Church History Notes Part II
LASMM
Martin Luther.  1483-1546.  Catholic priest and Augustinian monk.  Not out to abolish Catholicism per se, but to reform it.   Placed 95 theses on church door in Wittenburg in1517  against indulgences, worldliness of priesthood.  Excommunicated.   Scripture the only authority for truth. 
Salvation by faith only.      Sola Scriptura,  Sola Gratia et Fides

Repentance not required.  Predestination.  Overreacted to legalism, works salvation of Catholocism.   Rejected celibacy for priests, confession, sacraments other than baptism, eucharist.  
Book of James  “a book of straw”  One mistake?  Trying to reform Catholicism, rather than restore biblical Christianity.  Revived Augustine, not NT.
He, along with Zwingli brought back orthopraxy, but not orthodoxy.

Ulrich Zwingli  1484-1531  Swiss reformer.  Similar to Luther, but more radical about restoring New Testament practice.  Debated over Lord’s Supper.   Rejected transubstantiation.  He and Luther disfellowshipped each other over transubstantiation.  HeHe and  His movement led to what is known as Reformed Theology (reformed church)   He rejected priestly garments, statues, stained glass, etc.   Destroyed much art in the process.  Church is “four bare walls and a sermon.”    Led to Anabaptists.
Like Augustine and Luther, Zwingli was a radical predestinationist.  He saw the sovereignty of God as the chief principle of Christianity.

Thomas Aquinas (and the Bible!)  God foreknows those who will be saved.   Zwingli, Calvin:  God foreordains who will be saved.

Zwingli:  Lord’s supper and baptism are symbolic ceremonies, and are not the means of grace.   We can see where this led.  “Sacraments are signs or ceremonies by which men offer themselves before the church as soldiers or disciples of Christ.   Completely rejected baptismal regeneration.
Died in a battle with Catholic cantons of Switzerland.

The Anabaptist (rebaptizer) movement. 1525 and later.  Also known as the Radical Reformation.  Immersion of adults after repentance and confession of faith.  Bible only authority.  Separation of church and state.    Accused their enemies (the magisterial Reformation) quite rightly of being Constantinians/Augustinians.    
Taught synergism, not monergism  (God and man cooperate in salvation)  Taught “prevenient grace.”
Viciously persecuted.  Zwingli personally approved the drowning of  Felix Manz.  Burned at stake by Catholics, drowning by Lutherans and Calvinists.  
It is hard to exaggerate the significance of separation of church and state.    Extreme pacifists.

Their ideal:  To restore 1st century NT Christianity.

First theologian of the Anabaptists:  Balthasar Hubmaier.   Burned at stake 1528, his wife drowned in the Danube.

Jacob Hutter   Hutterites.   Very schismatic.

Menno Simons →   Mennonites  became legalistic and overly emphasized asceticism and separation from the “world.”
Swiss Anabaptists became the Amish

Anabaptists chose to remove themselves from the world rather than to influence it.

John Calvin.  1509-1564  Geneva.   Theologian, Bible commentator and civil leader of a theocracy in Geneva.   Most influential theologian of the Reformation.  Wrote Institutes of the Christian Religion.   Geneva Convention is a creed which influenced all reform churches.
His theology known as Calvinism.    Monergism
To quote Calvin:  “God is said to have ordained from eternity those whom he wills to embrace in love, and those upon whom he wills to vent his wrath.”

Total depravity, unconditional election, limited atonement, irresistible grace, final preservation 
of the saints.  (TULIP)    Double predestination.
God has two wills; one revealed (1 Tim 2:3-4, 2 Pet 3:9) and one secret: foreordination for eternal salvation or damnation.     Double predestination.

Denominations which are essentially Calvinist:   Presbyterian, Dutch Reformed, Baptist, Puritan (Congregationalist) Anglican/Episcopalian (sort of)   Charismatics are essentially Calvinist in their doctrine.   Evangelicals in general are Calvinist.  Pray Jesus into your heart and once saved/always saved are stepchildren of Calvinism.

Counter Reformation

Desiderius Erasmus 1466-1536  A leading figure of the Renaissance.  Sought to reform rather than break from the Roman Church.

Taught Free Will.  Wrote “On the Freedom of the Will.” 1524    (Luther replied with “On the Bondage of the Will”)
Wrote “Praise of Folly” 1509 in which he sarcastically attacks pilgrimages, relics, monasticism, asceticism, worship of saints and superstitious Medieval practices in general, along with Catholic heirarchy.

The most influential biblical scholar of his time (with the possible exception of Tyndale)

Produced a critical Greek New Testament 1514.

Erasmus laid the egg that Luther hatched.

Q:  Was Erasmus’ view superior to that of Luther and Zwingli, if he had succeeded?

Council of Trent (Italy).  1545-1563 An attempt to reform the Catholic Church in response to the criticism of Luther, Erasmus and others.

1.  Sought with some success to eliminate many Medieval excesses.

2.  Sought, with more success, to make many latent Catholic teachings official.

3.  Condemned Luther and other reformers as heretics.

4.  Confirmed the authority of extra-biblical tradition.

5.  Confirmed works sanctification.  Sacrament of priesthood etc.

Other developments:

William Tyndale translated Greek and Hebrew Bible into English, is burned at stake  1536.  Influenced by Luther.

Thomas Cranmer and Anglicanism.

John Knox 1505-1572 Scotland  Introduced Calvinism to Scotland and England.  Founded the Presbyterian Church.

Baptists.  (England).  Introduced believer’s baptism to Calvinism.  Bible the only authority.  Retained predestination and once saved always saved.

Puritans  (England)   Stressed importance of church autonomy.  Strict Calvinists.  

In US became Congregationalists  (Jonathan Edwards)
Quakers (England)  Charismatic.   Personal holiness.  Pacifists.   Literally quaked in worship.  A holiness/spiritualist offshoot of the Radical Reformation.
Jacob Arminius (1560-1609) (Dutch) Arminianism.   The Protestant equivalent of Pelagianism (more accurately of semi-Pelagianism).  

Lutherism and Reformed theologians very soon lapsed into a fairly dry, scholastic, overly defined, dry, cold sort of intellectual Christianity.   Much reliance on Aristotlean logic and Thomistic scholasticism.
Specifically, the Dutch Reformed Church supported “supralapsarianism.”  This doctrine is that God predestined some to heaven and others to hell before he created the world and before he provided for forgiveness of sins.   This is the doctrine of limited anonement.

Arminius affirmed free will—that we respond to the grace of God—and rejected unconditional election.  “prevenient grace”   God foreknows, but does not predetermine.  He died before his teaching was condemned.
He was accused of Catholic sympathy and of believing in works salvation, but he publicly declared in favor of salvation by grace through faith alone.   Why?  Because he denied that we are totally passive in our reception of salvation.   They considered our response a “work.”  They considered those who choose to accept God’s salvation  as somehow trying to earn it.

Arminius:   Supralapsarianism (and by inference any kind of unconditional election) makes God the author of sin.   If so, then sin is not sin.

Churches which accept the Arminian view:  Methodists, Restoration Movement, some kinds of baptists.

John 1703-1791 and Charles 1707-1788 Wesley.  The holiness movement.   A branch of the Pietist movement in continental Europe, which was a reaction against the dry, intellectual (and angry?) tone of reformed and Lutheran churches.
A reform of Anglican church.   “Methodists” Introduced Adult “confirmation”   They also stressed personal commitment and free will.
The (First) Great Awakening.   Occurred in the American Colonies and England.

George Whitehead.   Jonathan Edwards.  Puritan revivalist.   Calvinist

John Wesley.  Anglican (and later Methodist) revivalist.   Arminian

Both Wesley and Whitehead traveled and preached in the colonies.
The Enlightenment and the Church

· Isaac Newton and the Mechanical Universe  1687 Principia.

· DesCartes and Rationalism.

· David Hume, Voltaire and others begin to apply skepticism to Christian Theology

· Deism:  Intellectual/Rational revision of Christianity  Deny trinity, virgin birth, resurrection of Jesus, etc.  Joseph Priestly establishes the Unitarian Church.   Franklin, Washington, Jefferson all deists.

· John Locke and logical empiricism.


The Stone/Campbell Movement: Reformation or Restoration?

Excerpts:   SC Movement  p 573  p 592  p 594   


Background:  The religious atmosphere in the early 19th century on the Western 
Frontier:

 1. Puritans.  British Dissenters.  Strongly Calvinistic.  Independent church structure.

The  Great Awakening:  Jonathan Edwards George Whitefield.  1740?s,  Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.
A revivalist.    (The Puritans became the Congregational Church)


2. Methodists. John Wesley (1703-1791)  Sought to reform Anglicanism.   Holiness/Pietism movement  Arminian theology.   Emphasis on conversion, personal relationship with God.  Led to the idea of adult confirmation.

 Methodism in the colonies:  Francis Asbury, first bishop of Methodist movement in the 
U.S.   Strong hierarchical structure.

 3. Presbyterians.   John Knox.  Also strongly Calvinistic.  Presbyterian = run by elders.  Tended toward intellectualism.

4.  Baptists:  a blend of Anabaptist doctrine and Calvinistic theology.  Mainly on the 
frontier.

5.  This is the time (1820s 30s) when the Mormons, evangelicals, Christian Science, Adventists 
go their start in the Second Great Awakening.

The Restoration Movement  (Or is it a reformation movement?)    

Influences on the movement (especially on Thomas and Alexander Campbell)

Francis Bacon and inductive logic: the scientific approach to the facts of the Bible.

 John Locke: the Christian Philosopher

 The Scottish school of Common Sense Philosophy (Adam Smith, Thomas Reid, etc.)
 
The Seceder Presbyterians, the Sandemanians and other radical restorationist sects.

The Brethren Churches with their emphasis on piety. 

 James O’Kelly  Methodist.  Rejected organization and creed of Methodism.  Established independent congregations.  We are “Christians Only.” (1784)

 The Christian Connection  (western North Carolina, Kentucky)

 Rice Haggard.  More the theologian than O’Kelly.  “In opinions, liberty.”    “One thing I know, that 
whenever nonessentials are made terms of communion, it will never fail to have 
a tendency to disunite and scatter the church of Christ.”       (Read SCM p. 
87, 88)

Barton W. Stone:   

Had a crisis over Calvinism.  Rejected double predestination.

Do you hold to the Westminister Confession?   “I do, as far as I see it consistent with 
the word of God.”   (in other words, no!)

The Cane Ridge Revival.  1801.   Shaking in the Spirit.  Evangelical in nature.

June 28, 1804   “The Last Will and Testament of the Springfield Presbytery.”

           Denounced human creed. The Bible only.
          To be Called Christian only.
          Local church government only.
          Freedom of conscience, charity on matters of opinion.

Strong millenial tendency.  The millennium is almost upon us.  Christianity to be the 
world religion.

 These guys considered themselves reformers and uniters, not restorers.

Thomas Campbell. (1763-1851)  Born a Presbyterian (predestination).  Influenced by Haldane, seceder Presbyterians, Sandemanians.   Joined a reformist movement.  Moved to US 1807.

 Became disillusioned with the Presbyterianism.  Attempted to form an independent, non-denominational church.  

1809 Published the “Declaration and Address.”

Alexander Campbell.  1788-1866 Son  Very intellectual 

Joined Thomas from Scotland 1809

Believers only baptism 1812    (SCM p. 180)

Formed Mahoning Baptist Association.  but never called themselves Baptists.  Called themselves Christians.

Campbell/Walker Debate 1820

The Christian Baptist 1823

The Millennial Harbinger 1830

Mahoning Baptist Association dissolved 1830

Bethany College 1840

1820’s an independent movement in Ohio, Pennsylvania

Walter Scott a very influential preacher. 
Did more to create the movement, perhaps, than Alexander Campbell.  A much more effective 
preacher.  First evangelist in the movement

“Restored the gospel”  in 1827   The five step plan of salvation

Scotts: faith, repentance, baptism, remission of sins, Holy Spirit

CoC today: hear, believe, repent, confess, be baptized

The crowning event of the early years of the movement:

1824  Stone and Campbell met for the first time

1831   Decided to form a unified movement

Problems:

1.     Christian (Stonites)  or   Disciple (Campbellites)
2.  Emotional vs intellectual movements (preachers vs teachers)
3.     Teaching on baptism
4.     Ordination of ministers
5.  Doctrine of the Holy Spirit

Hermeneutics:

Alexander Campbell relied on Francis Bacon and Isaac Newton.  Believed we could use 
the scientific method to study the Bible.  Very solid hermeneutics, but sought the 
“facts” of the Bible.    

Command, Example and Necessary Demonstrations.

Where the Bible speaks, we speak, where the Bible is silent, we are silent

 Weak on principles. Tended toward legalism.

The turning point:    Were they a unity movement (a reformation) or a restoration movement?

Stone and Campbell favored reformation (example; the Christadelphians)

Walter Scott, Benjamin Franklin, Tolbert Fanning, David Lipscomb and others 
moved toward restoration.  Sought “the perfect pattern.”

Dominant influences in the movement:

The Colleges (Bethany College, David Lipscomb College, Harding, ACU, etc.)

The Periodicals  (editor/bishops)  (The Millennial Harbinger, The American Christian 
Review, The Gospel Advocate, Firm Foundation, etc.)

These were forces for unity and for division

Causes of disunity:

Evangelism and inter-church organization (the Missionary Society) (are para-church organizations OK?)      (p 254 SCMovement)

The Civil War: pacifism, slavery, etc. (The Missionary Society supported the North)

The “instrument.”  Moses Lard: No preacher should enter a church where an organ stands.

 Daniel Sommer and David Lipscomb.  “Fathers” of the CoC.  Two fathers with a very different nature.

 1906 US Census acknowledged two separate groups:  The Church of Christ and 
the Christian Church/Disciples of Christ.

Northern churches allowed for organization, more liberal.  Became the Christian  Church and 
the Disciples of Christ

Southern churches fiercely independent, became Church of Christ

 SC Movement:   p 573,574

No sense of history (very different from Campbell!!)

Church government based on elders and ministers or evangelists

David Lipscomb (1831-1917)      “Father” of the Church of Christ

Founder of Lipscomb University    Editor of the Gospel Advocate 1866-1917

Very strong dependence on the Bible.   Doctrinally oriented.  Watch your life and your doc
trine.

Became legalistically oriented.  Split over very minor issues  (one cup, instruments in churches, 
etc)  No issue too small to divide over.     (scientific hermeneutics and restorationist 
philosophy)

Daniel Sommer   Watchdog for the brotherhood.

Daniel Sommer was a militant who left a legacy of legalistic wrangling and 
divided congregations.

Following his lengthy sermon, during which he blasted the "liberals" for their 
many "sins," a prepared document was read to the assembled crowd by elder Peter 
Warren. This powerful document, whose chief author was Sommer himself, is known 
as the Address and Declaration. It is an obvious play on the "Declaration and Address" 
which was authored and published in 1809 by Thomas Campbell and was a platform, 
contained in thirteen propositions, for unity among all believers. Sommer's 
"Sand Creek Manifesto," however, was just the opposite. It was a call for d
ivision. Larry Miles, in his study of Sommer's life, noted that this day "will go down 
in our history as a day when the lines of demarcation were drawn." Dr. Leroy 
Garrett seems to agree -- "The date was Sunday, August 18, 1889, and while it is 
risky to attempt to pinpoint the origin of any church, this would be a suitable 
date for the beginning of the Churches of Christ" (The Stone-Campbell Movement, p. 392). 
Sommer was determined to lead the faithful away from the larger body of Disciples 
of Christ, and he came to refer to those loyal to his own plea as the "Churc
h of Christ," whereas all others were the "So-called Christian Church." He was 
condemned for this in the Christian Standard -- "Daniel Sommer is trying to get control 
of some of our congregations, and form a distinct religious body. He would thus 
start a new sect. Its bond and union would be its opposition to certain methods 
of Christian work done by us." Thus, Sommer's followers came to be referred to as 
"anti brethren," since they were opposed to so many things. Sommer also frequently 
insisted that his people were the "only Church of Christ in town." With extremism 
always comes exclusivism. 

The matter effectively was brought to a head by one statement in particular 
on this occasion. Sommer declared, "In closing up this address and declaration, 
we state that we are impelled from a sense of duty to say, that all such innovations 
and corruptions to which we have referred, that after being admonished, and having had 
sufficient time for reflection, if they do not turn away from such abominations, that we can 
not and will not regard them as brethren." The words had been uttered! "For the first 
time in its history a substantial segment of the Stone-Campbell Movement made 
a test of fellowship and a bond of union over issues that had generally been 
considered matters of opinion" (Dr. Leroy Garrett, The Stone-Campbell Movement, p. 392).
Daniel Sommer was devoted to division, and on May 24, 1892, wrote in his Octog
raphic Review, "The Sand Creek Declaration is being adopted, and those who will not 
do right are purged out as old leaven. In course of a few years the Church 
of Christ will be entirely separated from the Christian Church. Then there will 
be no more fellowship between them as there now is between the Church of Ch
rist and any other branch of sectarianism. Hallelujah." In other words, Praise God
for this division of His people!! 

20th Century controversies:

One cup, Sunday School, ?anti? churches

Premillennialism

For the Christian Church/Disciples of Christ; The Ecumenical Movement.  Open Membership.

UCMS (United Christian Missionary Society) vs. NACC (North American Christian Convention)

Two denominations by about 1950

Church of Christ:  Conservative

Christian Church:  Moderate

Disciples of Christ:  Liberal

Lessons to be learned:

Unity is extremely difficult to maintain without strong hierarchical structure.

Separating essential matters from the non-essential is harder than we think.

 A movement without a strong hierarchical structure needs instruments to maintain unity.

Careful thinking about theology, church structure and history are required for long term growth and unity.

It is extremely difficult to avoid overreacting to groups with whom we disagree.

The Restoration Movement.          Let us restore rather than reform!!!
Our Movement.

1969 Chuck Lucas campus Minister at Crossroads Church of Christ in Gainesville Fla.  Soul talks, Strong emphasis on commitment, purity in dating, evangelism.

         Converted Kip McKean, Tom Brown, Sam Laing, etc….  By late 1970’s  sent out dozens of campus ministers across Churches of Christ in US.  Became
         known as the Crossroads Movement.    Persecuted because schismatic.  Would not “fellowship” other campus groups.

Problem:   Existing Churches of Christ almost inevitably split over commitment/discipleship.
Kip McKean  Disciple-only churches.Boston, 1979.  “Where the Bible speaks, we are silent, where the Bible is silent we speak.”  Far less legalistic than CoC

        Reconstruct Crossroads ministries. Rebaptise CoC’ers   Extremely schismatic.      Great world vision.     Highly authoritarian leadership style.
Church of Christ:   converted people to baptism               ICOC:  converted people to discipleship.     .Amazing world-wide growth and impact.

Problems with leadership style and most especially with highly centralized, autocratic leadership style.

Such strong emphasis on the basics, failed to encourage deep biblical study by every member (like the Church of Christ)

Proposal:   Convert people to Jesus Christ (without losing emphasis on Lordship or teaching on how to be saved)
Proposal:   Let us continue to be a world-wide movement, but financial and otherwise commitment is a local decision by a leadership based on elders and evangelists.  Voluntary para-church associations.

Move from a group vision to mixture of group and individual sense of mission.  Move away from schismatic attitude.  Attitude of reformation vs restoration.
History of Pentecostalism:

Grew out of the Holiness Revival Movement in the 1890s.  For example Moody, Spurgeon and so forth.  Holiness leaders such as Charles Cullis, John Alexander Dowie, and Albert B. Simpson established healing missions across the U.S. They, like other holiness advocates, believed a new, miraculous era of the spirit was coming which would end in the second coming of Christ.

Early pioneers:   Charles Parham.  Topeka Bible School, January, 1901.  Students spoke in tongues. Moved to Houston.  Trained William Seymour.

According to many, the Pentecostal movement began April 9, 1906 in Asuza, California, under leadership of William Seymour.

Interracial, No order of service.  Entirely spontaneous.  People share a word of prophecy, a tongue, fall in the Spirit, etc.

Broke out in tongues.  Extremely emotional.  Spread like wildfire.

Initially, believers thought that learning foreign languages by Christians would no longer be necessary.  This did not turn out to be true.

Most early groups were Methodist/Wesleyan.   This led to the Reformed Pentacostal group of churches as a reaction.

1914  All-white group of ministers formed the Assemblies of God as Reformed Pentecostal.

1913 Jesus’ name baptism only.  Rejected trinitarianism.  HS baptism essential for salvation.  (modalism)

Pentecostal Churches:

Church of God, Church of God in Christ, Pentecostal Holiness Church (Wesleyan, Methodistic)

Assemblies of God,  International Church of the Four Square Gospel (Reformed, Baptistic) 

United Pentecostal Church International, Assemblies of the World (Oneness, modalistic, deny the trinity)

Many more:  Apostolic Faith Church, Faith Tabernacle, Word of Faith,  Kingdom Now, etc….

1998  11,000 Pentecostal denominations.   Today, about 200 million worldwide, especially in the Third World.

AOG 1998  57 million.

What do all these groups share in common?

Experiential/emotional Christianity.

Eschatological focus.  Discussion of end times is a MAJOR part of their preaching and teaching.

Emphasis:   Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Whether this is a requirement for salvation (it is for some, and not for others) it is the thing they talk about the most.

“Fundamentalists.”    (young earth creationists, very literal interpretation of the Bible, inerrancy of the Bible, tend to have very conservative rules of clothing, drinking, etc.)

Pentacostalism  ≠  Charismatic.    Charismatic is a broader term, applying to those who believe in modern miraculous gifts in general, including those in the denominations..

1960s and 70s, many in Protestantism and Catholicism began to accept Holy Spirit gifts as normative, but did not leave their denominations.  Together with the Pentacostals, they form what is known as the Charismatic Movement.

As many as 400 million   (¼ of all Christians)

