Class III: OT Textual Criticism
Glenn Giles

A. Definition: Textual Criticism is also called “lower criticism” and is a science which attempts to get to the original reading of a text by comparing and studying all the available copies and manuscripts of the writing.
B. The Reliability of the Old Testament Text
1. Textual Support from other written sources including Qumran.
 

  


 a. The Oldest Texts available up to Qumran and the Dead Sea 

Scrolls 

         



(1) The Oldest Hebrew Manuscript of the entire 

OT=Lenningrad Codex, dated 1008 AD called 

Codex Babylonicus Petropalitanus.

         



(2) The oldest Hebrew manuscripts of portions of the OT:

              



(a) Cairo Codex=895 AD

              



(b) Lenningrad Prophets Codex=916 AD

              



(c) British Museum Codex of the Pentateuch=950 

AD

         



(3) Potential problem:  Before Qumran (see below) there 

was a span of over 2400 years from Moses’ first 

writing and the earliest extant texts of the OT.  

Could they have remained unchanged over nearly 

2 ½  millennia? God’s promise: Isa  40:8;  Matt 24:35.   God’s word will last forever.

   


b. Evidence that supports that the text has remained unchanged 

and that we have the Word of God intact:

         



(1) The scrupulousness of the Massoretes.  These were 

meticulous Jewish scribes or scholars (500-900 AD) who took great pains using copying rules to preserve the text (they even counted all the letters in the OT to make sure they did not leave any out when copying it!)  See McDowell, p. 58.

         



(2) Other extant ancient writings:

             



(a) Mishnah=Jewish tradition and exposition of the 

Law dated 200AD. Contains many quotations of the OT that are very similar to the text we have today and thus witness to its reliability.

(b) Talmud=Jewish commentaries on the Mishnah 

dated 200-500AD.  These also quote the OT and contribute to its reliability (two Talmuds:  Babylonian Talmud dated 500AD and the Palestinian Talmud dated 200AD).

(c)  Aramaic Targums:  These are paraphrases of 

the OT Hebrew used with the public (oral) reading of the OT in the synagogues (dated 60BC to 500AD). Targum Onkelos (60BC) contains some of the OT Hebrew text. These help witness to its reliability.

(d) Origen’s Hexapla (dated 185-253AD).  This 

contains transliteration into Greek of portions of the OT.

               



(e) LXX or Septuagint (250BC)  This is a 

translation of the entire OT into Greek.

               


(f) Latin Vulgate:  This is a translation of the OT 

Hebrew into Latin by Jerome, 400AD. 

(g) NT quotes from the OT mostly from the 

Septuagint (earliest extant Manuscripts @ 200AD).

        


c. The Most important archeological discovery of all time for 
Biblical text reliability is the Dead Sea Scrolls found at 
Qumran.

                


(1) Over 40,000 inscribed fragments and 500 books were 

found, many of which were OT books.

                


(2) They are dated 250BC-68AD.

              


(3) Discovered by a Bedouin goatherd named Muhammad 

in the spring of 1947 while searching for a lost goat 

high in the cliffs of Wadi Qumran, a mile or so                    West of the NW corner of the Dead Sea (about 8+ miles South of Jericho.  He threw a rock into a high cave and heard a sound of shattering pottery. He 

investigated and found he had stumbled onto several jars somewhat over 2 feet in height and almost ten inches wide, containing leather scrolls wrapped in linen cloth (see McDowell, p. 60). 

           


d. Importance:  Found wholes or portions of every OT book 

except Esther. Investigation of these showed that the 

Hebrew text was transmitted with scrupulous care with very little variants (nothing significant, many spelling variants) and that we have the word of God unchanged.

e. One very important text is the scroll of Isaiah in its entirety, 

dated 125BC. (See McDowell p. 61):

              


(1) It shows basically only spelling differences, more that 

95 percent of the text is word for word with what we have today.

              
 

(2) Shows no OT book can be assigned any longer to a late 

period of being written 100-165BC (held by liberal 

scholars in that day, just a few decades ago!!) since 

all the books at Qumran were copies of other manuscripts.  This gives early dating and authorship plausibility to such books as Daniel which was thought to have been written 165 BC by some one other than Daniel.

               


(3) Many Psalms which were given late dates must be 

pushed way back with respect to their dating

               

(4) The whole scroll of Isaiah must be dated earlier than it 

was by some scholars.  It hinders their theory that 

Isaiah was two or three books put together at a later 

date by writers other than Isaiah.

� I am indebted to Josh McDowell, Evidence that Demands a Verdict, vol. 1 (San Bernardino: Campus Crusade for Christ, 1972), 56-63, for most of the information in this section.
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