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Author & Background
Date: 520 BC, Haggai means “Festival” or 
celebrate. 

Exiles returned to Jerusalem to rebuild God’s 
Temple in 538 BC.

The people built their own houses instead of the 
temple.
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Haggai Outline
Haggai 1:1-15 Priority – Build God’s 
House!

Haggai 2:1-19 Purity – God’s House 
Necessary 

Haggai 2:20-23 Promise – I Will Be 
With You! 
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Haggai’s Prophecy  

Haggai 1:1“In the second year of King Darius, on 
the first day of the sixth month, the word of the 
Lord came through the prophet Haggai to 
Zerubbabal son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and to Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest:”  
Word of God came to the prophet, Haggai.  He 
shared God’s word with the leadership team of 
Zerubbabal the governor of Judah and Joshua the 
high priest. 





God’s Concern 

(Vs. 2) – “These people say, ‘The time has not 
yet come for the Lord’s house to be built.’” 
God is always concerned when we do not 
seek first his Kingdom. (Matthew 6:33) 
Idolatry can be very subtle.  Satan draws our 
hearts and minds to earthly concerns before 
heavenly devotion.





Haggai’s Question

(Vs. 3-4) “Then the word of the Lord came 
through the prophet Haggai: Is it a time for 
you yourselves to be living in your paneled 
houses, while this house remains in ruin?”
God wanted the people to redirect their 
priorities and the use of their resources. The 
building up of the body of Christ should be a 
priority in our lives. God does not want our 
leftovers. 





God’s Blessing

(Vs. 5-6) “Give careful thought to your ways.”
Think about how hard life is without God’s 
blessing.  “You plant much but harvest little, you 
eat but never have enough, drink but are not 
filled, wear clothes but are not warm.  You earn 
wages but never get caught up.” Haggai is 
making them think whether God is blessing their 
lives. Obedience brings blessings!





God’s Discipline

(Vs. 7-11) “This is what the Lord Almighty says: "Give 
careful thought to your ways. Go up into the mountains 
and bring down timber and build my house, so that I 
may take pleasure in it and be honored, " says the Lord. 
"You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. 
What you brought home, I blew away. Why?" declares 
the Lord Almighty. "Because of my house, which remains 
a ruin, while each of you is busy with your own house.” 



God’s Discipline

(Vs. 7-11) “Therefore, because of you the heavens have 
withheld their dew and the earth its crops. I called for a 
drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, 
the new wine, the olive oil and everything else the 
ground produces, on people and livestock, and on all 
the labor of your hands.” God wants his house built.  He 
withheld his blessing because the people were building 
their own houses and neglecting the house of the Lord.”





Stirring Up the People

(Vs. 12-15) “Then Zerubbabal son of Shealtiel, Joshua 
son of Jozadak, the high priest, and the whole remnant 
of the people obeyed the voice of the Lord their God 
and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the 
Lord their God had sent him. And the people feared the 
Lord. Then Haggai, the Lord's messenger, gave this 
message of the Lord to the people: "I am with you," 
declares the Lord.”



Stirring Up the People

(Vs. 12-15) “So the Lord stirred up the spirit of 
Zerubbabal son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the 
spirit of Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and the 
spirit of the whole remnant of the people. They came 
and began to work on the house of the Lord Almighty, 
their God, on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month. 
In the second year of King Darius.”





Reverence & Response  
Stirred up Spirit and all began to Work!
The whole remnant obeyed the voice of the Lord. 
(Haggai was the voice of the Lord.)  The reason for 
obedience – “And the people feared the Lord.” The 
people knew they needed God.  They acknowledged 
the Lord and his power.  The people worship in awe, 
humility and wonder.
God’s Response to the obedience:  “I am with you!” Is 
God with uncommitted people?  God is definitely 
with a focused, obedient remnant.





Glorious House  

(Vs. 2:4) God’s word to the leaders and the 
remnant – “’Does this house seem as glorious as 
the temple of Solomon?”’ No!   But be strong and 
work! I am with you!”
(Vs. 6-9) You build the house and I will fill it says 
the Lord. “The glory of this present house will be 
greater than the glory of the former house and in 
this place I will grant peace.” (Vs. 9)





Pure Offerings  

(Vs. 14) The offerings of the people were defiled 
without the temple. The priests provided 
purification of the offerings. 
(Vs. 15-19) Before the foundation of the temple had 
been laid the people and the land had not been 
blessed by God.
(Vs. 19b) Because of the purification available 
through the temple, God promised blessing, “From 
this day on I will bless you.”



Place to Purify
The house of the Lord provided the opportunity 
for the people to offer sacrifices for purification.  
The temple needed to be built so the people 
could be purified through worship and 
sacrifices.

Church is to purify God’s people.  Church is the 
place to be cleansed so God can bless our lives.  
We come to church to offer sacrifices and 
worship through the Lord’s Supper for 





Sacred Space

Presence of God in the house of God. God 
gathers where his people gather. Sacred Space is 
the only place God will visit the earth. We need to 
develop a sacred place where we meet God for 
worship. The church becomes sacred space as we 
purify ourselves through the Lord’s Supper and 
offer our gifts to God. God is where his Spirit 
dwells which is in within every Christian. “Where 
two or three gather in his name he will be 
present.” Matthew 18:20 God comes to church 
where we meet if we are in the Spirit. 





Destiny Promised

(Vs. 20-23) Promise to Zerubbabal to be victorious 
as God’s chosen instrument and “signet ring”; 
stamp of approval.  The signet ring carried the 
authority of the owner.  God conveys his power 
and authority upon his leaders to fulfill his 
purpose.  Zerubbabal was successful in rebuilding 
the temple.  Zerubbabal was in the lineage of 
Jesus.  (Matthew 1:13)  Zerubbabel’s life effected 
future generations! 



Build the Church!
God is with us as we cleanse people of their sin.  A 
focus of our ministry must be confession and prayer.
Provide opportunities for cleansing of the soul from 
guilt of sin.  Church is the safe place to come and 
confess, repent and pray for cleansing.  Boast in our 
weaknesses not our strengths!
Practically we need to invest in building the church 
spiritually and practically as though we were 
investing in our own home.  



Lesson from Haggai

God Wants a House If We Have a House

A Purse With Holes Holds Nothing

Sacred Space Purifies God’s People

If We Build It They Will Come

Future Glory Greater Than Former

There Is No Place Like Home

Home Building Is God’s Specialty


