  What is faith?

Heb 11:1   Faith, ultimately, comes down to things we cannot see.  We cannot see our salvation, we cannot see heaven, we cannot see hell.

Faith in Jesus and in the inspiration of the Bible is supported by much evidence, but in the end, there is always a huge aspect of “things we cannot see.”

Faith requires that we deny our senses.  This is not easy.

In many ways, success is the enemy of true faith.  We can see success.

The point of Hebrews:    v. 2  This is what the ancients were commended for.

Why were these men and women commended?  Why are they heroes of the faith?   They refused what the world calls greatness and staked everything on God.  They refused to be deterred by what is seen.

We have something so much greater.  We see so much more.  How can we deny the faith?

Example:  Paul  Phil 3:4-9   I consider it all rubbish in order that I might know Christ.

Hebrews 11:3    By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command.   What is seen was made out of what is unseen.

His point:  What is unseen is greater than what is seen, because it (what is unseen) created what is seen.  Therefore, let us focus on what is unseen:   God.

Illustration:  Quoc Hung plants church in Hanoi.

1.  By faith Abel...   A faithful sacrifice.  Why “better” than Cain?  We do not know, but we know that his faith was an issue.   A “faithful” sacrifice is one we do for God, not for gratification or for praise of men.

He speaks even though he is dead.  I don’t know about you, but I want my legacy to count.  How can that happen?  By faith!!!!   By doing thing which you can only do because of faith.

How are you doing in that arena?

2. By faith Enoch...  We know almost nothing about him, except that he pleased God?  How, by believing that his reward comes from God, not from men or from himself.         Hebrews 11:6

Q:  Do you really believe that your reward comes from God?

Q:  How would you know if someone really, at the heart level, believed that their reward comes from God?     (not seeking praise of men, etc.)

3. By faith Noah…     the key thing    “when warned about things not yet seen”   (v. 7)               
The point:  If you look at visible things, you will turn back and lose your faith in God.   We need to see things which cannot be seen.

Noah: Build an ark.   What’s an ark?

How big?

Why?

What animals?

When?

Noah had so much less reason to be faithful than we!!!!!!!

Noah preached 100 years.  Success?  Zero! Where was the fruit?

Us;  use your gift to build a ministry through which people in the world can be saved.

4. By faith, Abraham…   11:8  By faith Abraham left…   Why?  Because of faith in something he could not see.  He did not even know where he was going. (a typical male idea of a vacation)  The Promised Land, both as type and as antitype.   Remember, faith is believing God’s promises. (2 Cor 1:20)

This is a wonderful type of our leaving, following Jesus, and making it to heaven.  The difference is we know where we are going (by faith)

Are you ready for the Christian adventure?

By faith, Abraham became a father.  

In two senses, he became a father by faith:

1. Literally.  It was humanly impossible for Sarah to give birth, yet Abraham believed.     (Abram and Sarai laughed at first.  Your faith can grow)

2. Figuratively  (ie as a prefigure)

Romans 4:16-17  He is the father of us all.      A great prefigure.

Abraham paved the way.  Let us follow in his path;   

He is the pioneer Heb 12:1

a. out of Ur.    (out of sin)

b. to Mt. Moriah.     (the sacrifice of Jesus)

Also note 11:19  Abraham reasoned that God could raise Isaac.  A reasoned faith and a deep, unfathomable faith.   No wonder he is the father of us all.

As Chrysostom put it:  “The things of God seemed to fight against the things of God, and faith fought with faith, and the commandment fought with the promise.”     Yet Abraham, in faith, obeyed the command.

What is it you are not willing to give up to God?  God is calling you to sacrifice it.

The key to Hebrews 11 (in my opinion)

11:13  All these people were still living by faith when they died.  They made it!

The challenge to us.  They saw it only from afar (by foreshadows and prefigures),  yet they were willing to become aliens and strangers.

Q:  have you been thinking about returning to the country from which you left?

Q:  Are you willing to consider yourself what you are as a follower of Jesus?   You are an alien and a stranger.  This world is not my home.

Xenoi stranger, alien, refugee.   We get Xenophobic  hatred of foreigners from this.

Parepidemos a temporary resident.  Staying in a hotel, not a home.  A guy with a green card.  No roots, no permanent place.

Illustration:   Girl in Chungdu, China, committed to the “community”

“The world is a bridge.  The wise man will pass over it but will not build his house on it.”

While they [Christians] dwell in cities of Greeks and barbarians as the lot of each is cast, and follows the native customs in dress and food and other arrangements of life, yet the constitution of their own citizenship, which they set forth, is marvelous and confessedly contradicts expectation.  They dwell in their own countries but only as sojourners; they bear their share in all things as citizens and they endure all hardships as strangers.   Every foreign country is fatherland to them, and every fatherland is foreign…. Their existence is on Earth, but their citizenship is in heaven.  They obey the established laws, and they surpass the laws in their own lives.  They love all men, and they are persecuted by all.

Citizens of the Kingdom of God are aliens and strangers in this world.

“To live in the shadow of the second coming is to take seriously the ethic of Jesus.  The peculiarity of disciples is not that they wear quaint clothing or don’t use modern technology.  Rather their strangeness is located in their embrace of an ethic the world considers nonsense.”  [Kingdom Come   Hicks and Valentine]

Phil 3:20  Our citizenship is in heaven.

v. 15  you can always go back!

v. 16  but God has a better country prepared for you.  Heaven.

All this is foreshadowed in the wanderings of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and his sons.

5. By faith Moses….    Moses gave up fame and fortune—things given to him by God!

Vs. 25-26  hints of persecution to come to the Hebrews.

Vs. 27   he persevered because he saw him who is invisible.

The things of the world are visible.   The things of God are not.  Can you deal with that?

Moses gave up everything the world valued.  Why? Because he wanted people to enter the Promised Land.

To him, disgrace with God’s people was more valuable than all the treasures in Egypt.

Q:  How about you?

Moses and God’s people became sojourners when they passed through the sea, as we, when we are baptized.

11:30  By faith, the walls of Jericho fell.  Can you imagine marching around that city 13 times?  What kind of battle plan was that?  Willing to look foolish.   Who looked foolish when the walls fell down.    

They literally walked by faith.
Heb 11:32-38.   Insignificant people did amazing things, who faced overwhelming odds  and made it to heaven.  How?  By faith, of course.

A couple notes:

Shut the mouths of lions:  Daniel

Quenched the fury of the flames:  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego

Escaped the edge of the sword:  Elijah?

Women received back their dead: Elijah (1 Kings 17:17) Elisha (2 Kings 4:8)

Stoned:  Zechariah 2 Chron 24:20-22

Sawn in two.   Isaiah? (a legend of the Jews)

Put to death by the sword, etc.    1 & 2 Maccabees

Vs. 39  None of them received what was promised in their life.  None!!!

We do (at least in a sense) as we are saved.

Vs. 40  If they are saved at all, it is only with us.

So what excuse do we have for wavering in our faith

Hebrews 12

Hebrews 12:1-2   If they could do it, so can we.  Be steadfast and persevere.
Advice:

1. Keep your eye on the goal:  in heaven with Jesus (v. 2)

2. Throw off whatever will hinder you in the race (v. 1)

3. Look at Jesus (and at the cloud of faithful witnesses) (v. 2-3)

a. the pioneer.   The trail blazer.  archegos

b. the perfector.  The completer.  teleios    He has endured the entire 
                  thing and has achieved victory.  Just follow him.

Jesus “despised the shame” of the cross.

Phillip of Neri:  we should  “dispise the world, despise ourselves and despise the fact that we are despised.”

If you feel “faint and weary,” consider Jesus on the cross.

4. (Accept hardship because of the example of the faithful witnesses, but 

    also)Accept hardship as discipline from God which will strengthen you 
    for the journey. (v. 4-13)
The Hebrew writer spends (relatively) a lot 
    of time on this.  He must think we struggle with accepting hardship and 
    discipline from God.
5. (Live at peace with all people and) do not allow bitterness to take root or disappointment at the sins and mistakes for others take your focus from the goal. (v. 14-17)

If you do not think this could happen to you, you are naïve and probably have not lived long!

You could lose your salvation, as did Esau over a silly little thing.

Envy and bitterness is almost always over something small. (but even if it is not…)

v. 17  Afterward he could not repent metanoia  
v. 17 A warning:  If you fall away, it will be too late.   You will reach a point that you cannot repent, even if you want to!
Hebrews 12:18-24  A recapitulation of the apologetic argument.

You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire—to terrifying Mt. Sinai.    This is the most holy event in the entire history of the Jews.   He saved this for last.
Exodus 19:12-13  Deut 4:11.
No, you have come to something far, far greater.  You have come to Jesus.

A wonderful passage:  Heb 12:22-24

12:25-29   Therefore:  “do not refuse him who speaks.  Worship him with reverence and fear, for God is a consuming fire.   If there was punishment for those who refused to listen to the former revelation, there will be even further punishment to those who refuse the warning from heaven.
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