Hebrews 7 Melchizedek? Who is He?
Introduction:

I Audience  Jewish Christians who have been in the faith for quite a while, but are nevertheless thinking of shrinking back to a “safer” ritualistic Judaism.
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Theme:  The preeminence of Jesus Christ.
Purpose: So that we will make it faithful to the end

The word “better” 13 times in the book.

The word “perfect” 15 times 
The Greatness of Jesus:

1. Greater than all the prophets.  Hebrews 1:1-3

2. Greater than the angels.  Hebrews 1:4-14

3. Greater than Moses.  Hebrews 3:1-5

4. Greater than Joshua  Hebrews 4:1-10

5. Jesus the Great High Priest. Greater than Aaron.  Hebrews 4:14-5:10 

6. The Priesthood of Melchizedek (and therefore of Jesus)  is greater than the priesthood of Aaron Hebrews 7:1-28

7.  Jesus is greater than Abraham 7:1-9

8. The Old Covenant foreshadows the much greater New Covenant  Hebrews 8:1-13

9. The earthly Tabernacle foreshadows the much greater heavenly Tabernacle (the one where Jesus is now) Hebrews 9:1-11.
10. The sacrifice Jesus offers is greater than any of the Mosaic sacrifices. Hebrews 9:12-10:18.
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Admonitions:

Exhortation #1 Pay careful attention 2:1-4

Exhortation #2 Make every effort.  3:7-4:13

Exhortation #3 Move on to maturity 5:11-6:12

Exortation #4 Draw near to God, do not shrink back. 10:19-39

Exhortation #5 Live by faith. 11:1-40
Remember Ch 6    Dreadful warning against falling away
Incredible assurance of our salvation:  God swears and Jesus is our anchor.

CH 7  The heart of Hebrews!
Transition: Hebrews 5:7-10  All of Hebrews 6 is an aside.

Remember, Jesus was made a perfect high priest (5:9) through obeying and through suffering. 
A priest knows the language of the worshipper and of the one worshipped.

When Jesus came and suffered in ever way and was tempted in every way, he was made perfect.

5:2 He is able to “deal gently with those who are ignorant and going astray.

5:10 Jesus was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek.  

The center of the argument in Hebrews about Jesus being “greater” is about his greater priesthood.  He intercedes for us.  This is the thing he comes back to again and again.  So… We need to understand this.
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Melchizedek?  Who is he?
Melchizedek   Genesis 14:18  (context:  the battle against Kerdolaomer of Elam)

Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of the Most High God, and he blessed Abraham…. Then Abraham gave him a tenth of everything [the booty from the defeat of Kerdolaomer]

King of Salem

Brought bread and wine

Priest of Jehovah (but not a Jew)

Blessed Abraham

Abraham gave a tenth

Every one of these things has deep significance, as we will see.
Psalm 110:4   The Lord has sworn, and he will not change his mind: “You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.”  
Importantly, this is a messianic psalm. Just look at 110:1-2

This must have been a mystery to the Jews who read it (and to David who wrote it)
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Hebrews 6:20b -7:10
The Hebrew writer is trying to do two things here:

1. Establish that Jesus is of the order of Melchizedek, and the priesthood of Melchizedek is greater than that of Levi/Aaron. 
2. Establish the type/antitype relationship between Jesus and Melchizedek to illustrate the greatness of Jesus’ priesthood.
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Melchizedek is a greater priest than Levi/Aaron

1. 7:2 Abraham gave Melchizedek a tithe.

2. 7:4  “Just think how great he was: Even the partriarch Abraham gave him a tenth.

3. Melchizedek blesses Abraham  7:7 “And without doubt the lesser is blessed by the greater.”
4. 7:9 Levi, who collects the tenth, figuratively gave a tenth to Melchizedek through his father Abraham.

Conclusion: The priesthood of Melchizedek (and therefore of Jesus, see below) is superior to that of Levi and will replace it.

The point:  In history, God was prophetically declaring that a greater priesthood lay ahead.
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Type/Antitype relationships between Melchizedek and Abraham.

1. The name Melchizedek means king of righteousness. (v. 2)  Jesus is the antitype as a righteous king.  Both Jesus and Melchizedek were royal priests. Levites are not.  
Melchizedek had the NAME righteousness.  By comparison, Jesus was actually righteous.

2. The king of Salem (Heb: shalom) which means peace.  Jesus is the king of peace.

Note: righteousness always comes before peace. (Romans 5:1)
3.  “Without beginning of days or end of life” (Hebrews 7:3)   An argument from the silence of scripture.  We do not know of his parents or of his descendants.    And we do not know of his death.  He has no (known) genealogy.
Similarly, Jesus has no (human) father and no descendants.

4.  He remains a priest forever. (Hebrews 7:3, Psalm 110:4)
Jesus, like Melchizedek remains alive in that his death is not recorded.

5.  A priest, but not of the family of Levi. Priesthood not based on genealogy.  (Heb 7:3)    All Jewish priests had to prove they were descended directly from Aaron.    (Ezra 2:61-63) 
To Levitical priests, genealogy was everything.  Priesthood was an accident of birth.
To Melchizedek (and Jesus) genealogy is not important.

Hebrews 7:11-25  More parallels between Jesus and Melchizedek

6. 7:13-16 Not of the tribe of Levi.  A priest based on his righteous life, not on descent (accident).
7. The King of physical Jerusalem.    (Jesus is king of spiritual Jerusalem)

8. Gave Abraham bread and wine—a prefigure of the last supper, Lord’s Supper) (surprisingly, this is not mentioned by the Hebrew writer)
9. A priest for Gentiles and Jews.

Melchizedek is a prefigure of Jesus Christ.

	Melchizedek
	Jesus

	Name means king of righteousness
	Is a righteous king

	King of a city with the name peace
	The king of peace

	Without (known) genealogy
	Has no genealogy

	Without (known) end of days, therefore a priest forever
	A priest forever

	Physical king of physical Jerusalem
	Spiritual king of spiritual Jerusalem

	A greater priest than Levi
	Greater that Abraham and therefore Levi

	A priest for Gentiles, not Jews
	A priest for Gentiles and Jews

	A priest due to character, not descent
	A priest due to character, not descent

	Gave Abraham bread and wine
	Remembered by taking bread and wine

	
	

	
	


So far:

Melchizedek is a greater priest than Levi

Jesus is like Melchizedek but greater

Next:  Jesus is the perfect high priest for us.
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Heb 7:11-22   The Hebrew Writer’s argument:
If Melchizedek is greater than Abraham/Aaron and Jesus is of the order of Melchizedek (but is also superior to Melchizedek). A greater priesthood is foreseen in the Old Testament
Then a new priesthood calls for:

7:11  So, what was the problem? Perfection could not be obtained through the intercession of the Levitical priesthood.

Why do we need a new priesthood?

Application:  Heb 7:11  a rhetorical question.    If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood…    It could not.

Perfection here is teleiosis, perfection, wholeness, completion.
So

7:12  A new priesthood means a new covenant/law.  If a new priesthood was prefigured in Melchizedek, then a new Covenant was as well.  v. 12  a new law.   As with the priest, so with the covenant 
(which he will remind us of in Hebrews 8:7f by quoting Jeremiah)

How different will this new covenant be?  A different as Levi and Melchizedek.  ie. very different.

7:18  “The former regulation is set aside because it is weak and useless”
It was not totally useless, but it was useless for what laws are supposed to do, which is create righteousness.

(Actually, we will see in Heb 10:3 that the Law of Moses did have a use….
Also Romans 7:13)

· 7:22 God swears:  Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.(remember Hebrews 6:17-18)   Hebrews 7:21-22.

Hebrews 7:23-28   Why do we need a new priesthood?

1. Levitical priests die and must be replaced.  7:23-25

Not Jesus!  He is a priest forever v. 3, 17, 21, he is declared to be living v. 8, he has an indestructible life v. 16, he has a permanent priesthood v. 24, he is able for all time to save v. 25, he always lives, v. 25, and he is perfect forever, v. 28.
2. Levitical priests sin and must make atonement for their own sin (7:26-28)
 Sacrifice “first for his own sins” 7:27
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Why?  
Aaron, OT priests offered a sacrifice.

Jesus (offers a sacrifice, but more importantly) he IS the sacrifice.   He offered himself!
Summary: Read Hebrews 7:26-28  Our high priest Jesus meets all of our spiritual needs.

v. 28 He is a perfect high priest.   Levitical priests know the things of humans, but not of God.
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Hebrews 8   A superior covenant

Hebrews 8:1-2 A summary of Heb 7. We have an amazing high priest and he serves in a greater tabernacle.
Hebrews 8:5   They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven.   (aside: Coll 2:17 a shadow… the reality, however…)
Hupodeigma   sketch-plan, diorama  (illustration: scale model of Jerusalem)
           Illustration: the scale model of 1st century Jerusalem in the Jerusalem museum.

Skia  shadow, reflection, silhouette
           Illustration: How would you feel if someone started talking to your shadow?

A shadow is poorly defined, two-dimensional, only suggests the real thing.

That is the Old Covenant.
Heb 10:1  The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves.
Why focus on the shadow when the reality is in the room!
Why gaze at a little plastic scale model when you can see the real thing!
Greek philosophers, especially Plato taught this world is a shadow/reflection of the greater heavenly, superlunary world.  His hearers are very familiar with this concept of a shadow/non-real world.

· We have already seen that the Aaronic priesthood was a foreshadow of Jesus’ priesthood.

· The First Covenant was a foreshadow of the New Covenant (ch 8).

· The Jewish Tabernacle was a foreshadow of the Heavenly Tabernacle (Hebrews 9:1-11).

· Old Covenant sacrifices were a foreshadow of New Covenant sacrifice:  The blood of Jesus. (Hebrews 9:12-10:18)

The point:
Everything under the Law of Moses was just a preparation for something much greater, of which the Law, priesthood, tabernacle and so forth were just an anticipation, a suggestion, a physical prophecy.

Hebrews 8:1-2   Jesus serves in the true tabernacle, not the copy.  He serves in the heavenly one—the one where God is.    (no wonder he concludes with Heb 8:13)
8:1 a priest who sits at the right hand of the throne. Aaronic priests were (mere) servants, and so never sat in the tabernacle.  There are no chairs in the tabernacle.  But king Jesus sits in the real tabernacle.

8:3  What does a priest bring?  Gifts and sacrifices.   Jesus also brought gifts and sacrifices.  

8:5  Notice:  “Do everything according to the pattern shown you.”  Why?  Because it all is a pattern of the reality.   (See Ezekiel 40-46 esp 43:10)
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A new covenant diatheke  could be translated as a will. It is a binding agreement between  two parties which comes from only one of the parties.Only one person is responsible.  Only one author.
In Greek this is a very specialized word.  The normal Greek word for a covenant/contract was suntheke  which is an agreement or contract between equals.
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8:6-13   The New Covenant in Jesus is far superior to the Old Covenant. (quoting Jeremiah 31:31-34 and see parallel passage in Ezekiel 36:26f)

Vs. 6  A new mediator    mesites   go-between, peace-maker, mediator, reconciler 
8:7  He returns to the argument in 7:12 that there was a need for a better covenant by quoting Jeremiah.

8:8  This covenant is new.  Two Greek words for new.  neos and kainos.

Neos = new as in a new example of the same thing.  He bought a new car.  It is a new soccer season.

Kainos = new in nature.  A brand new kind of thing.  Revolutionary, unprecedented.

Obviously, 8:8 uses this sense of the word.
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How is the New Covenant superior?

1. It is based on better promises. v. 6
2. It is based on the righteousness of Jesus rather than on our own righteousness (which is dubious anyway). v.9  “they did not remain faithful”
3. We serve God because we want to, not out of obligation. v. 10  “on their hearts”    (Col 2:14 indebtedness canceled Gal 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Ezek 11:19-20 I will remove their heart of stone ad give them a heart of flesh.)
4. It is a personal, intimate relationship—not one mediated by another human. v. 10-11
5. There is real and lasting forgiveness. v. 12
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Foreshadows in the Old Covenant:

	Old Covenant foreshadow
	New Covenant reality

	Obedience to physically defined laws
	Equivalent spiritual principles

	Physical blessings promised (Deut 30)
	Spiritual blessings promised (Mark 10

	Ceremonial uncleanness keeps one from the presence of God
	Sin keeps one unclean and separated from God.

	Sacrifice bridges the gap between effort and perfection.
	Sacrifice bridges the gap between effort and perfection.

	Sealed with the blood of bulls, goats and a red heifer
	Sealed with the blood of Jesus

	Mediated by a high priest.
	Mediated by The High Priest: Jesus

	Tithing
	Sacrifice

	Sabbath
	Heaven

	Festivals
	Joy in Christ


Given the facts, one would think that no sane person would rely on the Old Covenant, but the Hebrews were tempted in exactly that way.  Q: How might we be tempted the same way?
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v. 13.  The “new” covenant is now here, making the old one obsolete.  It is fading, and will soon disappear.

“Old and fading”:  AD 30  The veil was rent in two from top to bottom.  Almost certainly the presence of God left the temple at that time.

“Will soon disappear” This happened in AD 70     Titus  AD 70  (The Jewish Wars by Josephus)

