Ch I    Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah and Mishael     

Q: Who are the most famous teens in the Bible?

The year was 605 BC

Captives sent from Jerusalem for assurance of submission.   Children of the leading families in Jerusalem.

Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael children of aristocratic families, taken as captives.

When something bad happens in your life, you need to remember that God is still in control.

Isaiah 39:6,7

Daniel 1:2  And the Lord delivered Jehoiachim

1:9   God caused the official to show favor to Daniel.

1:17   God gave them knowledge and understanding.

Babylonians try to make them Babylonian

Change their names

Daniel →   Belshazzar   (named after the chie pagan god of Babylon:  Bel  Belshzzar = “may Bel protect his life”)

Hananiah →  Shadrach   etc…   v 5,6

Educate them in their culture.    v 4,5

Offered wealth and power in the new system as a bribe to become Babylonian.

Will they lose their convictions?

Will you blend in with the world or are you willing to be different?

1:8   But Daniel resolved not to defile himself.   He refused to lose his Jewishness.

Do you refuse to lose your Christianness when people at work ask you to make teensy compromises with your conviction.

Daniel SM&A  purposefully made an issue out of it to prove to themselves and their boss their conviction.   They went overboard.

Q:  Have we gone overboard to make our Christianness stick out or have we gone overboard to not make too many waves at work?

v. 11  Please test your servants.

Q:   Is it wrong or a bad thing to rise to positions of prominence in an ungodly world?

Q:   What are the potential pitfalls?

Q:  How might we imitate DSM&A at work?

V 20,21   God sees a man willing to not compromise his convictions at all.  Blesses him fully.     

Ch III   The image of gold and the fiery furnace   

The Scene:

A giant idol is built in the plains of Dura.  (a large open plane not far from Babylon where tens of thousands could gather.

Nebuchadnezzar calls a big party,  and guess who is invited.  Attendance was not optional!

3:4-6     Imagine you are SM&A   What thoughts go through your mind?

Would you bow your head to that statue?

“I will bow my head, but not my heart.  God will understand”

Talk about peer pressure!!

Their religious friends (and even fellow-Jews?) Don’t be so hard line.

Persecutions of Diocletian:   Some offered the sacrifice to the Roman god.   What should the church do with these people after the persecution ended?

You don’t really have to be so committed.

Are  you really saying all these people are lost?  How could you be so arrogant.

Daniel 1:   Pressure on the job

Daniel 3:  Pressure from our religious friends.

SM&A:   Would God really want me to die now?  Doesn’t he have great things in store for me?   What would it hurt for me to compromise?

Q:  Was their “salvation” at stake?
Me:   Barney Ellison

Me and Joe Grabowski

V 7   the horn etc. blow.   30,000 bow and three remain standing.  Being a disciple might make you stick out.  Are you ready for that?  (Remember Antiochus Epiphanes)

v. 13. Dragged to furnace.     Neb is furious.    Gives one more chance to repent

SM&A refuse to bow.

I love v 16-18.   Note  

1. God is able    

2. But even if he does not, we refuse to compromise our devotion to God.

Is that your attitude about the truth of the gospel?   Imagine how awesome an example this was to the Christians suffering under Diocletian or Galerius.

Even as they were dragged to the flames, they could have changed their minds.

7 times hotter. 
What was going through their minds as they were dragged to the furnace?

Q: Who was it walking around with them in the flames.

SM & A were fired up!!!

3:22-25

Result:

1.  Nebuchadnezzar praised God

2.  SM&A promoted.

Were they guaranteed this result?   No!!!!

