Perseverance and Predestination.

Our Outline:

Hebrews and Falling Away

History of the Doctrine of Predestination

Scriptures used to support Calvinism

Biblical Predestination.

Question:

Do you believe in once saved, always saved?

Do you believe in predestination?

Predestination is biblical.  How can you read Romans 8 & 9 and think differently?  Calvinistic predestination is not biblical.

This doctrine is the source of a few things we encounter all the time:

1. Faith only salvation—Baptism is a work and is therefore not needed for salvation.

2. Infant baptism (to forgive Original Sin)

2. Once saved, always saved.

First, let us establish that it is possible to lose our salvation!

Here, the writer of Hebrews is using the escape from Egypt, the wandering in the wilderness and the entrance into the Promised Land as a foreshadow of our salvation, our life as a disciple and our eventual entry into heaven.

· We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly to the end the confidence we had at first.   3:14

· They were not able to enter because of their unbelief  3:19

· Be careful not to be found to have fallen short of it.  4:1

· Let us make every effort to enter that rest so that no one will fall by following their example of disobedience 4:11

Hebrews 6:4-8   Who is he talking to?

· a. been enlightened  (NT church “enlightened” = baptized)
· b. tasted the heavenly gift (salvation?)
· c. shared in the Holy Spirit
· d. tasted the goodness of the word
· e. tasted the coming age (saved)
· Yes, you can fall away!   
· It is impossible… if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance.
· They are crucifying the Son of God all over again.
· They are subjecting Jesus to public disgrace.
Hebrews 10:26-31
Deliberately and continually sinning v. 26

Trampling the Son of God under foot. v. 29

Treated as unholy the blood of Jesus. v. 29

Insulted the Holy Spirit v. 29

Blasphemed (spoken against) the Holy Spirit (Matt 12:32)

Committed the unforgivable sin (1 John 5:16 )

What is the “unforgivable sin?”   To willfully, deliberately continue in sin. (Hebrews 10:26)
We will see that the doctrine of “Once Saved, Always Saved” only makes sense in a Calvinistic theology of predestination.

So…. Let us study the history of the doctrine of predestination briefly

A Brief History of the Doctrine of Predestination:

· Augustine of Hippo AD 354-430   “The City of God”
· Pelagius and Julian of Eclanum
· Thomas Aquinas
· Martin Luther (1483-1546): an Augustinian monk.
· Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531) Reformed Churches.
· John Calvin (1509-1564) “Institutes of the Christian            Religion” Double Predestination TULIP
· Jacob Arminius and Prevenient Grace
· The Second Great Awakening: Happy Calvinism
Augustine!!!!! (AD 354-430)

The City of God  Sovereignty

Total depravity

Monoergism (only God)

Predestination

Original Sin
Quotes from Augustine on Predestination:

“Tiny babies are not weighed down by their own sin, but they are being burdened with the sin of another.” 
“A man’s free will avails for nothing except to sin.”
“Men’s evil wills are prepared by God and predestination.  God, in his  timeless wisdom had decided to prepare only the will of a few.”
Calvinism is, in essence Augustinianism.
Augustine’s opponent was Pelagius (354-430)

Affirmed the existence of free will. “Evil is not born with us, and we are procreated without fault.”  

More troubling:

“Since perfection is possible for man, it is obligatory.”
Pelagius died and his role was taken by:

Julian of Eclanum (c. 385- c. 465)
. 

(about Augustine) You think that your Lord is capable of committing a crime against justice such as is hardly conceivable even among the barbarians.
Accused Augustine of making God the creator of both good and evil.
Thomas Aquinas (1224-1275)
Aquinas saved Catholicism from Augustinianism.  Catholic theology is in many ways superior (more accurate) that Protestant theology.

“God, therefore, is the first cause, who moves causes both natural and voluntary.  And just as by moving natural causes He does not prevent their actions from being natural, so by moving voluntary causes He does not deprive their actions of being voluntary; but rather is He the cause of this very thing in them, for He operates in each thing according to his own nature.”

In other words, Aquinas believed in free will and not a strict monergism.
Martin Luther 1483-1541

Augustinian (an important fact to remember) Monk  Augustine restored Augustinian Christianity, which was NOT an improvement!!

“Free will is an empty term whose reality is lost and a lost liberty is not liberty at all”  
“Free will is really a fiction… everything takes place by absolute necessity.”    Luther, Assertio, 36
Luther was skeptical of the canonicity of Hebrews and rejected James.
Ulrich Zwingli   (1484-1531)
Double Predestination

The father of Reformed Theology and therefore most of Protestantism and Evangelical Christianity!
“Those individuals who end up damned forever in hell are also eternally determined by God for that fate.” 

John Calvin Geneva (1509-1564)
Institutes of the Christian Religion.  Solidified the modern doctrine of predestination.  Very strong on the sovereignty of God.    God’s sovereignty trumps our ability to choose faith.  We can have absolutely no part in our salvation.  Period.
We call predestination God’s eternal decree, by which he determined with himself what he willed to become of each man.  For all are not created in equal condition; rather, eternal life is foreordained for some, eternal damnation for others.  Therefore, as any man has been created to one or the other of these ends, we speak of him as predestined to life or death.”
Uses Eph 1:4, John 17:6 and 6:37 and Romans 9 
His disciple Theodore Beza put into definite form what is called 5 point Calvinism

TULIP

Because of Original Sin:

Total depravity

Unconditional election

Limited atonement     (double predestination)

Irresistable grace

Perseverence of the saints    (once saved, always saved).
According to Calvin and his followers there are two categories of people:

The elect    (a biblical concept)

The reprobate    (not even in the Bible)
This whole system is entirely logical if we accept Original Sin.

Reformed theology comes from Zwingli and Calvin.  (Presbyterianism, Dutch Reformed, Baptists, Puritans)
Opposed to Calvin, Beza and Calvinism:

Jacob Arminius (1560-1609)
Opposed Reformed idea of predestination.
Synergism: God works together with our free will to bring about salvation
Are we Arminians?   Probably we are.  But we are not Pelagians.
Predestination comes to America (and through America to Mexico)

US Jonathan Edwards  late 1700’s   very dark, depressing.

“In Adam’s fall, we sinned all.”  

“A sinner in the hands of an angry God.”

No assurance of salvation.  Salvation has nothing to do with us.  FATALISM     Church attendance very low.

Early 19th Century

.

Huge pendulum swing for incipient evangelical movement:   Total assurance of salvation.   

Happy Calvinism

Modern idea of “once saved always saved” results.

Once you have been saved (pray Jesus into your heart), no matter what happens after that time, you definitely will make it to heaven.

Anathema to Augustine, Luther, Calvin, etc.
· Revivalism on the Frontier
· Barton Stone rejects Calvinism
· Mourner’s Bench     Charles Finney 1835
· Billy Sunday  Early 1900s  “The Sawdust Trail”
Doctrine of Predestination:

Scriptures which have been used to support Calvinistic double predestination:

Romans 8:28-30    Those he knew he also predestined
Romans 8:31-39   Nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus.
John 10:27-29    No one can snatch them out of my hands…

Romans 9:10-21     

Example of Pharaoh and Judas

So, what is the correct biblical doctrine of predestination?

Mankind has “free will”!!!
· It is God’s sovereign will that we have free will because he loves us.
· Deut 30:19-20  Choose life
Original Sin and Total Depravity are NOT Biblical
· Ezekiel 18:19-20  The son does not share the guilt of the father, nor does the father share the guilt of the son.
· (Calvin misinterpreted Exodus 20:4 to be about eternal consequences)
God predestined all of us to be saved (but he does not force anyone).  Prevenient grace is not a biblical phrase, but it may be helpful.  

1 John 2:2 He is the atoning sacrifice… for the sins of the whole world.

1 Tim 2:4  God desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

Limited atonement is false doctrine!!!!
But we still have to explain Romans 9!

Context: The Jews are complaining that God is saving the Gentiles so easily.

Salvation is “first for the Jews” 

Not all Israel is Israel.

Jacob I loved, Esau I hated

I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will harden who I will harden.

Who are you, O man, to talk back to God.

I will call them ‘my people’ who are not my people
Summary:  God’s predestination:

God is sovereign and his will can trump our will, but:

1. He only intervenes in order to predestine salvation for his people, “first for the Jews, then for the Gentiles.”

2. Even when he “jerks people around” God never steals their ability to choose whether, ultimately, to serve God and to be saved.
Questions for thought:

What was the effect of the sin of Adam and Eve on humanity?  Is the idea of the fall of mankind biblical?

What was the nature of the death caused by the sin of Adam? Was it physical death or spiritual death or both?

If Calvinism is false doctrine, is this an essential doctrine and is Calvinism heresy?
Assurance of salvation.

Hebrews 2:10-13   

Hebrews 6:9-20.   We are confident of better things in your case.

v. 16-20    He confirmed it with an oath.   Two unchangeable things….

God’s Word

God’s Oath (Genesis 22:16-18)

Jesus, your anchor, is behind the veil with the Father

Hebrews 10:19-23

We have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place

Let us draw near to God… in full assurance of faith.

For he who promised is faithful.

Hebrews 10:35-36  Do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded…. You will receive what he has promised.

Confidence, Assurance         vs      concern for falling away.

Both are true.  We need to find the balance.

