Church History Notes Part II
LASMM
Let us summarize the situation in AD 1500
The political power of the papacy is coming under attack from rising nation-states with the Renaissance.

A number of reform movements have “failed” (Waldensian, Wycliffites/Lollards, Hussites)

Yet, there is a general feeling among nearly all Catholics that something must be done!

The dominating factor determining the religious life of the average citizen/Christian is the doctrine of Purgatory, with its corresponding masses, penitents, pilgrimages, indulgences, etc….

In a sense, the Church owns the spiritual lives of the average person and holds them hostage.

The papacy is morally somewhat less corrupt than in the high Middle Ages due to some moderate reforms, but the wealth of the Church is an absolute scandal.

It is at this time that Europe begins to enter the modern age.

The scientific revolution begins with Copernicus’ Revolution of the Spheres.

Vasco da Gama rounds the cape of Good Hope 1498
Columbus reaches the New World. 1492
Suleiman the Magnificent is on the doorstep of Vienna 1526.  Christendom appears to be on the brink of defeat in Central Europe.

Another huge factor is the invention of the printing press (actually its reinvention in Europe) by Gutenberg in 1450

The Reformation would not have happened in 1517 without the printing press.

We will cover the Protestant Reformation, but first a bit about the Catholic Reformation.

Desiderius Erasmus (1466-1536)

Scripture reveals the living image of Christ’s holy

Mind and of Christ himself, speaking, healing, dying and rising.

Erasmus was a humanist

Dutch.  Influenced by Thomas a Kempis’ The Imitation of Christ
The chief figure in the Northern Renaissance.   More religious, intellectual than the Southern Renaissance.

Entered a monastery.  Hated it.  

Studied Greek.  His life’s love and passion.

An insanely prolific scholar.

Important works:  In Praise of Folly     A blistering treatment of Catholic hierarchy, monks, indulgences, etc.
Created the Greek Textus Receptus    The basis for all Reformation-era Bible translations.
Spent time in England with Thomas More, Thomas Cranmer.

He was the most famous man in Europe.  All this changed in 1517…

“Erasmus laid the egg that Luther hatched.”
Moved to Basel.   He tried to find a middle ground between Luther and the reformers and Rome.  Luther begged him for moral support.

1520:  “So long as he refuses to write against Luther, we take him to be Lutheran.”

He failed!   Eventually, he became an apologist for Rome.

1524  A Disquisition on Free Will  He strongly opposed Luther on Free Will

One other important Catholic Reformer

Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556)  and the Jesuits.

Wrote Spiritual Exercises
Strong advocates of Freedom of the Will.  (Their opponents were the Jansenists)

Worked directly for the Pope.  (all other orders answered to local bishops)

Strong emphasis on education.

Incredible missionary zeal.

Chief arm of papacy in opposing Protestantism.

Francis Xavier brought (Roman) Christianity to India, Ceylon, the East Indies, China and Japan.   The greatest missionary in all history (perhaps even more than Paul)

Between 1500 and 1550 tens of thousands of Roman Catholic monks spread all over North and South America, South and East Asia and made small inroads in Africa.

This was the time of the greatest expansion of Christianity in history.

All this time (and even throughout the seventeenth century) Protestants did virtually zero missionary work.

The Magisterial Reformation (Luther, Zwingli, Calvin)
Martin Luther.  1483-1546.  
Catholic priest and Augustinian monk. 
Suffered from severe depression.   Very guilt-ridden as a Catholic monk.

I was a good monk, and I kept the rule of my order so strictly that I may say that if ever a monk got to heaven by his monkery it was I. All my brothers in the monastery who knew me will hear me out. If I had kept on any longer, I should have killed myself with vigils, prayers, reading and other work.
1510 traveled to Rome.  Was extremely disturbed at the worldliness and opulence of the church.
His mentor Staupitz got him a job teaching  at Wittenberg.
1515  Began to study Romans.  This began the revolution heard around the world.

Romans 1:17  The righteous shall live by faith.

Began to teach Salvation by faith only.      Sola Scriptura,  Sola Gratia et Fides

This is the touchstone of all Protestant churches.

Night and day I pondered [the book of Romans] until I saw the connection between the justice of God and the statement that “the just shall live by his faith.” Then I grasped that the justice of God is that righteousness by which through grace and sheer mercy God justified us through faith. Thereupon I felt myself to be reborn and to have gone through open doors into paradise. The whole of Scripture took on a new meaning, and whereas before the “justice of God” had filled me with hate, now it became to me inexpressibly sweet in greater love. This passage of Paul became to me a gate of heaven
Q: Are these true?  Q: Scriptures?   (John 6:28-29, Galatians 5:6 James 2:24)

Luther put the word “alone” into his German translation of Romans 3:28 (faith alone)
This faith alone, when based upon the sure promises of God, must save us; as our text clearly explains. And in the light of it all, they must become fools who have taught us other ways to become godly.... Man may forever do as he will, he can never enter heaven unless God takes the first step with his word, which offers him divine grace and enlightens his heart so as to get upon the right way.
Should one imagine he is able to do anything good of his own strength he does no less than make Christ the Lord a liar.

Do you now see how faith justifies without works? Sin lingers in us, and God hates sin. A transfusion of righteousness therefore becomes vitally necessary. This transfusion of righteousness we obtain from Christ because we believe in Him.
Not out to abolish Catholicism per se, but to reform it. 
Rome sent its agents to collect indulgences in Germany in 1517  
Placed 95 theses on church door in Wittenburg in1517  against indulgences, worldliness of priesthood.  
Those who believe that they can be certain of their salvation because they have indulgence letters will be eternally damned, together with their teachers.

Within days, these were published throughout German. Luther immediately became a sensation.

Began to teach that Scripture is the only authority for truth. 
Wrote, On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church   (ouch)

His faith-only doctrine led to a hard, Augustinian predestination.

“Free will, after the fall, exists in name only, and as long as it does what it is able, it commits mortal sin.”    
Wrote The Freedom of the Christian Man   (in which he denied it exists before baptism)
Called before the German Diet at Worms.  1521

To Eck he said,

Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain reason—I do not accept the authority of popes and councils, for they have contradicted each other—my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. Here I stand. I cannot do otherwise.
Papal bull against him was published.

He went into hiding in Wartburg.  Given political cover by Frederick “The Wise.”   

Here he completed his German translation of the Bible.

James “a book of straw”  “It has nothing of the nature of the gospel about it.”
He called Revelation “dumb prophecy.”
Rejected celibacy for priests, confession, sacraments other than baptism, eucharist.  
1524  “I will never take a wife”   (famous last words)

Married in 1525 to an escaped nun.
Luther had a model home life, and was a good husband and father.

Replaced transubstantiation with consubstantiation.  He believed in “the real presence” of Christ in the Lord’s Supper.
Met with Zwingli at Marburg in 1529 attempting to form an alliance and union.

Split over the Lord’s Supper.  Zwingli:  a remembrance only.

This led to a complete break between Lutheran and Reformed Churches—over one minor issue!

Crises:  The Pheasant’s Revolution.  1525.  Luther countenanced massacres of the rebellious masses.

Luther published a scathing letter, Against the Robbing and Murdering Hordes of Peasants. He advised the landowners to “smite, slay and stab, secretly or openly, remembering that nothing can be more poisonous, hurtful or devilish than a rebel.
Luther pleaded for leniency for the Anabaptists (unlike Zwingli) but for political reasons of church/state he supported their imprisonment and execution.

Anabaptism was sedition and treason.  (more on that later)

Another stain:  He wrote scathing anti-Semitic polemics.

Lutheranism after Luther:

Philip Melanchthon, his right hand man, took the mantel of Lutheranism.

A better scholar

Not so skeptical of humanism/scholasticism

Milder on predestination.

Lutheranism very quickly devolved into intellectual disputes over minor points of theology and doctrine and became a largely lifeless religion by about 1600.

Ulrich Zwingli  1484-1531  Swiss reformer.  
“I am not a Lutheran, for I had learned Greek before I had ever heard the name of Luther.”

Similar to Luther, but more radical about restoring New Testament practice.  
Most Protestants trace their religious roots to Zwingli and Calvin and “Reformed Theology” than to Luther.

1512 (as a soldier). 1515 (as a chaplain) fought in Italy and France in wars that had nothing to do with Swiss politics or economic life.  Became a Swiss nationalist.

1513 Began to study Greek.  He was more like Erasmus than Luther in his intellectual outlook.

1514 in Basel befriended Oecolampadius who said, “There is but one thing that we should look for in Holy Scripture, and that is Jesus Christ.”

1516 moved to Einsiedeln (near Zurich) where he became a reformer. 

1518 moved to Zurich where he headed a slower but more radical program of reform than Luther.

1523  Began to teach faith alone and scripture alone.

To Faber: “I will have no other judge than the gospel”

Faber: “The Gospel! Always the Gospel!”

1524 Anabaptist movement begins in Zurich.  Zwingli initially supportive, but very soon after turns violently (viciously) against it.

Why?  Because to teach adult baptism is to undermine the power of the church/state that Zwingli had established in Zurich.

Jan. 1525  Debated the Anabaptist Grebel and “won”

To justify his stand biblically, he invented the idea that circumcision in OT = baptism in the NT.   Both are outward signs of an inward reality.

Lord’s Supper and baptism are “ordinances.” (not sacraments)  Essentially, they are symbols.

“The sacraments [i.e., baptism and communion] are given to us as a public testimony of that grace which is previously present to every individual. Thus, baptism is administered in the presence of the Church to one who before receiving it either confessed the religion of Christ or has the word of promise, whereby he is known to belong to the Church.... Faith, therefore, has been present before he receives baptism, and is not given by baptism. But when an infant is offered, the question is asked whether its parents offer it for baptism…. By baptism, therefore, the Church publicly receives one who has previously been received through grace. Hence baptism does not convey grace, but the Church certifies that grace has been given to him to whom it is administered.”
Unlike Luther and Anabaptists, denied baptismal regeneration.  Set the pattern for nearly all Protestants today.

Wikipedia: Baptismal regeneration is the name given to doctrines held by major Christian denominations which maintain that salvation is intimately linked to the act of baptism.

His reform picked up pace.   Mass outlawed in 1525

Rejected transubstantiation for a mere remembrance.  (remember Marburg, 1529)

Church in Zurich:  “Four walls and a sermon.”   (Luther had kept church art, musical instruments, and even vestments for ministers)

“Those individuals who end up damned forever in Hell are also eternally determined by God for that fate.”

Like Augustine and Luther, Zwingli was a radical predestinationist.  He saw the sovereignty of God as the chief principle of Christianity.

Thomas Aquinas (and the Bible!)  God foreknows those who will be saved.   Zwingli, Calvin:  God foreordains who will be saved.

Zwingli was a radical Augustinian/predestinationist

“Those individuals who end up damned forever in Hell are also eternally determined by God for that fate.”  

“So, then, in Adam all men are dead, no one can recall them to life.”

“God’s sovereignty was the first principle of Christian thought…. It is the hub that holds everything together.”
“The same [evil] deed which is done at the instigation and direction of God, brings honor to him, while it is a crime and sin to man.… Although He impels men to some deed which is wickedness unto the instrument that performs it, yet it is not such unto Himself.”
This is monergism (as opposed to synergism)

Total Depravity and Double predestination.

Aquinas, the Jesuits, the Anabaptists:  God foreknows those who will be saved, but he does not predetermine/foreordain who will be saved.

Said Luther:

I protest that I differ from my adversaries with regard to the doctrine of the Lord’s Supper and that I shall always differ from them. Christ has said, ‘This is my body.’ Let them show me that a body is not a body. I reject reason, common sense, carnal arguments, and mathematical proofs.

Clearly speaking for Zwingli, Oecolampadius responded to Luther:

It cannot be denied that there are figures of speech in the Word of God; as ‘John is Elijah,’ ‘the rock was Christ,’ ‘I am the vine.’ The expression ‘This is my body’ is a figure of the same kind.

Here Erasmian intellectualism clashed with Luther’s anti-intellectual tendency.
1531  Died in a battle with Catholic cantons of Switzerland.

Within a generation the Reformed movement was swallowed up by Calvin’s movement in Geneva.

The Anabaptist (rebaptizer) movement. 1524 in Zurich

Also known as the Radical Reformation.  
Conrad Grebel,  George Blaurock, Felix Mantz  1524 decided that baptism required faith and therefore must be for adults only.

Because they rejected infant baptism, they also rejected church/state link.

They therefore, also rejected the Magisterial Reformation!!!!!

It is hard to exaggerate the significance of separation of church and state.    Extreme pacifists.

Their ideal:  To restore 1st century NT Christianity.

The church is composed of baptized, committed, holy believers only.

Accused their enemies (the magisterial Reformation) quite rightly of being Constantinians/Augustinians.    
Taught synergism, not monergism  (God and man cooperate in salvation)  Taught “prevenient grace.”
Began to practice pouring, and later immersion baptism.

Viciously persecuted.  Zwingli personally approved the drowning of  Felix Manz in 1527.  
Catholics burned them at stake.  Lutherans and Calvinists drowned them.
1529 (Catholic) Emperor Charles V declared capital punishment for “rebaptism.”

Dozens of mass executions are recorded. In 1529 of 350 in a single day at Altzey in the Rhineland of Germany. The Count of Altzey “What shall I do, the more I execute, the more they increase.”
1000 special police appointed to find and execute them.  10’s of thousands killed.

Spread to Germany, Tyrol (Italy), Moravia (Czech Republic) and Holland

Two important early writers

Michael Sattler.

They first cut out his tongue, then they used red hot tongs to tear pieces from his body and finally he was burned at the stake on May 21, 1527. Sattler  “We are ready to suffer and to await what God is planning to do with us. We will continue in our faith in Christ so long as we have breath in us, unless we be dissuaded from it by the Scriptures.”
Balthasar Hubmeier  (Moravia and Tyrol)   Wrote On Free Will
Tortured by both Zwinglians and Catholics.
March 10, 1528 burned at the stake. 
“O dear brothers, if I have injured any, in word or deed, may he forgive me for the sake of my merciful God. I forgive all those who have done me harm.” When his beard was rubbed with sulfur and gunpowder he said, “Oh salt me well, salt me well.” 
Three days later, his wife was drowned in the Danube.

Problems:  The Anabaptists were very schismatic.

The problem with “Restoration.”  What needs to be restored?
Disaster in Munster.  A small sect turned to millennialism/apocalypticism (end-time prophecies).

Began a violent revolution in Munster. 

Jacob Hutter   Hutterites.  Communal life
Menno Simons →   Mennonites  became legalistic and overly emphasized asceticism and separation from the “world.”   Great (over)emphasis on church discipline.
Swiss Anabaptists became the Amish

Anabaptists chose to remove themselves from the world rather than to influence it.

John Calvin.  1509-1564 
For all are not created in equal condition;

rather, eternal life is foreordained for some,

eternal damnation for others.

French (Jean Cauvin).  Converted to the Reformation while in law school about 1530.   
Initially Lutheran. In fact, vehemently against Zwingli, but eventually his theology and practice were far more like that of Zwingli.  He inherited leadership of the Swiss/Reformed movement.

Fled France during “The Affair of the Placards.” 1534

Basel, Switzerland 1535

First edition of Institutes of Christian Religion  (or Institutes)   A cathecism.

Most influential document of the Magisterial Reformation.

Agrees with Zwingli on baptism, double predestination, Original sin….

On baptism:  It is “an outward sign by which the Lord represents and testifies his good will toward us.”

Calvin on the Lord’s Supper:  “In what way, so far as its effect upon us is concerned, is the body of Christ in the Sacrament?” His response was this: “genuinely and effectively.”
A wise preservation of the mystery.

1536  Spent the night in Geneva.  William Farel convinced him to stay, which he did, with one interlude, until death in 1564.

He became virtual dictator of Geneva over a church/state theocracy.

Geneva became the center of gravity of the entire Reformation.

Brilliant theologian, Bible commentator and teacher.

Teacher and preacher of mythical proportions.

When he returned to the pulpit in 1541, he started with the very verse he had left off with the Sunday before he was expelled from the city in 1538. 
174 consecutive sermons on Ezekiel

159 on Job.
342 on Isaiah!

Preached without notes, directly from Greek and Hebrew.
Virtually created the modern science of hermeneutics.

Thorough Augustinian
To quote Calvin:  “God is said to have ordained from eternity those whom he wills to embrace in love, and those upon whom he wills to vent his wrath.”

“We call predestination God’s eternal decree, by which he determined with himself what he willed to become of each man. For all are not created in equal condition; rather, eternal life is foreordained for some, eternal damnation for others. Therefore, as any man has been created to one or the other of these ends, we speak of him as predestined to life or death.”

On total depravity, Calvin said (Institutes 1.15.4)  “Even though we grant that God’s image was not totally annihilated and destroyed in him [Adam], yet it was so corrupted that whatever remains is frightful deformity.”

He also said;

“What remains in men?  They are only vermin and rottenness”

Called the saved the “elect”   Called the condemned the “reprobate” (not a biblical word)

Calvinism:

Definition: The “reformed” theological system most commonly associated with the reformer John Calvin.

Better:  The theological system based on the assumption of the absolute sovereignty of God and the concept of total depravity of mankind.

Calvinism is a theological system created by Calvin’s successors, especially Theodore Beza.

TULIP   Five-point Calvinism

Total depravity, 
unconditional election, 
limited atonement, 
irresistible grace,
preservation of the saints.  
TULIP is logical and consistent.  It is more “logical” that the truth!

But…. It is vulnerable.  If any point falls, the whole system falls.

Denominations which are essentially Calvinist:   Presbyterian, Dutch Reformed, Baptist, Puritan (Congregationalist) Anglican/Episcopalian (sort of)   Charismatics are mostly Calvinist in their doctrine.   Evangelicals in general are Calvinist.  Pray Jesus into your heart and once saved/always saved are stepchildren of Calvinism.

Questions:

Is predestination biblical?  If so, what passages would you use to support this.  If not, what passages would you use to refute the idea of predestination?

Is God absolutely sovereign?

Is God’s will always done?

Are human beings born guilty of the sin of Adam (and Eve)?

Do you accept the idea of the “fall” of mankind in the sin of Adam as biblical?  If so, what is the nature of that fall, and what are the implications for us as individuals?

Is the idea of free will biblical?  If so, what verses would you use to support this belief?

Assignment:
Break up into two groups.

One group develop a biblical defense of TULIP

The other group develop a biblical defense of the idea of a real free will.

Let’s have a little debate!

The entire Calvinist system is based on Total Depravity.

Def:  
When Adam (and Eve) rebelled and sinned, the result was the “fall” of mankind, which means that we became completely depraved.  We are completely incapable of loving or obeying God.  We genetically inherit the sin of Adam and are born in sin.  As a result, we are powerless, not only to stop sinning but to decide to respond to God’s love, to obey him, to repent and put our faith in him.  

Calvin used Ephesians 1:4 and John 17:6 and 6:37, along with passages such as Romans 9 which describe God as hardening people’s hearts.

Theodore Beza (1519-1605) Calvin’s successor in Geneva and the father of Calvinism.  A hyper-Calvinist.  

Reformed theology comes from Zwingli and Calvin through Beza. 

Supralapsarianism:  The Fall of man was God’s will.
Supralapsarianism: The view that God's decrees of election and reprobation logically preceded the decree of the fall.

Infralapsarianism: The view that God's decrees of election and reprobation logically succeeded the Fall.  In other words, God allowed the Fall, but from there decreed election.

Jacobus Arminius (1560-1609) Dutch(making the word TULIP ironic!). 
[Calvinism] makes God the author of sin, and if God

is the author of sin, then sin is not sin.

— Jacobus Arminius

Student of Beza in Geneva.  Started as a supralapsarian.

Rejected Calvinistic predestination entirely.

God’s predestination based on foreknowledge, not on unconditional election (foreordination) (Romans 8:29).  God predestined salvation generally (1 John 2:2, 1 Tim 2:4)

Rejected monergism for synergism.
Synergism:  The belief that God’s will and our will work together in salvation.

Q: Are you Arminian?  (not Armenian)

Father of the Remonstrants.  He created the phrase “prevenient grace”.

This is the idea that God’s grace is available to all (not just the elect) and that it is available to all who choose to believe.

Arminius: "The grace sufficient for salvation is conferred on the Elect, and on the Non-elect; that, if they will, they may believe or not believe, may be saved or not be saved."
At the Synod of Dort (Holland) debated with Gomarus.  Produced the Dort Confession (Dutch Reformed Church)
Churches which accept the Arminian view:  Methodists, Restoration Movement, some Baptists, some Pentecostals.
Things we will not be covering:
William Tyndale and the history of the English translation of the Bible. 

Burned at stake  1536. 

The English Protestant Reformation Thomas Cranmer, Book of Common Prayer, Anglicanism.

The Catholic Counter-Reformation, the Council of Trent.

John Knox 1505-1572 and the Scottish Reformation. Founded the Presbyterian Church.
Jansenism (Catholic Calvinism) and Molinism (Catholic Arminianism) in France.

The Heugenots in France

The Second Protestant Reformation.

As long as church and state were joined:

1. The number of groups was limited.

2. A real Christian church, composed of baptized adult believers could not form (or survive)

Religious tolerance:

Holland 1589

Rhode Island 1636

Pennsylvania 1681
England 1689

France 1789

It is in Holland, England and the American colonies that the second Protestant Reformation happened.

Puritans.

By about 1600 many English Protestants were extremely impatient with the pace of reform in England.  Anglicanism was Protestant in doctrine but largely Catholic in practice.

Had tried to reform the Book of Common Prayer (with some success, as it became more Calvinist)

Began to form dissenting churches.

Pilgrims were not necessarily “Puritans”  They were Brownists—a precursor to Baptists.

Puritans, working with Presbyterians, brought about the English Revolution and brought Oliver Cromwell to power.  

Executed Charles I

Calvinists, but believed in church autonomy.  “Congregationalists”  (as opposed to bishops (Episcopalian) or elders (Presbyterian))
Created the Westminister Confession—the most important church creed today.

Controlled the Massachussets Colony.

This is where Cotton Mahther worked and where the First Great Awakening happened.

Baptists

No Hus, Luther, Zwingli or Calvin.
A back-to-the-Bible movement in the early 1600’s

Anabaptist, but not in name

1609 John Smythe began to teach believer’s baptism.  In Holland.

Began to form “Churches of Christ” in England.

Highly persecuted!!!

The earliest Baptists were Arminian.  General Baptists.

Later, in 1640s some were Calvinist  Particular Baptists

1700  130 Particular and 115 General Baptist churches

As with many restorationist groups, they splintered into many groups.

First Baptists in America Roger Williams  Rhode Island 1636.  First colony with religious tolerance in the colonies.  

Williams was a Arminian/General Baptist

The Baptist Church grew more in Georgia and South Carolina where they were Particular Baptists.  (as are most American Baptists today)

Quakers.

George Fox (1624-1691)
Why should any man have power

over any other man’s faith, seeing [that]

Christ Himself is the author of it?

—George Fox
Hated Puritan church where he grew up as very angry, intellectual and spiritually dead church.

Left home to wander, seeking truth.

Like Francis of Asissi—a lover of nature, very emotional. Struggled with depression. Founded a church based on sentiment and feeling rather than on doctrine or intellect.

Studied the Bible voraciously.

Formed “Children of Light”   Later called “Friends”

Spontaneous but also very spiritual worship.  Downplayed preaching.   Formed a virtually doctrine-less church based on religious experience, piety.
Women preachers.   Charismatic?  Shaking (and thus the Quakers)

Qualification for preaching was being filled with the Holy Spirit, not training in a seminary.

They were the “Charismatics” of the seventeenth century.

Fox was persecuted greatly.  He spent more time in jail than free.   Confronted Oliver Cromwell.   Fearless preacher of holiness and personal spirituality.

First great preaching tour of the American colonies (precursor of Whitefield and Wesley)

William Penn (Pennsylvania) was his most important disciple.  His was the first truly successful colony to practice religious tolerance.  
German Pietists
German equivalent of the Quakers

Philip Spener (1635-1705)
It is not enough that we hear the Word

with our outward ear, but we must

let it penetrate to our heart so that

we may hear the Holy Spirit speak there.

— Phillipp Jakob Spener

Spener (and Pietists everywhere) stressed personal holiness, spirituality and faith. (piety)   Emotional rather than intellectual Christianity.
Spener started a movement of small Bible study groups throughout Germany.  
Unlike Fox, he did not break with the state (Lutheran) church.

Succeeded by Auguste Francke (1663-1727)
His Bible groups came to be known as collegium philobiblicum, which translates as “a group of Bible-lovers.”
Started hospitals, schools for the poor, orphanages, missionary societies.  First Protestants to attempt to evangelize non-Europeans!!!  (especially India)
Heavily influenced John Wesley,  and
Nikolaus Zinzendorf (1700-1760)  
“There can be no Christianity without community.”

Godson of Spener.  Very wealthy.

Bought a massive estate and set up a Christian community there.
Became head of the Moravian Brethren. (a group descended from Hussites)

Brought reform to the Moravians and made of them an evangelistic juggernaut.

Wrote The Moravian Covenant for Christian Living. The Moravian Church is one of the few denominations that emphasizes a code of Christian behavior over specific creeds.
This influenced Wesley and Campbell (who met Moravians on his ship to America)

Moravians became the most active Protestant missionaries.

Met a freed slave in 1731 in Copenhagen from West Indies.

Returned to the Brethren and decided to send missionaries.

By his death, 226 missionaries (out of a community of 600 Brethren) sent to  Greenland, Lapland, Georgia, Surinam, Africa's Guinea Coast, South Africa, Amsterdam's Jewish quarter, Algeria, the native North Americans, Ceylon, Romania, and Constantinople.

Social reformer and strong critic of slavery.

Friend of Benjamin Franklin and supporter of Native Indian rights.

This was the first wave of Protestant missionaries.
John 1703-1791 and Charles 1707-1788 Wesley and the Methodists.  
A branch of the Pietist/Holiness movement in continental Europe, which was a reaction against the dry, intellectual (and angry?) tone of reformed and Lutheran churches.
A reform of Anglican church.   “Methodists” Introduced Adult “confirmation”   They also stressed personal commitment and free will.
Led a pietist “Holy Club” at Oxford along with Charles where he was a professor.
Close friend with fellow-member George Whitehead.

Went on an unusuccessful mission to Georgia.
On the voyage he interacted with Moravians whose spirituality deeply convicted him.  

Like Franke, he had a conversion experience.  He “felt his heart strangely warmed.”

This became normative for all evangelical conversions (Arminian or Calvinist)

Traveled to Germany to study with the Moravian Brethren.

Concluded (correctly) that Calvinism provided very weak motivation for holy living.  Concluded that believers ought to be able to live holy lives.  Holiness Movement.  Became Arminian, taught prevenient grace.  Taught “sanctification” after conversion.
Separated from his best friend (and the other greatest evangelist of the 18th century) George Whitefield over Calvinism.
John Wesley on free will: "The will of man is by nature free only to evil. Yet... every man has a measure of free-will restored to him by grace." "Natural free-will in the present state of mankind, I do not understand: I only assert, that there is a measure of free-will supernaturally restored to every man, together with that supernatural light which 'enlightens every man that comes into the world.'”

Stressed personal experience of Jesus Christ.

His “methods” included three hours of daily prayer and study.

Created a large cadre of lay preachers.  Preached in the open air.

He absolutely refused to form his own religious sect and remained Anglican throughout his life.

Spectacular career as a preacher.   Tens of thousands, especially of the poor and uneducated flocked into his “Methodist” meetings.  Preached 40,000 sermons (3/day for more than fifty years)
Friend of John Newton (Amazing Grace)  and William Wilberforce (abolition of slavery)

Calvinism in the 1700s

George Whitefield was a fantastically successful preacher in the Americas
The (First) Great Awakening.   Occurred in the American colonies and England.

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) and the Puritans  
By the mid 1700’s Calvinist Christianity became very dark, depressing. 
“A sinner in the hands of an angry God.”  Hellfire and Brimstone preaching.
Attendance at US churches fell to a very low level, especially on the frontier.

No assurance of salvation.  Congregants had to present evidence of a conversion event.

FATALISM     Church attendance very low.

1800s
Second Great Awakening

Cane Ridge Revival.

Barton Stone rejects predestination.  Along with Alexander Campbell, they began the Restoration Movement.

Those who remained Calvinist underwent a huge pendulum swing.   Total assurance of salvation.   Tulip light.

Happy Calvinism

Modern idea of “once saved always saved” results.

Once you have been saved (pray Jesus into your heart), no matter what happens after that time, you definitely will make it to heaven.

This could be called “cheap grace.”

Anathema to Augustine, Luther, Calvin, etc. who believed in baptismal regeneration and Christendom.

By the mid-1800s we have the Mourner’s Bench and something like the Sinner’s Prayer developing from this Happy Calvinism.

It is from this that modern Evangelicalism evolved.

Charles Finney (1792-1875)   Created the Mourner’s bench in 1835  
"The church has always felt it necessary to have something of this kind to answer this very purpose. In the days of the apostles, baptism answered this purpose. The gospel was preached to the people, and then all those who were willing to be on the side of Christ, were called out to be baptized. It held the place that the anxious seat does now as a public manifestation of their determination to be Christians".

Billy Sunday 1862-1935

A well-known baseball player from Iowa.  He mixed entertainment with ministry.  People were saved by walking down the “sawdust trail” to the front, or praying, or even by shaking hands with Sunday.  Such “crusades” were adapted across America.

Lesson: We need to beware of the allure of “success.”

1950s Billy Graham, Bill Bright.  Crusades.
In the late 1950s Bill Bright came up with the popular Four Spiritual Laws. 
1. God loves you and offers a wonderful plan for your life. 

2. Man is sinful and separated from God. Therefore, he cannot know and experience God's love and plan for his life. 

3.  Jesus Christ is God's only provision for man's sin. Through Him you can know and experience God's love and plan for your life. 

4. We must individually receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord; then we can know and experience God's love and plan for our lives.
This method ends with the Sinner's Prayer. 

"Lord Jesus, I need You. Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins. I open the door of my life and receive You as my Savior and Lord. Thank You for forgiving my sins and giving me eternal life. Take control of the throne of my life. Make me the kind of person You want me to be."
Next:  The Restoration Movement, but first….
The Enlightenment and the Church

All early scientists were Christian and saw science as a branch of theology. (Copernicus, Kepler, Galileo, Boyle…)

Galileo:  “The Bible was written to tell us how to go to heaven, not how the heavens go.”

“For the Holy Bible and the phenomena of nature proceed alike from the divine Word, the former as the dictate of the Holy Spirit, and the latter as the observant executor of God’s commands.”

Believed in special and general revelation.

All this changed with Francis Bacon (1561-1626)  An empiricist and humanist.

“Knowledge ought to bear fruit in works, that science ought to be applicable to industry, that men ought to organize themselves as a sacred duty to improve and transform the conditions of life.”

Rene Descartes (1596-1650)   A mathematician, and rationalist philosopher.

“I think, therefor I am.”   

Pascal:  “I cannot forgive Descartes; in all his philosophy. Descartes did his best to dispense with God in his philosophy.

Isaac Newton and the Mechanical Universe  1687 Principia
With Descartes and Newton Modernism are created.

Rational thought, not the Bible the final arbiter of “truth.”
John Locke (1632-1704) and logical empiricism. 

“Whatever God has revealed is true and must be the object of our faith; but what actually counts as having been revealed by God, that must be judged by reason.”

As James M. Byrne said, “Locke’s attempt to defend both the ‘reasonableness’ of Christianity and hold to an empirical epistemology opened a gap between revealed religion and that which may be derived from reason without special revelation. Through that gap came the horses and carriage of deism.
David Hume, Voltaire and others begin to apply skepticism to Christian Theology

Deism:  Intellectual/Rational revision of Christianity  Deny trinity, virgin birth, resurrection of Jesus, etc.  Joseph Priestly establishes the Unitarian Church.   Franklin, Washington, Jefferson all deists.

The Scottish school of common sense philosophy.
These (Bacon, Locke, logical empiricism and the Scottish school of common sense philosophy) are the intellectual foundation of Alexander Campbell and the Restoration movement.

The Restoration Movement is a thoroughly “modernist” church.

We can scientifically analyze the Bible.  Command, Example, Necessary Demonstration.

The Stone/Campbell Movement: Reformation or Restoration?

Excerpts:   SC Movement  p 573  p 592  p 594   


Background:  The religious atmosphere in the early 19th century on the Western 
Frontier when the Second Great Awakening happened.

1. Strongly Calvinistic Congregationalists.  Independent church structure.

2. Methodists. Arminian  Methodism in the colonies:  Francis Asbury, first bishop of Methodist movement in the U.S.   Strong hierarchical structure.

 3. Presbyterians.  Also strongly Calvinistic.  Both Stone and Campbell were former Presbyterians.


4.  Baptists:  Both General and Particular.  Particularly important on the frontier.

5.  This is the time (1820s 30s) when the Mormons, nascent Evangelical Movement, Christian Science, Adventists and Restoration Movement all got their start in the Second Great Awakening.

The Restoration Movement  (Or is it a reformation movement?)    

Influences on the movement (especially on Thomas and Alexander Campbell)

Francis Bacon and inductive logic: the scientific approach to the facts of the Bible.

 John Locke: the Christian Philosopher

 The Scottish school of Common Sense Philosophy (Adam Smith, Thomas Reid, etc.)
 
The Seceder Presbyterians, the Sandemanians and other radical restorationist sects.

The Moravain/Brethren Churches with their emphasis on piety. 

 James O’Kelly  Methodist.  Rejected organization and creed of Methodism.  Established independent congregations.  We are “Christians Only.” (1784)

 The Christian Connection  (western North Carolina, Kentucky)

 Rice Haggard.  More the theologian than O’Kelly.  “In opinions, liberty.”    “One thing I know, that whenever nonessentials are made terms of communion, it will never fail to have 
a tendency to disunite and scatter the church of Christ.”       (Read SCM p. 
87, 88)

Barton W. Stone:   

Had a crisis over Calvinism.  Rejected double predestination.

Do you hold to the Westminister Confession?   “I do, as far as I see it consistent with 
the word of God.”   (in other words, no!)

The Cane Ridge Revival.  1801.   Shaking in the Spirit.  Evangelical in nature.

June 28, 1804   “The Last Will and Testament of the Springfield Presbytery.”

           Denounced human creed. The Bible only.
          To be Called Christian only.
          Local church government only.
          Freedom of conscience, charity on matters of opinion.

Strong millenial tendency.  The millennium is almost upon us.  Christianity to be the 
world religion.

 These guys considered themselves reformers and uniters, not restorers.

Thomas Campbell. (1763-1851)  Born a Presbyterian (predestination).  Influenced by Haldane, seceder Presbyterians, Sandemanians.   Joined a reformist movement.  Moved to US 1807.

 Became disillusioned with the Presbyterianism.  Attempted to form an independent, non-denominational church.  

1809 Published the “Declaration and Address.”

Alexander Campbell.  1788-1866 Son  Very intellectual 

Joined Thomas from Scotland 1809

Believers only baptism 1812    (SCM p. 180)

Formed Mahoning Baptist Association.  but never called themselves Baptists.  Called themselves Christians.

Campbell/Walker Debate 1820

The Christian Baptist 1823

The Millennial Harbinger 1830

Mahoning Baptist Association dissolved 1830

Bethany College 1840

1820’s an independent movement in Ohio, Pennsylvania

Walter Scott a very influential preacher. 
Did more to create the movement, perhaps, than Alexander Campbell.  A much more effective 
preacher.  First evangelist in the movement

“Restored the gospel”  in 1827   The five step plan of salvation

Scotts: faith, repentance, baptism, remission of sins, Holy Spirit

CoC today: hear, believe, repent, confess, be baptized

The crowning event of the early years of the movement:

1824  Stone and Campbell met for the first time

1831   Decided to form a unified movement

Problems:

1.     Christian (Stonites)  or   Disciple (Campbellites)
2.  Emotional vs intellectual movements (preachers vs teachers)
3.     Teaching on baptism
4.     Ordination of ministers
5.  Doctrine of the Holy Spirit

Hermeneutics:

Alexander Campbell relied on Francis Bacon and Isaac Newton.  Believed we could use 
the scientific method to study the Bible.  Very solid hermeneutics, but sought the 
“facts” of the Bible.    

Command, Example and Necessary Demonstrations.

Where the Bible speaks, we speak, where the Bible is silent, we are silent

 Weak on principles. Tended toward legalism.

The turning point:    Were they a unity movement (a reformation) or a restoration movement?

Stone and Campbell favored reformation (example; the Christadelphians)

Walter Scott, Benjamin Franklin, Tolbert Fanning, David Lipscomb and others 
moved toward restoration.  Sought “the perfect pattern.”

Dominant influences in the movement:

The Colleges (Bethany College, David Lipscomb College, Harding, ACU, etc.)

The Periodicals  (editor/bishops)  (The Millennial Harbinger, The American Christian 
Review, The Gospel Advocate, Firm Foundation, etc.)

These were forces for unity and for division

Causes of disunity:

Evangelism and inter-church organization (the Missionary Society) (are para-church organizations OK?)      (p 254 SCMovement)

The Civil War: pacifism, slavery, etc. (The Missionary Society supported the North)

The “instrument.”  Moses Lard: No preacher should enter a church where an organ stands.

 Daniel Sommer and David Lipscomb.  “Fathers” of the CoC.  Two fathers with a very different nature.

 1906 US Census acknowledged two separate groups:  The Church of Christ and 
the Christian Church/Disciples of Christ.

Northern churches allowed for organization, more liberal.  Became the Christian  Church and 
the Disciples of Christ

Southern churches fiercely independent, became Church of Christ

 SC Movement:   p 573,574

No sense of history (very different from Campbell!!)

Church government based on elders and ministers or evangelists

David Lipscomb (1831-1917)      “Father” of the Church of Christ

Founder of Lipscomb University    Editor of the Gospel Advocate 1866-1917

Very strong dependence on the Bible.   Doctrinally oriented.  Watch your life and your doc
trine.

Became legalistically oriented.  Split over very minor issues  (one cup, instruments in churches, 
etc)  No issue too small to divide over.     (scientific hermeneutics and restorationist 
philosophy)

Daniel Sommer   Watchdog for the brotherhood.

Daniel Sommer was a militant who left a legacy of legalistic wrangling and 
divided congregations.

Following his lengthy sermon, during which he blasted the "liberals" for their 
many "sins," a prepared document was read to the assembled crowd by elder Peter 
Warren. This powerful document, whose chief author was Sommer himself, is known 
as the Address and Declaration. It is an obvious play on the "Declaration and Address" 
which was authored and published in 1809 by Thomas Campbell and was a platform, 
contained in thirteen propositions, for unity among all believers. Sommer's 
"Sand Creek Manifesto," however, was just the opposite. It was a call for d
ivision. Larry Miles, in his study of Sommer's life, noted that this day "will go down 
in our history as a day when the lines of demarcation were drawn." Dr. Leroy 
Garrett seems to agree -- "The date was Sunday, August 18, 1889, and while it is 
risky to attempt to pinpoint the origin of any church, this would be a suitable 
date for the beginning of the Churches of Christ" (The Stone-Campbell Movement, p. 392). 
Sommer was determined to lead the faithful away from the larger body of Disciples 
of Christ, and he came to refer to those loyal to his own plea as the "Churc
h of Christ," whereas all others were the "So-called Christian Church." He was 
condemned for this in the Christian Standard -- "Daniel Sommer is trying to get control 
of some of our congregations, and form a distinct religious body. He would thus 
start a new sect. Its bond and union would be its opposition to certain methods 
of Christian work done by us." Thus, Sommer's followers came to be referred to as 
"anti brethren," since they were opposed to so many things. Sommer also frequently 
insisted that his people were the "only Church of Christ in town." With extremism 
always comes exclusivism. 

The matter effectively was brought to a head by one statement in particular 
on this occasion. Sommer declared, "In closing up this address and declaration, 
we state that we are impelled from a sense of duty to say, that all such innovations 
and corruptions to which we have referred, that after being admonished, and having had 
sufficient time for reflection, if they do not turn away from such abominations, that we can 
not and will not regard them as brethren." The words had been uttered! "For the first 
time in its history a substantial segment of the Stone-Campbell Movement made 
a test of fellowship and a bond of union over issues that had generally been 
considered matters of opinion" (Dr. Leroy Garrett, The Stone-Campbell Movement, p. 392).
Daniel Sommer was devoted to division, and on May 24, 1892, wrote in his Octog
raphic Review, "The Sand Creek Declaration is being adopted, and those who will not 
do right are purged out as old leaven. In course of a few years the Church 
of Christ will be entirely separated from the Christian Church. Then there will 
be no more fellowship between them as there now is between the Church of Ch
rist and any other branch of sectarianism. Hallelujah." In other words, Praise God
for this division of His people!! 

20th Century controversies:

One cup, Sunday School, ?anti? churches

Premillennialism

For the Christian Church/Disciples of Christ; The Ecumenical Movement.  Open Membership.

UCMS (United Christian Missionary Society) vs. NACC (North American Christian Convention)

Two denominations by about 1950

Church of Christ:  Conservative

Christian Church:  Moderate

Disciples of Christ:  Liberal

Lessons to be learned:

Unity is extremely difficult to maintain without strong hierarchical structure.

Separating essential matters from the non-essential is harder than we think.

 A movement without a strong hierarchical structure needs instruments to maintain unity.

Careful thinking about theology, church structure and history are required for long term growth and unity.

It is extremely difficult to avoid overreacting to groups with whom we disagree.

The Restoration Movement.          Let us restore rather than reform!!!
Our Movement.

1969 Chuck Lucas campus Minister at Crossroads Church of Christ in Gainesville Fla.  Soul talks, Strong emphasis on commitment, purity in dating, evangelism.

         Converted Kip McKean, Tom Brown, Sam Laing, etc….  By late 1970’s  sent out dozens of campus ministers across Churches of Christ in US.  Became
         known as the Crossroads Movement.    Persecuted because schismatic.  Would not “fellowship” other campus groups.

Problem:   Existing Churches of Christ almost inevitably split over commitment/discipleship.
Kip McKean  Disciple-only churches.Boston, 1979.  “Where the Bible speaks, we are silent, where the Bible is silent we speak.”  Far less legalistic than CoC

        Reconstruct Crossroads ministries. Rebaptise CoC’ers   Extremely schismatic.      Great world vision.     Highly authoritarian leadership style.
Church of Christ:   converted people to baptism               ICOC:  converted people to discipleship.     .Amazing world-wide growth and impact.

Problems with leadership style and most especially with highly centralized, autocratic leadership style.

Such strong emphasis on the basics, failed to encourage deep biblical study by every member (like the Church of Christ)

Proposal:   Convert people to Jesus Christ (without losing emphasis on Lordship or teaching on how to be saved)
Proposal:   Let us continue to be a world-wide movement, but financial and otherwise commitment is a local decision by a leadership based on elders and evangelists.  Voluntary para-church associations.

Move from a group vision to mixture of group and individual sense of mission.  Move away from schismatic attitude.  Attitude of reformation vs restoration.
7th Day Adventism

Grew out of Millerite Adventist movement in the 1840s

Miller prophesied that Jesus Christ would come back October 22, 1844 (based on a misinterpretation of Daniel 8:14-16 2300 evenings and mornings.)

Thousands quit their jobs, preached the Advent of Jesus and waited.  When it did not happen the movement scattered, forming a number of small groups (one of which led to Jehovah’s Witness Church, another of which led to 7th Day Adventist movement).

Some taught that the date 1844 was correct, but that Jesus came back silently, entering the heavenly tabernacle, beginning the “Investigative Judgement” 

Adventists see themselves as NT church restorationists—as inheritors of the tradition of the Waldenses, Puritans, Anabaptists and other reformer/restorationist sects.

“7th Day” sect Founded by Ellen G. White—the chief prophetess of this movement 1860s and her husband.

Ellen G. White claimed to be a modern-day prophet.   her writings are considered "a continuing and authoritative source of truth"

One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is prophecy. This gift is an identifying mark of the remnant church and was manifested in the ministry of Ellen. G. White . As the Lord's messenger, her writings are a continuing and authoritative source of truth which provide for the church comfort, guidance, instruction, and correction. They also make clear that the Bible is the standard by which all teaching and experience must be tested. (Joel 2:28, 29; Acts 2:14-21; Heb. 1:1-3; Rev. 12:17; 19:10.)
Health
At the age of nine, White sustained a blow to the head from a rock thrown at her. It is frequently interpreted from various speculations on the incident that Ellen White spent three weeks in a coma and that a brain trauma might explain her visions.[32] Individuals with epilepsy have also been found to have delusions and hallucinations in relationship to God. Abnormalities in the hippocampus are associated with religiosity in refractory epileptic patients similar to Ellen G.White.

Plagiarism
While the Adventist church has no mechanism for canonizing a person's writings or elevating a "prophet" into sainthood (as the Catholic Church does), they have their own system which accomplishes the same effect, by protecting and promoting the perception of Ellen White as a "true" prophet. The core of Seventh-day Adventist doctrine came directly from the "visions" of Ellen White and are still espoused officially by the church, as evidenced by their current teachings and official positions.

Desmond Ford and many others' research (see references below)correctly points out that Ellen White copied generously, in some cases chapter and verse and word for word from other writers of her day, while calling these writings "hers" and saying emphatically that they were revealed to her by god-given visions. The Phoenix Sun Times and other newspapers in 1975 reported documentation that the church leadership, particularly the executors of the Ellen G. White Estate (all of whom are church officials) have known about her copious plagiarism for years.
Emphasis:

Worship on the 7th Day (obviously)

Carrying of certain OT laws into NT Christianity:  especially the Sabbath.

Strong emphasis on healthy eating, vegetarianism.   Abstinance from pork and shellfish for sure (based on OT laws)

Do not believe in hell, but that after judgement, the lost are annihilated.

Emphasis on premillenialism    (Jesus coming back and reigning on the earth for 1000 years before final judgment)

Response to Adventism;

1. Probably the day of worship is not a salvation issue, but…


a. We know from the New Testament that the church worshipped on Sunday: the 

               “eighth day.”

                Acts 20:7    Rev 1:10 “On the Lord’s Day”  (which all scholars agree is Sunday). 

               Paul met with the Jews in synagogue on Sabbath, and with the church on Sunday.


b. All the evidence is unanimous that the early church worshipped on Sunday.  There is

                absolutely no doubt about this.

2.  The idea that we, as Christians, are subject to or required to obey selected laws of Moses is not biblical.     

Galatians 2:21  If righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing.

Gal 3:10-12   Those who rely on observing the law are under a curse.

Gal 5:2-4    You have fallen away from grace.
Colossians 2:13-23

By the way, you might want to be aware that some Adventists teach baptism of adults for salvation.  
History of Pentecostalism:

Grew out of the Holiness Revival Movement in the 1890s.  For example Moody, Spurgeon and so forth.  Holiness leaders such as Charles Cullis, John Alexander Dowie, and Albert B. Simpson established healing missions across the U.S. They, like other holiness advocates, believed a new, miraculous era of the spirit was coming which would end in the second coming of Christ.

Early pioneers:   Charles Parham.  Topeka Bible School, January, 1901.  Students spoke in tongues. Moved to Houston.  Trained William Seymour.

According to many, the Pentecostal movement began April 9, 1906 in Asuza, California, under leadership of William Seymour.

Interracial, No order of service.  Entirely spontaneous.  People share a word of prophecy, a tongue, fall in the Spirit, etc.

Broke out in tongues.  Extremely emotional.  Spread like wildfire.

Initially, believers thought that learning foreign languages by Christians would no longer be necessary.  This did not turn out to be true.

Most early groups were Methodist/Wesleyan.   This led to the Reformed Pentacostal group of churches as a reaction.

1914  All-white group of ministers formed the Assemblies of God as Reformed Pentecostal.

1913 Jesus’ name baptism only.  Rejected trinitarianism.  HS baptism essential for salvation.  (modalism)

Pentecostal Churches:

Church of God, Church of God in Christ, Pentecostal Holiness Church (Wesleyan, Methodistic)

Assemblies of God,  International Church of the Four Square Gospel (Reformed, Baptistic) 

United Pentecostal Church International, Assemblies of the World (Oneness, modalistic, deny the trinity)

Many more:  Apostolic Faith Church, Faith Tabernacle, Word of Faith,  Kingdom Now, etc….

1998  11,000 Pentecostal denominations.   Today, about 200 million worldwide, especially in the Third World.

AOG 1998  57 million.

What do all these groups share in common?

Experiential/emotional Christianity.

Eschatological focus.  Discussion of end times is a MAJOR part of their preaching and teaching.

Emphasis:   Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Whether this is a requirement for salvation (it is for some, and not for others) it is the thing they talk about the most.

“Fundamentalists.”    (young earth creationists, very literal interpretation of the Bible, inerrancy of the Bible, tend to have very conservative rules of clothing, drinking, etc.)

Pentacostalism  ≠  Charismatic.    Charismatic is a broader term, applying to those who believe in modern miraculous gifts in general, including those in the denominations..

1960s and 70s, many in Protestantism and Catholicism began to accept Holy Spirit gifts as normative, but did not leave their denominations.  Together with the Pentacostals, they form what is known as the Charismatic Movement.

As many as 400 million   (¼ of all Christians)

Christianity in the 21st century
1. In the past 70 years, the center of gravity has massively shifted to the “global south.”

2. Almost all growth in Christianity is in Africa, South and Central America and China.

3. Europe and North America are now the target of evangelism, largely from Africa, South America and Korea.

4. Most new church movements are rising in Africa, SE Asia.  Dynamic Christianity is no longer in the US.

5. We have entered both the post-Christian and the postmodern ages.

6. We will have to adapt and learn how to evangelize in the post-Christian, postmodern world.

Modernism:  Doctrine, Bible, individualism good. Tolerance bad.

Postmodern:   Tolerance the principle “good.”  Community more important.  Social relevance more important than doctrinal purity.  Cultural  apologetics more effective than evidential apologetics.   Growing churches will be community-based and social-justice will be emphasized.  Experience will be more important than “truth.”
MORMONISM

or

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF THE LATTER DAY SAINTS

MORMONISM (The Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints)

Founder:  Joseph Smith  (1805 - 1844)

HISTORY:

Joseph Smith

Born in Vermont, 1805, raised in rural New York State.

Not known for holding a regular job

Turned to scamming people.  Was a religious charlatan.

Divining, dousing  treasure hunting

Arrested and convicted of scamming people out of money for finding treasure 

Used “magic stones” to find buried treasure.

Dreamed about a large ancient buried treasure near Palmyra New York and got a number of people to pay to support his treasure hunt.

When he could not make sufficient money from treasure hunting, turned to religious pseudo-Christian scams, much like supposed faith healers today.

In 1823, Joseph Smith said he was visited by an angel named Moroni, who told him of an ancient record containing God's dealings with the former inhabitants of the American continent.

Claimed to have a vision and to receive a direct commission from The Father and the Son, Jesus Christ.

Claimed to have found golden tablets buried under ground in 1927 on which was inscribed in a kind of Egyptian writing (which never existed) the Book of Mormon.

Translated them by putting his head inside a hat and holding the same magic rocks which he now called the Urim and the Thummim ( he used to search for buried treasure.

Never produced these supposed golden tablets for the public. 

His translation complete, Joseph had one further use of the golden plates. To assure skeptics that the plates did, indeed, exist, he showed them to several trusted witnesses, who signed statements affirming that they had beheld the plates. In preparation for viewing the plates, the chosen witnesses prayed for several hours. After lengthy praying, one witness reported that he saw only an empty box. Joseph sent him out for additional prayer, after which the golden plates were fully visible to the witness. 

Joseph later announced that he had returned the plates to the angel who had first led him to them. The angel took them off to eternity

Book of Mormon is a grade B historical fantasy novel with many passages stolen directly from the Old Testament, especially from Isaiah.  Written is pseudo King James English.  

Original version had thousands of grammar and spelling errors.

Every single original witness to the golden tablets, eventually left the Mormon cult.

Mormon movement grew rapidly, moved to Kirtland, Ohio; Independence, Missouri and Far West, Missouri. Finally it would find a resting place in Nauvoo, Illinois between 1839-1844.  Joseph Smith became Mayor and general.  Took on a number of other wives, including stealing wives from some other leaders in the movement.

Sidney Rigdon became sort of his right hand man on teaching of Mormonism.

Rigdon  a major figure in the Restoration Movement, under leadership of Alexander Campbell.

Into speaking in tongues, other gifts, left Disciples of Christ movement  (  became part of Mormonism.

Rigdon’s influence:  repentance and baptism for forgiveness of sins part of Mormonism.

Persecution at Nauvoo, Il became intense, Smith arrested, killed in a shootout at a jail in nearby Carthage Illinois.

Movement scattered, many moved to Independence Missouri (forming the “Reformed Mormons), others followed Brigham young to Salt Lake City, Utah.

MORMON SCRIPTURES

A. THE BOOK OF MORMON
Supposedly translated from “Reformed Egyptian” (Mormon 9:32)

Mormon 8:18  “Don’t demand to see the plates or you will be killed.”

Originally published in 1830.

Went through several early editions.  The original is not generally available.  It was filled with blatant spelling and grammatical errors.

A grade B religious fantasy about a group of Jews—the Jaredites—who left Mesopotamia about 2000 BC, crossed the Atlantic ocean in eight cubic shaped boats with one hole in the bottom, one in the top and no windows.!  After over 1000 years, the Jaredites were destroyed by the Lamanites—the native Americans.

Another “lost tribe” of Jews—the Nephites—migrated as well to New World around 600 BC.

The apparent scene of the book of Mormon is Central America.

Describes many tribes, wars in which over two million soldiers are killed and large cities, none of which exist.

No archaeological discovery supports any of the events in the Book of Mormon.

Book of Mormon has cows and horses in Central America when there were none. (Enos 1:21).  Silk in the New World in 600 BC (Ether 7:9)  Even elephants (Eth 9:19).

Baptism in the name of Jesus for forgiveness taught in 600 BC!

Jesus came and preached to these people after being resurrected (3 Nephi 9).

Statements by the Smithsonian Institution and the National Geographic Society: 
"The Smithsonian Institution has never used the Book of Mormon in any way as a scientific guide. Smithsonian archaeologists see no connection between the archaeology of the New World and the subject matter of the Book." 




Official Statement, 1979 
"Neither representatives of the National Geographic Society nor, to my knowledge, archaeologists connected with any other institution or equal prestige have ever used the Book of Mormon in locating historic ruins in Middle America or elsewhere." 

Dr. Neal Judd 
Many of the really strange Mormon doctrines are not found in the Book of Mormon

B. Doctrine and Covenants

This is a collections of the supposed revelations of Joseph Smith, with a small number of other revelations added after he died.

138 sections.

Most of them are revelations to Smith (from Father, Jesus, Moroni, John the Baptist, etc.)

From section 125 on, they are in first person.  Smith feels he can now speak personally as an inspired speaker.

The main teachings of D & C are listed below

C. PEARL OF GREAT PRICE

Moses    Interpolations to Genesis

Book of Abraham  (A blatantly fraudulent “translation” of Egyptian burial 

scrolls bought by Joseph Smith)

Joseph Smith A History    Joseph’s own account of his life.

Articles of Faith. (A creed written by Smith)

Mormons believe in progressive revelation.  The Doctrine and Covenants can be added to.

Here is where the strange doctrines of Mormonism are found.

C. THE BIBLE (so long as it is properly interpreted by the Mormon priesthood)  

Mormons only use the King James version because the BOM includes excerpts from the KJV.

TEACHINGS OF MORMONISM

1. The Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost are three separate gods. 

Joseph Smith gave what is his most famous speech, known as the King Follett discourse, on April 7, 1844.  In the speech he declared, "I will preach on the plurality of Gods. I have always declared God to be a distinct personage, Jesus Christ a separate and distinct personage from God the Father, and the Holy Ghost was a distinct personage and a Spirit: and these three constitute three distinct personages and three Gods."
 

2. There are many gods.  D&C 76:58, Abraham 3.

3. The Father and the Son, in heaven, have physical flesh-and-blood bodies. D&C 130:1-3, 32.

4. Eternal Progression.  Humans in the highest level of the celestial kingdom can be 

glorified and become gods, eventually even being over a planet of their own. D&C 93, 139:10, Abraham 3.

In April, 1844 Joseph Smith preached his most famous sermon in front of an estimated crowd of 20,000. "God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens!... I am going to tell you how God came to be God. We have imagined and supposed that God was God from all eternity. I will refute that idea, and take away the veil so that you may see...He was once a man like us; yea that God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth, the same as Jesus Christ himself did...Here, then is eternal life... you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves,...the same as all Gods have done before you."
 

5. Jesus and Satan were spiritual brothers.  Abraham 3:25-28.

Milton Hunter of the Council of the Seventy said, “The appointment of Jesus to be the Savior of the world was contested by one of the other sons of God. He was called Lucifer, son of the morning. Haughty, ambitious, and covetous of power and glory, this spirit-brother of Jesus desperately tried to become the Savior of mankind."
 

6. God has a mother—our Mother in Heaven.

The doctrine of a Heavenly Mother is still found in Mormonism today. Early Mormon teachers traced the teaching back to Joseph Smith, although we do not find it stated directly in his writings. That Smith originated this teaching is implied in the official Latter Day Saint church history which quotes Smith as saying, "Come to me; here's the mysteries man hath not seen, Here's our Father in heaven, and Mother, the Queen."
  Brigham Young said that he "would not worship a God who had not a father; and I do not know that he would if he had not a mother; the one would be as absurd as the other."
 
7. There was a complete falling away of the Church soon after apostolic times. Joseph Smith reestablished the Kingdom of God on earth in 1830. D&C 21.

8. Revived Levitical Priesthood. D&C 13:1f.

9. Revived Melchizedek Priesthood. D&C 68:15f.

10.  Three Kingdoms of God: the celestial, terrestrial and telestial. D&C 76.

11. Baptism for the dead. D&C 124:29, 128.

12. Pre-existence of human souls that determines their station in life. D&C 138:56.

In April, 1844, Smith taught:

"[T]he soul—the mind of man—the immortal spirit. Where did it come from? All learned men and doctors of divinity say that God created it in the beginning; but it is not so: the very idea lessens man in my estimation.... We say that God himself is a self-existent being.... Man does exist upon the same principles.... [The Bible] does not say in the Hebrew that God created the spirit of man. It says 'God made man out of the earth and put into him Adam's spirit, and so became a living body.' The mind or the intelligence which man possesses is co-equal with God himself.... Is it logical to say that the intelligence of spirits is immortal, and yet that it had a beginning? The intelligence of spirits had not beginning, neither will it have an end. That is good logic. That which has a beginning may have an end. There never was a time when there were not spirits; for they are co-equal [co-eternal] with our Father in heaven.”
[
13. Celestial (eternal) marriage, Celestial families. Still believed by Mormons, although its sister doctrine polygamy has been abandoned. D&C 131, 132
14. Plural marriage (polygamy).  Not officially practiced by the Utah church since 1890. D&C 131, 132.

Mormon apostle and later counselor to Brigham Young in the church’s First Presidency Jedediah M. Grant said, "The grand reason why the gentiles and philosophers of his school persecuted Jesus Christ, was because he had so many wives; there were Elizabeth, and Mary, and a host of others that followed him." He goes on to say, "The grand reason of the burst of public sentiment in anathemas upon Christ and his disciples, causing crucifixion, was evidently based upon polygamy, according to the testimony of the philosophers who rose in that age. A belief in the plurality of wives caused the persecution of Jesus and his followers. We might almost think they were 'Mormons'"
 

15. Nearly everyone goes to one of three levels of heaven: the celestial, terrestrial and telestial (this was described as virtual Universalism above). D&C 76.

16.  Miracles such as modern day revelation, prophecies, tongues, etc. are still in effect. , Articles of the Faith 7.

17. Jesus was conceived through God having sexual relations with Mary. This makes God the Father a polygamist. Most modern Mormons do not accept this belief.

Brigham Young said, “That very babe that was cradled in the manger was begotten, not by Joseph, the husband of Mary, but by another Being. Do you inquire by whom? He was begotten by God our heavenly Father, by the process known to nature—just as men now create children.

He also said, “When our father Adam came into the Garden of Eden he came into it with a celestial body, and brought Eve, one of his wives, with him. He helped to make and organize this world. He is Michael, the Archangel, the Ancient of Days! About whom holy men have written and spoken—He is our Father and our God, and the only God with whom we have to do.”

18. People with darker skins are cursed—especially blacks. Moses 7:8-11, Abraham 1:22. Blacks and especially Indians are degenerate humans. Mormon 5:15. “Indians are dark filthy and loathsome.” 1 Neph 11:13. “Dark people are sinful.” 2 Nephi 5:21. Dark skin is loathsome. Those who marry the dark skinned are cursed. Blacks were only admitted to the Levitical and Melchizedek priesthoods upon a later revelation in 1979. D&C 139.

19. The Book of Mormon, Doctrines and Covenants and Pearl of Great Price are inspired by God.  Articles of Faith 8.

20. Joseph Smith is a prophet, seer and revelator

21. There are many planets, with advanced spiritual beings—gods—over them. D&C 93, Moses 1:23, 29, 33. 

22. God’s throne is near the great star Kolob which circulates every one thousand years. Abraham 3:1f.

23. The universe is formed of pre-existing material. The physical universe is eternal.  Abraham 3:24.

24. “Great and precious promises” have been removed by wicked men from the Bible, so that it is not complete, which is why the Book of Mormon is needed. 1 Nephi 13:26-27.

Scriptures to bear in mind:  Galatians 1:6-9, 2 Thess 2:5-12, 1 John 2:18-23

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS

Background and History.

Founded by Charles Taze Russel

Russel was influenced by the Millerite/Adventist movement (led to the 7th Day Adventist Church)

The Adventist/Millerite movement began in the 1830’s

William Miller used Daniel 8:14 and Daniel 9:25 (a very odd connection) to calculate that the millennial reign would come  on October 22, 1844.

Emphasis on the immanent return of Jesus Christ to the Earth.

Russel founded his own cult-like movement.

a. Strong emphasis that only his followers are saved.

b. Use of language unique to his religious movement (Jehovah, etc.)

Taught the invisible return of Jesus in 1874

Predicted the rapture in 1878

Began  Zion’s Watchtower publication 1879.

Rejected the trinity in 1882

Predicted the End of the World in 1914, also using Daniel 8:14 and Supported by a false reading of Matthew 24:3)

When that did not happen, said we have entered the Investigative Judgement.

Very controversial.  Made a lot of money from his movement.  Accused of numerous scams.

Sold “miracle wheat” through the Watchtower organization.  A scam which made him quite a bit of money.  Was sued over this.

Was divorced by his wife for marital unfaithfulness.

Died 1916

Later, the JW movement basically disowned Russel and do not acknowledge him as the founder of their religion—more for theological reasons than because of his scandals.

The Watchtower Society became the all-powerful, controlling influence in the Religion.   One Watchtower publication went so far as to say  “We recognize not only Jehovah God as our father, but his organization (The Watchtower Society) as our mother.”

Succeeded by Joseph “Judge” Rutherford.   Hired to keep Russel out of jail.

Continued the policies of Russel, increased organization of the Watchtower 

Society, making it into the all-powerful organization it now is.

Very strong emphasis on indoctrination into the teachings of the church and the requirement that all members go door-to-door to go to heaven.

Rutherford predicted Abraham, Isaac and Jacob would rise from the grave in 1925.

Watchtower Society predicted 1975 will be the year of Armageddon and the beginning of the 1000 year reign.

The church has continued to grow rapidly ever since it was founded.  2/3 of members are outside the US at this point.  Total membership:  7.8 million.

Fundamental beliefs of JW movement:

1.  Jesus Christ is the archangel Michael.  He definitely is not deity.  He is a 

    very powerful created being.  He was not raised from the dead in a 

    physical body.

2.  The Holy Spirit is definitely not a person and is definitely not God.  It is a 

     force for good, rather than part of God.

3.  The only true and acceptable name for God is Jehovah.  Those who do 

     not use the name Jehovah are not true Christians.

4.  Only faithful JW members will be in heaven with Jehovah. (144,000 of 

     Revelation 7.)

5.  There is no such thing as Hell as a place of torment for those who are not 

     saved.  Those who are not saved when they die simply cease to exist.  All 

     go to a common grave called hell when they die.  There is no such thing 

     as a soul without a body.  “Man does not have a soul.  He is a soul.  

     Therefore there is no consciousness at all after death without a body.  

     Even Jesus was mortal.      Soul sleep.

6.  Very soon after Jesus ascended to heaven, the true church became 

     completely apostate.  There were no true Christians at all until God’s 

   “Faithful and Discreet Servant” Charles Russel came to call people back to 

    the true gospel.  (Nowadays, JW’s would emphasize the Watchtower 

    Society as the Faithful and Discreet Servant, not Russel)

7.  As with most Adventist groups, there is a strong emphasis on obeying 

     selected Old Testament laws (they are totally inconsistent—seemingly 

     arbitrary on this)

a. no eating of blood, no transfusions accepted, even to save a life.

8.   Miscelaneous odd doctrines which JW’s use to make themselves 

      different from everyone else.

b. All celebrations and holidays not specifically mentioned in the Bible are sinful.  Birthdays, Anniversaries, Christmas, Easter, etc.

c. Complete refusal to serve in the armed forces of whatever country they live in.  This creates huge problems in some countries.

d. Christians cannot wear a cross, because it is a pagan symbol.  “No biblical evidence even intimates that Jesus died on a cross.”  “Jesus most likely was executed on an upright stake without any crossbeam.”  (John 20:25)

e. Cannot pledge allegiance to the flag.

THE WATCHTOWER SOCIETY

JW’s call the Watchtower Society the “faithful and discreet slave” of Matthew 24:45-47   (faithful and wise servant)

Ie  WS is the fulfillment of this prophecy  (used to apply this to Russel)

“Unless we are in touch with this channel of communication (The Watchtower Society) that God is using, we will not progress along the road to life, no matter how much Bible reading we do”   Wow!!!

Not only do we find that people cannot see the divine plan in studying the Bible by itself, but we see also that if anyone lays the Scripture Studies aside, even after he has used them, after he has become familiar with them, after he has read them for ten years—if he then lays them aside and ignores them and goes to the Bible alone, though he has understood his Bible for ten years, our experience shows that within two years he goes into darkness.  On the other hand, if he had merely read the Scripture Studies with their references, and had not read a page of the Bible, as such, he would be in the light at the end of the two years, because he would have the light of the Scriptures. (Witness of Jehovah, 1988, p.33)
1969 edition of the Watchtower mag:  God’s faithful and discreet slave is God’s sole “channel of communication to His people.”

Other quotes from the WS:

“God has not arranged the [His] word to speak independently or to shine forth life-giving truths by itself.  It is through his organization God provides this light”

“Avoid independent thinking… questioning the counsel that is provided by God’s visible organization.

If we have love for Jehovah and for the organization of his people, we shall not be suspicious, but shall, as the Bible says, “believe all things,” all things that The Watchtower brings out.”

Vs.  Acts 17:11              Let us never become like this!

Early JW movement:   Charles Russel was the sole interpreter of the Bible

Now:  The Watchtower is the sole legitimate interpreter of the Bible.

THE NEW WORLD TRANSLATION

JW’s have their own translation which they use so as to avoid some of the obvious problems and contradictions between their beliefs and the Bible.

Most famous example:   

John 1:1   In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was a god.       No support for this translation;

Faithful and discreet slave vs faithful and wise servant

Nevertheless:  I suggest you let them use their bogus translation and work with that.  
REFUTING FALSE DOCTRINES OF JW’S

I. Jesus is not God. Jesus is the first and highest of created beings.  Jesus is an angel.  He is the archangel Michael.  (“Michael the great prince is none other than Jesus Christ Himself”  (The Watchtower, Dec, 1984, p 29.) (Daniel 10:1,13, 12:1)

This is the Arian heresy  Arius

J. W. proof-texts:

Jn 1:1  In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was a god.

Jn 3:16  “Jehovah’s first creation was his only begotten Son”  (an attempt to preempt Jn 1:14)

Rev 3:14  the beginning of (The ruler of)the creation of God  (a mistranslation)

Coll 1:15-17  The first-born of  (NIV over)  all creation…. By means of him all other things have been created  (they insert the word other)
Jn 14:28  The Father is greater than I

Jn 20:17  My God

1 Cor 15:28  the head of Christ is God.

Claim:  Jesus is never worshipped in the NT

Jesus is never called Jehovah, so he is not God, because Jehovah is the only name of God.

Answer:

Compare Coll 1:16   to  Hebrews 2:10

Besides, just look at Coll 1:16   all things were created by Christ….all things were created by him and for him.

Heb 1:2  the entire universe

OT:   God is the creator

NT:  Jesus is the creator      Jesus is God.

Jn 8:58   Before Abraham was born, I AM   (Exodus 3:14)



…they picked up stones to stone him.

Jn 10:30  I and the Father are one.   Clear enough?   Read through vs. 33.

Coll 2:9  The fullness of deity lives in bodily form.


(NWT:  Because it was in him that all the fullness of the divine quality dwells bodily)

Not one single Greek scholar will support the NWT

Jn 20:28  My Lord and my God.

Titus 2:13   Our great God and savior, Jesus Christ


(NWT:  the Great God and of the savior of us, Jesus Christ)



Is 43:11  God says that only he saves

God our savior and Jesus Christ our savior used interchangeable in Titus

Phil 2:5,6   Who being in very nature God, …

Zech 12:10   They will look on me, the one they have pierced…



(NWT  look to the one whom they pierced)

Isaiah 9:6,7

(if time…   Heb 1:6 angels are commanded to worship (proskuneo) Jesus.)

II.  The Holy Spirit is not deity or part of God.  It is a force for good.


“The Holy Spirit is not a person, but is a powerful force that God causes to emanate from himself to accomplish his holy will” (Reasoning from the Scriptures, 1989, p 381)

The HS can be likened to electricity, “a force that can be adapted to perform a great variety of operations.”  (Should You Believe in the Trinity?, 1989, p.20), 

Naturally, if JW’s deny deity to Christ, they have to do so with the Holy Spirit as well.

Arguments:


HS never given a name.


Mark 1:10, Acts 2  etc.  describe the HS coming on people with power—allowing people to work miracles, filling people up.  Can a person fill someone up?   (answer:  Eph 3:19 filled with God)


Genesis 1:2  NWT  “God’s active force was working to shape the earth”

Answers?

1 Cor 2:10  The Spirit searches all things.

Eph 4:30  Do not grieve the Holy Spirit.

1 Cor 12:11  The Holy Spirit distributes spiritual gifts to each one individually just as He wills.

Jn 14:16 …another helper, that He may be with you forever…

Jn 16:5,f    … the Counselor… I will send him to you… When he comes, he will convict the world

Matthew 28:18   …in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    JW’s make a big deal out of the HS not having a name….

Acts 13:2  The HS says Set apart for Me Barnabus and Saul for the work to which I have called them.

Acts 16:6  The HS forbids Paul to preach

Acts 8:29  The HS told Philip to speak to the Ethiopian.

Matthew 12:32   Anyone who speaks against (blasphemes) the HS will not be forgiven.    Can you blaspheme a force?   (besides, God Rev 13:6 and Jesus Matt 27:39 can be blasphemed)

III. Jehovah is the only legitimate name for God, both in NT and OT

Proof-texts:

Ezekiel 39:6  “People will have to know that I am Jehovah.”

Matthew 6:9  Our Father in heaven, praised be your name.

Exodus 3:15  …This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation.

Romans 10:13  “Everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved”

JW’s:  Those who do not call God his proper name, Jehovah, are not saved!



(a familiar cult methodology)

…and by the way, Jesus is never called Jehovah in the OT or the NT, so this is further proof that he is not God.

a.  Response to these passages:  to the ancients, the name of a person was taken as a personification of the person.  “Halt in the name of the king”

b. The word Jehovah is never used in either the OT or the NT

YHWH      plus      the vowels for ADONAI (Lord)  =  YAHOWAH

Went into Yiddish, then into German as Jehovah.

      c. God has many other names in the OT   Elohim, Adonai, etc.



(JW’s claim superstitious Jews selectively took YHWH out without any evidence at all)

d. God is never called YHWH even once in the NT.  (Father, God, Lord, etc.    Jesus never called his Father Jehovah.  (Abba, Father, into your hands I commit my spirit)

e.  Get this….  JW’s claim that the early church changed all the references to YHWH in the New Testament.      This one is absolutely ridiculous.   We have manuscripts from AD 125

IV. There is no punishment in hell.

JW’s claim that there is no conscious existence after death.  There is no soul apart from the physical body.  This even applies to Jesus.  God will re-create us at a later time to live in a new physical body.  All go to a common “Hell” upon death to experience soul-sleep.

Some, 144,000  JW’s (the “anointed class”, the “little flock” of Luke 12:32)will live with God as spiritual beings, in heaven (Rev 7:4)

The other (my “other sheep” of John 10:16)  JW’s will live on a physical paradise earth.

Proof-text:    Matthew 6:10   Your kingdom come, on earth as it is in heaven   NWT:  “Let your will take place, as in heaven, also upon earth.”

Proof-text:  Ecclesiastes 9:5  “the dead know nothing”

Everyone else will simple cease to exist.

Example:   NWT  Luke 23:43    I tell you today,   you will be with me in Paradise      (vs.  I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise)

Matthew 25:46   NWT  “And these will depart into everlasting cutting-off”        vs  depart into eternal punishment.

Note:   eternal life and eternal punishment use the same words.

Answer?

Rev 14:9-12     smoke of their torment rises forever and ever.

Vs 13  Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.   Blessing and punishment are laid alongside one another.

Mark 9:44   What does this mean if hell does not involve punishment.

     Daniel 12:2   How can you have one without the other.

Luke 12:46-48    Degrees of punishment.  If there is no punishment, how can there be degrees of punishment?

Luke 16:19-28  torment = pain.

V. Salvation:

Salvation impossible apart from total obedience to the Watchtower Society and participation in the programs of the Society (such as going door-to-door).

“To get one’s name written in the Book of Life will depend on one’s works”

(The Watchtower, 1 April, 1947, p 204)
“…working hard for the reward of eternal life.” (The Watchtower, 15 Aug, 1972, p 491)

Only the anointed are born again

Others are recreated and based on their performance during the 1000 year reign of Christ will earn eternal life in a physical paradise on earth.
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