Reconnect I: Reconnect With God
It has been a strange year, but here we are—crawling out of our caves.  We forgot what it was like to connect with people.  We are craving physical touch.  We are craving a sense of community.  We are dealing with trauma.

Those of us who have not had tragic loss—no death, no job loss, no eviction are also traumatized, but we feel guilty feeling the trauma.

We got disconnected.

But there is one connection that we should have been able to maintain during this time, right?  At the least, we should have maintained our connection with God.
Yet, in our disconnected world, we connected more with video games, we binge-watched cable TV shows, with books and hobbies than with God.

That’s what I did!

So guess who else we got disconnected from!
As we grow distant from God, we grow distant from each other, but it also works the other way around.

We became isolated.

But guess what!  I have good news. God worked this out perfectly.  10 days after Gavin Newsome said we can, here we are!!!

Let’s not pretend the last 15 months did not happen.  Let’s definitely not wallow in guilt if we became disconnected, but let us get to work here this weekend.

I have chosen Hosea for the text of my lesson on connection.
In Hosea God uses two very powerful metaphors for his relationship with us.  The first is God as the faithful husband and Israel/us as an unfaithful wife.

The second is God as a loving and affectionate parent and us as the child recipient of that love.

Hosea 1:2  Go and marry an adulterous wife and even accept children the result of her adultery.  Hosea marries Gomer.

Hosea’s life a symbol.     Hosea is God  Gomer is Israel/us.
Why would anyone marry, knowing the spouse would be unfaithful?  That’s the point.  That is exactly what God did to us.

Hosea 1:4-9  Gomer bears Hosea a son named Jezreel = vengeance.  Israel’s sin is bring on vengeance from God.
Then Gomer conceived again (but not by Hosea?) a daughter, Lo Ruhamah

Lo Ruhamah = not loved, no compassion.  Not connected!!!  Outside of Christ this was us.
Gomer had a second son  Lo-Ammi  = Not my people.
We, too, at one time were not God’s people.  We were spiritual orphans.  We were totally disconnected.
Hosea 2:2 Hosea is talking (figuratively) to his children.  Rebuke your mother!   v. 5 She has been unfaithful to me so she is no longer my wife.

This was Israel.  This was us.  Completely ungrateful.  Completely unfaithful.  We had gone after all kinds of lovers.  But our lovers disappointed us.  The thief comes to steal, kill and destroy.
v. 9-12  I will take away from her the things she values.  Grain, wine, wool, celebrations, festivals, fig trees….

v. 13  I will punish her for her adultery.  Not because I hate her, but because I love her. 

v. 14  God is trying to woo us back to him.  God is dressing himself up to win back a prostitute.   How foolish!!!  God’s unrelenting love does appear foolish.
If she will come back,   v. 22 Parched land will become Jezreel (God plants)
v. 23  Lo-Ruhamah will become Ruhamah

          Lo-Ammi will become Ammi  

Hosea 3:1-5   As with God, so with Hosea.  
v. 1  Go, show your love to your wife again.  Love her like I love Israel.
v. 2  Hosea bought her back from her pimp.  (as did God) for 6 oz. of silver and ten bushels of barley.   (approx. 30 sheckels, the price of a slave in Exodus 21:32)
Christ bought us back at a much bigger price!

v. 3 Hosea takes Gomer back.  But must stop her sinfulness and be faithful to Hosea   (Not unconditional)
Hosea 11:1-12:6  God: A Parent’s love for his/her child
Hosea 11:1-4

The metaphor here is of a father and his child, and we are the child.

11:1 When we were helpless children, God called us out of Egypt.

God is calling to mind the Jews’ deeply held history.  For us it is like 20 years from now:  Remember 2020 and Covid-19?  Oh yeah.  For people as old as me: Remember when Kennedy was shot?  Remember when the World Trade Center came down?  Remember when the Challenger blew up?
They had been slaves in Egypt.  They were not a people.  They had not received mercy.  They could not worship God.

But God loved them as a parent loves a child.

[Ezekiel 16:1-11  Israel like a helpless girl child.]
God called us as a parent calls his/her loved child to their breast.  He wants a connection with us.  He called them out and made a covenant based on hesed.  This called for faithful covenant-love from God’s people.  This hesed makes a family—it makes a connection.
Matthew quotes “Out of Egypt I called my son” Matthew 2:14-15 not as a prophecy but as a prophetic pattern.  
Jesus is the second Moses who calls us out of spiritual slavery.

Out of Egypt God called Joseph (Joshua 24:32).  Joseph was taken as a slave in Egypt, but when he died, he asked that his body be taken out of Egypt to be buried as Shechem.

Out of Egypt God called Moses who, though he lived in the palace of Pharaoh, left the palace to live among the slaves, and God called him out of Egypt so that he could save Israel.

Out of Egypt God called Israel because as slaves they could not worship God. So God used Moses as a savior so God’s people could connect with him in the desert—could Tabernacle with him.
Out of Egypt God called the second Moses, Jesus.

Notice: Out of Egypt I called my Son.  The Son of God
But also, God is called/is calling you out of Egypt and slavery to sin!!

11:2 NIV  But the more they were called [by God] the more they went away from me.

This is not the sense of the Hebrew.  

It is  “they [Israel] called to them [Egypt], that is how they [Israel] went from them [Egypt].”

In other words, even as God called them out of Egypt, they were already looking back at Egypt!

That is us.  We walked away from the connection God is calling us to.

Have you been looking back to Egypt? Even after, as a parent, God called you out of slavery to sin, Have you had one eye on God and one eye on the things of the world?  Are you a double-minded person?

This hurts God a lot when we look at sin that enslaves rather than at God who saves.

11:2 They sacrificed to the Baals.  A reference to the golden calf?

Are you still looking to idols?  A great career?  A relationship? Your garden, your hobby, nature-time, leisure, whatever?

11:3 Parent imagery.  I taught Ephraim/Israel/us how to walk, spiritually.

A beautiful picture of God’s love for you and me.  Get the picture!
But we did not even notice!

11:4  He led us with cords of human-like kindness.

                            With “ties” of love.

11:4  He lifted us to his cheek, and bent down to feed us (manna)

This is a God who wants an intimate connection with us.

But… 

Hosea 11:5-7  Because of their idolatry, I will give them over to Egypt figuratively but Assyria literally (which indeed happened within a generation, in 722 BC).  We need to take idolatry seriously!!!

God’s parent-like love does not preclude his judgment if we rebel!

It does not mean we cannot lose our relationship with our father.

11:7  They worship God Most High and hope God will lift them on high.

No way I will exalt them if they continue to look back to Egypt/slavery/idolatry.

Hosea 11:8-11  But God loves them/us with a Father’s love.

God VERY emotional here!!!   Like a parent whose child walks away—like a daughter who shacks up with an abusive man.

v. 8  How can I treat you like Admah or Zeboiim?   These are city 3,4 after Sodom and Gomorrah.

God: My justice says that I need to totally destroy you.  That is definitely what we deserved.

But a loving God can’t carry out his wrath like this.    I just can’t do it!
v. 8 His compassion is aroused!

I can’t give you up. O Israel!

v. 9 He will not carry out his judgment on us.  Praise God!!!

v. 9  I am the Holy One of Israel.  I will do as I please.  I will not bring the destruction that your life deserves.

v. 10  No!  I will roar like a lion, and my children will come from the west.

I will call a remnant from captivity.

I will settle my people in homes.  John 14:2 In my father’s house there are many rooms.

[Hosea 11:12-12:2 Ephraim has lied.  Even Judah has been unfaithful.

12:1  They make treaties with Egypt and Assyria.  They compromise with the world and rely in the world for safety, not on me.  They had divided loyalty 
Have you made “treaties” with the world?    Let me pursue this degree, then I will commit to God.   I will take this job on Sundays.  I need the money. Surely God will understand!    I will live where there is not active church nearby.  I need to take care of my family!

12:3-5  They are like Jacob/Israel, their namesake.

v.3 He grasped his Esau’s heel and struggled against me (Gen 25:24-26)
v. 4  But Jacob changed.  He met God at Bethel.  He struggled with God and got the blessing.  (that is the meaning of Israel—he struggled with God) (Gen 32:22-32)
God:  He zealously sought me and I gave him a blessing.  Jacob started badly but ended very well.]
12:6  The end of the matter:

Return to God.

Zech 1:3  “Return to me,” declares the Almighty, “and I will return to you.”
Maintain that connection.

Maintain hesed and justice

Maintain the covenant of discipleship you made with me when you put your hand to the plow and vowed not to look back.

Always wait in the Lord who 

1. Is like a faithful husband to an unfaithful wife.

2. Called you out of Egypt like a Father to a son.

3. Whose compassion is aroused so that he will not treat you as Admah and Zeboiim.

[3. Who will respond if we zealously seek a blessing from him as did Jacob.]
God is calling you back into a relationship with Him.  He is calling you Ruhammah (loved, mercy)

He is calling you Ammi (my people)

Out of Egypt, the loving, compassionate, affectionate God is calling his son and his daughter.  Will you come today and be connected with a loving God?
Discussion:

How have you felt disconnected from God (or from people)?

What have the last 15 months been like for you?

What are you hoping to get from this retreat/conference?

