Genesis and Christian Apologetics
I. Genesis and Worldview

II. Genesis and Science

III. Genesis and the Flood

IV. Genesis, Prefigures and Foreshadows

V. Archaeology and Genesis.

A Brief Outline of the Whole Bible:

I. Genesis 1  God created the universe and the earth.  It was very good.

II. Genesis 2  God created man so that we could have an intimate relationship with him.

III.  Genesis 3 through 11  We messed up very badly—destroying that relationship.

IV.  Genesis 12-Rev 20  God is repairing the damage done by sin.
V.  Rev 21-22  God has fixed the problem and we are back in a relationship with him.

Or:
Genesis 1  Who God is.

Genesis 2 Who we are.

Genesis 3 through 11   The problem.

Genesis 12 to the end of the Bible.  The solution.

God does not waste his time!  He gets right to the point.

Ch 1:1-2:3  Creation of the heavens and the earth, of life and of mankind.
Genesis 1 is a theological treatise, not a scientific one.

Genesis 1-3 is the most brilliant theological treatise ever written!
Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  
1. In the beginning…

2. In the beginning God…

3. In the beginning God created….
(Note: in the Babylonian creation myth Enuma Elish, the gods co-exist with the universe, and in creating they are working with existing materials.)
Heb 11:3  By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.  Also, Romans 1:21-25.  We should worship God, not the things God has created.
4. In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (ie. the entire physical universe)

If this is true, then every other ‘ism and every other world view devised my man is proved false.
Competing World Views:

polytheism, animism, dualism, pantheism, atheism/naturalism postmodernism (no valid world view), deism, theism.

All are debunked by Genesis 1:1  (assuming, of course, that it is true)

[Arguably, deism is not debunked until Genesis chapter 2.]
Genesis 1  (and really Genesis 1-11 is a polemic against Mesopotamian religion/mythology.  Specifically, it is a polemic against the creation myth of the Babylonians;  The Enumah Elish.   
Polemic:  a strong verbal or written attack on someone or something

Wenham: “Gen 1-11 is a commentary, often highly critical, on ideas current in the ancient world about the natural and supernatural world.”

In Enumah Elish  the creation of mankind was an afterthought.   In the Genesis Creation Account, the creation of mankind was the purpose of creation.  We are the apex of creation.
World View:

The perspective one uses to process and interpret information received about the world.  

James W. Sire, TheUniverse Next Door 

Qualities of a “good” world view:

1.  It is “true”

There is no virtue and there is very rarely an advantage in being wrong. 

“True” = consistent with reality.    Predictions made using that world view will agree with what we know and what we observe. 

If a belief is in clear contradiction with well-established facts about the world, then it is not true.  

2.   It successfully answers the important questions humans ask.

What is the nature of God/the prime reality?

What is the right thing to do?

What is my value?

What is my purpose in life?

What is my relationship with the “prime reality?”

Does God answer prayer?

Why is there suffering?

Why is there evil?

What about death and judgment?

3.  Those who ascribe to it are better human beings for having taken this as their world view.

“Better” is easier to define than you might think.

The Christian World View According to Genesis 1-4

1. The physical world is:    a. real      b. created out of nothing (ex nihilo)    and    c. essentially good.
2. There exists an unseen spiritual reality which is not limited to or defined by the physical reality.  Human beings have a spiritual aspect to their nature.
3. The creator of both the physical and spiritual realm is the God who reveals himself in the Bible. 

4. Human beings have both a physical and a spiritual nature, The spiritual nature is more essential as it is eternal.
5. God is characterized by certain qualities.  God is a person. God is love, God is just, God is holy, God is omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent.

6. Although all God’s creation is good, evil does exist.  Evil is the result of freedom of will given to created beings and their decision to use that freedom to rebel--to “sin” 
7. Because of God’s justice and his holiness, those who choose to rebel against him will ultimately be judged and separated from God for eternity.
8. The solution to evil, to sin and its eternal consequences is provided by God through the atoning substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

All of this is found in Genesis 1-4

The Christian World View is true:

The Universe is Real

The creation is good.

Evil exists.

Despite what Naturalists say, there is a spiritual reality.  For example, “I” exist.  Consciousness is not simply an epiphenomenon.

Science and the Christian world view do not contradict.

The Christian World View answers the hard questions:

The Problem of Sin (the substitutionary death of Jesus)

Romans 7:24,25

The Problem of Suffering (compassion)

Matthew 9:35-36   

The Problem of Death

1 Corinthians 15:54-56

The Christian World View makes us better than we would be if we accepted any competing world view.

Most of the benevolent work, even in Buddhist, Hindu and other countries is done by Christians.

Genesis 1:2-10  The universe is formless and empty, but God creates order and distinctions out disorder and formlessness.
Genesis Chapter One and Science
Theories about Genesis 1 and creation:

A. Young Earth


1. Young, and scientific evidence supports this conclusion.  Problem: it is simply not true!!!!


2. Created with an appearance of age. Therefore scientists will discover an old Earth.   Problem:  If true, then we deduce some uncomfortable conclusions.



a. How far away is that galaxy?



b. Dinosaurs and Trilobites etc. never lived.



c. Is God trying to trick us?    Who is to say.

B.  Day/Age


Each “day” of Genesis One represents a stage/era over which God created the earth in its present form.   Consistent with scientific data.


Problem:  1. This is not the natural interpretation of  “There was evening and there was morning—the first day.”   2. There may be some problems with the chronology of the account with regard to plants, etc.
C.  Gap Theory


Posits a huge “gap” of time between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2.  At some point, God recreated the earth over six days.


Problems:  This gap is very speculative.  Does it really solve the science problems?  Where is the evidence of this recreation?   Seems contrived.  Violates Ockham’s Razor.
D.  Framework Theory


The creation week is a literary convention, not intended to be chronological, but 
thematic.   Sees two triads of “days”  day 1-3 and 4-6.  God created the heavenly objects (1,4), God created the sea and sea creatures (2,5) and God created land and land life (3,6).  The purpose of this story is not to provide chronological information, but to show how Jehovah, not Baal or other pagan gods, is the creator of cosmos and of life.

Environments

Creatures

Day 1  Light      

Day 4 Luminaries

Day 2  Sky


Day 5  Birds and fish

Day 3  Land


Day 6  Animals and Man

Bruce Waltke summarizes his own reflections on the literary genre of the passage:

. . .it is a literary-artistic representation of the creation. To this we add the purpose, namely, to ground the covenant people's worship and life in the Creator, who transformed chaos into cosmos, and their ethics in his creative order.

Problems:   In denying chronology it seems to deny a chief feature of the account.  If Genesis 1 is not historical, what about the rest of Genesis?

E.  “Just a myth”


Problems:  Inconsistent with what we know of the rest of the Bible.  Also, how do you explain the scientific quality of this myth?  Also, this ignores the consistency of the world view in Genesis 1-3 with reality.  More on this later.

A quick summary of Genesis chapter one:

a. God existed before the creation of the universe

b. God created the universe:   “Let there be light”

c. God created the earth

d. God created life

e.  Last of all, God created mankind

More detail

Genesis 1 account from the perspective of one on the surface of the earth

The earth has been created and is spinning:  night and day  Day 1

Water covered the earth and a very thick atmosphere formed  Day 2

Later, as the earth cooled, land appeared out of the water.   Day 3

Then life appeared on the earth   Day 3

[That life dramatically changed the chemistry of the atmosphere from reducing to oxidizing]       

Finally, the heavenly objects appeared in the sky   Day 4

More advanced life forms; first in the water, later on the land   Day 5

Even more advanced life forms.  Last of all human beings   Day 6

Funny Story:   Katie and Dr. Quinn Medicine Woman.

There is that pesky “evening and morning—the first day.”  True, but be aware that this is a 2nd millennium BC Near Eastern document, not a 21st century Western document.

Ancient Near Easterners were not linear, analytical thinkers!!!

What does one propose God should have said?  Should he have mentioned dinosaurs, galaxies, microbes, billions of years?
God:   First, there was the Big Bang…

Then galaxies formed.

540 million years ago I decided it was time for the Cambrian Explosion.

Later, I caused an age of the dinosaurs.  Why? So as to push along mammal evolution.

Is Genesis 1 a myth?     Yes.  It is a true myth.

Every ancient culture has a creation myth.

The Babylonian creation myth:  Gods emerge from a divine swamp which had existed forever. These gods came out of the swamp in male and female pairs. As the younger gods appeared, they did battle with the older gods. In one battle, Marduk, the son of Ea (the earth God) attacked and killed the first god of all, Tiamat. He caught her in a net and crushed her skull. As the divine blood of Tiamat spilled to earth, the Babylonian creation myth claims that the blood and mud mixed and formed the first humans.

Ancient Egyptian creation story:  The common creation myth of the Egyptians was that at the beginning the universe was filled with a primordial ocean called the Nun. The waters of the Nun were stagnant. Out of the limitless flood rose the primeval hill. This primeval hill eventually became the landmass of the earth. The priests of each of the great cult centers of Egypt claimed that their city was the point where the landmass of the earth originated. Some believe the great pyramids at Giza represent the primeval hill. 

Greek creation story:   All the animals were originally formed by the gods Prometheus and Epimethius. These gods formed the animals from clay molds—analogous to the production of cast iron. Greek myth also includes the idea that Atlas holds the sky up above the earth on his shoulders, as well as the view that the sun rides across the sky each day in Apollo’s chariot. 

Japanese creation story:   Shinto scripture holds that two gods, Izanagi and Izanami, were given a gift of a spear adorned with jewels. At the time of this gift, the earth was a muddy chaos over which the gods had flung a bridge. Izanagi and Izanami went out on the celestial bridge and thrust their spear into the muddy chaos. They drew it back, all spattered with mud. Some of the mud fell from the spear to earth, and formed one of the Japanese islands. Then these two gods came and took up residence on this island. Out of their union the principal islands of Japan were created.

Hindu creation story:   The first man, Manu, arrives on an earth devoid of animals. Out of a sacrifice Manu offered to the gods, the first woman was made. Manu lusted after the woman, so she changed into a cow. Manu changed himself into a bull, and their offspring were cattle. Next, the woman changed into a goat, and Manu changed himself into a he-goat—and so forth—until all the animals were created.

A creation myth of the Native American Iroquois nation:    In the beginning there were two brothers, Enigorio and Enigohahetgea. One was good and one was evil. The former went about the world, furnishing it with gentle streams, fertile plains and good fruits. The latter followed him maliciously, creating rapids, thorns and deserts. Eventually Enigorio turned on his evil brother and crushed him into the earth, where he still lives, receiving the souls of the dead and existing as the author of evil.

Summary:  “Genesis 1 is a mixture of historical facts and religious truth based on these facts.”

There is historical truth dressed up in symbolic religious/theological material.

For example, there was a historical Adam and Eve, they were created by God, in part, for companionship, they were put into a kind of paradise in which they were relative innocent.  They were tempted to be like God, fell into sin, and lost their innocence.

Q:  Is the conversation between Even and the snake a transcript of an actual conversation?   I do not know, but I can treat it as a transcript because it is faithful to what happened historically and theologically.
Skip the following material in the class?
Is day/age a possible legitimate interpretation?

Important theologians who considered the metaphorical “day” explanation to be likely:

Philo  1st century

Origin early 3rd century

Augustine early 5th century

Thomas Aquinas 13th century

Translations of yom in the Old Testament

1181 times as “day” (but with several different connotations

 of the word, some not being literal.  ex Isaiah 4:2 In that day, the Branch 

 of the Lord will be beautiful)

67 times as “time”

30 times as “today”

18 times as “forever”

10 times as “continuously”

6 times as “age”

4 times as “life”

2 times as “perpetually”]
Romans 5:12-19 Adam a type of Jesus

Sin of Adam set a pattern and produced a terrible result

Sinless life of Jesus set a pattern and produced a wonderful result.
But Adam is a prefigure of Jesus.

Jesus is the second Adam.   1 Cor 15:45-49  We are like the first Adam in our physical nature, but we will be like the second Adam in our spiritual nature.   Romans 5:15   Death came from one man.   Life came from one man.
Noah and the Flood.  
I love Genesis 6:22  Noah did everything just as God commanded him.

This is the definition of faith!   Ezekiel 18:5-9  The righteous man is the one who does what is just and right (v. 5).  He is the one who “follows my decrees and faithfully keeps my laws.” (v. 9)
Flood is a type, Judgment is the antitype.   2 Peter 3:3-7.

Notice: “by the same word…”    As it was then, so it will be at the end time.

When it started raining, no one was laughing at Noah.

But the same event which foreshadows judgment, also foreshadows God’s provision and our salvation.  1 Peter 3:20-22.   Saved through water.  This water symbolizes baptism that now saves you.   So much for baptism being a symbol.  The water in the flood was the symbol.

The flood is a picture of what happened.

The flood is a picture of the world as it is today

The flood is a picture of the world as it will be at the end.

The flood is a foreshadow of both judgment and salvation.

Every reality in NT is foreshadowed by an historical event in the OT.  Judgment Day is no exception.

As with the type, so with the antitype.

Judgment day is bad news for most, but not for Noah and family.  1 Pet 3:20-22.

In both cases, a few are saved through water.  Baptism is not a symbol, Noah’s flood is the symbol.

Noah is a “second Adam.”   He is Adam 2.0  (Jesus is Adam 3.0)
As Jesus was raised, so was Noah raised from the dead.

Wenham:  “In the flood, the bounds established at creation were overstepped, and chaos and death ensued.”   In the flood, the boundary between the water below and the water above was removed.
The Flood:  Like the Genesis creation account, another “true myth.”

Cultures with a flood story:   Hindus, Burma (Myanmar) New Guinea Aborigines of Australia New Zealand Iroquoi, Incas Aztecs, Greeks, Babylonians, Sumerians, Celts, etc….
Sumerians date dynasties before “the flood” and after “the flood”

8 foot layer of mud below city of Ur

The Gilgamesh Epic. 

Akkadia 2000 BC, rewritten 1600 BC
Common elements:
1. A decision to destroy mankind

2. God or god warns a hero about the impending flood

3. Flood hero (Utnapishtim, Noah) told to build an boat
4. Hero obeys
5. Hero enters ark and the door is closed

6. Flood comes

7. Live destroyed

8. Water subsides

9. Boat grounded in mountians

10. Birds sent out.

11. Exit and sacrifice
Contrasts between the Babylonian flood story and the Genesis flood story.

In the Mesopotamian flood story, the Noah figure escaped destruction because he happened to worship a god who did not support the decision to bring on a flood.   The gods were not unanimous.
In the Gilgamesh Epic, Utnapishtim, not God, closes the door.  In Genesis Noah was saved by God’s grace, not by his wisdom or hard work.
In the Mesopotamian flood story, once the flood gets started, the gods lose control of the devastation and are terrified of it. They “cowered like dogs.”
God is omniscient and omnipotent.
In the Genesis account, God is fully in control, and the “god” who brought on the flood is the one who saves Noah.
At the sacrifice after the flood, the gods are “crowding like flies” around the sacrifice because mankind was created to feed the gods.

In Gilgamesh the gods are capricious, in Genesis God is just yet loving.

Theories about the flood:

1. Just another unfounded myth.

2. Worldwide flood.

a. With a  semi-scientific explanation
Canopy theory  Water stored in the heavens
Water came from under the earth.  “Fountains of the deep.”
b. A unique and completely miraculous event

3. Local flood    A massive flood in Mesopotamia.
Problem?  So, how was the water retained only in Mesopotamia?

And why are there all of those flood “myths” across the world?

Scholars tell us that the use of the word “earth” (erets) and  “all” or “every” (kol) does allow for a local context.  (for example, in Genesis 41:57, and all (kol) the world (erets) came to Egypt)
Genesis 7:20  The water rose to about 20 feet above the local mountains where the ark landed.   This is not 29,000 feet!
 My conclusion:

The flood was a dramatic, worldwide, miraculous event in which God judged the earth.
New Testament writers clearly believe this was a historical event.  Matthew 24:38-39

It happened as judgment for sin  2 Peter 3:6-7

It is a prefigure of final judgment

Belief in the flood based chiefly on faith in the Bible, certainly not on science.
But, to be honest, I accept this principally on faith in the inerrancy of the Bible—definitely NOT on science!!!!
Besides, the theological and even the historical meaning is not seriously impacted by either the local or the global scenario.

Genesis 12-25  Abraham
The story of Genesis is the story of God and it is the story of Abraham—It is the story of salvation by faith.

Abraham’s faith is a type of the saving faith we have.  Romans 4:11-12, Romans 4:16. “He is the father of us all.”
Adam is the father of us all.  (we are sinners)

Noah is the father of us all.   (physically)

Abraham is the father of us all.   (the saved)
Genesis 14:18-20.  Melchizedek.    Priest and King.  A prophecy of the priesthood of Jesus.
Melchizedek a worshipper of El Elyon (God Most High)

    Psalm 110:4

Melchizedek is a very interesting figure:
Melchizedek is a prefigure of Jesus Christ.

1. Melchizedek means King of Righteousness.

2. King of Salem (Genesis 14:18) means King (prince?) of Peace.
(he was king of righteousness before he was king of peace because righteousness comes before peace).
3. The King of physical Jerusalem.    (Jesus is king of spiritual Jerusalem)

4. Melchizedek had neither beginning nor end of days (Hebrews 7:3). [Note: He is not saying that Melchizedek did not die, but that we know nothing of when he was born or when he died, and using that as a symbol of the Messiah—an argument based on silence. He is a priest without genealogy (Heb 7:3), which was never true of Jewish priests (Ezra 2:61-63).]
5. Without descendants (that we know of).  Heb 7:3 without descendants
6. A priest because of his character (king of righteousness), not because of descent. (Hebrews 7:16)
7. Greater than Abraham, because Abraham offered sacrifice (Gen 14:20), and likely Abraham was literally his subject) 
8. He blessed Abraham (Genesis 14:19).

9. Gave Abraham bread and wine—a prefigure of the last supper, Lord’s Supper) (surprisingly, this is not mentioned by the Hebrew writer)

10.  A priest, but not a Levite  Heb 7:6—a priest to the Gentiles.
11. High Priest because of his character, not by descent.

12. A priest and a king (unlike any Jew).
13. He remains a priest forever. (Hebrews 7:3, Psalm 110:4)
Prefigures in Ishmael, Isaac, Sarah and Hagar

Ishmael  →  Israel   born the usual way

Isaac  →   the church    born by miracle.

Israel children of God by birth.   Us:  children of God by choice.

This should really bother the Jews.  Ishmael is a foreshadow of us!!!! 

We are children of Abraham.  Jesus:  no you are not.

I’m not just making this up:  Gal 4:21-31

As Ishmael persecuted Abraham out of jealousy, so the Jews persecuted the early Christians.   

God had this thing planned all along—to miraculously adopt us into his family.
Type:  Ishmael persecuted Isaac (21:9 he mocked Isaac, Gal 4:29 he persecuted)      Antitype:  The Jews persecuted the early Church.
Type:    Sarah:   Get rid of that woman and her son.  (Genesis 21:10)
Antitype:  God rejecting Israel and accepting the church.    70 AD it happened.

Sodom: A foreshadow of Judgment and of salvation!   (a common theme in the Bible, so there are a lot of foreshadows in the OT)

Sodom is a type of sin.  Sodom is a paradigm for sin and God’s judgement of sinners.  Sodom and Gomorrah are a byword for sin in the Bible.
What happened to Sodom, then, becomes a foreshadow of those who sin.

 (2 Peter 2:6)

The message:  unrepented sin will lead to judgment.  Did God make this symbol subtle?

But there is another message.  What about Lot.   Believe it or not, S&G is about the grace of God.
Two angels plead with Lot to leave that city (“come on”, “get up”).  They twisted Lot’s arm.
We need to be like these angels—helping people to leave Sodom, even if we

have to drag them out!

Lot: Oh, it’s not so bad. Spend the night. We have plenty of time. (19:16)
Lot: It’s too hard to leave Sodom.  Can’t we just go to Zoar? (Gen 19:18-22)
Type: Lot is us!!   Lot is the questionable disciple who just barely makes it to heaven—with his clothes singed on the way in—but God saved Lot.  Was Lot a way righteous person?

2 Pet 2:6  Was Lot a righteous man?  Acc. To God yes!

Lot is the tattered but surviving Christian.  He barely makes it, but he makes it!   God is not encouraging us to be like Lot, but he intends to comfort us through Lot.

Lot’s wife.    Q:  What does God use her as a type of?   Those who are saved, but look back and are lost.   Gen 19:26
Luke 17:32  Remember Lot’s wife!!!  Luke 9:62  takes on new meaning.
Q: Have you been tempted to look back to Sodom?

God’s admonition to us:  DO NOT LOOK BACK TO SODOM!

An Aside:   Archaeology and Genesis

Genesis:  Ur a large and prosperous city around 1900 BC The point:  if Bible is an historical fantasy 500 BC, how did they know that?

 Harann, a smaller, frontier city in NW Mesopotamia    Note:  Harann was abandoned about 1800 BC.  How did Jews 500 BC know about this city?

Ebla Tablets (1975)  peaked in importance about 2000 BC   17,000 clay tablets

Names mentioned include   Isaac, Jacob, Abraham, Terah, Nahor and Serug

The point:  these names were unknown 1000 years later.  This story could not have been invented.

Ex:   read a letter, supposedly written 1890,  including names such as Skyler, Jamal, Brittany

Or letter, supposedly written 2004  with names such as Gertrude, Harold

Story of Laban chasing Jacob to retrieve the household gods (Genesis 31)   Why was Laban more concerned with getting back his household gods than his own daughter?    

According to the Nuzi Tablets whoever possessed the household gods/teraphim  inherited the family property.   Oh!

What about Sodom and Gomorrah?  Bible:  fairly well-watered, large cities

League of 5 cities:   Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, Zoar (Genesis 14:2)

Today:  SE corner of Dead Sea.  Total wasteland.

Archaeologists discovered about 2100 BC Dead Sea twice as large, wetter.

Guess how many wadis contain ruins of cities?    Five!!

All destroyed about 2000 BC by fire

Largest city, Bab edh-Dhra  (presumably Sodom) as thick as 7 ft. ashes.

The graveyard 1 kilometer distance from the city:  Burned from the top down!

Also:

The Hittites.   Skeptics in 19th century.  This is all just a made up story.  No such people ever existed.

Bible:   A major power in Palestine about 1800 BC.  Mentioned 47 Times

1906  Hugo Winkler discovered Hattusha.  Large empire with many cities which was the chief rival to Egyptian power in the period 1800-1300 BC.
Genesis 22  Abraham Offers His One and Only Son.

Genesis 22:1 “Some time later.”  Isaac is probably now a teenager.

Gen 22:1-6  Take your son, your only son…    [note: at this point Ishmael is gone forever]
Isaac is a type of Christ, and Abraham is a type of the Father.
Imagine the emotions of Abraham, who was “greatly distressed” at having to send Ishmael away (21:11)

As a prefigure, imagine the distress in the Father at offering his one and only son.

All of Abraham’s hopes rested on Isaac.

As Chrysostom put it:  “The things of God seemed to fight against the things of God, and faith fought with faith, and the commandment fought with the promise.”     Yet Abraham, in faith, obeyed the command.

What is it you are not willing to give up to God?  God is calling you to sacrifice it.
v. 3 Abraham got up early the next day. Abraham (God) is not holding back.

God was willing to give up his only son.

The cool thing is that this actually happened.

By the way Mt. Moriah is the site of the temple and the place where Jesus was condemned to die.  Coincidence?
22:4  On the third day…
1 Cor 15:3-4  Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.                He was raised on the third day according to the scriptures.    Fulfilled here!

Heb 11:19  Figuratively speaking Abraham received his son back from the dead.

v. 6 Look at Isaac.  He carried the wood to be used for his own sacrifice up Mt. Moriah.   As Jesus carried the wood up the same mountain which would be used for his sacrifice.
And notice, Abraham carried the knife.  God offered his son.

Look at the emotional scene:  Isaac says, affectionately: “Father”  “Where is the offering.”   Imagine how torn apart Abraham’s heart was.  He says, enigmatically “God will provide.”
Abraham:  You are the sacrifice.   Isaac:  If you say so, father.
Q: How could he do this?  Heb 11:19  Abraham reasoned  This is very faithful reasoning!

v. 9 Abraham bound his son.  The implication is that Isaac allowed him to do so. This reminds me of Gethsemane  “Not my will but yours be done.”
We need to follow Abraham our father:

1. Out of Ur/Haran    Give up everything we have to follow God.

2. To Mt. Moriah    The place where you offer up the blessings you have received from God.

Joseph
Genesis 37, 39-48  Joseph  A prefigure of the Messiah.   King  (actually prince), Prophet (dreamer, visionary) and Priest (interceded with Pharaoh and saved Israel)
Look at the big picture.  Joseph started at Jacob’s right hand—Jacob’s favorite son.     He then became a slave in Egypt   God raised him up to the right hand of Pharaoh.   This is the story of the Messiah.  (Philippians 2:6-11)
But it is also the story of us.  We started in the garden, we ended up in Egypt, and we will end up back in the garden.
Reminds me of Hosea 11:1  Out of Egypt I called my son.  Through the actions of Joseph (which are really the actions of God), Israel was eventually taken out of Egypt.
Also note that Joseph himself was taken out of Egypt.  Genesis 50:24-25 ( as mentioned in Hebrews 11:22)  There is massive symbolism here.  Joseph, physically, died in Egypt, but his bones were carried into Canaan, symbolic of his eventual resurrection to live with God in heaven.

a.  favorite son if Jacob/Israel       Jesus the only son

b.  tended sheep (a recurring theme as Jesus is the good shepherd)

c.  God in a dream:   you will rule over your brothers as king    (Jesus king of the Jews
d.  Out of jealousy his brothers conceived a plan to kill him.    (Jesus brother Israelites plotted his death)

e. betrayed by his brothers for 20 pieces of silver—which was the price of a young slave in Egypt at that time.  (Jesus was sold for 30 pieces of silver, the approximate price of a young slave at that time).
f.  God brought him to Egypt to protect from jealous brothers  (Jesus went to Egypt to protect him from Herod)

g.  Joseph was raised by God to become a prince from very humble situation. 
h.  Most importantly to be a figure of the Messiah:  he saved Israel!!
i.  In fact, Joseph saved not only Israel, but through him many Gentile nations were also saved and blessed.

j. Joseph gave bread to the whole world (Gen 41:57).

k. Jacob received his son back from the dead (Gen 45:28)
Gen 49:8-11
1. Your father’s sons will bow down to you.

2. You are a lion.

3. You will possess the staff and the scepter (ie. rule as king)
4. You will tie your donkey and a foal to a vine.

5.  You will wash clothing in wine.
There is the question of 49:10c  

Until he to whom it belongs (ie him to whom the scepter belongs) will come.




or

Until Shiloh comes.   (Shiloh being Messiah’s symbolic name)

If so then Shiloh can be a proper  name of the Messiah or it can simply be the phrase to whom it belongs.  The prophetic meaning is the same in either case, but I would not make a huge thing about Shiloh being a name of the Messiah.

Gen 49:29-50:14  As requested, Jacob was buried in the cave at Machpelah.  Out of Egypt I called my son.

Genesis 50:24-25 (as mentioned in Hebrews 11:22)  Final prophecy.  Joseph will be called out of Egypt as well.

There is massive symbolism here.  Joseph, physically, died in Egypt, but his bones were carried into Canaan (Exodus 13:19), symbolic of his eventual resurrection to live with God in heaven.             
� The source used for these creation myths is Daniel G. Brinton, The Myths of the New World, reprint of the 3rd ed. (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Company, 1974).





