HERMENEUTICS
Some Definitions:

Hermeneutics:  The systematic study of the principles and methods of interpretation of the Bible.
Exegesis:  Explaining the meaning of the text;  i.e. what the author meant when he wrote to the people of his day.

Homiletics:  Practical application of the meaning of the text for us today.

Eisegesis:  Reading a meaning into the text which was not in the original (because of a bias of the interpreter)
Good Bible teaching and preaching:  Hermeneutics →  Exegesis →  Homiletics

Helps to correct interpretation of the Bible:
Rules of Interpretation:  (a summary)

1. Every passage has one meaning.

2. The most obvious meaning is usually the correct one.

3. Always allow the author’s explanation to stand.

4. Always interpret a passage within the context of the passage, the book, and the

    situation.

5. An interpretation of a passage should conform to the environment of the author.

6. Rightly divide books by dispensation, covenant and setting.

7. Interpret every passage in the light of all others.

8. One passage will often explain another.

9.  Let plain passages interpret difficult ones.

10. All passages on a subject must be studied before a conclusion is drawn.

11.  Observe the proper balance of scriptural truth.

12. Passages should be interpreted in harmony with the idioms contained.

13. Rightly divide the language (grammar and figures of speech).

14. Learn to distinguish the figurative from the literal.

15. Know the meaning of sentences, phrases and words.

16.  Rightly divide books by type of literature (poetry, apocalyptic, historical, doctrinal, 

       etc.).

1. Every passage has one meaning.

The Bible is not a riddle, with hidden meanings.  God intended to be clear, not obscure/obtuse.

Our job is to find that meaning (exegesis).
We should find that meaning before we make the application (hermeneutics, homiletics)

What is the meaning of Ps 16:8-10?   Go to Acts 2:25-27.   He is talking about David.
What is the meaning of 2 Cor 6:14?  “Do not be yoked with unbelievers.”
Meaning: Be cautious about relationships with unbelievers.  The closer you are tied, the more cautious you should be.

One meaning but many applications.

Ex:  The meaning of Revelation is that it applied to the persecution of the disciples under Rome.   But, we can apply it to our situation.   However, we should know the meaning first.

2. The most obvious meaning is usually the correct one.  Ockham’s Razor.
Ex.  John 3:3-8      What does It mean, “born of water and the spirit?”

In the New Testament,  water generally refers to baptism and spirit refers to the Holy Spirit.  

(Use the most common meaning of the word unless the context demands otherwise)

Another interpretation:     Born of water = physical birth  
while Born of Spirit = filled with the Holy Spirit.

Q:  Where in the Bible or Hebrew or Greek writings does Born of water = physical birth.

Besides, the context of the passage says it does not have to do with physical birth.

Ex   Eph 4:5,6     What is the “one baptism”?  What is the normal and common meaning of baptism in the NT?      

3. Always allow the author’s explanation to stand.
Ex:  1 John 3:6   No one in Christ continues to sin (HCS: does not sin).  What does that mean?      1 John 1:8,9     

An obvious example:    Parable of the sower   Luke 8:4  Is the seed the Holy Spirit?  See Luke 8:11.   It is the word of God.
Daniel 11:  vs. 2-4 The kings of the North and the South are Greek kings.
Daniel 7:23    The four beasts are four empires. The ten horns are kings of the fourth.
Jn 2:19   What is Jesus talking about?  John 2:21 His own body.
(other examples:  2 Tim 3:17    that the man of God may be perfect (mature) (teleon),  thoroughly equipped for…    thoroughly equipped explains perfect

4. Always interpret a passage within the context of the immediate passage, the book, the situation, and etc.
Context, context, context…..

It shall greatly help thee to understand Scripture,
If thou mark not only what is spoken or written,
But of whom,
And to whom,
With what words,
At what time,
Where,
With what circumstances,
Considering what goeth before
And what followeth.
Matthew 18:20   Where two or three are gathered.    What is this about?  What is the context? (dealing with a sin)
A classic case:   Rev 3:20  Pray Jesus into our hearts?   Q:  What is the context?  How does that influence the interpretation?

Matt 12:30 Who is not with me is against me.    vs      Mark 9:40 For whoever is not against us is for us.   First is talking about those who have the Holy Spirit and those who do not.    The second involves some people doing good things in the name of Jesus.
5. An interpretation of a passage should conform to the environment of the author, the speaker, the audience, etc.. (context, cont.)
1 Tim 2:8-9    v. 8 holding up hands in prayer.   The Jews did that.  What might we say instead?    Is the actual posture the point of the command?

(also:  greet one another with a holy kiss…  a modern equivalent?)

v. 9  not with braided hair or gold or pearls…    That is what the prostitutes wore in the Greek world.     a modern equivalent?
Mark 10:23   how hard it is for a rich man…   What did the Jews assume?   
Another example  1 Cor 8:4  food sacrificed to idols.    Idolatry in Roman world the context.
6. Rightly divide books by dispensation, covenant and setting.

Dispensations:

Patriarchal:   God speaking to his people through heads of families   Adam to Moses

Mosaic:   The first covenant (Coll 2:13-17)   Moses to Jesus

Q:  Are we required to follow the Ten Commandments?

Q:  What about the thief on the cross?  Does he prove that one can be saved without being baptized?   What covenant was he under?
Be careful when you read the words of Jesus that he considered himself to be under the First Covenant

Ex:  he applied the Ten Commandments to the Rich Young Ruler.

Ex.  Romans 9:   v. 13   Jacob I loved, Esau I hated….    v. 14  I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy.  v. 20-21 who are you, O man, to talk back to God.
Sounds like harsh predestination, but look at the context:   Paul is telling the Jews, who are you to be angry at God for providing a way for the Gentiles.

7. Interpret every passage in the light of all others.

  Acts 2:21 (OT  Quote Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved)  Rom 10:9 And believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead.  2 Tim 2:19  confess = must turn away from sins.  

8. One passage will often explain another.

1 Thess 4:15-17   Is there room for a rapture here?    2 Pet 3:11-13  probably not.
Q to ask:  in what sense are they both true?  In explaining a seeming contradiction we find a deeper truth.
Harmonize Ex 20:5-6 Punishing the children for the sin of their fathers to the third and fourth generation   with Ezek 18:20 The son will not share the guilt of the father, nor will the father share the guilt of the son.
9.  Let plain passages interpret difficult ones.

Ex:  1 Cor 15:29 Baptism for the dead.     Q:  What does it not mean?  What does it NOT mean?  Hebrews 9:27 die once and after that, face judgment.
Romans 8:28-30    Does this mean that all those who are saved will make it to heaven?  See Hebrews 6:4-6, 10:19-32

10. All passages on a subject must be studied before a conclusion is drawn.

Ex: on prayer   Jn 14:14 Ask for anything in my name      James 4:2,3 with wrong motives     5:15 in faith      1 John 5:14,15 if according to God’s will 
Ex  Why did Jesus come?   Luke 19:10  Mark 10:45  John 12:27, John 10:10, 1 Tim 1:15   Luke 4:43, Mark 1:38 Luke 5:32 Jn 18:37  Jn 6:38  Luke 12:49, Jn 9:39  
Ex:  John 3:16   What does believe mean in this context?
11.  Observe the proper balance of scriptural truth.

Eph 2:8-10   saved by grace, apart from works     vs     James 2:24    Q:  Which should be interpreted in the light of which?  Which is more fundamental?
Do not pit one passage against another, but study out the whole subject carefully.
12. Passages should be interpreted in harmony with the idioms contained.

Like a camel through the eye of a needle.  Mark 10:25
Luke 22:31    Satan wants to sift you like wheat
13. Rightly divide the language (grammar and figures of speech).

Anthropomorphisms  The hand of God reached down. God.s eye, God’s arm etc.
Ex:  Ps 44:3

Personification:  Giving consciousness/personhood to an inanimate object.  Psalm 114:3   The sea saw it and fled.

Hyperbole:  Purposeful exaggeration  Psalms 51:5  Surely I was sinful at birth.
Matthew 9:47  pluck it out  Psalms 22:6 I am a worm and not a man.
Irony, sarcasm.  Galatians 5:12  I wish you would go all the way and cut it off.
Simile  Use of like or as for two things which are not the same which are similar or analogous.

Matthew 3:16  The Spirit descended on Jesus like a dove.

Isaiah 53:6.  We all, like sheep, have gone astray.

Metaphor.  Two things said to be the same because of some conceptual similarity

Jesus;  take, eat, this is my body. (Matt 26:26)  Luke 13:32  Go tell that fox.

Grammar:
1 Cor 11:27  KJV unworthily  NIV in an unworthy manner.  Greek an adverb  Adverbs modify a verb.    It modifes eats not anyone.    Some who do not feel good about their relationship with God do not take LS.  That makes no sense.
14.  Distinguish the figurative from the literal.
Many err by over-literalizing the scripture.  (day in Genesis 1, for example)

When in doubt, or unless the context demands it, assume the passage is literal.

How do we know if a passage is figurative?

a. An implied impossibility or absurdity.  Luke 9:60  Let the dead bury their dead.  The 
    first dead is figurative.      (the word dead, death is often tricky.  Ex Rom 5)
Jacob I lofed, Esau I hated. Mal 1:2-3 hated = opposed, judged, not supported, Rom 9:13.     Luke 14:26  If anyone would come after me, he must hate his….

b. When it requires a contradiction or an inconsistency.  John 11:25,26 (will live, even 

     though he dies.  If literal, he is contradicting himself.)
c.  When it requires an obviously immoral conclusion.  Matthew 18:9 (gouge out your 

      eye)
d.  When the context clearly implies it, or when the author says so.  Jn 2:18-20

      (he was speaking about his body).

e.  Let common sense apply.  John 4:10-15  “streams of living water…”

f.  All this, of course, changes for apocalyptic literature (see below)

Rules for interpreting the figurative:

1. We should interpret the figurative as the audience would have interpreted it.

Ex:  Parable of the sower should be interpreted as a farmer in Judea in AD 30 would have.

Ex:  The Lord is my Shepherd should be interpreted in terms of how shepherds behaved in 1000 BC

Ex:  The parable of the wedding banquet or of the foolish virgins should be interpreted in light of wedding traditions in AD 30.

2. Do not over-interpret the figurative.   Do not go to the point of allegorizing.  Do not interpret every single detail.    Ex parable of the marriage feast, interpreting the fact that he chose buying a field to imply something about how we should use our farm property.

15. Know the meaning of sentences, phrases and words.

We need to understand the original meaning of the word to the author.

Webster’s definition  (all this does is give us a hint why the translator might have chosen 

                                           this particular word.  We should be cautious using Webster’s)
Greek or Hebrew definition

Biblical definition:  normal Bible usage of the word.  The work of scholars is very helpful here.
Ex:  church

Webster:  a building?  A religious organization?

Greek:  the called out.  A political gathering

Bible:  those called out by God to meet together.

Ex #2   flesh  Romans 8:5,9,13  Those who live according to the flesh  (NIV sinful nature)

English: the actual meat  on a body

Greek:  body  sarx
Bible:   human nature, sinful man, sinful nature, earthly, worldly, human effort,
A different sense (but same word)  John 6;52-58  “whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood…    = takes part in my nature, has an intimate relationship with me
16.  Rightly divide books by type of literature (poetry, apocalyptic, historical, doctrinal, 

       etc.).

a.  Poetry.  How should we read poetry such as S O S, Psalms?

    Look for the feeling, the emotion.  You will find a lot of  hyperbole, anthropomorphism, metaphor, etc.  In general, do not read Psalms for doctrine.
Ps 51:4  Against you only, have I sinned.  Does this mean we cannot sin against a brother?

Imagine Ps 51:5 as a doctrine!

b. Proverb.  A source of principle, not doctrine.  (We have made this mistake often)

Prov  13:24  He who spares the rod.  Is this a commandment to use a rod?  In fact, could it be a Hebrew idiom?
Prov 22:6   Do not make this a doctrine.  Much pain has been caused by false interpretation here.   (he will not depart from it)
c. Historical.  Generally strictly literal, but not particularly doctrinal (foreshadows, prefigures etc….) learn principles for how God works with his people (1 Cor 10:6), but do not over interpret. 

d. Doctrinal.  Romans, Galatians, (OT Leviticus, Numbers).  The gospels (and to a lesser extent Acts) is a mixture.  Careful!  Let the context decide.  

e. Apocalyptic.  With apocalyptic language, assume figurative, unless the context demands it.  This is the exact opposite of normal language, where you assume literal unless the context demands figurative.

