PROPHECY AND CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS
Apologetics Research Society                       

Certificate in Apologetics Program               

Instructor:  John Oakes, PhD, Professor of Chemistry Grossmont College El Cajon, CA 92124   john.oakes@gcccd.edu 

                                           COURSE DESCRIPTION

This class will introduce students to the place of prophecy in Christianity in general and, more specifically in creating faith in unbelievers.  Students will understand how fulfilled historical prophecy was used by God, along with miracles, to testify to the authority of new revelation.  Prophecies in the Old Testament fulfilled during the Old Testament and between the testaments, especially from the book of Daniel, will be shown as a wonderfully powerful evidence for inspiration of the Bible.  Messianic prophecies fulfilled by Jesus will be presented as irrefutable proof that Jesus is the Messiah of the Hebrew scripture.  One theme of this course is that the entire Old Testament is about Jesus Christ.  This will be shown through types, prefigures and foreshadows in the Old Testament which are shadows of the reality in the New Testament.
COURSE OBJECTIVES
1.  Students will understand the role prophecy in creating and sustaining faith in the 

     inspiration of the Bible.
2.  Students will be able to defend the inspiration of the Christian scriptures using specific 

     examples of messianic and other prophecies.

3.  Students will apply types, prefigures and foreshadows to explain the connection

     between the Old and the New Testament.

COURSE OULINE
1. The role of the prophet and prophecy in Christianity.

2. Prophecies of the near future in the Old and New Testaments as evidence of 

    inspiration.

3. Old Testament prophecies fulfilled in the Old Testament.

4. Old Testament prophecies fulfilled between the testaments: Daniel.

5. Messianic Prophecies.

6. Kingdom Prophecies.

7. Types, Antitypes, Foreshadows and Prefigures in the Old Testament fulfilled in the 

    New Testament.

REQUIRED AND OPTIONAL READING
Required Readings:
1. John Oakes, From Shadow to Reality, IPI Books, 2005.

2. John Oakes, Reasons for Belief, IPI Books, 2005, Ch 4,5 only
3. John Oakes, Daniel, Prophet to the Nations, IPI Books, 2008, Ch 1,7-13 only.

Note that Reasons for Belief will be used in other classes in the certificate program.
Other books will be accepted for extra credit upon approval of Dr. Oakes. 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS
1. Students will complete all required readings.  Extra credit will be given for additional 

    reading.

2. Students will complete a take-home final exam within ten days of completing the 

    course (ie viewing the DVDs).

3. Students will submit a proposal for a term paper to be written on an approved topic in 

    the general area of prophecy, types, prefigures and foreshadows and their role in

    creating faith in God and the inspiration of the Bible.  Upon acceptance of the topic, 
    students will write a 6-10 page paper on the accepted topic.  The paper should include 
    a bibliography and footnotes to all quotes form other sources.  Where appropriate, 
    primary sources should be used.

All exams, papers and requests for approval of paper topic should be sent to John Oakes at john.oakes@gcccd.edu.
                                                      COURSE GRADING
                              The final course grade will be computed as follows:

· Attendance/participation:                        15%

· Reading:                                                  10%

· Final Exam                                               25%

· Critical Interaction Paper:                      50%
                                      The Grading Scale will be as follows:

100 – 91 = A /A-                80 – 71 = C/C-                   60 -- =F

                         90   -- 81 = B/B-                 70 – 61 = D/D-
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