Thoughts on how to have a great personal Bible Study experience.

 This will take two things:
A. Commitment.   B. Hard work.                                 
1.  Love God with all your mind. Luke 10:27 Think deeply.  Ask questions.   Keep a list of difficult questions and do the research until you find those answers.

Do not be lazy intellectually.      Desire to take it deeper.  Heb 5:11-15
A lot of us use up our mental energy at work…. Or maybe when we get home with the family.

What are you doing with your quiet times?   What is the theme of Hosea?
Example in Numbers 11:4-6.   We never see anything but this manna!  

Analogy:  Marriage.  If we always do the same thing….  It takes attention and energy to maintain a great marriage.
2.  Develop David’s Psalm 119 attitude.   Meditating on, loving, Psalm 119:97  Oh, how I love your law!  I meditate on it all day long. 
praising, 119:72    contemplating,    
emotional   119:53   136    139

Be willing to honor God’s Law (ie to obey it)   Psalm 119:5,9   Putting into practice that day what you read.
3.  Have a sense of adventure.     Teach someone….     Write a lesson.     Get a commentary….     Think about things you are not naturally prone to think about.   The Bible is a bottomless well.  Draw out the water!
For me, this is the biggest key.    It is key in the marriage analogy.

Be open-minded so you can be closed-minded.

But do not be so open-minded that your brains fall out.   Remember those things which are definitely true so that you do not step on land-mines.
You are part of a never-ending story.   You are responsible for helping us to maintain a biblical trajectory as a movement of God.

Do NOT assume that what you were raised with spiritually is true.

Why do we do such and such?   Because it is biblical?   Because it is part of our history?

Our family of churches is not perfect, but what we do holds up pretty well. 

Example:  The brothers who were shocked when I told them we have false doctrine.
This is part of why I am not afraid to read things by people with whom I do not agree.    Don’t be afraid.   The awesomeness of the Bible will stand out.  

Is one-on-one discipling taught in the Bible?  So, why do we do it?

4.  Have a plan.  Plan for variety.  Keep a journal.    Keep track of your progress.      

a.  Just read.   (Chronological Bible, read Bible in a year, different translations)
b.  Deep involved study of a book.

c.  Study out a particular doctrine in detail.  (grace vs. works, predestination)
d.  Side reading:   history, science, philosophy, other religions.

5.  Practicals.
a.  Memorize scripture.  Learn locations.  Make your own outlines of books.

b.  Ask the right questions.  

I.  Is this a command, a principle, or just a practical example?
Ex.  2 Cor 6:14f  Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.

Ex.  Q. What form of leadership should we move to at this time?

Revelation:  appoint elders in every city….

Principle:  Matthew 20:25  No matter what we do, we must apply this principle to our leadership.  (do not lord it over them… must be your servant…)  
Example:   Did God’s people ever do well without a strong leader?
II. Is this an essential teaching, an important teaching or an unimportant teaching?

Essential:  Has to do with our salvation.

Important:  Significantly affects our relationship with God or our ability to help people come to God, but not a matter of salvation.

Unimportant:  Taught in the Bible, but has no obvious effect on our or anyone else’s relationship with God.

Q:  Speaking in tongues today.

Q:  End-times doctrine.

Q:  Understanding who Jesus is.

c.  Learn how to study the Bible (hermeneutics)   Develop those skills.
(Fee:  How to Study the Bible for all it’s Worth.)

HERMENEUTICS

Hermeneutics:  The systematic study of the principles and methods of interpretation of the Bible.  

Exegesis:  Explaining the meaning of the text;  i.e. what the author meant when he wrote to the people of his day.

Homiletics:  Practical application of the meaning of the text for us today.

Eisegesis:  Reading a meaning into the text which was not in the original (because of a bias of the interpreter).  This is not a good thing!

Rules of Interpretation:  
1. Every passage has one meaning.

2. The most obvious meaning is usually the correct one.

3. Always allow the author’s explanation to stand.

4. Always interpret a passage within the context of the passage, the book, and the situation.

5. An interpretation of a passage should conform to the environment of the author.

6. Rightly divide books by dispensation, covenant and setting.

7. Interpret every passage in the light of all others.

8. One passage will often explain another.

9.  Let plain passages interpret difficult ones.

10. All passages on a subject must be studied before a conclusion is drawn.

11.  Observe the proper balance of scriptural truth.

12. Passages should be interpreted in harmony with the idioms contained.

13. Rightly divide the language (grammar and figures of speech).

14. Learn to distinguish the figurative from the literal.

15. Know the meaning of sentences, phrases and words.

16.  Rightly divide books by type of literature (poetry, apocalyptic, historical, doctrinal, etc.).

