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Author & Background

*Nahum was a prophet from Elkosh for Judah to
the Assyrian capital of Nineveh around 660 BC,
100 years after Jonah.

*Nahum'’'s name means “comfort or consolation.”

-~ xThe book of Nahum is about THEODICY- the

. This book is
about judgment. Judgment always includes
eqgual weights of punishment and pardon,
vengeance and grace, patience and power,
anger and kindness.
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Ninevah Judged

The Book of Nahum
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Author & Background

*The are
weighed upon the scale of justice and sent in
one direction or the other by truth. God is both
vengeful and merciful depending on

. The scales of justice are tipped by

truth.

. *@God had relented from punishing Ninevah due
to their repentance from Jonah’s preaching but
Now his patience has expired. God does not
appreciate apostasy or mocking his mercy. God
IS Justl!
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_ 12 Prophets

D Contemporary Prophets

oz

l Other Contemporaries

*Kings who ruled more than two years

Timeline of the minor prophets

Fall of Babylon S39BCE

Return of exiles 537 BCE
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Key Verses
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i “The Lord Is slow to anger and great in power;
 the Lord will not leave the guilty unpunished.”

| 1 am against you, declares the Lord

| Almighty. | will burn up your chariots in smoke,

| and the sword will devour your young lions. [ will
o /eave you no prey on the earth. The voices of your
" messengers will no longer be heard.”

| ‘Nothing can heal your wound your injury Is

W /atal. Everyone who hears the news about you
 claps their hands at your fall, for who has not felt
i your cruely.”
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Key Verses

Nahum 3:19 “Nothing can heal your wound;
Yyour Infury Is fatal. Everyone who hears the
news about you claps their hands at your fall,
= for who has not felt your endless cruelty.”
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Nahum Outline

*Nahum 1:1-15 Destruction Decided —
Consolation — Merciful — God Is Patient

=Nahum Z:1-13 Destruction Described —
Zealous — Faithful — God is Powerful

w*Nahum 3:1-15 Destruction Deserved —
Vengeance - Justice — God is Pure
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Nahum Outline

s“Nahum 1:1-15 DESTRUCTION OF NINEVEH
DECREED

*Nahum 2:1-13 DESTRUCTION OF NINEVEH
DESCRIBED

w*Nahum 3:1-15 DESTRUCTION OF NINEVEH
DESERVED
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Jonah
The Mercy of God
760 BC
Repentance of Nineveh
Emphasis on the Prophet
Disobedient Prophet
Obedient Nineveh

Deliverance from Water

Nahum
The Judgment of God
660 BC
Callous Cruelty of Nineveh
Emphasis on the Prophecy
Obedient Prophet
Disobedient Nineveh

Destruction by Water
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‘ i Oracle #1 — Punishment, Judgment
I
|

& Nahum1:1 Oracle/Sermon to Nineveh from
 the prophet Nahum for Elkosh outside of
' Jerusalem. Elkosh was on the northern border

| towns invaded by the Assyrians. Nahum
) probably had relatives that had suffered for
& generations at the hands of the invading

& marauders from Assyria.
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Oracle — Destruction Decided

Nahum 1:2 “7The Lord is a jealous and avenging God, the

Lord takes vengeance and Is filled with wrath. The Lord

takes vengeance on his foes and maintains his wrath

against his enemijes.”God is

| Therefore, he can be both punishing/just and

| pardoning/gracious. Since God is pure, he must exercise

| justice, fairness, and judgment. Judgment includes both

| vengeance/punishment and kindness/pardon. God’s

| faithful/promises/truth are the scales of justice and our guilt
| or innocerce tip the scales one direction or other.






God Is Patient

“The Lord Is slow to anger and great in
power, the Lord will not leave the guility unpunished.
His way Is in the whirlwind and the storm, and clouds
are the aust of his feet. “God is (slow to anger) in
& his judgment to allow repentance. God's patience is a
| display of his kindness and mercy. Nineveh and more
than 100 years to repent. God is not quick to punish due
to his faithfulness and mercy. God is passionate about
justice and righteousness. God’s heart burns for what is
holy, just, fair, and honest. His wrath is incurred against
those who continue to reject his voice and authority.



God Is Patient

“Who can withstand his
Indignation? Who can endure his fierce
anger? His wrath Is poured out like fire; the

| passionate about justice & righteousness.

' Being jealous & zealous are both passions

| driven by conviction and indignation. God'’s
heart burns for what is
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Flood of Ninevah
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o

o “The Lord Is good, a refuge in times of

B [rouble. He cares for those who trust him, but with an

i E overwhelming flood he will make an end of Nineveh, he
W il pursue his foes into darkness.”God does not allow

& evil to prevail but opposes wickedness. We
- must never forget that God is good, holy, pure, fair and
| faithful. We can count on his promises and hold to his
& word as truth always. The measuring scales will always

i be true in our relationship with God. His wrath is

1 incurred against those who continue to reject his voice
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Justice

Nahum 1:12 “This is what the Lord says, Although

| they have allies and are numerous, they will be cut
| off and pass away. Although | have afflicted you,
O Judah, | will affiict you no more. Now [ will

B Oreak their yoke from your neck and tear your

' shackles away.”Nahum comforts and console

' Judah with the good news that the justice of God

| Is revealed against Nineveh. God’s people will no

' longer have to fear their enemies.
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Good News

‘Look, there on the mountains, the feet of
one who brings good news, who proclaims peace/
Celebrate your festivals, O Judah, and fulfill your vows.
No more will the wicked invade you; they will be

God to bring about justice. It may seem like the
righteous suffer unfairly at the hands of the wicked, but
L vengeance is mine says the Lord. This is an echo
| scripture of Isaiah 52:7 and Romans 10:15 referencing
those who bring good news. Justice is always good
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FProphecy

“The niver gates are thrown open and the

| palace collapses. “The city of Nineveh was considered

| Impregnable with walls and wide enough

& walls were huge towers an additional

.| the tops of the walls. Surrounded by a moat

. and . The Tigris River overflowed its
L i banks and the flood destroyed part of Nineveh's wall.

| The Babylonians invaded through this breach in the
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Detalled Prophecy

Nahum’s prophetic details regarding the
destruction of Nineveh was very specific including
the following: Nineveh destroyed by flood
and fire , Destroying of

Nineveh's idols , the city not to be rebuilt

, leaders would flee , and
' | destruction of the gates . ) ‘Nineveh is
| /Ike a pool and its water Is draining away.”\Water
' destroyed Ninevenh.
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Judgment

' Nahum 2:10 “She (Nineveh) Is piflaged, plundered,
 and stripped! Hearts melt knees give way, bodles
' tremble, every face grows pale.”

' Nahum 2:13 “Tam against you, declares the Lord
8 Almighty. [ will burn up your chariots in simoke
 and the sword will devour your young lions. [ will

| leave you no prey on the earth. The voices of your
- messengers will no longer be heard.” God

' promises to be with the righteous but against the
rebellious!
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Consequences

|
|
&
. “Woe to the city of blood, full of lies, full of
| plunder, never without victims!/”Nahum describes the
|
|
|

reasons for God’s judgment on Nineveh in chapter
| three. What goes around comes back around. The

~ | the Assyrians had destroyed Egypt so would God
| destroy Nineveh. The city was destroyed while the

| soldiers were having an orgy. Nahum’s prophecy was
| set as God had made his final judgment on Ninevenh.
| God is patient but his vengeance is unleashed when
| rebellion continues, and we repent of our repentance.
i The warning is to not go back on your vows to God.

|
|
|
|
|
|
l
|
|
|
|
|
|
:_
8 measure you use to judge will be measured to you! As
&
|
|
|
|
l
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|



Conseqguences

Nahum 3:5 “Tam against you! Declares the Lord
Almighty. | will l[ift up your skirts over your face. /
willl show the nations your nakedness and the
kingdoms your shame. | will pelt you with filth, /
wWilll treat you with contempt and make you a
spectacle.” The consequence of Nineveh's sin
was significant. God brought shame upon the
country for the pillaging of the countries Assyria
had conquered.
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Vengeance

|
|
|
E ‘Are you better than Thebes, situated on
| the Nile with water around her? The river was her
| defense and the waters her wall.” As the Assyrians had
| destroyed Egypt so would God destroy Nineveh.
| ‘Look at your troops- they are all women!”
| The city was destroyed while the soldiers were having
' an orgy. “Nothing can heal your wound
i Yyour Infury Is fatal. Everyone who hears the news about
| you ,claps their hands at your fall, for who has not felt
| your endless cruelty.”God is patient but his vengeance

| Is unleashed when rebellion continues. The warning is
1 to not go back on your vows to God.



Theodicy Lessons

1. God is patient and long-suffering with us.
2. God judges the nations more slowly than people.

. God judges everyone according to
righteousness.

+. God intervenes to judge nations with mighty acts.

5. God expects fairness and justice in all
relationships.

.. God judges according to how we treat others.

7. God Is slow to judge but also mighty in
vengeance.
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