What is the Kingdom of God and
What is My Place In It?

Outline:

I. What is the kingdom of God?

II. What is my role, as a single, in the Kingdom of God?
Goal of this lesson:  That you know what the kingdom of God is and that you understand your place in God’s kingdom, and be inspired to take that place.  We are helping to bring about the reign of God on earth.

I.  The Kingdom of God is the topic Jesus spent by far the most time talking about.
If this is true, then we ought to talk about it a lot.

Acts 1:3   It was the thing he constantly talked about during his last days. 

Q:  What was he discussing????

Of course we can talk about it and not know we are talking about it, but in any case, we do not talk about it enough.

Matthew 6:33  Seek first his kingdom…   Q: What does that mean?
II.  The Kingdom of God is a “place” where God is king—where God reigns.

David Lipscomb:  The Kingdom of God embraces everything and every person in the universe over which God rules as king.”

Pre-eminently, the kingdom of God is a kingdom.  It has subjects and those subjects worship and submit to their King.

My definition:  The Kingdom of God is anywhere, any situation or any person where God reigns as king.

The Kingdom of God is a life submitted to God’s will.

III.  The Kingdom of God is a very big concept.

It is all-embracing.   It involves Israel, nature, the Church, heaven, individuals….

This is why:
IV.  The Kingdom of God is revealed in parables (because it has to be)

The Kingdom of God is like….

A mustard seed

A pearl of great price

A treasure hidden in a field
V. The Kingdom of God is not coextensive with or equal to the church.

David Lipscomb:  “The Kingdom of God embraces the church, but it is more extensive in its signification.”

The kingdom in its present state is not called ‘the everlasting kingdom’ but will grow into it.  It is the same kingdom in a lower stage of growth and development.”

“The Kingdom of God is the church”  has been a teaching of the ICOC.

To quote the “Kingdom of God” study (ICOC) 

“The church is the Kingdom of God on earth established in approximately 33 AD”

Matthew 6:33   Seek first of all his Kingdom.    ICOC false teaching:  This means seek first to be devoted to the church, to building it up and to being a tied-in part of the church.

Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will be added to you.  This IS the gospel.

The meaning:

Seek first to make God king     (Put your treasure in heaven)
VI.  The Kingdom of God is already and not yet.

The kingdom comes in stages.   It is revealed gradually.  It comes is starts and spurts.

Israel is the kingdom already but not yet.   We can clearly see how it is not yet!!!

The church is the kingdom already but not yet.

We are a picture, to the world, of what the kingdom is about.
Now it is already and not yet.

Eventually, it will come fully and in all its glory!!!

“God’s colonial outpost, the church, lives as a witness, in the present, of things to come.  Through Christ we have experienced resurrection, though we will face death.  Because of Golgotha, we have salvation, yet we wait in hope for the revelation of our redemption.  We have the “first fruits” (Rom 8:23) of the Spirit as God’s pledge of the rest of the harvest.”   [Kingdom Come, Hicks and Valentine]
Saved already but not yet

Righteous already but not yet.

Holy already but not yet.

VII.  Nature—the physical earth is the Kingdom of God.
Romans 8:18-21  Glory will be revealed.   The creation waits in eager expectation.   Creation itself will be transformed in heaven.

VIII.  Israel is the Kingdom of God.

The Covenant of Moses was already and not yet.  The kingdom of David was already and not yet.   All of these things are historical pictures of something greater to be revealed.

Israel, by definition, was the kingdom of God.  It was a theocracy.

However, we learn almost as much what the KOG is not as we learn what it is from the history of Israel.

Israel is to the Church as the Church is to heaven/the final resurrection.
VIII.  The Church is the Kingdom of God.  (and I am not contradicting myself)
Is the church the kingdom?  Yes and no.   It is “already, but not yet”

IX.  The Garden of Eden is the Kingdom of God.

What is the kingdom?   It is Genesis chapter 2.  If you want to have the closest earthly vision to what the kingdom of God is, go to Genesis 2.  This is what God planned all along.
Revelation 22:1-5   Imagery of the new heaven and earth come directly from Genesis 1 & 2.  

X.  The Kingdom of God is heaven.
Rev 11:15   The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever.
Rev 21,22  (specifically, Rev 21:1-4) The New Heaven and the New Earth is the Kingdom of God.

XI.  The Kingdom of God is within (among) us.  It is not a place
Luke 17:21  The Pharisees are looking for the kingdom to come physically.  (not a total surprise because in a past iteration, in a past “already but not yet” it had been that.
The Kingdom of God is a relationship with God (and with others in the kingdom)
XII.  The Kingdom of God is not of this world.
Jesus:   My kingdom is not of this world.  Jn 18:36

It is a spiritual kingdom.

Folks:  We tend to forget this.

Matthew 6:25   Do not worry about your life.   Literally, give no thought or concern to your life.  (But I am going to discuss this more below)
XIII.  The Kingdom of God is a radical ethic in complete opposition to worldly kingdoms.
Now, we are really starting to get into what the Kingdom of God really is.
The Kingdom of God is occupied by citizens who in this world are aliens and strangers. 

We do not fit in, nor should we try to do so.

David Lipscomb:  “God calls us to a radical alien mentality, but he provides the power for such a life through his indwelling and empowering Holy Spirit that transforms us into the image of his Son.”

The early church chose a counter-cultural refugee lifestyle as opposed to feeling at home in this world.

Hebrews 11:13-16   We, like Abraham, live as foreigners, strangers, aliens in this world.

Hebrews 11:8-10   Abraham lived in tents.  Stranger in a strange land.  This is citizenship in the Kingdom of God!
Abraham lived in a land which would eventually be his people’s, yet he remained a foreigner.

Citizens of the Kingdom of God are aliens and strangers in this world.

“To live in the shadow of the second coming is to take seriously the ethic of Jesus.  The peculiarity of disciples is not that they wear quaint clothing or don’t use modern technology.  Rather their strangeness is located in their embrace of an ethic the world considers nonsense.”  [Kingdom Come   Hicks and Valentine]

Phil 3:20  Our citizenship is in heaven.

“We live as if the future is already present.”

We are not immigrants—they are planning on staying.  We do not.  We are here only temporarily as sojourners.  Therefore, unlike immigrants, we do not try to adapt to the “local culture” (the world).
The Kingdom of God is best described in the Sermon on the Mount.

This is our ethic!!!

What is valuable in the KOG?  Matthew 5:3-10   Being poor, mourning, meek, hungry, merciful, pure, peacemakers and persecuted.
(note: Matthew 18:1-4  Who is great in the kingdom?  (the servant))

This is what is valuable in the Kingdom.

This is the opposite of the world!!!!

Matt 5:17-48      Kingdom ethics is way beyond even what was preached to Israel.

Not just avoiding adultery, avoiding even thinking about it.

Not just avoiding murder, avoiding thinking badly of others

Not just loving your neighbor, loving your enemy.

Kingdom values:

Matt 6:25-33    The key:  Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness.

Matthew 6:19-21   Do not put treasures here.  This earth is NOT the kingdom!!!!!!

The entire sermon on the mount is about the Kingdom of God.   Jesus says to put our treasures in heaven, not on the earth.   
Example:   do not worry (literally, take no thought to) your life, your food (pleasure) and your clothing (appearances).    How opposite to the world is that?    The “Gentiles” do that.   No…   think about the kingdom.  Put your treasures there.  Do not lay up treasures here.  Do not give a thought to money.

XIV.  The Kingdom of God is of inestimable value.


It is something to be searched for.

It is a pearl of great price.


It is a treasure hidden in a field.

Parables:   The Kingdom of God is something to be searched for and, once found, to be greatly treasured.

XV.  The Kingdom of God is revealed, proclaimed, preached, announced.

Mark 1:14-15  Jesus came preaching the kingdom.  Preaching = proclaiming, announcing.   We do not convince as much as we announce the Kingdom of God.

Kingdom = gospel=Good News   (Jesus came preaching the gospel)

II What is our role, as singles, in the kingdom of God.

Our role is to bring about the reign of God!

A. In our lives.

Seek first his kingdom.

Live lives in submission to God.  We are God’s instrument to change this world.

Take one year challenge

Become a missionary.

Paul was single.  Jesus was single.  They did not sit around waiting to get married.

They embraced their role and were used by God.

B. In our singles ministries.

Singles are now the majority of adults.  You also have more time and available resources.

You are the future of the church.

We are an outpost of the kingdom.  What is that supposed to look like?  What is my role in this?

Ask yourself:  What is God doing in LA, in SD.  How can I be part of what God is doing right here, right now?  What is the Holy Spirit doing?
What is God doing through me?

C. In our churches.

Participate in the life of the church.

Do not wait for the campus or the marrieds.

Give generously.

Start a program of some sort.
D.  In our communities.

Get involved in social justice activities.

Like I said to my church in Bakersfield.  Social justice is not something we do, it is who we are.
Lindsey Dominguez’ program in San Diego is the perfect example.

Discussion:
