CHURCH HISTORY

Notes for West Regio of LAICOC
Why Study Church History?

I.  Learn the Mistakes of History → Avoid them?  “Those who do not learn from history are doomed to repeat it.”
Commonly attributed to George Santayana (1863-1952), essayist, poet, philosopher and novelist.
All the mistakes we have made as a movement were made within the Restoration Movement.  Why not learn from the likes of Daniel Sommer and David Lipscomb, for example.
II.  Discover our own roots (Restoration Movement, Churches of Christ, ICOC)    Contrary to what you have been told, our “movement” did not start in the Gempel’s living room.       What we are is more the result of the Restoration movement than we are aware.  We should know our spiritual pedigree/roots.     

Why do  we do what we do?

We think what we do is because it is biblical.   Sometimes this is true, but sometimes it is because of our background.
Many churches of Christ have a corner stone  Church of Christ, established 33AD.

This is not only arrogant and divisive, it is also not true.


Ignoring our history is endemic to Restorationists and it is a big mistake.
III.  Avoid swinging the pendulum  
So much of what Christians do is a reaction against what they disagree with in another group.  This is a constant story in Church history
Grace  ↔ Legalism                                                                        

Doctrine ↔ Zeal, Emotion, Heart                                               

Intellectualism  vs  Heart Christianity and Charismatic                           

Historically, Christians do what we do as a reaction to some sort of perceived problem.

Might we be tempted to do the same today?

Better:   Let us do what the Bible says.  “We follow the Bible only”   But this is not realistic.    Suggestion:  let us study church history.

This class is about how to do church.
How to deal with crisis, with false doctrine, to avoid drift, to find balance between doctrine and practice, to interact or to stay separate from culture, to deal with political entities, to interact with other groups and much more.

There are three periods especially important for us:

1. The primitive church AD 30 – 450 AD

2. The Reformation

3. The Second Great Awakening, the Christianization of America, the creation of American evangelicalism and the Restoration Movement

1. The Primitive Church

There are so many inspiring stories, but also so many warnings about dealing with heresy and with drift from apostolic teaching and practice.

Acts 1:8     A scary vision.   Yet, that is what they did.   

Logically, it makes absolutely no sense that a Jewish movement, led mostly by poor, uneducated people, from a relatively insignificant province in the Roman empire, with a world view diametrically opposed to that of the Roman/Greek world, following a leader who was executed at a young age—one who never wrote anything and who never left a 100 mile radius of his place of birth, who did not even speak Greek could do what none of the barbarians could do—conquer Rome.

This is what we need today.   The only hope for this world is for us to change the world all over again.   We need a new revolution like that we find in Acts.

Logically, we should not be able to do it, but they did.

Why did the church change the world in the first through third centuries?

1. Early on it was the incomparable zeal and personal conviction of those who had   personally known Jesus of Nazareth and those directly influenced by these witnesses.

This was a Jesus movement.   What do we learn from that? 

2. Add to this the powerful truth-claims related to fulfilled prophecies, miracles and the resurrection.

The movement was based on truth-claims which were supported by evidence and which made sense.  What do we learn from that?

As the immediacy of the events faded and as these influences naturally were reduced somewhat as well, why did the church continue its exponential growth?   These two alone were not enough for Christianity to conquer the Pagan religions and Greek philosophy.

3. Because of the obvious and inescapable moral/ethical superiority of the adherents to this growing Christian movement.

4. Because Christianity answered the questions that thinking people ask far better than any other world view out there.

5. Because the Church gave meaning, purpose and dignity for both poor, the disenfranchised, the outcast, the women—something Greek and Roman society as well as Greek philosophers did not do.

6. Because it is the truth and God was behind this movement.

Early Church History
Two ways biblical Christianity is lost.

1. Growth of splinter, heretical groups

2. Gradual drift of “true church” for initially “good , sincere” reasons
Both can happen, but probably the second category is more relevant to us.
Early schisms/false doctrines.

1.  Judaizers  (Galatians)   legalism.  Righteousness through law keeping.   
Ignatius:

It is monstrous to talk of Jesus Christ and to live like a Jew.  (Letter to the Magnesians 8:1, 10:3)
2. Ebionites  Jewish Christians.  Eusebius:  “They considered him a plain and common man and justified only by his advances in virtue.”    Denied the virgin birth.    Observed the Sabbath.   
3.  Gnosticism.     Jesus an emanation, only a spiritual body. Not really crucified.   1 John 1:1    Emphasis on hidden, deep knowledge. Gospel of Thomas, Gospel of Judas.
4.  Docetism.   appearance, dokesis.   Jesus only appeared to have been a physical person.   He only appeared to have been crucified.

5.  Montanists.   Montanus Montanus and two prophetesses Maximilla and Prisca (Priscilla) around 150.   Asceticism. Modern day revelation, speaking in tongues. Charismata.  Preached celibacy as “normal” Christianity. Tertullian joined this group. 
6.  Novatianists      Novatian.  AD 250   Northern Africa.  Taught that those who had compromised during persecution  of Decius must be kicked out of  the church.    
Schism over discipleship.



Q:  Should those whose “discipleship” is questionable be kicked out of the church?

8.  Arianism.  Arius.  AD 300  Jesus not God.  “There was a time when he was not.” Council of Nicea to oppose this.  Jeh. Witness are modern Arians.    Almost succeeded in becoming the dominant form of Christianity.
In all of this, the mainstream church remained orthodox and taught correct doctrine.
II.   Early drift from apostolic church:

Most or all of these drifts started out as a reasonable and perhaps even a good response to pressures from the heretical groups listed above.
In all the theological debates, the Orthodox Church was right, yet look what happened.

Orthodoxy vs Orthopraxy

Heterodoxy vs Heteropraxy

A. Leadership/organization of the Church
1.  evangelists

2. evangelists and elders     AD 60 

3.  elders and head bishop    AD 120   (Ignatius of Antioch  AD 110  Do nothing without the bishop!   (fired up about martyrdom)

Ignatius: Let the bishop preside in the place of God and his clergy (the presbyters/priests) in the place of the Apostolic conclave, and let my special friends the deacons be entrusted with the service of Jesus Christ. (Letter to the Magnesians 6)
4.  bishops and archbishops, regional spheres of influence   Ephesus, Antioch, Alexandria,     Jerusalem, Rome.    AD 250  

            head elder = bishop, loss of evangelists.    (Titus 1:5-7 1 Pet 5:1,2  plurality of elders)

AD  250  Metropolitans

AD 450  Pope Leo I  claims unrivaled authority over Western church

AD  588  Patriarch in Constantinople claims universal patriarch over Eastern church.

B.  Teaching on baptism. 
Catachumens had to wait for up to six months to be baptized to prove they were sincere.   By about AD 150-200
To protect the church.

(  Fasting required

( anointing with oil

Holy Spirit received on chrism/anointing, not at baptism

( delayed baptism   up to six months.  In some cases 3 years!
( three immersions    
Baptism only by a bishop.

Recited a creed.

Late 3rd century began to baptize small children to be “safe”

Baptism became a sacrament of the church and a kind of magic.

By 400 A. D. baptism of infants and of the unrepentant was common. 
1000-1100 A. D.  Churches filled in or destroyed  their baptisteries.
C.  Asceticism/Monasticism.  
D.   Creeds.  Church calendar.   
E.    Sacerdotalism.  Priesthood.  
Clergy/laity  separate standards of commitment.  
Lord’s Supper becomes a sacrifice, not a remembrance.

Transubstantiation.

F.  Sacramentalism.   Church Calendar, etc.

Ex opere operato.  From the work performed.  The power was found, not in the faith of the individual, but in the church with priests as the sacraments as the source of grace.
Augustine.
Veneration of saints,   

By end of 2nd century the word “saint” was applied only to the martyrs.

Contrary to common belief, worship in catacombs was NOT to avoid persecution but to honor the “saints.”    Tertullian vigorously opposed this practice for good reason!
Summary:   church history tells us to avoid

      1.   convenient but unscriptural or unwise organizational structure.

2.   formalism/ritualism in our worship.

3.   overreaction to false doctrines

4.   creeds

5.   overemphasis on physical “sacrifice”, prayer, any sort of otherwise good spiritual activity.

6.  reliance on a professional “clergy” which is separate from the “laity.”

7.   bad hermeneutics

Highlights or church history in 3rd and 4th centuries.
Horrendous persecutions:

1. Decius 249-251 and Valerian (253-260)  Completely outlawed Christianity.  Sought to destroy the church. Bishops arrested and executed if they did not recant.  He ordered all Roman citizens to burn incense, pour out an offering to the god of the Romans, and eat meat sacrificed to an idol.  Those who did were given a certificate testifying to their compliance.  Those who refused were subject to dismissal from their jobs, arrest, exile and execution.  
2. Diocletion (303-304) Galerian, Licinius.   Scriptures burned.  Church buildings destroyed with worshippers inside, bishops arrested and executed.  As bad or worse that under Decius.
313  Edict of Milan.   An edict of toleration of Christianity under influence of Constantine.

323  Constantine emperor of entire empire.  Constantinople (Byzantium) a second Roman capital.

325 Council of Niceae over Arianism.

Christendom begins.

Augustine    354-430 AD   The greatest theologian of Roman Catholicism.  
Laid the groundwork of Christendom, of Medieval Christianity and to a large extent of Reformation theology!      
Important teachings of Augustine:

1.  His overarching theme:   The Sovereignty of God.   “The City of God.”

2. Christendom.  The church should have authority over the state.   The church has a right to defend itself, to raise armies and to fight wars to defend its prerogatives.   Rebellion against the church is rebellion against the state.

3.  Original sin, total depravity.

a. and thus justification of infant baptism.

4.  Predestination.   Man is incapable of responding to God.   God chooses us, not us choosing him.

      “Free will” is something we receive and grow into after we are saved.

5. Sacramentalism.     Baptism, communion, etc.  ex opere opero   The act as a power in and of itself, apart from faith on the part of those who receive it.
6.  Etc.   Transubstantiation 

1. AD 650-900’s  Paulicians.  Asia Minor.  Rejected sacraments other than baptism and communion, rejected asceticism, Bible the only authority..  As many as 100,000 killed.   
2.  Albigenses, Cathari AD 1000’s-1200’s  Around Albi in southern France.  Rejected papacy, priests, most sacraments, purgatory, infant baptism. Stressed a simply, holy life. 
 Inquisition initiated to stamp out this group.  Tens of thousands killed. Entire regions of Southern France depopulated.
6.  Waldensians.  Peter Waldo  AD 1175- 1500’s.   Wealthy.  Sold 
     everything.  Formed Bible study groups.  Translated Bible into vernacular (French).  Rejected 
     priesthood, sacraments, icons, worship of saints, church calendar, purgatory, etc  Some survived in Switzerland up to the Reformation.
Reformation.

John Wyclif England 1324-1384  English.   
Scripture the only authority.  
Translated Vulgate into English. 
Opposed idols, indulgences, purgatory, transubstantiation, priesthood.   
Called the Pope the antichrist.  
His followers, known as Lollards.

Declared a heretic at Council of Constance in 1415.

In 1428 his bones were dug up, burned, and his ashes dumped into the river Swift.
John Hus  Bohemian  1366-1415   
Influenced by Wyclyffe. 
Bible the only authority. 

Only God can forgive sin.  
Rejected veneration of idols, saints etc.    
Burned at stake at Council of Constance in 1415.  
In Hussite Wars, Bohemia was virtually wiped out as a political entity.

Yet, the movement continued, becoming the Brethren and the Moravian Church.

Influenced Alexander Campbell.
Martin Luther.  1483-1546.  
Catholic priest and Augustinian monk.  
Not out to abolish Catholicism, but to reform it.   
Placed 95 theses on church door in Wittenburg in1517  against indulgences, worldliness of priesthood.   
Scripture only

Grace only. 
Salvation by faith only.   
Predestination.  Our salvation has nothing to do with us at all.

Translated Bible into German. Added the word “alone” to Romans 3:28  
Revived Augustinianism.  Did not restore New Testament theology.
Book of James  “a book of straw”
Along with Zwingli, restored orthopraxy, but not orthodoxy.

Ulrich Zwingli  1484-1531  
Swiss reformer.  
Created “Reformed theology.”

More radical about restoring New Testament practice.
Church “Four walls and a sermon.

Very strong on double predestination/sovereignty of God.  Q; Which of God’s qualities do we over-emphasize?
Rejected transubstantiation.  He and Luther disfellowshipped each other over Lord’s Supper.
Initially agreed with Anabaptists.

But… If we reject infant baptism, we reject Christendom.

The first to say that baptism is like circumcision—that it is merely a symbolic act, representing what God has already done.

“Sacraments are signs or ceremonies by which men offer themselves before the church as soldiers or disciples of Christ.   Completely rejected baptismal regeneration.
Died in a battle with Catholic cantons of Switzerland.

The Anabaptist (rebaptizer) movement. 1525 and later.  
Also known as the Radical Reformation.  
Immersion of adults after repentance and confession of faith.  
Bible only authority.  
Separation of church and state.  
Preached the end of Christendom.
Church is composed of true believers/disciples only.
Taught synergism, not monergism  (God and man cooperate in salvation)  Taught “prevenient grace.”
Extreme pacifists

Restorationists. Restore original church.
Viciously persecuted.  Zwingli personally approved the drowning of  Felix Manz.  Burned at stake by Catholics, drowning by Lutherans and Calvinists.  
Very schismatic.

Menno Simons →   Mennonites
Strong emphasis on church discipline.

Began to separate from the world.   
Swiss Anabaptists became the Amish

John Calvin.  1509-1564  Geneva.   
Greatest Bible commentator in history.

Most influential theologian of the Reformation and since Augustine and Thomas Aquinas.

Civic leader of a theocracy in Geneva.   Most influential theologian of the Reformation.  Wrote Institutes of the Christian Religion.
His theology known as Calvinism.    Monergism
To quote Calvin:  “God is said to have ordained from eternity those whom he wills to embrace in love, and those upon whom he wills to vent his wrath.”

Jesus died only for the elect.  Limited atonement.
Total depravity, unconditional election, limited atonement, irresistible grace, final preservation of the saints.  (TULIP)    Double predestination.
Denominations which are essentially Calvinist:   Presbyterian, Dutch Reformed, Baptist, Puritan (Congregationalist) Anglican/Episcopalian (sort of)   Charismatics are essentially Calvinist in their doctrine.   Evangelicals in general are Calvinist.  
Pray Jesus into your heart and once saved/always saved are stepchildren of Calvinism.
Jacob Arminius (1560-1609) (Dutch) Arminianism. 

Opposed Calvinism with its supralapsarianism and infralapsarianism.
This doctrine is that God predestined some to heaven and others to hell before he created the world and before he provided for forgiveness of sins

Arminius affirmed free will—that we respond to the grace of God—and rejected unconditional election.  “prevenient grace”   God foreknows, but does not predetermine
Arminius:   Supralapsarianism (and by inference any kind of unconditional election) makes God the author of sin.   If so, then sin is not sin.

Churches which accept the Arminian view:  Methodists, Restoration Movement, some kinds of baptists.

John Wesley A branch of the Pietist movement in continental Europe, which was a reaction against the dry, intellectual tone of reformed and Lutheran churches.
Arminian.

Taught that Christians can live a perfect life.
Evangelicalism was created in the 1700s by Wesley and friends.

Most Evangelicals, especially Presbyterians and Baptists, embraced happy Calvinism. 
