The Holy Spirit
His Role in Our Lives

Questions to think about:

Who/what is the Holy Spirit?      What is His role in our lives?

What book in the Bible is the greatest source of teaching on the Holy Spirit?
John 16:5-7    It is a good thing that I am going.    Having the Spirit live in us is better that having Jesus live near us.      Wow!!!

How does that make you feel?    All of us imagine how great it would be to have Jesus to talk to, listen to, be inspired by, etc.

Q:  On a daily basis, how much to you think about the Holy Spirit?

Q:  Do you pray to the Holy Spirit?

Q:  Do you recognize/feel the Holy Spirit working in your life?

The GREATEST gift the Father has given us, after his Son is sending his Spirit.

A Little Background.

Alexander Campbell and Restoration Movement     Rational Empiricism    Scientific analysis of Scriptures.

Christianity Rational    Holy Spirit irrational,  unpredictable, emotional.
VERY suspicious of those who emphasized Holy Spirit

Campbell:   The role of the Holy Spirit was to inspire the Word of God.

An obvious overreaction.

Us:  We see what the Pentecostals do, and we over react.

God told me….    The Spirit is telling me….
We look at Heb 2:3-4 which tells us the gifts were to testify to the newly revealed truth, and we are nervous when we see people falsely claiming such gifts today.

Prophecy has ceased (Zech 13:1-6, 1 Cor 13:8)
The Result:  We spent more time talking about what the Holy Spirit does NOT do than what he Does!!!”
Do not let what you oppose steal what is God’s gift for you.    Do the Scriptures warn against overemphasizing the Holy Spirit?   (well… maybe in 1 Cor 13 or 1 Cor 14)
A better question:  Are we in the ICOC in danger of this?    NO!

James Gitre:   “Charismatic teachings have cast a long shadow on the theological landscape

Encouraging Facts about the Holy Spirit:

1.  The Holy Spirit Lives in Us  (which can seem bad some times….    Kind of like bringing your mom or dad on a date)

John 14:17   he lives with you, but he will be in you.

Acts 5:1-4    Lied to HS    He must put up with and hang out around the sins we commit.   This is an extremely intimate relationship.     Keep a clean house!

Acts 5:29-32    HS is a witness to all we do.    Imagine how realizing this on an everyday basis might help you.

The Holy Spirit is an unwilling witness to our sin.

2.  Although it is true the HS empowers us (see below), his principle role is relational.

John 14:16-18   He is a counselor/comforter.

We are not left as orphans.   It is about relationship.   Jesus did not abandon his disciples.   In fact, because he left and sent the Holy Spirit, we are more closely related to him.

    Phil 2:1    If there is any encouragement in Christ, if any consolation in his love, if any fellowship in the Spirit, if any affection and mercy…    (also 2 Cor 3:13   fellowship in the Spirit)   
It is about closeness and a relationship.   That is why the Spirit lives in us.   It is like a piece of heaven—a taste of the future.  God is right there.

Illustration:   “Footsteps” has nothing on this!!!!

3. He lives in us, but we can be more or less filled with the Spirit.
Acts 6:2-3      I don’t know about you, but I would love to be full of the Spirit.

Q:  How would you know that someone in full of the Holy Spirit?
1 Thess 5:16-19     Do not quench the Spirit.

Q:   How might we quench the Spirit?    (by keeping an impure house or by ignoring his promptings See point 4!)
4.  The Holy Spirit can and will give us promptings and influence us.

Acts 8:29-31   HS orchestrated this entire situation.    God will work through the Holy Spirit.
However, if the Spirit tells you to not serve this person or to not make this church meeting or to….     You can be sure it is not of the Spirit.

If the Spirit is telling you to share your faith with this person or to overcome such and such sin, or to stay away from a dangerous or tempting situation,  OK.

5.  The Holy Spirit helps us in our prayers (especially; in our emotions, our desires, our deepest needs—things words cannot express)

Romans 8:26-27     We should be aware of the Holy Spirit’s presence and role when we pray.         Sometimes we need to stop  talking.   Meditate.

6. The Holy Spirit will help raise up leaders in the church and will influence the direction the church takes.

Acts 13:2-4   Set apart Barnabas and Saul.  How did the Holy Spirit do this?   I do not know.

(Acts 20:25-29   The Holy Spirit made these men overseers)

7.  The Holy Spirit will help us to understand God’s word and his will.  John 16:12-13
8.  The Holy  Spirit helps us to overcome sin.
John 16:8-11  Convict with regard to  sin.     We have help!

Romans 8:6-14     The Holy Spirit helps us to put sin to death.    (Again, we see it is about a relationship  we call God “abba”)

9.  The Holy Spirit is a seal, a mark, a guarantee of our salvation.  Romans 8:14-16   The Holy Spirit testifies that we are God’s children.  We get to call God daddy!

Satan says:   You are a loser.   You are hopeless.  You will never make it.   We have a great advocate.   The one speaking for us is more powerful than any.

Ephesians 1:13-14   A mark, a seal, a deposit, a guarantee.    We can turn our back on God and drive the Holy Spirit away (Hebrews 10:26 f), but nothing else can take away our guarantee.

The goal of this lesson:   Joy, Confidence and Knowledge that God is working in our lives in the Holy Spirit.
In summary:   Let us

Be filled with the Spirit (Romans 8:14)

Serve God by the power of the Spirit (Romans 7:6)

Be led by the Spirit (Romans 8:14)

Keep in step with the Spirit (Galatians 5:25)

