Treasure Principle 2
Excel in the Grace of Giving
2 Cor. 8:7

Intro:
We are in the final week in our series entitled Treasure Principle 2 – unlocking the key to joyful giving
Our theme scripture is 2 Cor 8:7   Excel in the Grace of Giving.

But first, to set the stage,

Interesting passage in Mark 12 where some people ask Jesus a financial question relating to taxes

And Jesus responds with:

( Mark 12:17  Then Jesus said to them, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's and to God what is God's."
We need to give to  the government what belongs to it.  If you don’t give the tax man his due, you go to jail.




(But we do it because it is the right thing to do)
Q:  What do we owe to Caerar (Uncle Sam)?  To obey the laws of the land (Rom 13:1-5) 

and to pay our taxes  (Rom 13:6-7).

What do we owe to God?  The things that are rightly his.

Q:  What is God’s?   Our time, our physical energy, our very lives.
This includes our money.   A certain percentage of your income belongs to God.
Because of our freedom in Christ, we get to determine what that percentage is.  (I’ll talk about that below.)
If you were called before the IRS, would you be able to say with a straight face you gave to Uncle Sam what is Uncle Sam’s?

Could you say the same to God?  
There are 3 “harbingers”  “bellweathers” of the Christian life.   3 proverbial “canaries in the coal mine.”
1.  The tongue James 3:2  We all stumble in many ways.  Anyone who is never at fault in what they say is perfect, able to keep their whole body in check.
2.  Thankfulness/humility vs grumbling and complaining  Phil 2:14-15  Do everything without grumbling or arguing
3.  Our attitude toward money   1 Tim 6:9-10.  Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap…     For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.
Every single kind of evil can be traced back to our attitude toward money.

Old Testament and NT Giving
Let’s look at the OT commandment on giving.

The Grain Offering  = giving of the first fruits of our labor to God.

A pleasing aroma.

Leviticus 2:1-10   “an aroma pleasing to the Lord” 
The burnt offering (Rom 12:1-2) and the drink offering (2 Tim 4:6-8) were voluntary, but the  grain offering was not voluntary

Grain = the result of our hard, sustained labor.

Give of the blessings of God to take care of the Temple and the servants of God.

Give of first fruits.  Not the left-overs.    Reminds us that our blessings come from God.

Grain = fruit of hard, sustained labor.

Oil = Joy  (God loves a cheerful giver 2 Cor 9:7)  Hebrews 1:9  The oil of joy.

Incense ( prayer 2 Cor 9:12,14)   (also Luke 1:10, Rev 8:3  Rev 5:8)

           Our offering should be brought with prayer.

Salt  (eternal blessings 2 Chron 13:5 Numbers 18:19)

No yeast (yeast = sin and hypocricy.  1 Cor 5:6-8).  An offering tainted with greed or bad motives is better left out of the plate.
The remainder was for the sons of Aaron/priests.  Our contribution for the needs of the church and of those who minister to the church.    
Note:  Leviticus 2 does not actually mention 10%, but we know from other contexts that it was in fact a “tithe.”

The giving of a tithe was the minimum expected so that the people would remain ceremonially clean and so that God would bless the people.  

Giving to the needs of the local church is not optional, but the extent of giving is, “for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). Paul associates prayer (incense) with the offering (2 Cor¬inthians 9:12,14) as well as eternal blessings (salt) (2 Corinthians 9:6-11).

Malachi 3:7-12     For ancient people, the giving of a 10th was a contract that the government would protect the people.  It was a mutual obligation.

Used clothes?   Starbucks card with $1.46 on it.  Like our friend Jen who got diluted shampoo for a gift.  Like giving leftovers to a visitor.
Do you want the blessings?  2 Cor 9:6  A man who sow sparingly will reap sparingly.  A man who sows generously will reap generously.

Let’s face up to the 10% issue.   It is NOT a NT teaching 
but Jesus did say that “unless your righteousness exceeds that of the Pharisees…      Matthew 5:20.

Definitely not just giving what is left over.

Now, Let’s look at what the New Testament calls for in terms of our giving to both God and the poor.
( “Excel” in Giving    Read 2 Cor 8:7-9
2 Cor. 8:7 ‘But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of giving.’  

We try to excel     

Academically     In our careers       As parents, or husbands or Christians we want to excel, we want to be our best and give our best!
But do you aim to excel in your giving?
Q: Why?  Because Jesus became poor so that you could become rich.
What many people aim at is “bare minimum” giving

Some give a  “guilt offering” giving or “ease my conscience” offering.
[Joke:  Jesus is the only one to give a guilt offering.  Lev. 5:14]
· The bible says that we should have the attitude of excelling in our giving
Note, Paul calls this a “grace”.  In other words this is one of the great blessings in Christianity—to give to the needs of the church and to see that turn into growth of Christians and into people becoming Christians.

I wish it worked like this.  I give $5000 and someone becomes a Christian

“Just as you excel in everything, make sure that you also excel in the grace of giving.”
Giving, like playing the piano, is a skill. 

· Which means, that it can get better with practice. 

· We can learn to give more, give more often and give more generously. 

For Jan and I, we give 10% off the top and we give special, but we give when needs come up and we give by paying to teach in other countries.

Giving takes many forms.

Thomasine  Okey excels in giving by putting on events.

Alex Barke goes to Sri Lanka

Lindsey Dominguez works for Uber so he can do ministry.

My wife Jan gives her time and energy to study the Bible with people.

Rich and Donna Baker

Nick Plum.   Talk to him about the campus ministry.    Paul Blumberg
Do these people regret giving?
In the church, we uphold people for their spiritual qualities:

We talk about People being Prayer Warriors.
Talk about someone inspiring evangelistically.  (Like Nick Plum)  That sister is bold!
What about Giving Warriors?

This is not just about giving weekly to the church.

It is not just about the special contribution.

It is about being generous to individuals

It is about spending your money to take a missionary trip.

It is about donating to other Christian organizations.

· Is that something that we talk about?

· Is that something that we admire and strive towards?
· Some of us are simply gifted at making money

· You are naturally good at it

· That gift was given to you by God for a reason

· So that you can be an example to others and excel in this gift of giving
For the rest of us it is a skill we can develop.
What other words are used to describe NT giving?
( “Set aside”
1 Cor. 16:1 ‘On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made.’  
· God knows if we don’t “set it aside”, we spend it
· And there is always something that is clamoring for our attention “buy me” “you need me” “You want me”

· So if we want to excel in giving we have to be disciplined and “set aside” our giving to God

Some people give very sporadically.    Skip a week.   On vacation.   Sick.   Last week of the month….
As Christians our Commitment to God should be greater than our Commitment to everything else. 

· I don’t pay my homeloan when I am in town, but not when I am out of town. 

· I don’t pay it when I am healthy, but not when I am sick.

· I pay it because that is the commitment that I have made with the bank.

How much more so with my giving to God!

There is a very true saying:

( Unless we give systematically we rarely give substantially.

And give it first as a first fruit offering, not as a “left-over” offering.   Leviticus 2
What other words describe NT giving?

( “Rich Generosity”
2 Cor. 8:2-3 ‘And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.’
· These guys were facing some severe trails some were living in Extreme Poverty.

· Yet they gave with “Rich Generosity.” 

And then comes the punch line in v.3 ‘For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.’
There are 3 levels of giving

1. Less than our Ability

2. According to our Ability 

3. Beyond our Ability 

My nature gravitates to According to or Less than, not Beyond. 

There needs to be times where we go Beyond.   (Maybe special contribution)
Sacrificial giving seems unreasonable.

But in reality, it is perfectly reasonable. 

· It brings glory to God, builds his kingdom and stores up treasure in heaven.

Finally,
( “Cheerful”
2 Cor. 9:7-11 ‘Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.’ 
Giving is a form of worship every bit as much as praying or singing. 

It is a “pleasing aroma.”    It fires God up

We should give an amount that, when we put it in the plate (or we see it in our monthly statement)  it makes us feel really encouraged.

In Acts 20 Jesus said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’  Acts 20:35
Why more Blessed.

1. We are wired that way.

2. Because God gets blessed, the Recipient gets Blessed and We get Blessed.

The more Generous we are the more we become like our Heavenly Father. 
Conclusion:
As you think and pray about your giving, think of these things. 

1. Giving  Excellently

2. Consistently

3. Generously 
4. Cheerfully  
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