Using OT History and Archaeology in Preaching and Teaching
The point of this lesson is to show how Archaeological discoveries can be used to illustrate biblical teaching about God and his relationship with his people, but before we start, a comment about the historical reliability of the Bible.

We cannot prove David slew Goliath.

The Bible, the existence of God, the gospel cannot be “proved” by archaeology.

But, the OT is by far, without exception, the most accurate history we have of the ancient world.

Genesis:  Should reflect the world of Mesopotamia about 2000 BC, which is exactly what it does.

a. Laban goes after, not his daughters, but the family gods.   Genesis 31:30  “Why did you steal my gods?”
b. Ebla tablets (2200 BC) mention Terug, Nahor, Abram, Sarai.

Etc…    
1. Lot/Sodom and the league of five cities.

     Evidence of the judgment of God and of a fulfilled miracle.

What about Sodom and Gomorrah?  Bible: fairly well-watered, large cities

Lot got the good land!

 

League of5 cities: Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, Zoar (Genesis 14:2)
 

Today:  SE corner of Dead Sea.  Total wasteland.
 

Archaeologists about 2000 BC Dead Sea twice as large, much wetter.

Evidence of intensive irrigation.

 

Guess how many wadis contain ruins of cities?  Five!!  
All destroyed about 2100 BC by fire

 

Largest city Bab ed-Dhra   (presumably Sodom) 3 ft thick ashes.  Gomorah (Numeirah),  as thick as 7 ft. ashes.
The graveyard .5 km from the city:  Burned from the top down!

This makes the reality of final judgment more convicting.    It makes 2 Peter 2:6-10 come alive..

2.  A.hings.  Tel El Amarna Tablets
 

 In the letter, Abdi-Hiba pleaded for military aid from Pharaoh Akhenaton;

‘The Habiru plunder all lands of the king.  If archers 

are here this year, then the lands of the king, the 

lord, will remain; but if the archers are not here, 

then the lands of the king, my lord, are lost.’

Makes the story of the crossing of the Jordan River and the story of the destruction of Jericho, Ai and Hazor come alive.

3.  Senaccherib/Hezekiah.   Taylor Prism.

Evidence God is in control and evidence of an actual miracle.

Sennacherib Cylinder    Sennacherib attacks Jerusalem under Hezekiah    2 Kings 18:1-19:37.  Isaiah 36:1-37:38.    esp Isaiah  36:18-21 and  37:16-20
As to Hezekiah, the Jew, he did not submit to my yoke. I laid 

siege to 46 of his strong cities, walled forts, and to the 

countless small villages in their vicinity.  I drove out of them 

200,150 people, young and old, male and female, horses, 

mules, donkeys, camels, big and small cattle beyond counting 

and considered  [them] booty.  Himself I made a prisoner in 

Jerusalem, his royal residence, like a bird in a 

cage.

Hezekiah’s prayer really worked!!!

4. Siloam Inscription:

2 Kings 20:20-21
"Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah--all his might, and how he made a pool and a tunnel and brought water into the city--are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? So Hezekiah rested with his fathers."
 

It states "The boring through is completed." This is the beginning of an inscription that was originally written in ancient Hebrew and discovered at the tunnel that king Hezekiah had built. 

 

"And this was the story of the boring through. While the workmen were hacking their way from opposite ends, and while there were still three cubits to be bored through, they heard voices calling from each side, for there was a crevice in the rock. And on the day when the boring was completed the stone-cutters hacked their way toward each other until they met. The water flowed from the spring to the pool twelve hundred cubits, and the height of the rock above the heads of the stone-cutters was a hundred cubits."

 

5.  Jeremiah 29:10-14   Seventy years….    History and Archaeology brings this alive.

God has plans for our lives.

 

Consider the context:   Jerusalem is surrounded by Nebuchadnezzar’s army.   70 years of captivity about to ensue.

 

Does it appear that God is in control?

 

Do you believe God is in control in your life?

 

God works through history.

Jeremiah 52:1-28 the fall of Jerusalem      
6.  Lachish Letters.  

The Lachish Letters   588 BC    6 letters on clay shards

Send an army of relief or the city will fall to Nebuchadnezzar

One:     the light at the top of Azekah just went out, and we are next   Jeremiah 34:6,7
Within two days, the author of this letter was killed.  Two years later, Jerusalem fell.

Lachish Room in British Museum.

Remember:  All this was prophesied by Isaiah (Isaiah 39  envoys)  and in Deuteronomy 29:15, 49f   If you do not obey the Lord your God and do not carefully follow all his commands and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you and over take you:    The Lord will bring a nation against you from far away, from the ends of the earth
7.  The Babylonian Chronicles    597 BC    2 Kings 24:10-17  2 Chronicles 36:5-7


[In] the seventh year, the month of Kislev, the king of 

 
Babylonia mustered his forces and marched to Syria.  He 

camped against the city of Judah (Jerusalem) and on the 

second day of the month of Adar he took the city and captured 

the king.  He appointed a king of his own choice there, took its 

heavy tribute and brought them to Babylon.

The puppet king was Zedekiah.

8.  The fate of Jehoiachin.

In the ruins of Babylon a document was found which listed the provisions for Jehoachin.

“Day by day the king gave Jehoiachin a regular allowance as long as he lived.”   (2 Kings 25:27-30).

All this is confirmed by the discovery in Babylon of the order to take care of Jehoiachin.

Tablets from the royal archives of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon were unearthed in the ruins of that ancient city that contain food rations paid to

captives and craftsmen who lived in and around the city. On one of the tablets, "Yaukin, king of the land of Judah" is mentioned along with his five sons listed as royal princes. Below are a few inscriptions found on the tablets:   10 (sila of oil) to the king of Judah, Yaukin.

2 1/2 sila (oil) to the offspring of Judah’s king,

4 sila to eight Judean men.

These tablets also indicate that Jehoiachin received twenty times as much food rations as others on the list which indicates that the Babylonians treated him more valuable then other captive kings on the list.

Archaeology thus indicates that Jehoiachin was treated well by the kings of Babylon whom provided daily food rations for him. 
9.  Daniel 5:     
Critics:  Nabonidus was the last king of Babylon according to all chronicles and according to Herodotus.

Who is  Belshazzar?

a. The room had been found.

b. Why the third place in the kingdom….   Ziggurat in Ur.

The message:  Don’t mess with God’s temple and the items in the temple.

10. The Cyrus Cyllinder.     Found in archives of Cyrus   585 BC     almost identical to Ezra 1:2-4

…I returned to [these] sacred cities on the other side of the Tigris, the sanctuaries of which have been in ruins for a long time, the images which [used] to live therein and established for them permanent sanctuaries.  I [also] gathered all their [former] inhabitants and returned [to them] their habitations.  Furthermore, I resettled upon the command of  Marduk the great lord, all the gods of Sumer and Akkad whom Nabonidus has brought into Babylon to the anger of the lord of the gods, unharmed, in their [former] chapels, the places which made them happy.  May all the gods whom I have resettled in their sacred cities ask daily Bel and Nebo for long life for me and may they recommend me…to Marduk, my lord, may they say thus: Cyrus, the king who worships you and Cambyses, his son…all of them I settled in a peaceful place.  

Isaiah 44:28, 45:13     …who says of Cyrus, “He is my shepherd and will accomplish all that I please; he will say of Jerusalem, “Let it be rebuilt,” and of the temple, “Let its foundation be laid.”   I will raise up Cyrus in my righteousness:  I will make all his ways straight.  He will rebuild my city and set my exiles free, but not for a price or reward, says the Lord Almighty.

