Hosea Ch 1-3 A God of Unrelenting Love
Hosea the name comes from the same root as Joshua and Jesus.  It means salvation/deliverance.  

Hosea is a prophet to the Northern Kingdom/Samaria/Israel around 740 BC-710 BC Hosea 1:1 “During the reign of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah of Judah.

He is a contemporary of Amos, Isaiah and Micah.  Like Amos, he speaks to Israel, not Judah.

The situation:  Israel, due to its depravity and worship of Baal is in terrible shape.  The chief sin of Amos is social injustice.  The rich abusing the poor.
The chief sin in Hosea is idolatry.

Hos 4:1-3  The people of God are guilty of breaking hesed, which is covenant loyalty. Covenant love.  Family love.   v. 1 There is no faithfulness, no love   In Hebrew that is one word hesed.  Holman Christian Standard a better translation.  There is no faithful love.

Sounds a lot like Romans 3:10-18  This is us outside of Christ.
Theme:  Our unfaithfulness to God and God’s faithful love and grace for us.  God wants a relationship with us very badly!!!  
In Hosea God uses two very powerful metaphors for his relationship with us.  The first—today’s sermon—is God as the husband of Israel/us as an unfaithful wife.

The second—next week’s sermon—is God as a loving and affectionate parent and us as the child recipient of that love.

Hosea 1:2-3

Hosea’s life is a symbol.     Hosea and Gomer is a symbol of God and Israel.

It is also a symbol of God and each of us, individually.

How would you like to be a prophet of God if his plan is to use your life as a negative symbol of his relationship with us.

v. 2 Go and marry an adulterous wife and even accept children the result of her adultery.  Hosea marries Gomer.

Why did God ask Hosea to do this?

As a graphic, in-your-face symbol of God’s relationship with his people Israel.

Would you marry someone you knew would be unfaithful to you?  God did that.  God married an Israel, knowing that she would be an adulteress.  Why?  Well, let’s see.
Hosea 1:4-9  Gomer bears Hosea a son named Jezreel = the place where the final battle occurred which destroyed Samaria/Israel.

v. 4-5 Jezreel = vengeance   (it also means God plants. See 2:22)
It would be like one of us naming our child Little Big Horn or Titanic.

God’s relationship with Israel gave birth to vengeance which was played out in 733 BC when Assyria defeated the Northern Kingdom at a battle at Jezreel and many Israelites were carried off into captivity.
Hosea 1:6-7  Gomer conceived again (but not by Hosea?) a daughter, Lo Ruhamah

Lo Ruhamah = not loved, no compassion.   There is no more forgiveness!!  What a name!    Hosea was obedient!

God is saying to Israel (and to us if we do not repent) No mercy!  God’s vengeance is as real as his love and compassion.

Outside of Christ there was Lo-Ruhamah.

How did Hosea feel about being asked to give his daughter this name?

Hosea 1:8-9  A son  Lo-Ammi  = Not my people.
Note: unlike Jezreel, who was Hosea’s actual son, Lo-Ammi is not called Hosea’s son.  He was most likely literally not Hosea’s “people.”

To God’s people, unfaithful in their idolatry, God declares you are no longer my people.
We, too, at one time (and even now?) were not God’s people.  We were spiritual orphans.

1 Peter 2:10  Once we had not received mercy (Lo-Ruhaman) and once we were not a people (Lo-Ammi)

Hosea 1:10-2:1   A kingdom/messianic prophecy. 
Because of his unfailing love, all of this can be turned around.  You can be my people again.
1:10 God has not abandoned his covenant with Abraham.  “like the sand on the seashore.”    A quote of Genesis 22:17.

Going back, not to the covenant with Moses, but the covenant with Abraham, which is a covenant of faith.  

This kingdom prophecy is about the restoration of Judah from Babylon, but primarily it is about the church.

“Lo-Ammi” will become children of God.

1:11 Judah and Samaria will come back together.  Gentiles and Jews will come together in one church and one leader—the Messiah.  Enemies will be brothers and sisters in God’s kingdom.
The “single ruler” is Jesus Christ.

Jezreel has two meanings: Now Jezreel means “God plants.”

Hosea 2:1 Of your brothers: my people!   Of your sisters: compassion!  What a wonderful picture of the grace of God!!!

But…  Hosea 2:2-13  Judgment for unfaithfulness.   Us before we were saved.  Especially v. 5-8.
Hosea 2:2 Hosea is talking (figuratively) to his children.  Talk to your mother!   v. 5 She has been unfaithful to me so she is no longer my wife.

What was our situation before God came to offer us salvation?
This was Israel.  This was us.  Completely ungrateful.  Completely unfaithful.

v. 5  What are some “lovers” we/you have chased after?  Comfort, praise of people, success,…
Our pimps in the world say to us, I have you covered. v. 5 Food, shelter, clothes.

But like Jesus says, the thief comes only to steal, to kill and to destroy (John 10:10)

v. 7 Chasing after love in all the wrong places. She will look for a sense of satisfaction, but will end up empty.  Can you relate?
v. 9-12  I will take away from her the things she values.  Grain, wine, wool, celebrations, festivals, fig trees….

v. 13  I will punish her for her adultery (and went after her lovers).  Not because I hate her, but because I love her. 

Hosea 2:14-23   God looks at his unfaithful people who have sold themselves as harlots, and all he can think of is how to get them back.   Amazing!!! God’s love is irrational; it is unquenchable; it is unfathomable.

v. 14  God is trying to woo us back to him.  God is dressing himself up for a prostitute.   How foolish God seems here!!!

This is God’s unquenchable love.   Unconditional love?  not so sure.

Reminds me of Romans 5:8  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Hosea 2:15  I will make the valley of Achor (Heb: trouble) a door of hope.

God will allow you to go through trouble and disaster in the hope that you will be driven back to him.  He will do whatever he can, short of forcing you.

How does this make you feel?

Hos 1:16  No matter how unfaithful you have been to me, I still want to be married to you.

Hosea 1:17   But it is not unconditional love.  Relentless, faithful, but not unconditional.  You will have to give up your idols.

1:18  I will make a [new] covenant with my people

1:19  I will betroth you forever… in righteousness, love and compassion. (love in Hebrew: hesed covenant love) 

(compassion is ruhamah)

Betroth 3 times!
What is the dowry that God gives and received? Hesed!  v. 20 faithfulness.

1:20  And you will acknowledge (know) the Lord reminds of Jeremiah 31:34 “Because they all will know me, from the least of them to the greatest.”
v. 22 Parched land will become Jezreel (God plants)
v. 23  Lo-Ruhamah will become Ruhamah

          Lo-Ammi will become Ammi    I will bring the prostitute back into an intimate relationship with me.

This prophecy is quoted in Romans 9:25 and applied to Gentiles.  Not my people become the people of God.  Not loved will be called my loved one.  This is for you too!  

And that is exactly what God had Hosea do to make the point!

Hosea 3:1-5   As with God, so with Hosea.  Hosea 3 is one of the most encouraging passages in the entire Bible!!!!
v. 1  Go, show your love to your wife again (despite the fact that she has been throwing herself sexually at anyone who will respond and currently has a boyfriend).  Love her like I love Israel.
v. 2  Hosea bought her back.  (as did God) for 6 oz. of silver and ten bushels of barley.   (approx. 30 sheckels, the price of a slave in Exodus 21:32)
Might this be the price of buying her from her pimp?

Christ bought us back at a much bigger price!

What a shocking scene:  Hosea goes to the pimp and offers to buy Gomer back.  That is unfailing love.  That is heroic love. That is unrelenting love.

Hosea now understands the nature of God’s love.

According to this passage, what is God’s love for us like?

What would God NOT do to get us back?

v. 3 But you must stop your prostitution/idolatry!    (Not unconditional)
Hosea 3:5  A messianic prophecy.  In the last days (Heb 1:2, Acts 2:16-17).  He is not talking about some future thing.  He is talking about right now.
Post Script:  Passages to think about before next week:

Hosea 8:7   Us outside of Christ.  You sowed the wind and you reaped the whirlwind.

Hosea 6:6  For I desire mercy (hesed), not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings.

