Old Testament Survey Notes
Required Texts:

The Casket Empty  Carol Kaminsky

Suggested Texts:

From Shadow to Reality  John Oakes IPI
He Loves Forever  Thomas H. Olbricht  College Press

A Quick Overview of the Bible  Douglas Jacoby  Harvest House

Theme of the Bible:   God wants a relationship with us.

Theme of the Old Testament:   God is sending the Messiah, bringing salvation

Theme of the New Testament:  The Messiah is here, bringing salvation.

Jewish Outline of the Old Testament: Tanakh  (Luke 24:44)
I.  “The Law” (Pentateuch, Torah)  Genesis-Deuteronomy

II.  “The Prophets”  neviim  Joshua….2 Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah… “The Twelve,” 
III.  “The Psalms (Writings)”  ketuvim Psalms, Proverbs, Job,.. Ruth,.. Lamentations,…Daniel, Ezra,… II Chronicles  (Matthew 23:35, Luke 11:51  “From the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar…[2 Chron. 24])
Our Outline of the Old Testament

I.  Genesis.

II  Moses and the Law.  Exodus-Deuteronomy.

III  History  Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I, II Samuel, I Chronicles.
IV  History, cont. early prophets I Kings, 8th and 7th centuries

V. History, cont. later prophets  II Kings 6th century 

VI  Exile and post-exile  Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Zecheriah, Malichi
VII. Wisdom Literature  Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs.  

Themes of the Old Testament:

I  The Messiah is coming.

II  God chooses a person and a people through whom to send the Messiah.

III  God wants to bless his people (physically).  The grace of God.

(Some people say OT an angry and vengeful God  NT a loving, patient and gracious God. This is so far from the truth!)

IV  The call to repentance.

V  God’s amazing patience with his people

VI  Judgment for those who will not repent.  This is a major and unmistakable theme!
VII.  Salvation and forgiveness

VIII  God works through history

Historical Outline:

The fall

God chooses a man of faith

God creates a tribe

God creates a people

God sends his people a covenant

God gives his people a place and a temple

God sends his prophets.

All of this is a preparation for sending his Son to those people.

I  Patriarchal Period.          (Genesis and Job)
II  Captivity in Egypt.

III  Exodus and wandering in the Wilderness.

IV  Judges

V  Kings


a. United Kingdom


b. Divided Kingdom.

VI  Captivity and return from exile.

Covenants.
Noah Genesis 9:1f  Never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.
Abraham Genesis 17  The covenant of circumcision.  So shall your offspring be…

Moses  Exodus 24.  The glory of the Lord settled on the Mountain.Ex 24:8
David  2 Sam 7:  “I will raise up your offspring…Your house and yoru kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.  A covenant with the family of David.
New Covenant Jer 31:31  The time is coming, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel… It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers.
Major Historical Events:
Creation

The Flood   judgment
The choice of Abraham   salvation
Escape from Egypt    salvation
Kingship of David     salvation
Destruction of the Northern Kingdom     judgment
Destruction of the Southern Kingdom     judgment
Restorations under Zerubabbel and Ezra    salvation
Key Figures on the Old Testament:   (What does God want us to learn from each of their stories?)
Adam    Giving in to temptation
Noah    Faithful preacher
Abraham    Man of faith
Joseph      Man of perseverance
Moses     Humility
Joshua      Courage
Samuel      Wisdom
David      Heart
Elijah                         All are prefigures of the Messiah

Timeline:

	Old Testament Event
	Date 
	OT Book

	Creation
	?
	Genesis

	The Flood
	?
	Genesis

	Abraham
	1950 BC
	Genesis, Job?

	Isaac
	1850 BC
	Genesis

	Jacob
	1800 BC
	Genesis

	Israel in Egypt
	1800-1450 BC
	None

	Moses in Egypt, Exodus and Wandering
	1450-1400 BC
	Exodus-Deuteronomy

	Israel enters and conquers Promised Land
	1400 BC
	Joshua

	Period of the Judges
	1400-1050 BC
	Judges, Ruth

	David, king of Israel
	1050-1000 BC
	I,II Samuel, I Kings, I Chron.

	Solomon, King
	1000-950 BC
	I Kings, 2 Chronicles

	Rehoboam, Jeroboam, Divided Kingdom
	950-722 BC
	I,II Kings, 2 Chronicles

	Northern Kingdom (Samaria) destroyed
	722 BC
	Isaiah, I Kings, II Chron

	Jerusalem defeated by Nebuchadnezzar
	605 BC
	Jeremiah, II Kings, II Chron

	Jerusalem, temple Destroyed by Neb.
	586 BC
	Jeremiah, II Kings, II Chron

	Babylonian captivity
	605-586 BC
	Ezekiel, Daniel

	Restoration under Cyrus, Persia
	536 BC
	Ezra, Daniel

	Restoration under Darius, temple rebuilt
	520 BC, 516 BC
	Ezra, Haggai, Zechariah

	Jerusalem rebuilt.  Artaxerxes, Nehemiah
	458-440 BC
	Ezra, Nehemiah, Malachi

	Greek Period
	330-164 BC
	Daniel, I Maccabees

	Maccabeen and Roman period
	164, 63 BC
	I Maccabees


Other dates:

330 BC  Alexander “the Great” conquers Palestine   

167 BC  Antiochus Epiphanes desecrates the Temple

164 BC  Successful revolt of the Maccabees.  Brief Jewish independence begins.

63 BC  Pompey conquers Jerusalem for Rome.

37-4 BC Herod “the Great” rules in Judea.

6,5 BC  Jesus Christ born.

Language and Author(s):  
Hebrew and Aramaic (Ezra 4:8–6:18, 7:12–26, Daniel 2:4-7:28)
Many authors

Heb 1:1  In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days….

God spoke through history, poetry, prophecy, proverb

God spoke through kings (David, Solomon), patriarchs (Moses), poets (Asaph), scribes (the history books), priests (Ezra), prophets, prophetesses (Deborah), government administrators (Nehemiah)

Each writer brought out a particular aspect of God’s nature.

Hosea:  the grace of God

Amos: social justice

Isaiah: the holiness of God

David: the heart of God

Joel:  the judgment of God

Etc.

Many of the authors we do not know, such as Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I,II Sam, I,II Kings, etc.

Who wrote Genesis? 

Who picked the canon of the OT?

Talmud:  “Men of the great assembly”  approx. 450 BC Ezra.

Scholars:  Final canon by about 250 BC  Septuagint translation

NOT the council of Jamnia in AD 90.  They merely confirmed what was already accepted for 250+ years.
Homework:

a. Ex credit:  Read 1 Maccabees

b. Memory verses  Romans 15:4  and/or  1 Cor 10:11

Old Testament Class  #2   Genesis

A Brief Outline of the Whole Bible:

I. Genesis 1  God created the universe and the earth.  It was very good.

II. Genesis 2  God created man so that we could have an intimate relationship with him.

III.  Genesis 3 and 4  We messed up very badly—destroying that relationship.

IV.  Genesis 5-Rev 20  God is repairing the damage done by sin.
V.  Rev 21-22  God has fixed the problem and we are back in a relationship with him.
Or:
Genesis 1  Who God is.

Genesis 2 Who we are.

Genesis 3 and 4   The problem.

Genesis 5 to the end of the Bible.  The solution.

God does not waste his time!  He gets right to the point.

Themes of Genesis:  
1. God: a loving Creator.

2. Sin and separation from God.

3. Judgment

4. God chooses a man of faith through whom to send the Messiah.

(The theme of Exodus through Deuteronomy will be God is preparing a nation through whom to send the Messiah)
Outline:

Ch 1.   Creation

God, the creator

Ch 2,3
Adam and Eve

The fall of man, the beginning of the plan of salvation.

Ch 4   Cain and Abel

Temptation, sin, judgment and death.

Ch. 5  Geneaology

God’s plan to send the Messiah

Ch 6-9
 The Flood

Judgment against sin and salvation by faith

Ch 10  More Geneaology
God’s plan to send the Messiah

Ch 11  The tower of Babel
God opposes the proud

Ch 12-23    Abraham

God chooses a person through whom to send the Messiah.





The Father of Faith.

Ch 24-26   Isaac

The Son of Promise

Ch 27-35   Jacob

The Father if Israel
Ch 37-47  Joseph

Favorite son and savior of Israel
Ch 49  The Twelve Tribes     Prophecies concerning God’s people
Ch 50  The Death of Jacob
God created patterns in history to tell us a consistent story.  What is that story?
Ch 1  Creation of the heavens and the earth, of life and of mankind.
Genesis 1 is a theological treatise, not a scientific one.

Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  
In the beginning…

In the beginning God…

In the beginning God created….

Heb 11:3  By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.  Also, Romans 1:21-25.  We should worship God, not the things God has created.
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (ie. the entire physical universe)

If this is true, then every other ‘ism and every other world view devised my man is proved false.

Competing World Views:

polytheism, animism, dualism, pantheism, atheism/naturalism postmodernism (no valid world view), deism, theism.

All are debunked by Genesis 1:1  (assuming, of course, that it is true)

Arguably, deism is not debunked until Genesis chapter 2.

The Christian World View According to Genesis 1-4

1. The physical world is:    a. real      b. created out of nothing (ex nihilo)    and    c. essentially good.
2. There exists an unseen spiritual reality which is not limited to or defined by the physical reality.  Human beings have a spiritual aspect to their nature.
3. The creator of both the physical and spiritual realm is the God who reveals himself in the Bible. 

4. Human beings have both a physical and a spiritual nature, The spiritual nature is more essential as it is eternal.
5. God is not easily defined but he can be characterized by certain qualities.  God is a person. God is love, God is just, God is holy, God is omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent.
6. Although all God’s creation, including the physical world is good, evil does exist.  Such evil is the result of freedom of will given to created beings and their subsequent decision to use that freedom to rebel--to “sin” 
7. Because of God’s justice and his holiness, those who choose to rebel against him will ultimately be judged and separated from God for eternity.
8. The solution to evil, to sin and its eternal consequences is provided by God through the atoning substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

All of this is found in Genesis 1-4
Genesis 1 is a polemic against the religions in Mesopotamia in the 2nd millennium BC.

Wenham:  “Genesis 1-11 is a commentary, often highly critical, on the ideas current in the ancient world about the natural and supernatural world.”

In Enumah Elish the creation of mankind is an afterthought.  In Genesis 1-2 it is the purpose of creation.

Ex:  v. 14  Let there be lights (rather than the sun and the moon).  The author is demythologizing the sun and the moon.

Genesis 1:2-10  The universe is formless and empty, but God creates order and distinctions out disorder and formlessness.

Light vs dark

Water vs earth vs sky

Living vs not living  1:11
Male vs female  1:27
Good vs evil  Gen 3
Soul and Spirit  Heb 4:12

The world wants to blur some of these things

Genesis 1:11-25  God creates life.   An extreme amount of order.  Order which would never occur naturally.
Genesis 1:26-30  God creates mankind in his image to rule the earth (and to live in fellowship with him Ch. 2)

Q:  What does it mean that we are in his image?

We create things.  We are able to give and receive love.  We are spiritual and eternal, We have our own little sovereignty,  

Q:  What are the implications that we are in charge of the earth?  (Heb 2:8)

1:28  He blessed them.  This was his plan.

Summary of Genesis 1: 31  It was very good (not just good)

Q:  Do you agree with this claim?  What about evil?

Again, this goes against most other world views.

Q:  Why, then, is there evil?  Genesis 3.

Genesis Chapter One and Science
Theories about Genesis 1 and creation:

A. Young Earth


1. Young, and scientific evidence supports this conclusion.  Problem: it is simply 

                 not true!!!!


2. Created with an appearance of age. Therefore scientists will discover an old

                Earth.   Problem:  If true, then we deduce some uncomfortable conclusions.



a. How far away is that galaxy?



b. Dinosaurs and Trilobites etc. never lived.



c. Is God trying to trick us?    Who is to say.

B.  Day/Age


Each “day” of Genesis One represents a stage/era over which God created the

            earth in its present form.   Consistent with scientific data.


Problem:   This is not the natural interpretation of  “There was evening and there 

            was morning—the first day.”

C.  Gap Theory


Posits a huge “gap” of time between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2.  At some point, 

            God recreated the earth over six days.


Problems:  This gap is very speculative.    Does it really solve the science 

problems?  Where is the evidence of this recreation?   Seems contrived.  Ockham’s Razor.

D.  Framework Theory


The creation week is a literary convention, not intended to be chronological, but 


thematic.   Sees two triads of “days”  day 1-3 and 4-6.  God created the heavenly objects (1,4), God created the sea and the land (2,5) and God created life (3,6).  The purpose of this story is not to provide chronological information, but to show how Jehovah, not Baal or other pagan gods, is the creator of cosmos and of life.

Bruce Waltke summarizes his own reflections on the literary genre of the passage:

. . .it is a literary-artistic representation of the creation. To this we add the purpose, namely, to ground the covenant people's worship and life in the Creator, who transformed chaos into cosmos, and their ethics in his creative order.

Problems:   In denying chronology it seems to deny a chief feature of the account.  If Genesis 1 is not historical, what about the rest of Genesis?
Environment                Creatures

Day 1 Light                  Day 4  Luminaries

Day 2 Sky and Water   Day 5 Birds and Fish

Day 3 Land                   Day 6 Animals and Man

E.  “Just a myth”


Problems:  Inconsistent with what we know of the rest of the Bible.  Also, how do

            you explain the scientific quality of this myth?    More on this later.

A quick summary of Genesis chapter one:

a. God existed before the creation of the universe

b. God created the universe:   “Let there be light”

c. God created the earth

d. God created life

e.  Last of all, God created mankind

In that order

More detail

Genesis 1 account from the perspective of one on the surface of the earth

The earth has been created and is spinning:  night and day  Day 1

Water covered the earth and a very thick atmosphere formed  Day 2

Later, as the earth cooled, land appeared out of the water.   Day 3

Then life appeared on the earth   Day 3

[That life dramatically changed the chemistry of the atmosphere from reducing to oxidizing]       

Finally, the heavenly objects appeared in the sky   Day 4

More advanced life forms; first in the water, later on the land   Day 5

Even more advanced life forms.  Last of all human beings   Day 6

Funny Story:   Katie and Dr. Quinn Medicine Woman.

Is Genesis 1 a myth?

Yes.  It is a true myth.

Every ancient culture has a creation myth.

The Babylonian creation myth:  Gods emerge from a divine swamp which had existed forever. These gods came out of the swamp in male and female pairs. As the younger gods appeared, they did battle with the older gods. In one battle, Marduk, the son of Ea (the earth God) attacked and killed the first god of all, Tiamat. He caught her in a net and crushed her skull. As the divine blood of Tiamat spilled to earth, the Babylonian creation myth claims that the blood and mud mixed and formed the first humans.

Ancient Egyptian creation story:  The common creation myth of the Egyptians was that at the beginning the universe was filled with a primordial ocean called the Nun. The waters of the Nun were stagnant. Out of the limitless flood rose the primeval hill. This primeval hill eventually became the landmass of the earth. The priests of each of the great cult centers of Egypt claimed that their city was the point where the landmass of the earth originated. Some believe the great pyramids at Giza represent the primeval hill. 

Greek creation story:   All the animals were originally formed by the gods Prometheus and Epimethius. These gods formed the animals from clay molds—analogous to the production of cast iron. Greek myth also includes the idea that Atlas holds the sky up above the earth on his shoulders, as well as the view that the sun rides across the sky each day in Apollo’s chariot. 

Japanese creation story:   Shinto scripture holds that two gods, Izanagi and Izanami, were given a gift of a spear adorned with jewels. At the time of this gift, the earth was a muddy chaos over which the gods had flung a bridge. Izanagi and Izanami went out on the celestial bridge and thrust their spear into the muddy chaos. They drew it back, all spattered with mud. Some of the mud fell from the spear to earth, and formed one of the Japanese islands. Then these two gods came and took up residence on this island. Out of their union the principal islands of Japan were created.

Hindu creation story:   The first man, Manu, arrives on an earth devoid of animals. Out of a sacrifice Manu offered to the gods, the first woman was made. Manu lusted after the woman, so she changed into a cow. Manu changed himself into a bull, and their offspring were cattle. Next, the woman changed into a goat, and Manu changed himself into a he-goat—and so forth—until all the animals were created.

A creation myth of the Native American Iroquois nation:    In the beginning there were two brothers, Enigorio and Enigohahetgea. One was good and one was evil. The former went about the world, furnishing it with gentle streams, fertile plains and good fruits. The latter followed him maliciously, creating rapids, thorns and deserts. Eventually Enigorio turned on his evil brother and crushed him into the earth, where he still lives, receiving the souls of the dead and existing as the author of evil.

Skip the following material in the class?
All this discussion of Genesis being a “true myth” presupposes the day/age theory.

Is this a possible interpretation?

Important theologians who considered the metaphorical “day” explanation to be likely:

Philo  1st century

Origin early 3rd century

Augustine early 5th century

Thomas Aquinas 13th century

Translations of yom in the Old Testament

1181 times as “day” (but with several different connotations

 of the word, some not being literal.  ex Isaiah 4:2 In that day, the Branch 

 of the Lord will be beautiful)

67 times as “time”

30 times as “today”

18 times as “forever”

10 times as “continuously”

6 times as “age”

4 times as “life”

2 times as “perpetually”]
Genesis 1-4 is the most amazing theology every written by man.:   

Genesis Ch 2  Who is Man?
2:5-25  The creation of man (a recounting of part of the 6th day)

1. Created in God’s Image. 1:27
2. Given dominion over the earth and blessed by God. 1:26,28
3. Created to know God and to be known by him.  God walked in the garden 3:8
4. Created for relationships 2:18, 23-25

4. Created with “free will.” 2:9, 15-17
Genesis 2, with Adam and Eve in the garden is a picture of how it was “supposed” to be.  It is how God envisioned his relationship with us.

It is a picture of heaven.  It is a picture of the Kingdom of God.  Biblical descriptions of heaven consistently use imagery from the Garden of Eden.

(for example Ezekiel 47:1-12 and Revelation 22:1-5).

Why did God put the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the garden?  Because he loves us and he wants us to love him.  Love gives a choice.

In this sense, Adam and Eve are us!   The story of Adam and Eve is the story of each of us.
Genesis Ch 3.  The Problem:  Adam and Eve.   Types of us in a bad way as well!
Four stories establish our need for a savior.

1. The fall of Adam and Eve.

2. The murder of Abel by Cain.

3. The flood.

4. The tower of Babel.
3:6  Sin is “desireable”

Adam and Eve abused their choice.
Their sin?  Pride.  Wanting to usurp God.

The pattern:

Selfish desire

Lack of trusting God

Sin. 

Consequences   

James 1:14-15 “but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. Then, after desire has been conceived, it gives birth to sin and sin, when it is full grown, give birth to death.”

As is the pattern in Genesis, God teaches theology through story.

Result:   Shame, lost innocence,   - death  (physical death for them, spiritual death for us)

- separated from God, kicked out of the garden

What a great picture of the human condition….  But it really happened.
God can make actual, historical events into symbols.

The story of Adam and Eve is the story of us.  We had everything.  God had just one command.  We broke the command and look at the result.  This is why there is evil in the world.  Why?  Because God loves us.

What was their problem? What God gave them was not enough.  They were not satisfied with what God gave them.

Q: Is what God has already given you enough for you, or do you desire more?

Romans 5:12-19

Adam a type of Jesus

Sin of Adam set a pattern and produced a terrible result

Sinless life of Jesus set a pattern and produced a wonderful result.  (also note 1 Cor 15:45-49)  
Note the first Messianic prophecy:   Gen 3:14,15

Genesis Ch 4

Cain and Abel.   The story of how sin will cause us to lose our relationship with God and with each other.

Genesis 4:1-16   Things did not improve with their children
When sin gets in there, things do not get better.
4:6  For us, “sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.”
4:16  Cain goes to Nod, which means wandering.

If you do not obey God and love your brother, you, like Cain, will live a life of lonely wandering.  You will be, emotionally, a wandering vagrant.
Genesis 5  The first genealogy.   Adam, Seth,….Noah…  The line through whom the Messiah came.

Noah and the Flood  Genesis 6-8.   Another “true myth.”
Bible:   the flood occurred, not because of some natural law, but because of man’s sin. Genesis 6:6-8  “The Lord was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain.” 

Imagine that:  God’s heart was filled with pain.  Why?  Because his creatures rejected him.  What will he do?   He will judge those who reject him and save those who put their faith in him.

Genesis 6:8  A great passage.  But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.

Why?   v. 9 Because he was righteous, blameless and faithful.
I love Genesis 6:22  Noah did everything just as God commanded him.

This is the definition of faith!
The flood is a picture of what happened.

The flood is a picture of the world as it is today

The flood is a picture of the world as it will be at the end.

The flood is a foreshadow of both judgment and salvation.

[Cultures with a flood story:  

Hindus Burma (Myanmar) New Guinea Aborigines of Australia New Zealand Iroquoi Incas Aztecs Greeks Babylonians Sumerians Celts, etc….
Sumerians date dynasties before “the flood” and after “the flood”

8 foot layer of mud below city of Ur

The Gilgamesh Epic. 

Akkadia 2000 BC

Common elements:

1.  The flood a judgment.

2.  Massive or world wide in effect.

3.  Some humans saved from this flood and repopulate the earth.

My conclusion:

The flood, if it happened, was a dramatic, worldwide, miraculous event in which God judged the earth.]
Flood is a type, Judgment is the antitype.   2 Peter 3:3-7.  
v. 6-7 By water also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 

Every reality in NT is foreshadowed by an historical event in the OT.  Judgment Day is no exception.

As with the type, so with the antitype.

Judgment day is bad news for most, but not for Noah and family.  1 Pet 3:20-22.

In both cases, a few are saved through water.  Baptism is not a symbol, Noah’s flood is the symbol.

As Jesus was raised, so was Noah raised from the dead.
Noah tells us about judgment and salvation by God’s grace.
Genesis 11  The second genealogy.   Phase II of God’s plan to send the Messiah.   Noah to Abraham.   (and the Tower of Babel—a story of human pride and God’s response to that pride)
Genesis 11.  The Tower of Babel.

The hubris of man vs the reality of God.  (and the Tower of Babel—a story of human pride and God’s response to that pride)

Babel is the last of four stories of judgement on those who rebel against God.  Adam and Eve   Cain and Abel    Flood   Babel.

Gen 11:1-4  Man seeks to become famous and to be “awesome” by building a great city.

 “Let us make a name for ourselves”

 Genesis 11:5   “The Lord came down to see the city.”  (Not literally, of course, but metaphorically.)  The hubris of man is clearly revealed.  They thought they would reach heaven, but to God their efforts were truly punyNotice, God looks down to see the tower.  It is very small.    Yahweh came down to see the city and the tower, which mortals had built.

Doug Jacoby:     The tower in Babel must not be completed! The God of love refuses to let man self-destruct again. After the Fall, God set cherubim in place, flaming swords brandished. At Babel, he confounds the common tongue of mankind and creates division—which functions as a form of protection against ourselves. After God’s intervention, work on the city grinds to a halt. People couldn’t understand one another; they spoke past one another. Without clear communication, no great project can be accomplished.

Genesis 12-23  Abraham, Ishmael and Isaac.
The story of Genesis is the story of God and it is the story of Abraham—salvation by faith.
In a sense, Genesis 1-11 is a prologue to the story of Abraham.
Abraham’s faith is a type of the saving faith we have.  Romans 4:11-12.

He is the father (type) of all those who not only are circumcised….

God was telling the Jews all along that salvation is by faith.

Romans 4:16,17   father, forerunner, type of all of us.
Genesis (12, 15, and) 17  God makes a covenant with Abram.  The covenant of circumcision.  This is a key moment.  God now has a people of his own possession.  As a symbol, God changes his name to Abraham (father or many).

God’s promises to Abraham:

Genesis 12:2  I will make you into a great nation.

Genesis 12:3  All nations will be blessed through you.

Gen 13:15  I will give you this land.

Genesis 15:4-5  I will give you a son, and your offspring will be like the stars in the sky.

Genesis 17:6  Kings will come from you.

Why did God do this?   Because Abraham was righteous?   No, because of his faith.
Genesis 15:6 is one of the most important passages in the Old Testament.

“Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness.”  Romans 4:3, 
Q: What did Abraham believe?  What do we need to believe?  Romans 4:20
A: That God will do what he promised.  That he will be faithful to us.
Ishmael, Isaac, Hagar, Sarah

Ishmael  →  Israel   born the usual way

Isaac  →   the church    born by miracle.

Israel children of God by birth.   Us:  children of God by choice.

This should really bother the Jews.  Ishmael is a foreshadow of us!!!! 

We are children of Abraham.  Jesus:  no you are not.

I’m not just making this up:  Gal 4:21-31

As Ishmael persecuted Abraham out of jealousy, so the Jews persecuted the early Christians.   

God had this thing planned all along—to miraculously adopt us into his family.

Type:    Sarah:   Get rid of that woman and her son.  (Genesis 21:10)

Antitype:  God rejecting Israel and accepting the church.    70 AD it happened.

More foreshadows in Abraham.

Gen 22:1-6  Take your son, your only son…

Isaac is a type of Christ, and Abraham is a type of the Father.

Abraham got up early the next day.  God is not holding back.

God was willing to give up his only son.

The cool thing is that this actually happened.

By the way Mt. Moriah is the site of the temple and the place where Jesus was condemned to die.  Coincidence?

1 Cor 15:3-4  Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.

                       He was raised on the third day according to the scriptures.    Fulfilled here!

Heb 11:19  Figuratively speaking Abraham received his son back from the dead.

Look at Isaac.  He carried the wood to be used for his own sacrifice up Mt. Moriah.

Abraham:  You are the sacrifice.   Isaac:  If you say so, father.
Gen 22:15-18  Because of Abraham’s faith, God renews the covenant one more time (ch 12, 13, 15, 17)

And look at this!!!   22:16  I swear by myself…   because you have done this.   Wow. 

This is the most emphatic promise of all those given to Abraham.

Illustration:  George Burns in Oh God (the movie) “so help me me.”

Hebrews 6:13  God swore by himself…   I will bless you.  In this context, the Hebrew writer is telling us that God will not forsake us who walk in the footsteps of Abraham.  Heb 6:18-19 We have this hope….
Genesis 14  6.  Melchizedek.    Priest and King.  A prophecy of the priesthood of Jesus.
a. King of Salem (Jerusalem)        Jesus is king of spiritual Jerusalem.

b.  Sal em (shalom) means peace.  King of peace.  Jesus prince of peace.

c.  Greater than the Law  Hebrews 7:1-10  Abraham offered tribute

d.  Abraham offered bread and wine to Melchizedek (Genesis 14:18).  Coincidence?

e.  Chosen as priest, not born as one.

f. did not die

An Aside:   Archaeology and Genesis

Genesis:  Ur a large and prosperous city around 1900 BC The point:  if Bible is an historical fantasy 500 BC, how did they know that?

 

 Haran, a smaller, frontier city in NW Mesopotamia    Note:  Haran was abandoned about 1800 BC.  How did Jews 500 BC know about this city?

 

Ebla Tablets  1975   peaked in importance about 2000 BC   17,000 clay tablets

 

Names mentioned include   Isaac, Jacob, Abraham, Terah, Nahor and Serug
 

The point:  these names were unknown 1000 years later.  This story could not have been invented.

 

Ex:   read a letter, supposedly written 1890,  including names such as Skyler, Jamal, Brittany

 

Or letter, supposedly written 2004  with names such as Gertrude, Harold

 

Story of Laban chasing Jacob to retrieve the household gods (Genesis 31)   Why was Laban more concerned with getting back his household gods than his own daughter?    

According to the Nuzi Tablets whoever possessed the household gods/teraphim  inherited the family property.   Oh!
 

What about Sodom and Gomorrah?  Bible:  fairly well-watered, large cities

 

League of 5 cities:   Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, Zoar (Genesis 14:2)

 

Today:  SE corner of Dead Sea.  Total wasteland.
 

Archaeologists discovered about 2000 BC Dead Sea twice as large, much wetter.

 

Guess how many wadis contain ruins of cities?    Five!!

 

All destroyed about 2000 BC by fire

 

Largest city (presumably Sodom) as thick as 7 ft. ashes.
The graveyard considerable distance from the city:  Burned from the top down!

 

Also:

 

The Hittites.   Skeptics in 19th century.  This is all just a made up story.  No such people ever existed.

 

Bible:   A major power in Palestine about 1800 BC.  Mentioned 47 Times

 

1906  Hugo Winkler discovered Hattusha.  Large empire with many cities.
Genesis 19:  Sodom and Gomorrah.

A foreshadow of Judgment and of salvation!   (a common theme in the Bible, so there are a lot of foreshadows in the OT)

Sodom is a type of sin

What happened to Sodom, then, becomes a foreshadow of those who sin.

 (2 Peter 2:6)

The message:  unrepented sin will lead to judgment.  Did God make this symbol subtle?

But there is another message.  What about Lot.   Believe it or not, S&G is about the grace of God.

Type: Lot is us!!   God saved Lot.  Was Lot a way righteous person?

2 Pet 2:6  Was Lot a righteous man?  Acc. To God yes!

Lot is the tattered but surviving Christian.  He barely makes it, but he makes it!   God is not encouraging us to be like Lot, but he intends to comfort us through Lot.

Lot’s wife.    Q:  What does God use her as a type of?   Those who are saved, but look back and are lost.

Luke 17:32  Remember Lot’s wife!!!  Luke 9:62  takes on new meaning.
Genesis 23  Abraham buys a field in Machpelah.  This is symbolic of the future.  During his lifetime, Abraham only received a postage-stamp-sized partial fullfillment of his promised inheritance.  Heb 11:13 (referring to Abraham most specifically) “They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance.  And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.”  “They desired a better country; a heavenly one.”

Q: What about you?  Where do you put your treasures?  Are you, like Abraham a mere stranger here?  What is your citizenship?
Genesis 25.  Jacob and Esau.  (similar pattern to Ishmael and Isaac)   The blessing of God comes, not through birth, but through promise.  The Jews should have noticed this!
Esau:  Israel and Old Covenant     first born, should have been favored, but God chose Jacob.

Jacob:  Us!  the church!  The New Covenant.  God is telling us he will set up a New Covenant.

Romans 9:10-13, Malachi 1:2-3  Jacob I loved, Esau I hated.
God chose Israel.   The Jews deserved the blessing of God.  They were the natural born first son, but God chooses us.  Do you feel special?
Did God hate Esau?

Esau became the father of the Edomites (Book of Numbers and later)
Was Jacob more righteous than Esau?

Note:  the message of Jacob and Esau:   God did not choose you because you were so much better than everyone else.
Genesis 25:21-34   God chooses Jacob.  

Gen 25:21-22 The boys are even wrestling in the womb.  The Hebrew word is smash or crush.

v. 23  “Two nations are in your womb.”  (obviously not literally!!!)

We see a foreshadowing of the relationship between Israel and Edom here.  We also see a foreshadowing of the Jewish Christians being jealous of the Gentile Christians (Rom 9)

The older (the Jews, Edom) will serve the younger (Gentile Christians, Jews)

There is great symbolism in Jacob grasping the heel of Esau. v. 26
Another message from Esau:  you can sell your birthright (Hebrews 12:16)

Genesis 37, 39-45  Joseph  A prefigure of the Messiah.   
Look at the big picture.  Joseph started at Jacob’s right hand—Jacob’s favorite son.     He then became a slave in Egypt   God raised him up to the right hand of Pharaoh.   This is the story of the Messiah.  (Philippians 2:6-11)

But it is also the story of us.  We started in the garden, we ended up in Egypt, and we will end up back in the garden.

Reminds me of Hosea 11:1  Out of Egypt I called my son.  Through the actions of Joseph (which are really the actions of God), Israel was eventually taken out of Egypt.

Also note that Joseph himself was taken out of Egypt.  Genesis 50:24-25 ( as mentioned in Hebrews 11:22)  There is massive symbolism here.  Joseph, physically, died in Egypt, but his bones were carried into Canaan, symbolic of his eventual resurrection to live with God in heaven.

a.  favorite son if Jacob/Israel       Jesus the only son

b.  tended sheep (a recurring theme as Jesus is the good shepherd)

c.  God in a dream:   you will rule over your brothers as king    (Jesus king of the Jews

d.  Out of jealousy his brothers conceived a plan to kill him.    (Jesus brother Israelites plotted his death)

e. betrayed by his brothers for 20 pieces of silver—which was the price of a young slave in Egypt at that time.  (Jesus was sold for 30 pieces of silver, the approximate price of a young slave at that time).

f.  God brought him to Egypt to protect from jealous brothers  (Jesus went to Egypt to protect him from Herod)

g.  Joseph was raised by God to become a prince from very humble situation. 

h.  Most importantly to be a figure of the Messiah:  he saved Israel!!

i.  In fact, Joseph saved not only Israel, but through him many Gentile nations were also saved and blessed.

j. Joseph gave bread to the whole world (Gen 41:57).

k. Jacob received his son back from the dead (Gen 45:28)

Finish:  Genesis 49  esp v. 10   Jesus the branch (Nazarene)  Lineage of the Messiah.
Jacob the father of twelve sons and the father of the twelve tribes of Israel.

Leah: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun

Rebekkah:  Joseph (Menasseh, Ephraim), Benjamin   There were actually 13 tribes (two half-tribes)

Bilhah: Dan, Naphtali

Zilpah: Gad, Asher

There is a lot more in Genesis we did not cover.  Why Judah?  Why Levi?

v. 10  scepter, ruler

v. 11 donkey, colt, wine “blood of grapes.”

Class #2   The Law.   Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.
Outline of the four books:

God saves his people from slavery

God gives his people a Law and a Covenant

God protects his people in the Wilderness. (but he also disciplines them for their rebellion and is amazingly patient with them)
God brings his people to the Promised Land

Exodus
Themes:   
God saves his people from slavery through a “savior” Moses.
God establishes a covenant for his people.

Application:  God will go to any length for us to be saved from bondage to sin.

Theme verse:  Exodus 14:13-14  “Do not be afraid.  Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today, you will never see again. The Lord will fight for you, you need only be still.”
Outline:

Simplified Outline:

I. God Saves Israel from Egyptian Slavery 1:1-18:27

II. God Gives Israel his Law/Establishes his Covenant  19:1-24:18

III. God Commands Israel to Build the Tabernacle for him to dwell in it.  25:1-40:38

Ch 1   
   Israel in slavery.

Ch 2   
   God prepares Moses.

Ch 3-6    God sends Moses.  God reveals his name
Ch 7-11   The ten plagues.

Ch 12
    The Passover.

Ch 12-14 The Exodus, crossing the Red Sea

Ch 15-17  Wandering and grumbling.

Ch 18
     Moses and Jethro

Ch 19-31  At Mt. Sinai.  Moses receives the Law.

Ch 32
     Aaron and the golden calf.  The first tablets destroyed.

Ch 33-40  More laws.

Basic outline of the historical foreshadowing in Exodus – Deuteronomy:  (by the way, the symbolism changes radically in Joshua – 2 Kings, as we will see)
In Egypt = bondage to sin, being a non-Christian

Escape from Egypt = salvation, leaving our life of sin.

Wandering in the Wilderness = life of a disciple, learning to rely on God

Entering the Promised Land = entering heaven—a secure relationship with God.

I.  Slavery in Egypt  →   Slavery  to Sin      
A little background:  Is Exodus about 1420 BC or 1280 BC?  Not sure.  More likely 1420.
Tel el Amarna Letters    The Habiru plunder all lands of the king.  If archers are here this year, then the lands of the king, the lord, will remain, but if the archers are not here, then the lands of the king, my lord are lost.  Around 1390 BC
Destruction of Jericho around 1400 BC

400-450 years went from 70 to 2 million.  Possible?  If they doubled every 30 years, the population would have been 3 million

Note:  Exodus starts with a conjunction ….And.  It is connected with Genesis.  It starts with Joseph where Genesis ends with Joseph.

John 8:34  Everyone who sins is a slave to sin.

God hates sin.  Sin enslaves.  But God hates it when his people are enslaved to sin.  He sent a savior.   Q:  Who is Moses a type of in this case?
Exodus 2:23-25  God sees his people suffering (like he sees us now)

Exodus 3-4 God appears to Moses, giving his commission.

Exodus 3:7-10   I am sending you to set my people free from slavery.  
God is very patient with Moses.

God gives Moses his name, YHWH Exodus 3:14

How do we get out of our sin?  We need a savior.  God sent Moses.
Exodus 5:1-5   Pharaoh = Satan    Let my people go to worship me 
Foreshadow:  When we are in slave to sin, we cannot have a relationship with God.  (they could not worship as long as they were “in Egypt”  (Hosea 11:6).

Satan (Pharaoh) says, Sure!  No problem!  You can go!   No.  It took ten plagues.

It might take some plagues to get your friends out of Egypt!

blood, frogs, gnats, flies, livestock, boils, hail, locusts, darkness, firstborn.

The 10th plague.  The Passover. Exodus 11, 12.

II.  The Passover.

The final plague.  God sent the destroying angel to kill all the firstborn in Egypt.  Death sentence.
Exodus 12:1-5 On the 10th of Nisan take a year old lamb (or a goat) without defect.

Exodus 12:6-8 On the 14th of Nisan, kill that lamb at twilight and sprinkle the blood on the wooden beam above the door of your houses.

Jesus was killed on eve of the Passover!!   Is this coincidence??  The event is a foreshadow of the death of Jesus on the Cross.

The blood of the Passover lamb saved the first born of Israel from physical death.

The blood of Jesus, shed on Passover saves us from spiritual death.

The Passover event freed Israel from physical bondage to physical slavery.

The death of Jesus freed spiritual Israel from spiritual bondage to sin.

The Passover required an unblemished lamb.

Jesus was an unblemished lamb.   Jn 1:29  Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  1 Cor 5:7  Christ our Passover Lamb.  Rev 13:8  slain from the creation of the world.
The blood was sprinkled on the cross-beam over the house.

Jesus’ blood was spilled out on a cross-beam

God:  Do not break any of the bones of the Passover Lamb (Exodus 12:46)

(Psalms 22:17, Jn 19:31-33)   None of Jesus’ bones were broken.
The Passover meal is also a foreshadow of the Lord’s Supper.

The Last Supper would better be titled the Last Seder.  .  Luke 22:14-16.  It will find fulfillment in the kingdom of God.  That’s right…  The Lord’s Supper.  

1.  The Passover meal was given as a remembrance of God’s salvation (Exodus 12:14)   commemorate   for generations to come…a lasting ordinance.

2.  The Passover meal includes unleavened bread.  The Jews had to leave their life of slavery so hastily that they had to use unleavened bread.  Meaning for us:  leave your life of sin.  Do not look back.  (Luke 9:62)  Leaven = influence of sin.     LS also includes unleavened bread.  1 Cor 5:7,8  a little leaven works through the whole batch of dough….

Therefore let us keep the festival  Passover, LS

3.  Bitter herbs  Remember the bitterness of slavery in Egypt.  For us:  we ought to examine ourselves

4. Wine.  Traditionally, four cups.  The third cup was shared after supper.  This was called the cup of redemption.  After supper he took the cup…
III  The Exodus
Exodus 12:31  Finally Pharaoh says go!

The people are fired up.  They are free!!!

No they are not!  They are not “saved.”  They are still in Egypt.

We have many friends like this.
They had to pass through water.      Were they saved symbolically when they passed through the water?  No!  As with the type, so with the antitype.

Notice:  The army that enslaved them was literally washed away in the water.

1 Cor 10:1-4

Were they in the Promised Land?  Why doesn’t God just send us directly to heaven?
IV. Moses.  A prefigure of the Messiah.

 Prophet,  priest (sort of)  and prince (sort of)  (Jesus was prophet, priest and king)
Deut 18:17-19.   God told Moses he was a prefigure of Christ.  I will raise up a prophet like you….

a. Death sentence as a baby.  God protected him. (like Jesus and Herod)
b.  Raised from poverty to be prince in King’s house.  Right hand of Pharoah (Jesus at right hand of God).

c. Hosea 11:1 and Matt 2:13-15  Out of Israel I called my son.  True of both Jesus and Moses.

d. Gave up right hand position with Pharoah to become a slave with God’s people.  Stepped down from exalted position to save Israel.  (as did Jesus)
e. Led Israel out of physical slavery.    (Jesus led spiritual Israel out of spiritual slavery)

f.  Forty years in the wilderness preparing  (only forty days in the wilderness preparing for Jesus, but He was God!)

g.  God gave Moses Aaron to prepare the way/speak for him   (Jesus had John the Baptist)

h.  Israel baptized into Moses in Red Sea.      (Jesus followers baptized.)

i.  Produced bread (manna)  So did Jesus  (Jn 6:1-13,  Jesus is the bread of life John 6:32)

j.  Produced water from a rock.   (Jesus sent the Holy Spirit like a stream of water…John 4:13,14) 
k.  Spoke to God on Sinai     (Jesus on Hermon)
l. Moses received and imparted the Word of God.   (Jesus IS the Word of God)


It is pretty easy to see the parallel here!

V. Wandering in the wilderness  →    being a disciple of Jesus.

They followed the cloud around, we follow Christ around.

Look!!!!  Deut 8:2-5.  Does that sound like the life of a disciple or what?

Being a disciple is all about following and relying on God.

When you are a disciple, God gives you spiritual food (manna) and water.

Q:  did everyone who left slavery in Egypt make it into the Promised Land?   (So much for once saved, always saved)

Why not?    Exodus 16:2,3    Numbers 11:4-15  Numbers 21:4-9
They forgot how terrible slavery was!!  Do not look back!!!

Lessons for us?  Hebrews 3:14-4:2  “the bodies that fell in the desert us is, if we fail to rely on God.

How to stay faithful?      Eat the manna  Jesus:  I am the bread of life.
VI  Moses Receives the Law at Sinai

Exodus Ch 19-31

19:12-13  Anyone who touches the mountain will be put to death.

19:14-19  thunder, lightening, a thick cloud, a loud trumpet sound, so that all the people in the camp shuddered.
Exodus 20  Moses receives the 10 commandments.

For us:  Let’s just read Ex 24:1-18   For the Jews, this is the greatest moment in their history.

v. 3 “We will do everything the Lord has commanded.”

Compare:  Hebrews 12:18-24    You have not come to a mountain that can be touched….
And thus the Mosaic Covenant is established.

VII  Numbers
Theme:  The stubbornness of Israel and God’s patience.

Outline:

Ch 1-4
    The nation of Israel.  A census.

Ch 5-9     Dedication of the Tabernacle.

Ch 10-12 Wandering again.  Quail, grumbling and rebellion.

Ch 13,14  Exploring Canaan.  Bad and good reports.  All will die in the desert.

Ch 15
    More laws.

Ch 16,17  Korah’s rebellion.

Ch 18,19  More laws.

Ch 20       Moses strikes the rock:  will not enter Promised Land.  Aaron dies.

Ch 21
     Rebellion, the bronze snake, defeat of the Amorites.

Ch 22-25  Balaam.  Israel falls into idolatry.

Ch 26-30  Various laws.  Joshua to succeed Moses.

Ch 31-37   Victory east of the Jordan.  Division of the land.

Ch 1-4  A census.  A snapshot of God fulfilling his plan to send the Messiah.  We have made some progress here!

Again and again, the people were unfaithful.  God disciplined them, but, again and again Moses, the prefigure of the Messiah, intervenes for the people to ask for God’s mercy.

Numb 11  Grumbling about having to eat quail.

Numb 12  Aaron and Miriam rebel.   Numbers 12:3  Moses was more humble than any man on the face of the earth.    Matt 11:28 I am meek and humble of heart.. You will find rest for your souls.

Numb 13,14 Exploring Canaan.  People unfaithful and refuse to go into the Promised Land.  Numb 14:20-24   Judgment!!!
Numb 16,17  Korah rebels

Numb 20  Moses gets prideful and strikes the rock—will not enter.

Numb 21  Another rebellion

Numb 22-25  The people fall into idolatry. Balaam  [Numb 25:5-9 Phinehas]  Do you get the idea?

God has to put up with a lot from us!

A couple more historical details:

Numb 20 Edom denies passage—must go around.  Aaron dies

Numb 21 Go around Moab, defeat Amorites.

Numb 27 Joshua to succeed Moses

Numb 31 War with Midian  Reuben and Gad to stay East of Jordan.

This is a picture of our relationship with God.  Hopefully, we will do much better than they did.

VIII  Leviticus:

Theme:  The seriousness of sin and the need for sacrifice.  In a word: Holiness
Theme verse:  Leviticus 11:45  I am the Lord who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore be holy because I am holy.

Outline:

Ch 1-7      The five sacrifices.


Ch 1  The Burnt Offering.


Ch 2  The Grain Offering.


Ch 3  The Fellowship Offering.


Ch 4,5 The Sin Offering.


Ch 5,6 The Guilt Offering.

Ch 8-10   The Priesthood.

Ch 11-22 Various laws.

Ch 23-25 The Sabbath and the Feasts

Ch 26
    Punishment and Reward.

Ch 27
    More laws.

IX  The Earthly Tabernacle prefigures the Heavenly Tabernacle.

Exodus  25:8,9  Follow the exact pattern so I man dwell among men.

General description:Exodus 25-30   This shows the holiness of God (Ezek 40-48)
Outer curtain, courtyard, bronze altar, laver, inner curtain, most Holy Place, show bread, lampstand, golden altar of incense, curtain, Holy of Holies, ark, cherubim, tablets, Aaron’s rod, manna and the Mercy Seat or atonement cover.

John 1:14  Jesus tabernacled among us.  We no longer need the temple.

Hebrews 8:3-6   A better, spiritual sanctuary.

1.  The Bronze Altar:    To  come before God, a sacrifice is required.  The blood of Jesus comes first.

Hebrews 9:23-26  The items in the sanctuary were a copy of the true one.

Hebrews 9:11  A greater and more perfect tabernacle in heaven.

God was telling the Jews about the ministry of Jesus in heaven.

2.  The Laver.    To enter into a relationship with God, one must be washed in baptism.


1 Peter 3:21   Not a physical cleansing (as at the laver).

3.  The Bread on the right.   12 loaves for the 12 tribes   =  Spiritual food

Jn 6:35   I am the bread of life.

4.  The golden lampstand.    Seven branches, each with a bowl kept perpetually burning.

Zech 4:1-6    The lampstand = the Holy Spirit which we receive when we are baptized and enter a relationship with God.

On the right:   Jesus

On the left:  The Holy Spirit

In the center:  The Father.

5.  The golden altar of incense.   Not used for sacrifices or offerings.

Rev 5:8  The altar of incense =  or prayers which come right before the presence of God.

6.  The curtain.    The separation between man and God.  Anyone who peered behind the curtain saw God and died on the spot.

Only once a year, only after sprinkling the blood of a bull a ram and a goat, only the high priest could enter.

The cool thing:  In the heavenly tabernacle, there is no curtain!!!  Matt 27:51

At that time, God left the temple in Jerusalem, never to take up residence again.  Jesus entered the new and greater tabernacle in heaven to minister as high priest for us.

Look at Hebrews 10:19!!

7.  The ark, the cherubim and the mercy seat.  God dwelt literally on the Mercy Seat 
     between the cherubim.

For the Jews, the items in the Holy of Holies was a mystery, something they could never even hope to see.  We get to see all these items every day!!!

Cherubim = judgement

Mercy seat = grace of God.  Where the blood was splattered.

X  The OT Sacrifices Prefigure Sacrifice in the New Testament.

Most disciples get a glazed-over look when reading in Leviticus about all the different sacrifices.   We will solve this problem!!

Not all the sacrifices in the Levitical system were for forgiveness of sin!!

A. Sweet-smelling sacrifices.  “An aroma, pleasing to the Lord.” Were not for sin.   There is nothing sweet smelling about sin!

1. The Burnt Offering (olah)

2. The Grain Offering (minchah)

3. The Fellowship Offering (shelem)

B. The sin sacrifices.

1. The Sin Offering (chatat)

2. The Trespass Offering (asham)

The Burnt Offering.   =   Total commitment of the worshipper (us!)   Leviticus 1   A pleasing aroma.

God:   Take a valued possession and burn it up on the altar.  Once you burn up something, there is no getting it back.

This offering was voluntary.

Animal from the herd.

Sacrificed.    The head burned entire, but the body thoroughly washed then burned.

Why?    The head is Jesus,  we are the body.  We need washing.  Both us and Jesus are expected to make a total sacrifice of ourselves.

Ephesians 5:1,2  Jesus was a burnt offering.

Romans 12:1,2    “in view of God’s mercy.”

Our lives are offered voluntarily as burnt offerings as well.  We offer ourselves, not in order to be saved, but as a response because we are saved.

Are you presenting your life right now as a living sacrifice to God?

The Grain Offering    = giving of the first fruits of our labor to God.

A pleasing aroma.

Leviticus 2

Not voluntary

Grain, oil, incense and salt, but definitely no yeast or honey.

Part burned, part given to take care of the Levites—of those who minister.

Give of the blessings of God to take care of the Temple and the servants of God.

=  Our contribution for the needs of the church and of those who minister to the church.    2 Cor 8,9

Give of first fruits  (shows faith that God will bring in the full harvest)

Grain = fruit of hard, sustained labor.

Oil, incense  Oil = Joy  (God loves a cheerful giver)  Incense ( prayer 2 Cor 9:12,14)

No yeast (yeast = sin and hypocricy.  1 Cor 5:6-8).  An offering tainted with greed or bad motives is better left out of the plate.

The Drink Offering (nesek)  =  pouring out our life in devotion to God.

Usually given with the grain offering.

Jesus made a drink offering:   Luke 22:20  “Which is poured out for you.”

Paul made a drink offering:  (Philippians 2:16,17)   2 Tim 4:6,7

The Fellowship Offering (peace offering)   Leviticus 3   = Celebrating the blessings of  having a relationship with God.     A pleasing aroma.

Voluntary.   A way to spontaneously celebrate some sort of blessing from God.

Sacrifice made, party happens, all must be finished that day.

Foreshadow:  We should take the time to celebrate on a daily basis the great blessings we have in God.  Do we need to remember to celebrate the little things?  Do we tend to forget the little blessings.

One big theme in the OT we tend to miss.  They had a lot of parties.  God was constantly telling them to celebrate, to party, to rest, to simply enjoy a relationship with God.  God wants us to be happy.   The blessings of being saved are awesome—amazing.  Do you celebrate these things on a regular basis.   Small parties, big parties, private parties,  

Jn 10:10   life to the full

Mark 10:29,30   one hundred fold

Eph 1:3  Every spititual blessing in this life!
Three types of fellowship offerings:

Free-will offering (22:23)  just fired up about God and giving an offering

Vow-offering  (Lev 7:16, 22:23)    given in anticipation of a future blessing

Thank-offering (Lev 7:11-15)   given in response to a specific blessing

The NT equivalent:

1 Thess 5:16     Rejoice always  (free-will)   Pray constantly (vow-offering)  give thanks in all circumstances (thank-offering)

Sacrifices for sin/blood offerings
The sweet savor sacrifices are foreshadows of our worship of God (and Jesus’)

These are never called a sweet savor.  The are a foreshadow of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ.    Bottom line, we have a sin problem separating us from God.  These sacrifices are about the sacrifice of Jesus for forgiveness of sins.

Before looking at the two sacrifices, one note.

These sacrifices did not and were  never intended to cover intentional sin.

Leviticus 4:1   4:13   When Israel or an individual sins unintentionally.

What about intentional sin?    Hebrews 10:26-31  Deliberate sin is a problem, even for us.   Be careful.

Sin Offering  (chatat)    Lev 4:1-5:13

In general, for offenses against God’s authority or territory.

Guilt Offering  (asham)

In general, for offenses against a fellow Israelite.

God saw sins against him and sins against our brother as equal.

The details.

The sin offering had to be an unblemished animal  (Jesus was unblemished)

The offender laid their hands on the animal.  (our sin was laid on Jesus  The Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all)

The offender actually killed the sacrifice. (God made this Jesus whom you crucified,   brought home the seriousness of the offense.  Offender sees the blood flowing on the ground is likely to remember the seriousness of the sin.  Are you remembering the price paid for your sin?

Blood sprinkled at the curtain in the temple and around the altar.   Kidneys and fat burned on the altar, the body was carried outside to be burned.   (Jesus was carried outside Jerusalem to be killed)  (Hebrews 13:11-13)

Guilt Offering (asham)

Similar to Sin Offering, but 

1.   there was no such thing as an offering for a group sin.  Only individual sins against each other were atoned for.  The point:  we are to take personal responsibility for our sins against one another

2. The offender had to make restitution to the person offended before bringing their sacrifice to the priest.  (Matthew 5:23,24)

XI  OT Priesthood prefigures the NT Priesthood.

The Priesthood of Levi is a prefigure of us as priests.

1 Pet 2:5  You also like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

1 Pet 2:9  You are a royal priesthood….

Rev 5:9-10  We are a kingdom of priests.  This was prophesied Exodus 19:6
Romans 15:15-16  We have the “priestly duty” of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

We can learn a lot about how God views us from what he did with the Levites.

1. They had no inheritance.  They were to rely on God alone for their sustenance.

2. God did this so that they would devote themselves fully to the work of the Lord.  2 Chron 31:4

3.  Lev 21:11  He must not enter a place where there is a dead body  (Jesus:  let the dead bury their dead)

4. Lev 21:11-12  He must not make himself unclean, even for his father or his mother, nor leave the sanctuary of his God or desecrate it, because he has been dedicated by the anointing oil of his God.

The Priesthood of Melchizedek is a prefigure of the priesthood of Jesus.

XII.  JEWISH FESTIVALS ARE A FORESHADOW OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

There were seven principle festivals/feasts in the Jewish Calendar.  God was really into his people celebrating their life in him!!!!   Let us take a hint and begin celebrating our relationship with God more!!!

Two categories:

One-day Festivals.  Purpose:   to celebrate and to remember a specific event in our relationship with God.

Passover, Feast of First Fruits,  Feast of Weeks (Pentecost),  Feast of Trumpets, Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)

Seven-day Festivals.  Purpose:  to celebrate aspects of our relationship with God.
Unleavened Bread, Feast of Tabernacles.
A. The Passover Pesach.  (already covered. see above.)
B.  The Feast of Firstfruits.    Leviticus 23:9-14.  This was a harvest feast.   They brought the very first green heads of the wheat crop as a confident statement that God will bring in the harvest.   An anticipation-of-the-harvest festival.

What is this a foreshadow of?    The Resurrection of Jesus!!!

Feast of Firstfruits is celebrated  “The day after the Sabbath (Leviticus 23:11)  What Sabbath?   The Passover Sabbath.  In other words, two days after the Passover meal.   Passover Meal (14th of Nisan),  Sabbath (15th of Nisan),  Feast of Firstfruits (16th of Nisan).

Guess what!   Jesus rose from the dead on the day of Firstfruits.

Not a coincidence.   Jesus:   the whole OT is about me.

Jesus is the firstfruits of those who will be harvested for eternal life.

God told us in Leviticus!!!!!

1 Corinthians 15:20,21    The resurrection of Jesus, like the feast of Firstfruits is a promise of a future harvest!

Easter?    Easter =  feast of firstfruits.  We should think of it in this way.

C  Feast of Unleavened Bread.   A 7-day feast.

Exodus 12:17-19   

For seven days no yeast is to be found in your house.   Most Jews think of this as part of the Passover

Feast of Unleavened Bread =  Celebrating a life lived free of sin.   

D   Feast of Weeks/Pentecost.  50 days after the Passover Sabbath (Pentecost) and seven weeks after Firstfruits (Weeks)(Leviticus 23:15-17)

The Feast of Weeks was a harvest festival.  It celebrated the first of the wheat harvest in late May.  Jews were to bring the first fruits of their harvest to offer in Jerusalem

Purpose for the Jews:  To remind them where their blessings come from.  To acknowledge that even though they do the work, God produces the crop.

Foreshadow for us:  Pentecost was a foreshadow of the beginning of the harvest of souls for eternity.

Pentecost was a foreshadow of the day of Pentecost  when the Church began.

Acts 2:38   The first gospel message preached.  The birthday of the church.

The physical harvest festival was a foreshadow of the spiritual harvest

Let us never forget the message of the Feast of Weeks:  (1 Cor 3:5-5)

“I planted, Apollos watered but God gave the increase.

E.  The Feast of Trumpets (rosh hashannah)

The Jewish New Year.

On the day of the New Moon, the ram’s horn was blown. (Lev 23:24,25)

Jewish tradition:   Rosh Hashannah was symbolic of God’s judgement.

It was a day devoted to reflection and repentance

Foreshadow:   The Feast of Trumpets is a foreshadow of the day Jesus comes again, bringing in the final Judgement.

The Feast of Trumpets is a foreshadow of Jesus!!!

The feast of Trumpets:   be ready!  You know not the day or the hour of God’s coming.

Matthew 24:30,31    God told us about the second coming of Jesus all the way back in Leviticus!!

1 Thess 4:15,16  …with the trumpet call of God.

F.  THE DAY OF ATONEMENT  (yom kippur)

  The most significant feast in the Jewish calendar.

This was the day God provided for forgiveness of his people.

Tremendous symbolism.

1.  High Priest sacrifices a bull and a lamb and sprinkles the blood at the altar and around the Holy Place.     The Priest had to have his sins forgiven before he could enter the Most Holy Place to make atonement for the people.

2.  Two goats selected.   One is killed.  His blood for the people.  The body burned outside the camp.

3.  Lay hands on the other goat, symbolically passing all the sin of the people for the entire year onto him.   Send this goat out of the camp into the wilderness.

4.  Put two handfuls of incense into a censer, surreptitiously placing it behind the curtain.   When the Holy of Holies is totally filled with smoke (making it safe to enter)

5.  High Priest enters Most Holy Place, scattering blood on the Mercy seat, making atonement for all the people for that year.

All this is a foreshadow, or course, of the work of Jesus.

1.  Jesus does not need a bull or a ram to forgive his sins.  He can walk right into the Holy of Holies.

2.  Jesus was sacrificed outside the camp, representing the putting of the sin of the people outside the camp.  God removes our sin from his presence.

3.  Jesus enters the heavenly Holy of Holies, once and for all…  No further need for daily, weekly, monthly or yearly sacrifice.   The work of atonement is done.

The Day of Atonement is a foreshadow of the day you, personally, are forgiven of all your sins.

Hebrews 9:11-15.    Amen and amen!!
G.  Feast of Tabernacles.     Symbolic of our relationship with God.  Enjoying the relationship with God we have because of the Day of Atonement.
XIII  Deuteronomy:  (A second reading of the Law)
Theme:  
I. Learning to rely on God: Be loyal to God as he has been loyal to you.  chesed love   

II. Blessings and Curses.

Setting:  The first generation has passed.  Moses is giving the Law to the generation which will enter and occupy the Promised Land.

Outline:

Ch 1-3
   Moses recounts the wanderings in the wilderness.

Ch 4-11   Do not forget your God.  God is great, not you.

Ch 12-27 The Law revisited (this is the meaning of the word Deuteronomy)

Ch 28-30  Blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience.

Ch 31-33  Farewell address of Moses.

Ch 34
     The death of Moses on Mt. Nebo.

God is preparing his people to live in a relationship with him.

Deuteronomy is a great source of quotes.  Great advice for living the life of a disciple of Jesus.
Deut 1:17  Do not be afraid of any man, for judgment belongs to God.
Deut 4:2  Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the Lord you God that I give you.
Deut 6:4-5 Man does not live on bread alone. This would be a theme verse.

The Lord is One (single-hearted) so be loyal (hesed) to him.

Deut 7:7-8  God has been loyal to you.  Be loyal to him.

Deuteronomy 8 is the Discipleship study of the Old Testament.  Esp 8:1-5

Learn to rely on him.  When you get wealthy, do not forget that the Lord gives you the ability to make wealth.

Also 9:4-6, 10:12-13  12:8  Advice for living the life of a disciple.

Deut 29:29 and many more. 

Deut 5:  The Ten Commandments revisited.

Deut 7:1-6  (also 7-8)   Make no treaty, show no mercy.
Q:  Application for us as Christians?

Q:  Why did God say to literally wipe them all out?

How should we view God’s commandment to wipe them all out?

Ex:  1 Samuel 15:2-3   “This is what the Lord of Hosts says: ‘I witnessed what the Amelekites did to the Israelites when they opposed them along the way as they were coming out of Egypt.  Now, go and attack the Amelekites, and completely destroy everything they have.  Do not spare them.  Kill men and women, children and infants, oxen and sheep, camels and donkeys.’”

That is tough stuff!

A few points on the subject:

1. If you are not bothered by this on some level, I am worried about you!

2. The argument that this is something terrible assumes that physical death is bad/evil.  This is a false assumption.  Sin is evil but death is not.  Death is a transition, hopefully, to something better.

3. This is the Creator talking here.  Like the father said to his kid:  I brought you into the world, and I can take you out!  God has every right to do as he wills.

4.  God has a perfect right to judge.

5. There is the issue of the religion of the Amelekites.  Sacrificing of children to Molech, worshipping gods by having sex with a prostitute in the temple, etc.

6. The situation for the children in this situation was hopeless.

7.  In the case of Amelek and other Canaanites, both God’s love and his justice demanded 

     that something be done.

8.  Either God was going to create a nation or he was not.   If God is going to have a “people,” then such people must have a physical land and must have an army. 


a. God’s plan is to choose a man, then a nation, through whom to send a savior.


    God’s plan to bless humanity through Jesus trumps all else.


b. It is sinful to take the life of another in anger, out of greed or selfishness, but it 

                is not necessarily sinful to take a life in war.

9.  Everything God did to Israel as a nation was to limit their ability to wage war.


a. No authority to establish an empire.


b. No standing army.


c. No cruelty, no abuse, no rape

Deut 28-30  Blessings and Curses    This sets the stage for the entire remainder of the OT
Deut 28:1f  Blessings for obedience  (read a few verses)
Deut 28:15f Curses for disobedience (read a few verses)
Note the prophecy  Deut 28:36-37.

Summary:  Deut 30:11-20.  This is the key to the Christian life.
[Summary #2  Deut 32:44-47.]
Death of Moses Deut 34:5-12.
Class #3    Conquering, Occupying and Living in the Promised Land  Joshua-2 Samuel

JOSHUA:   lit: The Lord Saves
Theme:  Victory of God’s people

Sub-theme:  Joshua: Leader of God’s people

Sub-theme:  Sin in the camp.

Outline:

Ch 1-5 
God prepares Joshua, Israel crosses the Jordan River.

Ch 6

Defeat of Jericho.

Ch 7,8

Achan’s sin and the battle of Ai.

Ch 9

Gibeonite deception.

Ch 10-12
Victory in Canaan.

Ch 13-22
Division of the land.

Ch 23,24
Joshua’s farewell address.

A quick little outline:

Ch 1  God strengthens Joshua.

Josh 1:6-9  Great advice to any leader of God’s people.  Joshua is the archetypal leader of God’s people.

Ch 2   Spying on Jericho.

Ch. 3  Crossing the Jordan.

Josh 3:7-8, 14-17.   What a dramatic scene!!!!   
Josh 4:2-7  12 stones of remembrance.

Note:  Joshua relies totally on God, yet he lays a wise and careful plan.  These two do not contradict.

Joshua:  Savior of Israel and prefigure of the Messiah:   Lit: the Lord Saves
Hebrew: Joshua  Aramaic: Jeshua  Greek: Jesus

Entering Canaan required a second savior (Joshua) and required passing through water.  (a type of baptism).  They were baptized into Joshua.  Heb 4:8-11 In Canaan = Sabbath rest with God.  KJV actually confused Joshua with Jesus here.
Note:  Joshua only partially conquered, and therefore the people had only a partial rest.  The full rest will be fulfilled in his antitype Jesus Hebrews 4:8-11.
Here is where I always tended to get lost…..   Once Israel got to the Jordan, the type and antitype seem to change.

Pentateuch:  Canaan = Heaven

Other OT:  Canaan = Kingdom of God.  How God deals with us individually and as a group.

From here in OT, Crossing Jordan becomes entering relationship with God

Jordan = baptism into Joshua

What did they do as soon as they got across?     Josh 5:2-3  Circumcised.  Circumcision is a prefigure of baptism.   Coincidence?  I don’t think so… 
Note:  The male children had not been circumcised the entire 40 years in the desert. Why?  So that God could create the symbolism of baptism/circumcision.
Coll 2:11,12  Paul describes an explicit type/antitype relationship.

Josh 5-6  Fall of Jericho.    .  A type of God’s people defeating our enemies. (2 Cor 10:3-6  We have spiritual weapons—don’t wage war as the world does.  Or do we…..)
Victory over physical enemies in OT = victory over spiritual “enemies” in NT  = making Christians

Q:How many times did they march around the city?

Q:  Why did God have them march around the city?  (so they would know that victory is of God)

Note this little scene:  Josh 6:26  (fulfilled in 1 Kings 16:34)

Note on archaeology and Joshua:

B. The ruins of Jericho and of Hazor

Archaeologists:  Very little evidence of massive destruction in Canaan around 1400 BC

Bible.  The Jews only destroyed Jericho Ai and Hazor.

Guess what cities archaeologists have discovered were burned at that time?  (Ai site not known)

Hazor:  up to 10 feet of ashes!!  

Archaeologist Ben Tor:   “There is evidence of massive destruction.  I once called it the mother of all destructions.  In Hazor, wherever you come to the end of the Canaanite, you come upon this destruction.  It is an unbelievable destruction… it left behind a thick debris of ashes. There was a terrible fire in the palace. So much so, that the bricks vitrified and some of the clay vessels melted.

Jericho:

1. The city was strongly fortified in the Late Bronze I period, the time of the Conquest according to the biblical chronology (Joshua 2:5,7,15).
 
2. The city was massively destroyed by fire (Joshua 6:24).
 
3. The fortification walls collapsed at the time the city was destroyed, possibly by earthquake activity (Joshua 6:20).
 
4. The destruction occurred at harvest time, in the spring, as indicated by the large quantities of grain stored in the city (Joshua 2:6, 3:15, 5:10).
 
5. The siege of Jericho was short, as the grain stored in the city was not consumed (Joshua 6:15,20).
 
6. Contrary to what was customary, the grain was not plundered, in accordance to the command given to Joshua (Joshua 6:17,18).
Joshua 7:Sin in the camp.  Achan’s sin.

Josh 7  Israel (pridefully?) sends only 3000 men (Josh 7:4)

Defeated.   v. 5.  “At this the hearts of the people melted and became like water.”

7:10-12.  Sin in the camp.      What does that say about our sin and about the responsibility of the leaders of the church?

What should we do with things which are devoted to God? (everything we have if you are a disciple)

Ch 8-22  Victories and blessings in the land.   Sun standing still (Ch 10), hailstones,  The “hornet”   Caleb, “now give me this hill country 14:10,ff etc…Defeat Southern kings.  Defeat Northern kings….
A lot of details which are boring to us, but to the Israelites, this is awesome stuff!!!  
Remember:  These victories are symbols of our spiritual victories.  Josh 23:9-13.
But… Gibeonite deception (ch. 9)   Some of the land was not taken. (Ch 13)  This was to create a big problem later for Israel.  Not until the time of Solomon did they completely destroy all the outsiders.

Ch 23,24   Joshua’s farewell address.   Josh 24:14,15  A godly leader takes a potentially unpopular stand.
JUDGES: 
Theme:   God’s people with and without a godly leader.

Theme verse:  negative:  Judges 21:25

Theme verse:   positive:   Judges 5:2   Human leaders are not a bad thing!
JUDGES:

Theme:  God’s people with and without a godly leader.    Apostasy.

Outline:

Ch 1,2 

Compromise with “the world”, disobedience and defeat.

Ch 3

Ehud

Ch 4,5

Deborah

Ch 6-8

Gideon

Ch 9

Abimelech        The worst kind of leader.

Ch 10-12
Jephthah

Ch 13-16
Samson

Ch 17-21
Further misadventures in Israel without a godly ruler.

Othniel Ehud, Shamgar Ibzan, Abdon, Elon, Deborah, Gideon,Jair Jephthah, Samson 
I.  The Pattern:   Judges 2:6-16.   We need to keep teaching about God and Jesus.  It only 






takes one generation.

2:16.  The Lord raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders.   Multiple prefigures of the Messiah.    

A typical example:  Judges 10:11-16.

God is not complimenting us here.  We are “like sheep without a shepherd.”
Lessons:    Boldness of Ehud who killed Eglon.

Leadership of Deborah.  If the men will not take the lead, God will raise up a woman!


(Is Deborah a prefigure of the Messiah?  What about Esther?)

Gideon:     Relying on God or relying on your own power.

What a great story!!!  6:11-16  My clan is the weakest in Menassah and my family is the weakest in our clan.

7:2  You have too many soldiers.  32,000   10,000   300.  7:17  Defeats Midian with 300.

Jephthah:    too quick to speak.  Could not take back his promise.

Samson:  Great leader, great potential, but flirting with the world.  Fascination with 

       relationships outside the church.   If God’s leader messes with worldliness, he will lose everything and God’s people will be defeated.
II.    Samson.    A prefigure of the Messiah.
a.  A judge (king) who saved Israel.
b.  Samson a Nazirite,  Jesus from Nazareth  same Hebrew word, meaning dedicated or devoted.

c. Specifically, Samson saved Israel from the Philistines.

d.  Look at Judges 16:30.  Samson gives his life to save Israel.  Coincidence?  

     I think not.  Samson had no idea of the symbolism.
RUTH:

Late during the period of the Judges--about 1150 BC

Theme:   The lineage of David.   God is sending the Messiah, bringing salvation. Ruth 1:2  They were Ephrathites (Bethlehem Ephtathah) 
God’s providence is preserving the line of the Messiah.

God is using the faith of women to bring about his plan.

God is our kinsman-redeemer.  Again, hesed   Loyalty
4:13-15  David’s great grandmother was a Gentile.
Ruth 4:16-21  The genealogy of David.

For the Jews, this is the story of the lineage of David.  For us it is the story of the lineage of Jesus.

I,II Samuel, I Chronicles.

[Aside: 1,2 Chronicles were written after the return from captivity, cover nearly the identical material, but much more from the perspective of Judah.  We are not specifically covering these books)

Theme:  God’s plan to bless his people.  God sends a savior for his people.

Sub theme:  an ungodly leader (Saul) and a godly leader (David)

Outline:

1 Sam 1-9
Samuel, Priest, Prophet and Judge

1 Sam 10-15    Rise and Fall of Saul, the first king of Israel.

1 Sam 16-29    David anointed as king and persecuted by Saul.

1 Sam 30-2 Sam 1   Death of Saul.

2 Sam 2-10      David, King of Israel.

2 Sam 11-21    David’s sins and the consequences.

2 Sam 22-24    David’s accomplishments.

These are the “glory days” for Israel.  Samuel, David, Solomon.

1.  Samuel  

a. Prophet, Priest and King (Judge)
The last Judge and the first Prophet.
b. Born of a barren woman Hannah (think about how many examples Sarah, Rachel, Rebeccah).    Jesus of a virgin.

c. Dedicated to God from birth.  A nazarite.

2.  David.    Jews considered him the most obvious prefigure of the Messiah.



(Mathew 12:23  Could this be the son of David?)



(Ezekiel 37:24,25)  David my servant

a. A shepherd    Note how David killed a lion and a bear when they attacked the sheep.  Mesianic prefigure!!    (I am the good shepherd.  I lay down my life for my sheep)  

b.  Born in Bethlehem

c.  a. Anointed as king   (Messiah = masah = anointed) at a very young age.


1 Sam 16:13  The Spirit descended on David.  Coincidence?

d.  Saved Israel from slavery to Philistia.   Killed Goliath

e.  Saved Israel again in 2 Sam 24   I will not sacrifice to the Lord burnt offering that cost me nothing.

f.  This was on Mt. Moriah, the same hill as Abraham and Jesus!!!

g.  Physical king of Jerusalem.  Jesus spiritual king of Jerusalem.

h.  Brought the ark (brought God) to Jerusalem.  So did Jesus!!!

i.  Persecuted by God’s people.  Very similar to Jesus (Psalms 2:1,2  Psalms 22

Key events:

1.  1 Sam 1-3 Miraculous birth and ministry of Samuel.

Ch 5. An interesting event:  The ark of God vs. Dagon.

2.  1 Sam Ch 8   Israel asks for a king.     Samuel:  be careful what you ask for.  We do 

 


not need to be like the world.
3.  1 Sam Ch 15 Saul disobeys and is rejected as king by God.

   

Saul started out well.  He was humble (1 Sam 10:20-24)



not evil but unspiritual.  No matter how talented, good looking—no matter how good a natural leader, if he is not spiritual, do not put him in a leadership position.
(great story of leadership and friendship 1 Sam Ch 14 Jonathan)

Ch 15  Saul rejected for disobedience.  Classic verses 15:13-15, 22-23.  
David anointed Ch 16.   Man looks at the outward appearance, The Lord looks at the heart.

Why  wait several years (approx. 17 yrs) to get rid of  Saul?  David is being prepared to be king.  A good heart is not enough.  Reliance on God is needed.   Similar themes to Deuteronomy.

1 Sam 17  David and Goliath.  Faith, boldness and relying on God.  Classic text 17:47.
1 Sam 18  Saul tries to kill David.    Jealousy.


David has two chances to kill Saul.  Ch 24 (in cave), 26:7-11 (in camp)
many psalms written during this time  Ps 18

1 Sam 31, 2 Sam 1  Saul and Jonathan killed.    David mourns!!!!  (2 Sam 1:26)  

 (A Tale of Two Kings   Edwards)
[God’s Judgment of Saul:  1 Chron 10:13,14.]
2 Sam 2-10  David’s many victories.

2 Sam 7:12-16  God’s covenant with David.  “I will raise up your offspring…Your house and yoru kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.  A covenant with the family of David.

2 Sam 11,12  Sin with Bathsheba, confrontation by Nathan.   Psalms 51.



2 Sam 12:1-6   David receives his penalty.

The rest of 2 Samuel is about the penalty for David’s sin.  Our sin can hurt other people.


Ch 13  Son Amnon rapes ½ sister Absolom kills him


Ch 15-18  Absolom rebels and is killed.

2 Sam 24:10-20.  David’s foolish census.  David offers a sacrifice at the threshold of Araunah.  I refuse to offer a sacrifice that costs me nothing.
Epilogue:    1 Chron 29:10f   David’s faith.   Sort of like Joshua’s farewell.

I,II Kings, II Chronicles.
Theme:  Rebellion against God and God’s judgement on his people.

In these books, Israel sins and God judges Israel.
Outline I and II Kings:

1 Kings 1-11    Solomon, son of Bathsheeba, King of Israel.

1 Kings 12
 The kingdom of Israel is divided under Rehoboam.

1 Kings 13-2 Kings 16 The divided kingdom. Israel (Samaria, Ephraim) and 




Judah.

2 Kings 17        Northern Kingdom (Samaria) destroyed by Assyria.

2 Kings 18-24   Judah alone.  Hezekiah, Josiah
2 Kings 25        The fall of Jerusalem and Judah to Babylon.
Key events in 1 Kings
1.  Solomon builds and dedicates the temple (David lived too violent a life for God to use him to build the temple).  1 Kings 3:5-9 2 Chron 1:7-13 (“Ask for whatever you want…”),  
Solomon’s reign was one of glory for Israel, and it was one of relative peace.

1 Kings 8  The temple dedicated 1 Kings 8:10,11   (2 Chron 5:11-6:6)  The glory days!!!
2.  But….    1 Kings 11:1-3    Solomon has many non-Israelite wives.         Even a great leader can fall.     Involvement with the world will kill you spiritually.

Q:    will our glory days end?

Lesson:  Even a great leader can lose his convictions and fall away.

3.  God’s kingdom divided. 1 Kings 12  2 Chron 10  Rehoboam (931-913 BC) takes the throne.  Listens to bad advice.   Raises taxes.    Jereboam (931-910 BC)  rebels.

This story is at least as much about an unspiritual leader as it is about the foolishness of youth. 2 Chron 12:1  He “abandoned the Law of the Lord.”

a.   Northern Kingdom Jereboam (10 tribes?)  Israel   Ephraim (most influential 








tribe)    Samaria (capital)

b.  Southern Kingdom  Rehoboam (2+ tribes)   Judah, Simeon, Benjamin, Levi
Kings of Israel and Judah
	Saul
	1050-1010 BC

	David
	1010-970

	Solomon
	970-930


	Judah (and Benjamin)
	Israel (Ten Northern Tribes)

	King
	Reign
	Character
	Prophets
	King
	Reign
	Character
	Prophets

	1. Rehoboam
	931-913
	17 years
	Bad
	Shemaiah
	1. Jeroboam I
	931-910
	22 years
	Bad
	Abijah

	2. Abijah
	913-911
	3 years
	Bad
	
	2. Nadab
	910-909
	2 years
	Bad
	

	3. Asa
	911-870
	41 years
	Good
	
	3. Baasha
	909-886
	24 years
	Bad
	

	
	4. Elah
	886-885
	2 years
	Bad
	

	
	5. Zimri
	885
	7 days
	Bad
	

	
	6. Omri
	885-874*
	12 years
	Bad
	Elijah Micaiah

	4. Jehoshaphat
	870-848*
	25 years
	Good
	
	7. Ahab
	874-853
	22 years
	Bad
	

	5. Jehoram
	848-841*
	8 years
	Bad
	
	8. Ahaziah
	853-852
	2 years
	Bad
	

	6. Ahaziah
	841
	1 years
	Bad
	
	9. Joram
	852-841
	12 years
	Bad
	Elisha

	7. Athaliah
	841-835
	6 years
	Bad
	
	10. Jehu
	841-814
	28 years
	Bad
	

	8. Joash
	835-796
	40 years
	Good
	Joel
	11. Jehoahaz
	814-798
	17 years
	Bad
	Jonah Amos Hosea

	9. Amaziah
	796-767
	29 years
	Good
	
	12. Jehoash
	798-782
	16 years
	Bad
	

	10. Uzziah (Azariah)
	767-740*
	52 years
	Good
	Isaiah
Micah
	13. Jeroboam II
	782-753*
	41 years
	Bad
	

	11. Jotham
	740-732*
	16 years
	Good
	
	14. Zechariah
	753-752
	6 mo
	Bad
	

	12. Ahaz
	732-716
	16 years
	Bad
	
	15. Shallum
	752
	1 mo
	Bad
	

	13. Hezekiah
	716-687
	29 years
	Good
	
	16. Menahem
	752-742
	10 years
	Bad
	

	14. Manasseh
	687-642*
	55 years
	Bad
	Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
	17. Pekahiah
	742-740
	2 years
	Bad
	

	15. Amon
	642-640
	2 years
	Bad
	
	18. Pekah
	740-732*
	20 years
	Bad
	

	16. Josiah
	640-608
	31 years
	Good
	
	19. Hoshea
	732-712
	9 years
	Bad
	

	17. Jehoahaz
	608
	3 mo
	Bad
	
	722 BC Fall of Samaria to Assyria

	18. Jehoiakim
	608-597
	11 years
	Bad
	Daniel
Ezekiel 
Jeremiah
	* Co-regency

	19. Jehoiachin
	597
	3 mos
	Bad
	
	

	20. Zedekiah
	597-586
	11 years
	Bad
	
	

	Destruction of Jerusalem, 9th Av, 586 BC, Babylonian Captivity
	


The Last Five Kings of Judah
	1. Josiah
Reigned 31 years (640-609 BC)

	2. Jehoahaz (Shallum)
Reigned 3 months (609 BC)
Taken prisoner to Egypt by Pharaoh Neco
	3. Jehoiakim (Eliakim)
Reigned 11 years (609-598 BC)
Died in Jerusalem
	5. Zedekiah
Reigned 11 years (597--586 BC)
Taken prisoner to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar

	4. Jehoichin (Jeconiah, Coniah)
Reigned 3 months (December 9, 598 - March 16, 597 BC)
Taken prisoner to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar (with Ezekiel)
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4.  Northern Kingdom very sinful.  Idolatry, Asherah worship.   Jezebel, Ahab,   God 
            sends many prophets.


(Hosea, Amos, Obadiah, Micah, Joel, Elijah, Elishah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah….)     God is very patient.  God will do almost anything to get us back.
5.  2 Kings 17    Israel/Samaria destroyed 722 BC.  Thousands deported.  Thousands of pagans imported.  (   Samaritans.    2 Kings 17:6-8    Theme of Kings?

They/we should have known…   Deut 28:36,49-57

God is very patient with us.  He will send messengers into our life, but there are limits to God’s patience.  It is time for Judgement.

6.  Hezekiah, a faithful king, saves Judah from Sennacherib.   Isaiah 36-38  

 2 Kings 18-20   2 Chron 29-33.

7.  Josiah, a faithful king, saves Judah.  2 Chron 34,35  2 Kings 23

8.  But…. 120 years later, God’s patience with Judah runs out.


a. 605 BC  Nebuchadnezzar besieges Jerusalem.  Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego exiled to Babylon.     Ezekiel?


b.  597 BC  Rebellion, further attack and exile under Nebuchadnezzar.


c.  586 BC  Zedekiah foolishly rebels.  Nebuchadnezzar destroys Jerusalem.  2 Kings 25  Jeremiah 52.  (Read Jer 52:1-13)



Message:   when God blesses you, do not take it for granted.  He will take 

    

away your blessings, and if that does not work, you will be judged!
Class #4 The Prophets:

Prophet = spokesperson, one who speaks for another   
Exodus 4:16  Exodus 7:1  Aaron was Moses’ prophet.

John the Baptist is “the voice of one calling in the desert” (Luke 3:4)  This is the voice and the message of a prophet.

A prophet is the speaker of and for God.  The prophet was to tell the will of God, not to predict the future.

A prophet does more forth telling than fore telling.

Jer.20:9- “Fire in my bones.”

Thus the verb nibba = prophesy  one who has been called or appointed to proclaim as a herald the message of God Himself. 

A seer (forth-teller)    Deuteronomy 18:22 If what that prophet speaks does not come to pass….

The message of the prophets:

Repentance  Joel 2:12-14  Zechariah 1:2-6

The Day of the Lord: Doom, Judgement   Obadiah 4,  Amos 5:2   Amos 3:2 Micah 3:12  Zephaniah 1:14-18

Salvation, Deliverance   Amos 9:11-14,  Hoseah 2:14-23  Micah 4:1-2  Joel 2:32, Nahum 1:15  Zechariah 9:9

The prophets were outspoken advocates of social justice.

Some delivered their message to Israel.

Hosea, Amos

Some spoke to Judah.

Isaiah, Micah, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel

Some spoke to Gentiles/other nations

Jonah, Obadiah (Edom), Daniel

Prophets to Israel/The Northern Kingdom:
Hosea:  The Love of God Demonstrated.

Theme:  Our unfaithfulness to God and God’s grace and love for us. 
Hosea in Hebrew =  Joshua = Jesus = salvation, deliverance

His life is a symbol of God’s relationship with man in Jesus.

Hosea and Gomer is a symbol of God and Israel.

1:2  Go and marry an adulterous wife and even accept children the result of her adultery.

1:4  Gomer bears Hosea a son named Jezreel =  vengeance

1:6-7  Gomer bears Lo Ruhamah = not loved.   There is no more 

1:8-9  A son  Lo-Ammi  = Not my people
A depressing situation.  Yet…

Hosea 3:1-5   As with God, so with Hosea.  Go show your love to your wife and buy her back for the prostitute’s price.
Hosea now understands the nature of God’s love.  This is how God treats us.
11:1   I called you out of Egypt.   (Matthew 2:15)

11:8  How can I give you up?  My compassion is aroused.  
Amos

From Judah, but a prophet to the North.
Themes:

1.  Insincere worship is an insult to God.  I despise your feasts… assemblies (5:21-23)

2.  God”s servant must demonstrate social justice.
Corollary:  Privelege brings responsibility.  (3:2)  You only have I known of all the families on the earth.  Therefore I will visit upon you all your iniquities.”  
Message:  Samaria is doomed  (because of its sinfulness and lack of social justice)
Context: In days of Uzziah and Jereboam II. Golden age of wealth and power from Samaria.

Amos 5:14-15 Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then the Lord God Almighty will be with you, just as you say he is.  Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the courts. Perhaps the Lord God Almighty will have mercy on the remnant of Joseph.

Amos 6:1Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on Mount Samaria, you notable men of the foremost nation, to whom the people of Israel come!
Jonah

Theme:  The grace of God.

Subtheme:  Repentance and salvation is for the Gentiles too!

Subsubtheme:  You cannot run from God.

Subsubsubtheme:  Our loyalty should be to God, not our country.

Historical setting:    About 782 BC  Assyria was in a fairly brief period of partial decline.  Assyria itself was in a time of failure and disappointment—open to the “gospel?” Prepared to repent?  

But do not forget, Assyria was the avowed and hated enemy of Israel!

Nineveh:  The greatest city in the world at that time.  1800 acres, 100 ft. high walls.  7.5 miles around.  120,000+ inhabitants?  Chariots could drive three across on top of the wall.  Jonah 3:3 “a visit required 3 days”

Jonah:  a prefigure of the Messiah.

Jonah is like Jesus:

1. Matthew 12:39-41    “For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the 

    belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights 

    in the heart of the earth.”

2. John 7:52  “Are you from Galilee, too?  Look into it, and you will find 

    that a prophet does not come out of Galilee.

Actually, Jonah, the prefigure of the Messiah, came from Gath-Hepher, about 4 miles north of Nazareth. (2 Kings 14:25)

It is amazing that Jonah even made it into the OT.

3.  Sleeping in a boat during a massive storm which could very well kill all 

     those in the boat.  (Luke 8:23)  “As they sailed, he fell asleep.  A squall 

     came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they 

     were in great danger.

4.  Right before he offered his life, they were gambling at his feet. (Jonah 

     1:7 and Luke 23:34)

5.  Calmed the storm.  (Jonah 1:15 the raging storm grew calm, Mark 4:39

     “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm)

6.  Most important of all, he willingly offered his life to save the Gentiles 

     Jonah 1:12   “Pick me up and throw me into the sea.”

Outline of Jonah:

Ch 1  Running from God

Ch 2  Running to God

Ch 3  Running with God

Ch 4  Running ahead of God.

Jonah 1

Jonah 1:1-3   Go and preach against Nineveh.

Jonah went in the exact opposite direction.

Q:  Why did Jonah flee?

Point:  It is possible to hate what God hates, but not love what God loves.

Q:  How might we be like Jonah?

Jonah 1:4-17     God is in control.  (note, the lot fell to Jonah!)  You cannot escape from God.

Busted.

Message:  God may ask you to do something you desperately do not want to do.  Do it anyway!

For me, it is public evangelizing and confronting sin in certain circumstances.

Notice 1:14   Please do not hold us accountable.  You have done as you pleased.   A lot like us and the death of Jesus.

Jonah 2     Repentance, Grace and Salvation.

Rhetotical Q:  Why did Jonah wait three days to repent?

Remember, we too, like Jonah have been lost—tossed by the waves and destined to be swallowed up and die.

V 8,9  to paraphrase.    Those horrible heathens do not deserve to be saved, but if you INSIST, I will go.

You would think Jonah would be humbled and very grateful.

You would think he would get the idea that God loves these people too.

Q:  Again, how might we be like Jonah?

Jonah 3

Apparently, Jonah had reneged on his promise.  God had to tell him one more time.     Us:  OK fine, I will share my faith, but do not expect me to do it with a good attitude!

3:1-9

v. 3   Jonah obeyed.    Did he really?

Q:  What was Jonah’s message?

Did he preach repentance?    Did he preach salvation?

Jonah must have been a really awesome preacher!!!!

But remember (as you evangelize) their hearts were prepared.

Look what the most hated, violent, arrogant man in the world did!!!   Get a vision!!!

3:10    God relented bringing disaster on them.

Jonah is fired up that his work has brought about the salvation of 100,000 people, right?

Jonah 4

4:1-3     Jonah having a self-pity party.    Why is Jonah angry?    Again, how might we be like this?

I am so mad that you are gracious and slow to anger (towards my enemies, of course, please be gracious and slow to anger toward me!)

4:4-5    Jonah waiting for the destruction, wanting to be the first to bring the happy news to Israel.   

These Catholics went to hell.  Cool!   These gangsters or fill in the blank.

The key passage in Jonah is 4:6-12     The Grace of God.

v. 6  Q:  How has god provided a vine for our own shade?

v. 7-9  Now, God is disciplining us rather than showering blessings on us.  How will we react to that?   (Hebrews 12:6   The Lord disciplines those he loves)

Q:  Are you more concerned with your own comfort than with the salvation of souls?

v. 10-11   Summary:     God even cares about the cattle!   Should we not have deep concern for this city?

Prophets to Judah   Isaiah, Micah, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Joel, Nahum
Isaiah

Isaiah prophesied during the reigns of four kings of Judah: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (mainly about 740–690s BC)
Isaiah, the eighth-century Israelite prophet from Judah, has given his name to this book as its composer. His name means “The Lord Saves” in Hebrew.
Theses in Isaiah:

Sinfulness of Judah and Jerusalem

Appeal to repent and turn to God

If not, judgment is coming

The Messiah is coming

God rules the nations

►Key Text: 1:19–20
Isaiah 1:3-4  The ox knows its master, the donkey knows its owner’s manger, but Israel does not know, my people do not understand. Woe to the sinful nation, a people whose guilt is great, a bood of evildoers, children given to corruption!  They have forsaken the Lord; they have spurned the Holy One of Israel and turned their backs on him.

Is 1:16-17  Wash and make yourselves clean.  Take your evil deeds out of my sight; stop doing wrong.  Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow. 

Isaiah predicted important details of the first coming of the Messiah. Especially noteworthy are his prophecies of the virgin birth (7:14); the child born to be Prince of Peace (9:6–7); God’s Spirit on the Branch (11:1–2); the gentleness of the Servant (42:1–4); and the suffering of the Servant (52:13–53:12).

According to Payne the book of Isaiah contains 111 separate predictions. Of the 1,292 verses in the book, 754 (59%) deal with future events. Among the more important Messianic prophecies in this book are the following:

1. The future temple which attracts Gentiles (2:2–4).

2. The glorious Branch (4:2–6).

3. The virgin birth of Immanuel (7:13–14).

4. The dawning of a new day in the birth of a child (9:1–7).

5. The Shoot of the stem of Jesse (11:1–10).

6. The conversion of Gentiles (19:18–25).

7. The new Jerusalem (54:9–13; 60:19–22).

8. The marriage supper of the Lamb (25:6–8; 26:19).

9. The ministry of the Messiah (42:1–4).

10. The Servant as a light to the Gentiles (49:1–13).

11. The willing obedience of the Servant (50:4–11).

12. The redemption achieved by the Servant (52:13–53:12).

13. The promises made to David to be fulfilled (55:1–5).

14. Converted heathen to become leaders in worship (66:19–23)

Isaiah 40:1-5  A message of comfort. A voice of one calling in the wilderness: prepare the way for the Lord. John the Baptist is coming. (also Malachi 4)

Isaiah 42:1-4   The gentle Messiah  A bruised reed he will not break.

Isaiah 44:28 - 45:8  My servant Cyrus.  Cyrus is figuratively the Messiah who saves.

Cyrus = shepherd

Why use a pagan to fulfill his promises?

45:3 so you may know that I am the Lord.

God rules the nations.

Isaiah 49  A great evangelism passage.

Then, of course, there is Isaiah 52:13-53:12.

Social justice:   Isaiah 58:5-8

Isaiah 61:1   Quoted in Luke 4:18

Isaiah 65:17-20  The Kingdom is Coming.
Micah

Micah = Who is like Jehovah?

1:14 from Moresheth Gath, near Gath, 20 miles southwest of Jerusalem.  From Judah to Judah.

“He had Hosea’s loving heart and Amos’ heart for social justice.

Younger contemporary of Isaiah.   About 735-715 BC.  Both before and after destruction of Samaria (722 BC).     Much abuse of the poor by the rich.  Judges accepting bribes.  Judah waffling between trusting Egypt and Assyria.  The wealthy think their wealth and power will protect them from danger. (Micah 3:11).

Theme:  Those who live luxurious lives and seek to placate God through offering money are vampires in the sight of God—sucking the life out of the poor.

Outline   Judgment and Blessing
First cycle

Judgment (1:1–2:11) Trust in themselves

Blessing (2:12–13) Gather a remnant

 Second cycle

Judgment (3:1–12) Unjust Rulers

Blessing (4:1–5:15) Just Ruler is Coming

Third cycle

Judgment (6:1–7:7) God requires

Blessing (7:8–20) God Saves

God contrasts himself with the cruelty and injustice of Judah’s rich.  “The best of them is as a brier.”

Important scriptures which should be know:
Micah 3:12  Zion will be plowed as a field.

Micah 5:2  But you Bethlehem…

Micah 6:8  He has showed you, O man, what is good.  And what does Jehovah require of you?  To act justly, and to love mercy,and to walk humbly with your God.
Joel

Fairly obscure date.  Jo-el  means Jehovah is God.  Preached to Southern Kingdom.

1:2-2:17   Plague of four kinds of locusts.  Old locusts, newly hatched, crawler, flier.

Describes an actual, literal plague of locusts and makes an application to the future.

1915 plague in Jerusalem.  Nat Geographic.  From border of Egypt to Taurus Mts.  Loud noise first, then sun darkened, showers of excrement fell.  April 15, every male 16-60 had to collect 5 kilograms of locust eggs daily.   Every green leaf disappeared.

Introduces the idea of The Day of the Lord.  Mentioned 5 times  (1:15, 2:1,11,31, 3:14)

The Day of the Lord signifies  “The moment when Jehovah grasps the reigns, which he seems to have held slackly before, when the currents of his moral rule, which have been running sluggishly, receive a mysterious quickening, and the Lord’s work on the earth is at last fully performed.”

Or   “The Day in which Jehovah will manifest himself as God.”

The Day of the Lord is one before which one ought to consider repenting. (2:12-17)

Describes prophetically the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Acts 2:16f.

Nahum

Nahum the Elkoshite.  From Elko?   Nothing known.  Nahum = “comforter.”

Carried away in the deportation of Sargon? (722 BC) or Tiglath Pileser? (734 BC)

Setting:   Nahum 3:8-10  After fall of Thebes to the Asyrians under Assurbanipal (663 BC) but before the destruction of Nineveh (612 BC).  Probably closer to 663 BC.  Assurbanipal boasted of his excessive cruelty.  He describes tearing off the lips and limbs of conquered kings., forced three captured Elamite kings to drag his chariot through the streets, compelled a prince to wear the severed head of his father around his neck.  No other king, EVEN of Assyria boasted of such outrageous war crimes.  Assyrians the cruelest of Near Eastern empires.  They had boasted “space failed for corpses.” They made “pyramids of human heads”  They “covered pillars with the flayed skins of their rivals.”

Nineveh.  Opposite the Tigris from modern day Mosul, founded by Nimrod (Genesis 10:11).  Capital of Assyria 1100-880 and 705-612 BC.  7.5 mi circumference walls; three chariots abreast wide.

Obadiah

Message:   God Rules the Nations 

Submessage:  Judgment on God’s enemies and deliverance for God’s people.

Outline:

I  Judgment on Edom.  v 1-16

II Deliverance for Israel.   v 17-21

Historical context:  Edom and others have attacked and sacked Jerusalem.  The enemies of Israel are the Philistines, Edom.  2 Chron 21:8-10, 16-17

v. 3 You who live in the cleft of the rocks = Edom (Petra, Bozrah for example)

Synonyms:  Edom, Esau, Teman (chief clan of Edom at that time)

The sins of Edom:  a. pride v. 3  b. violence against God’s people v. 10   c. standing aloof while others suffer v. 11    

What did Edom trust in?  Riches, military might, physical defenses, wisdom and allies.

What should we trust in?  God!!!!

God’s message to the arrogant:  Obadiah 4   “Though you soar like the eagle and make your nest among the stars, from there I will bring you down.

This is the supposedly prosperous, happy, materialistic people around us.  Do not be deceived by their sleek look.  They are coming down!

What will happen to the arrogant; those who oppose God’s people?  Read v. 8-16.

v. 15 The Day of the Lord:  a constant theme in the twelve.  Judgment.

It looks bad for Israel right now but;   v. 17  But on Mt Zion (Jerusalem) will be deliverance.     Read v 17-21.  

Prophets of the Exile
Jeremiah (627-580 BC) 

Lamentations 

Ezekiel (593-573 BC)

Daniel (605-535 BC)
Ezekiel

Resources:

The Book of Ezekiel   Jim McGuiggan  Montex Publishers

Ezekiel   The NIV Application Commentary   Iain M. Duguid

Jerusalem has been defeated.  Ezekiel advises submitting to Nebuchadnezzar (and therefore to the Lord’s discipline).  If not, then Jerusalem will be completely destroyed.  This is, in fact, what happened. (Ezek 33:21-22).

Jehoiachin the child king is in exile and his uncle Zedekiah is on the throne as a regent.  Ezekiel went into exile with Jehoiachin. 

Zedekiah is a very weak king (Jeremiah “a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways”).  He rules as a puppet and seems unable to control his people.  They force him to rebel against Nebuchadnezzar.

Themes in Ezekiel:

1. The sovereignty/glory of God. (Ezek 1:4f).    Ezek 8-11 explains why the glory of God must leave the temple.    God’s sovereignty demands both the destruction of Jerusalem and the salvation of God’s remnant.

2. The utter sinfulness of human beings.  Israel sinful from birth (23:3) and worse than Sodom (16:46-48)   Ezekiel 23 is so graphic it is offensive to some.   

3. The inescapability (and justice) of God’s judgment.  This is the main theme of Ch 1-24  They will be burnt to a crisp (Ezek 24)  Even Noah, Daniel and Job could only save themselves! (Ezek 14:12-20 (esp v. 14)     They are being judged, not for sins of their fathers, but for sins they were committing on an on-going basis (Ezek 18, 33)

Points #2,3 are virtually absent from today’s preaching, even in our churches.  This is something to take note of.  A healthy balance of teaching on grace, love, peace as well as fear, holiness and judgment are called for.

4. The return of the King and the restoration of God’s remnant to glory.     Ex  A few hairs tucked away  5:3    the faithful marked 9:4.      The announcement of good news, importantly, only follows after the announcement of the destruction of Jerusalem (Ezek 24, 33:21-22   A new covenant, new heart, new spirit Ezek 37:1-14   Judah will be back in Eden Ezek 38-39  (like Rev 22:1-6)

Captivity motif

Exile motif     There is a sense in which we live in exile

Remnant motif     We, as disciples, are a remnant.

Captivity:  Egypt = Babylon = Rome

God sends you back into the world to be disciplined by the world, since you will not accept his discipline.

Books about victory and conquest and restoration (Joshua, Exodus, Nehemiah, 1,2 Samuel) are more popular than books about defeat and exile (Jeremiah and Ezekiel), but we need these books.  We need reminders of immanent judgment and of surviving in exile.  As Christians in the post-Christian age, the books of Ezekiel and Jeremiah become more relevant!  

Outline:

Ezek Ch 1-24  Jerusalem must fall.   The end of the road.

Ezek Ch 25-32  Judah’s enemies must fall as well.   

Ezek Ch 33 Bridge from Ch 24 to Ch 34

Ezek Ch 34-48  Jerusalem must be comforted.  The Messiah will come and will save a remnant.  The end of the road is not the end of the story.

Ezekiel 1

Ezekiel 1:1  30 years old when he began his ministry as a prophet.  (also the age when he could act as a priest)

5th year of Jehoiachin’s exile   592 BC

Ezekiel was born 622 BC

Ezekiel has been in captivity already for five years, with 10,000 captives:  the “cream of the crop” of Israel. (2 Kings 24:14)

One would think that Israel would have been softened up by now.  One would be wrong

Ezek 1:4-28  Ezekiel sees the glory of God—a prerequisite for being a prophet of God.

This is a vision of God on his throne, surrounded by the cherubim, coming in judgment.  It is the Day of the Lord.

On the throne, surrounded by the cherubim (Rev 4:6f).  The roving chariot symbolizes that God can be anywhere.    Like other ancient kings who brought their throne with them as they traveled.   

The cherubim are the ones who guard God’s holiness (they guard Eden, they were worked into the curtain in front of the Holy of Holies, they sat above the mercy seat and around the throne of God in Rev 4.)

There is a parallel vision to that in Ezekiel 10 when the presence of the Lord departs from the temple, leaving Jerusalem defenseless before the Babylonian army.

Break it down:

1:4 cloud, flash of lightening (also fire in v. 13)  =  judgment    From the North  =  Babylon

v. 5 four living creatures = cherubim   Rev 4:6b-8  Identified as such in Ezek 10:1

v. 10 four faces  man, lion, ox (Hebrew could be bull), eagle    (Rev 4 lion, ox, eagle, man)  Most powerful creatures of earth, field, nature, air.

v. 12, 17  move    God’s judgment coming  like a chariot

v. 15-18  Wheels in wheels, with eyes all over  = searching to protect God’s holiness  (the version in Ezek 10:12, Rev 4:6 has eyes all over).

v. 22-28  The throne of God.    v. 28 rainbow = hope  (hope recalls Lam 3:22-23)

The message of Ezekiel 1:4-28   God is coming to judge Judah!   Jim McGuiggan: “This is no social visit.”

Ezek CH 2-3  Ezekiel commissioned

Ezek 2:1-7   Ezekiel’s mission (v. 4  say to them: this is what the Lord says.)

2:1 “Son of man”  (ben-adam) stresses his humanness (as opposed to God’s holiness).  Used as an enigmatic title by Jesus.

v. 1 Stand on your feet.  It is good to prostrate ourselves before God, but we need to get up from there to take action.

Note: The Spirit comes into Ezekiel as he stands up.  This theme will come out more strongly in Ezekiel 37 with the Valley of Dry Bones.   Ezekiel is to be the first of a new community of the remnant whom God will raise from spiritual death into a revived nation.  In this sense he is a prefigure of Christ.

v. 4  Ezekiel needs to be obstinate and stubborn.  Why?   Because the people are obstinate and stubborn.  Remember: 5 years of captivity had not yet humbled them.

Why do they continue to be stubborn?  They are holding out hope.  Jerusalem has not yet been destroyed.  They were listening to what their itching ears wanted to hear (2 Tim 4:3-4)  They were trusting in the temple, rather than the God of the temple. (Jeremiah 7:4).  They were being told “peace, peace.” (Jer 6:13-14, 8:11-12)

Ezek 2:5  Whether they listen or fail to listen….   We need to remember that it is not our job to convert people, but to speak to people.  

Mcguiggan:   “Successful evangelism is faithful proclamation by word and life.”

v. 5  They knew a prophet had been among them.  Q:  How?  How will people know you are a prophet among them?    Because we declared the counsel of God.

Later on, when they finally come to their senses, they will remember the one person who truly spoke the words of God to them.  We need to be that person.  Even if they do not, on Judgment Day we need to be clear of conscience in this regard.

Ezek 2:8-3:3  Ezekiel eats the scroll.   Message:   1. We need a personal encounter with God (1:4f)   2. We need to digest his Words    (parallel Jeremiah 15:16,  Rev 10:9-11 in which it tasted sweet but because sour in the stomach)

Q:   Have you, like Ezekiel, eaten the scroll?   

Ezek 3:4-9   Why are these people not responding to Ezekiel?   They have heard it all before.  They are very religious.   Religious people are had to convert.

v. 4 speak my words to them.  Again, this is his commission.

v. 5 not obscure speech.   Theirs is not a language barrier, but a heart barrier.

v. 7  We need to remember this.  It is not us they reject, it is God they reject (assuming that we have not been obnoxious or rude or weird is some way)

3:8  God’s solution:   We need to be as hard and stubborn as they are.

3:16-21  The watchman of Israel.   Context:  this is a warning/encouragement to Ezekiel that it is time to start delivering the message.

Ezekiel not too fired up about his mission. But if he does not deliver God’s message he will be judged along with them.  Sobering words for us.   I do not want to be accountable for the “blood” of my family, neighbors, friends, coworkers, etc. 

Christianity today:  We hear God’s love taught.  We hear that God has a wonderful future for all in this life—that he will bless those who choose him.  But…. Do we hear the message of judgment.  Are we unwilling to be the Watchman of Israel?  We need to teach Eph 2:1-3 and Eph 2:4-10.

Ezekiel 4 & 5  Dramatic symbolism.

Ezek 4:1-3  Parable/acting out the siege of Jerusalem. (which actually happened 587-586 BC)

1. drawing of the city.

2. siege works = attack of Babylon

3. iron pan =     Q: Is it God behind this iron pan—separated from his people?   God is no longer hearing the cries of his people.   Ezekiel is now a prophet, but no longer a priest (intervening)

Ezekiel is acting the part of the Lord in this parody.

v. 3  It will be under siege and you will besiege it = The Babylonians will besiege the city but, behind the scenes, it will be the Lord who is besieging the city, with the Babylonians as his agent.   Q:  Application to us?

v. 5-6  Ezekiel continues this behavior for 430 days.  Bizarre behavior.  Q:  How do you think the people responded to this bizarre behavior?  Did the people understand what Ezekiel was acting out?   

390 + 40 = 430 years = length of the captivity in Egypt (acc to Ex 12:40-41)    captivity symbol

390 years = time of the sin of Israel/Samaria/Northern Kingdom

40 years = time of the sin of Judah/Southern Kingdom.

So this vision represents the fact that all of Israel will go into captivity “in Egypt.” (Hosea 8:13 Egypt = Assyria Rev 18:2 Rome = Babylon  Rev 11:8 Rome is symbolically Sodom or Egypt) Their expectation that the exile will be partial and temporary is wrong.

Q:  Did Ezekiel actual lay down in the street for 430 days?   More likely he went home at night, but came out again every day to act out this spiritual play.  He did not literally lay down 24/7 as he cooked his food.

v. 4 “bear their sin” = suffer the consequences for their sin    Is 53  “for he bore the sin of many”

4:9-11   Mixture of grains and weighing out grain and water = scarcity of food and water during the siege, rationing.   0.25 kg of grain is starvation rations.  “Ezekiel’s bread.”

4:12   Eat food cooked over human excrement = without the temple, you will be unclean during your exile.    (Hosea 9:3-4 a good parallel)

4:14-15   Please, no!   God grants this concession.

4:16   A specific prophecy about the conditions in 587-586 BC in Jerusalem.

Purpose of this physical prophecy:  Do not rely on  the temple and God’s support of Jerusalem.  All will go into captivity.

Ezek 5:1-  The haircut parable.     The point:  From those to whom much as been given, much will be expected. (Luke 12:48)   This certainly applies to us!

For a Jew, cutting off the hair and beard is a very humiliating thing—far more than it would be for us.  (Ezek 7:18)

v. 2  fire, sword and exile.

v. 3 The remnant motif.  God will protect a remnant. (but even some of them will suffer v. 4)   Fortunately, for them, Malachi 3:6 applies.  “I, the Lord do not change.  So you; O descnedants of Jacob, are not destroyed.

v. 5 “I have set you in the center of the nations.”  God has made us a city on a hill.  With this comes great responsibility (and potentially great punishment for rebellion against the mission) 

Being on God’s side is not necessarily a blessing, if we are not faithful.

Ezekiel 6 & 7:  Judgment on Israel (along with a ray of hope)

Judgment, not only on Jerusalem, but on all Israel/Judah—on the mountains of Israel.

Ezekiel 6:2 “Son of man, set your face against the mountains of Israel.   

v. 8  But a remnant will be saved from the devastation.  I hope that we are among that remnant.    When God saves us, we need to remember the depths we sank to and from which we turned.  v. 9 like them, we need to “loathe ourselves for the evil we have done and for our detestable practices.

v. 10   An ominous passage. At final judgment, how will people “know that I am the Lord”?  “I did not threaten in vain to bring calamity on them.”

“And you will know that I am the Lord” is in Ezekiel 72 times.

Jeremiah 7:1   The end has come.    The time when one can repent has been reached.  

v. 4  We can reach a point that God shows no pity.    God’s love and mercy are, at least in a sense, at odds with his justice.   God’s love and his justice met at the cross so that for those who accept Christ, God’s love supersedes his justice.    For those who worship idols and reject covenant with God, his justice supersedes his love.   Not that his love  fails, but that justice prevails.    In the words of Amos 5:24   Let justice roll on like a river.

Illustration:  A person in the Niagara River reaches a point at which it becomes impossible to escape the current.

v. 7  Doom!

v. 19-22  (read it)  Quite an image  “they will throw their silver into the streets and their gold will be an unclean thing.    On the day of judgment, everything we thought of as awesome, we will realize it was in fact an abomination.    The “almighty peso” is not so powerful.

Things you can buy


Things you cannot buy

Medicine



health

Books




knowledge of God, wisdom

Position



character

Attention



love

What have you relied on?  How much assistance will it bring you on the Day of Judgment?

Ezekiel Ch 8-11  The Necessity of the Destruction of Judah

Ezekiel 9   The vision is continued.

9:1f   Executioners from the North with a war club.  Babylon.  “Go throughout the city of Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads of those who grieve and lament over all the detestable things that are done in it.”

9:3  God is in command here (not Nebuchadnezzar)

9:4 Marking on the forehead reminds us of (or vice versa) Revelation 7:1-17   People protected from the coming judgment. In Ezekiel 9:1-6, the righteous are sealed from judgment, but definitely not from the destruction about to come on Jerusalem.  This is seen in Ezek 21:3-4 in which many of these righteous ones were killed in the siege.  Conclusion: When people sin, all suffer but not all are punished.  There is a lot about theodicy in Ezekiel.  There is a big difference between suffering with the guilty and suffering because we are guilty.  

For us, this “seal” this “mark” is the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-14)

9:5  Kill without pity or compassion.   Not that God does not have pity or compassion, but for some of us, God’s justice trumps his love for us.  

9:6 Begin at my sanctuary….  Judgment, of course, begins with the elders/leaders.   1 Pet 4:17

Ezekiel 10,11  

Ezekiel 10:1f   Ezekiel sees God on his sapphire (royal blue) throne, over the cherubim, in the temple.  In all this, God rules.  This is one of the themes of Ezekiel.

10:18   The glory of the Lord departs from the temple.  Very significant.   As in 30AD vs 70 AD God departed the temple before he allowed the Gentiles in to defile it.

May this never happen to us!

Jerusalem is doomed.

11:22-23  The end of the road.  God leaves the temple.  A foreshadow of what will happen to us if we are unfaithful to God (and the nail in the coffin of Calvinism’s P in TULIP)

v. 23  God left the temple and went to the Mount of Olives (above the mountain East of the city)  to observe/wait for the destruction of the city by Babylon.     This is a foreshadow of Jesus, rejected by the people Matthew 23:37.  As a result her house will be left desolate Matthew 23:38.  Matt 24:1 Jesus then left the temple until they are willing to welcome his coming and went to the Mount of Olives.  Again, God left his temple and left it to be destroyed by the Gentile (in this case by Titus and Rome).  Once more, the glory of God has left his temple and gone to the Mt. of Olives, leaving behind a doomed, empty structure.

Ezekiel 12  Ezekiel acts out the final destruction of Jerusalem and going into exile.

(read 12:1-16)

Ezek 12:3   Son of man, pack your bags….  Ezekiel performs a visual prophecy.   Like Ezekiel, we, too have packed our bags and are exiles.  We are a remnant.  We are strangers in a strange land.  We are aliens and sojourners (Heb 11:13f)

v. 3  Do it “in their sight.”  He made a big fuss about this and, presumably, drew a great crowd.  Like acting out a skit in which normal things are done in a purposefully exaggerated way.  Going through his stuff, making a lot of noise.

Pack your bags, dig through the wall (what wall? His house?)(v. 5), cover your face (v. 6) do it at night (v. 7)

This is a prophecy about Zedekiah (v 10).  And of course, this is exactly what happened.  They dug through the wall and left at night (v 12).  Zedekiah was blinded and carried off into exile (He will not see Babylon v. 13) and died in Babylon.    All this happened exactly as Ezekiel acted out (Jeremiah 52:4-11 2 Kings 25:1-7)    Truly, Ezekiel was a prophet and, belatedly, the people realized he was a prophet.   

But I will spare a remanant (v. 16)

Ezekiel 13 False prophets Condemned

Ezekiel 14 God, the Righteous Judge Against Idols of the Heart

14:13-16   If I have made my decision and we have reached the end of the road, not even the prayers of Noah, Daniel and Job could save this people!!!!! (although they would be saved)  What do these three have in common?   They spoke to Gentiles the Word of God.

Why Noah, Daniel and Job?  Because they are, of all the Jewish heroes, most noted for righteous behavior (Genesis 6:9 blameless among his people, Job 1:8  Daniel 6)

Ezekiel 15  The parable of the useless vine

Ezekiel 16 Shameful history

The most comprehensive list of Judah’s sins.  This is an analogy for Judah, but it is also an analogy for us to consider.

A parable of God’s relationship with Israel.

Ezek 16:1-2  What should we do about the detestable practices of the religious: confront them!

God:   v. 2-5 You were the lowest of the low, the poorest of the poor, the weakest of the weak, but I loved you nevertheless.   

v. 6-7  (read vs. 6) I made you live.  I planted you and made you the most beautiful of jewels.

v. 8-14   I entered into an intimate relationship with you. (gave you a covenant)  I made you a queen.

v. 15f  But you trusted in your beauty and became a prostitute.   (1 Cor 4:7  What do you have that you did not receive) Daniel 4:30 Is this not the great Babylon that I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?  You loved God’s gifts to you, not the God who gave them to you.   Your blessings became a curse to you.

v. 43  The antidote:  remember the days of your youth.

This is us before we were saved!

Praise God and how amazing!!!  Ezek 16:60   But I will remember the covenant I made with you in the days of your youth.   This reminds me of Hosea Ch 3

Ezek 16:62  I will establish a (new) covenant with you, which will include your sisters (Sodom and Samaria).  This is the Covenant of Jeremiah 31:31.

Ezekiel 17 Parable of Two Eagles

Ezekiel 18 Individual righteousness

Ezek 18:2   The fathers eat sour grape and the children’s teeth are set on edge.

In other words, the children inherit the effect of what their parents did.  They were applying this to the situation of being disciplined by Babylon.   It is our father’s fault, not ours.

[There is a grain of truth to their complaint (for example 2 Kings 21:10-18) if we are talking about corporate consequences for sin]

18:3  God says that every person will be taken as an individual and will be accountable, before God, for what they do individually.     

We should be aware that a vast swathe of Christianity does not agree with this most basic doctrine.  They are called Calvinists, Lutherans, Presbyterians, Baptists, Dutch Reformed and the majority of Protestants.   They believe that we are totally depraved and guilty of the Original Sin of Adam.

“All souls are mine”    And therefore all are predestined to salvation, if they will have it Romans 8:28-30

18:5-18  God’s justice.    Does this contradict Exodus 20:4   No! Both are true, and this is borne out by Ezekiel as much as any book in the Bible.   The sin of one can cause the suffering of another, but not the punishment of another.

18:5-9   A righteous man who (unrealistically) commits no sin   (note the high proportion of social justice in this list…)

18:10-13       A son does evil the father did not do.   The righteousness of his father will be irrelevant in his relationship with God.

18:14-18   Now, the reverse case.  The grandson acts as the grandfather.  He will not be punished for what his father has done.

Q:  Is this works salvation?    Answer:  No.   It is a crystal clear statement that when it comes to individual relationship with God, we stand on our own.

Just in case it needs to be restated:   Ezek 18:20   repeating Ezek 18:3 but expanding on it applying v. 5-18.

18:21-24   The final state of our relationship with God/repentance will determine where we end up with God.   (However, we should remember Hebrews 6:4-6 and 2 Peter 2:20-22).

Ezek 18:22  None of the offenses he has committed will be remembered.  How encouraging!!!

Ezek 18:24  None of the righteous things he has done will be remembered.  How scary a thought!!!

Ezek 18:25-29  Humans try to call God unjust in this.

Q:  Does this make (human) sense?   If a murderer repents and decides not to murder, do we let him off the hook?   No!!!!    

Parable of the workers in the field  Matthew 20:1-16  (God: “Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money?  Or envious because I am generous?” 20:14)    Humans are repelled by this, but this is God’s justice.

Ezek 18:30-32   Here is the bottom line on the issue of eternal consequences for sin.

The bottom line is this:  Judah as a whole, and most of the individuals in Judah need to repent.   Let’s worry about this fact and trust the rest to God’s providence and sovereign will, trusting in both his justice and his grace.    All this debating about whether God is just and who is to blame is just a waste of hot air.  God has no intention to get into debates with us about his justice (as evidenced by Romans 9:14-18)  Our job is to repent!

I will judge you, each according to his ways, declares the Sovereign Lord. (v. 30).

God’s plea to all of us:  Why will you choose to die, O house of Israel? (v. 31)   

18:32  God desires that no man be lost.   God desires that all men be saved.  1 Tim 2:4  Calvinism is a lie!   The T and the P in TULIP are false doctrine, according to Ezekiel 18:30-32.

Q:  Does this mean that God’s will is not always done?  Yes (if so, then why pray it in the Lord’s prayer)    It is God’s will that we have free will.   In the broadest sense, God’s will is always done.

Ezekiel 19 Parable of the lion and of the vine

Ezekiel 20  More Shameful History: A record of rebellion

Ezekiel 20:45 and Ezekiel 21  Babylon, the Sword of God

21:18-24   Another visual parable.  A signpost.  Ekekiel acted this out, with the two names on the signs.

21:18   Nebuchadnezzar comes to destroy (in 586 BC?) and at a fork in the road chooses between Rabbah/the Ammonites and Jerusalem.   He picks the arrow for Jerusalem (belomancy to the Greeks), he examines the images (teraphim) he examines the liver (divination)  Nebuchadnezzar turns against Jerusalem.   God can even use the work of diviners to accomplish his will.  But because of their guilt, they will be taken captive.

Ezekiel 22 Shameful Judah Part III

Ezekiel 23 Ohola and Oholibah

Oholah is Samaria/Ephraim/Israel/the Northern Kingdom

Oholibah is Jerusalem/Judah/the Southern Kingdom

The Hebrew words Ohola and Oholibah derive from the word for tent or tabernacle.

Ohola   her tent

Oholibah   my tent is in her

This is R rated stuff.

23:5-10  Oholah began her prostitution in Egypt, and continued it with Assyria.  

23:18-22  Oholibah was worse than her sister!    First she prostituted herself with (trusted in) Babylon.   Then she prostituted herself with (trusted in) Egypt.    v. 20 is amazingly shocking.   Sin is disgustingly ugly!!!!!!            This is what our sin is like!    We call it “pro choice”  We call it “social drinking”     “alternative lifestyle”    I was “frustrated”     “hormones”

Oholah’s and Oholibah’s mistake was that they were not satisfied with God.  Are you satisfied with what God has given you?   1 Timothy 6:8  If we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.

23:22  Here is the take-home lesson.   I will give you over to what you gave yourself to.

v. 28   You will become the very thing you hate.  This is what sin does!!!!   It will “take away everything you have worked for.     John 10:10   The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.    Jesus came that we might have life!

v. 49  Then you will know that I am the Sovereign Lord.

Ezekiel 24 The cauldron  Ezekiel refuses to mourn.

Jan, 588 BC   A date to mark down.  This is the date when Nebuchadnezzar put Jerusalem under siege.      Here, as before, Ezekiel proves that he is a prophet—capable of knowing the future, as news of the siege certainly did not come for several months.    The city did not fall for about two years.

24:6 The cauldron with the encrusted layers of stuff is Judah with her unrepented sin.

24:6  Empty it piece by piece without casting lots for them.   Babylon will destroy indiscrimitately.

Ezek 24:12  Sin is a “heavy deposit.”

24:11,13   When God has finished pouring his wrath on Jerusalem it will get really hot, but then the impurity/encrusted junk in the pot will finally be cleaned.

v. 14  I will not have pity  (as illustrated by Ezek 24:15-24 when Ezekiel does not mourn for his wife)

Ezek 24:15-24    God tells Ezekiel to not mourn over the death of his wife.

24:15  I am about to take away the delight of your eyes.  (Judah is the delight of God’s “eyes.”   Yet, do not lament or shed any tears.

The point:  God loves Judah as Ezekiel loves his wife.  But because of their sin, God will destroy Judah and will not mourn over it.

Q:  How did God feel about the people in Sodom and Gomorrah?  He loved them intensely.

It is not that he did not love Judah.  Far from it.

v. 21   God:  You are so proud of the Tabernacle—it is the object of your affection as is his wife to Ezekiel.   It will fall, and you will not mourn.

v. 27 Ezekiel will be prophetically silent for two years—until news of the fall of Jerusalem arrives.

II Ezekiel 25-32  The End of the Road for Judah’s enemies

III Ezekiel 33    The Watchman, Jerusalem has been destroyed  

Transition chapter bridging Ch 24, Ch 34 (as we will see below)

Ezekk 33:21  585 BC  A messenger arrives (Ezekiel 24:26)  Jerusalem has fallen!   Ezekiel is vindicated as a prophet.   v. 22 Ezekiel again begins to prophesy to the people (Ezekiel 24:27)   Here we see that CH 33 is a bridge.   The content of his message is to change dramatically.

33:30-33  Ezekiel now a very popular prophet.   Beware of being popular with unrepentant people.   God’s true prophet will only be popular with a very few.

33:30 Come hear the message.   v. 31 Yes, but they do not put them into practice.

 They “express devotion” but their hearts are greedy.   2 Tim 3:5   Remember, the evangelist is and always will be a watchman for the church.

v. 32 They are looking for entertainment. “one who sings a love song with a beautiful voice and plays an instrument well.”

v. 33 If you are a faithful watchman, then when they truly repent, they will know that “a prophet has been among them.”

IV Ch 34-48 Comfort for God’s people.  The Messiah is coming, bringing salvation.

Now that the working of God’s wrath is (nearly) complete, the rest of the book will be a comfort.   Ezekiel preaches good news.   A remnant will repent, return, be restored and the City will be rebuilt!

This was all prophesied in Deut 30:1-6

There is some double (and even triple) prophecy here in that, the restoration under Cyrus and the restoration under the Messiah are both in mind.

Ezekiel 34 A better shepherd

In this chapter bad leadership is condemned, godly leadership is described and, most importantly, a future perfect leader is prophesied.  Jesus Christ, the “good shepherd John 10:11-18    What is a good shepherd?  One who lays down his life for his sheep. (John 10:18)

What is the job of the shepherd? 

1. Ezek 34:2  To take care of the flock.  NOT to take care of yourself!  They had taken advantage of their position as shepherd and had used the sheep.

2.  34:4 Take care of the weak.   One key measure of a Jesus church is how the shepherds care for the weak.

3. 34:4  Bring back the strays.

4. 34:4  Bring in the lost.

The worst possible charge against a shepherd:  You have treated them harshly and brutally. (sounds like the ICOC at one time)    The result of bad shepherding:  The sheep are scattered. (also sounds like what happened with the ICOC when we had bad shepherding)

Ezek 34:7-10  God’s response to bad shepherds.   

v. 10  1. I will hold you accountable.

2. I will remove you from leading the flock.    I will rescue my flock from you.  May it never be that God has to rescue his flock from us.

34:11-22  God:  If the shepherds will not do it, then I will shepherd my sheep (probably by raising up better shepherds)

34:18-20  The sheep are not completely without responsibility.  Do not muddy the water—keeping the best for yourselves.   Do not make of yourself a “fat sheep.”

34:23f    God’s shepherd—the Messiah—is coming!   John 10.  Jesus the branch of Jesse, David will tend them!!!

v. 26 Showers of blessing!

v. 27 Much fruit!   Security.   Freedom (John 8 31f)

v. 28  Living without fear (1 Jn 4:18 perfect love drives out fear)

v. 29   Spiritual food.   He will give us the bread of life.  No longer will we hunger.  Life to the full  John 10:10

Ezekiel 35 Edom judged

Ezekiel 36 The mountain of the Lord

36:22  It is not for your sake that I do this.    It is for my holy name and for my holiness.

We need to remember this.   Reminds of Deut 7:7-9  

36:24f  You will be a remnant devoted to me.     A prophecy of the New Covenant.

-from all nations 24

-cleansed with water   25

-a new heart and a new spirit   (born again)   26

-receive the Holy Spirit   27

-blessings     (physical rather than spiritual because this is the Old Testament)   29-30

-repentance   31

No wonder Jesus challenged Nicodemus that he should have known this was coming. (John 3:10)

-   v. 32 But remember I am not doing this because you were doing so awesome.

-much fruit 33f     …like the garden of Eden v. 35    Symbolic of being in the Kingdom of God.

Ezekiel 37 Valley of dry bones

The promise of a resurrection, and of the calling of a remnant.

Ezek 37:2  These bones aren’t just dry, they are “very dry”.  The situation is hopeless.  God loves a hopeless situation.  So should we.

v. 3 God:  Can these bones live?

Wisely, Ezekiel says “O Sovereign Lord, you alone know”

What about your neighbor:  Can these bones live?    What about your marriage:  Can these bones live?    What about your career, your spiritual life, you children who have gone into the world.  Can these bones live?

v.4  What is the solution to spiritual death?  “Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.”

Who is this prophecy about?  This is a “double prophecy”   Its principle subject is Israel, defeated, scattered and in ruins.  Can it be brought back to life?  Yes!!!   How, by hearing (and listening to) the Word of the Lord.

v. 5 How can we be raised from the dead?  By receiving the Holy Spirit.   When we receive the Holy Spirit at baptism, we come to life, spiritually.  Zech 4:6    Romans 8:9-11

He’s Alive!!!   (Frankenstein)

v. 7  What a bizarre vision.  “I heard a rattling sound.”

v. 10  Breath entered them and they came to life—a vast army.   Gr. pneuma Spirit.

37:11  God interprets the vision.     The primary application is to Israel.   They were “dead” in Babylon, but God will bring them back to life in Canaan.  “I will settle you in your own land.”

37:22   A clear messianic prophecy.   “I will make them one nation in the land….  There will be one king over them….    

I will save them….  v. 23

I will cleanse them….  v. 23 

37:24   As clearly messianic as it could be.   My servant David will be king over them.  (OT parallels?)

v. 26  A new covenant under David.   I will put my sanctuary among them forever.   (We are the temple of the Holy Spirit  (1 Cor 6:19-20)  God will tabernacle among us.  John 1:14

Ezekiel  38-39  God and Magog—the enemies of God’s people—destroyed.  God’s people saved.

How God will deal with the enemies of his people at any time.  God’s comfort to his people that what happened before will not happen again.   Of course, all this is messianic as well.

The purpose of this vision is similar to that of Revelation (especially Rev 20:7-10 with Gog and Magog).   It may look bad, but God is in control.  

Jim McGuiggan:    Gog is a grand illustration of any and all who oppose God’s people.

38:1-4   I am against you Gog, prince of Magog.   

Meshech and Tubal are two tribes in Asia Minor.  Herodotus tells us that they were involved in the slave trade.

v. 5-6  Gog and Magog have allies from Persia (east), Cush (Ethiopia, south), Put (North Africa, west) and Gomer and Togarmah (north)   In other words, Israel is surrounded!

v. 8   You will invade the Promised Land “gathered from many nations to the mountains of Israel”    the remnant (us) are living in safety.

v. 11-12  unwalled cities.   God’s people living in security.  They look like sitting ducks.    No problem.  God will destroy them without a shot.

Ezekiel 40-48  The temple rebuilt   Restoration of the remnant

The purpose of this section is to illustrate the Kingdom of God/God with his people.   Do not get caught up in the details.    It gives very precise instructions for building the restored temple.

Is it about the restoration of the kingdom and the temple in 516 BC?  Yes

Is it about the church and the heavenly tabernacle?   Yes

Is it about the ultimate embodiment of the tabernacle/Kingdom of God/Heaven? Yes.

This section is about God’s holiness—his perfection, and about dwelling with God.   The instructions must be carried out “to the letter.”

Ezek 43:1 The glory of the Lord returns to the temple (after leaving it Ezekiel 10:18).  He enters through the East Gate (as he had exited it through the East Gate).

v. 3 This is the same vision as Ezek 1   “when he came to destroy the city” but this time he is coming to live in the city again!  v. 7 I will live there forever.

43:10   Why is God giving us all this precise details?  “that they may be ashamed of their sins.”

44:15f  Only the Zadokites (also 43:19) (a particular family of Levitical priests) have been righteous (for example when they supported Solomon when others were opposing him).  They can minister in the temple.  

44:16 We are the Zadokites!  (1 Pet 2:9)

v. 23  teach the difference between the holy and the common.  That is our role.

v. 28  I am to be their only inheritance.   They will have no possessions in the land.  We are to rely on God and seek the kingdom first.

Ezek 47:1-12 The river from the temple.  Parallel Revelation 22:1-5 and Zech 14:8-9, 16-21,  This is about God taking care of his people in need.   It has imagery from the Garden of Eden.

v. 1 It comes from the temple—from God.

It cleanses (Zech 13:1) 

v. 8 It is living water (Zech 14:8, John 7:37-39)

Ezek 48:35    A great summary of Ezek 40-48.   “And the name of the city from that time on will be:   THE LORD IS THERE.”

This is the definition of the Kingdom of God.   We end Ezekiel back in the Garden of Eden, as God had designed all along.   And to God be the glory!
Jeremiah:  The Burden of the Lord

Q: Have you ever known someone who only shared bad news?

Jeremiah had two nicknames:

1. The weeping prophet.

2. The burden (oracle, masah) of the Lord. (Jeremiah 23:33)  (Vulgate, Septuagint “burden”)

Background:  Jeremiah 1:1-3.

a. 13th year of Josiah (627 BC) One year after his reform.  Started out great.   (ruled 640-609).  Killed by Egyptians at Megiddo defending Babylonians.

b. Jehoahaz 609 3 months.  Deposed by Pharaoh.

c. Jehoiakim  609-597    Unfaithful, worshipped Baal, etc. surrendered to Babylon, rebelled went to Egypt.

d. Jeconiah/Jehoiachin 597  Also unfaithful.  Blinded and taken into exile.

e. Zedekiah  597-586   Also unfaithful.  Very  weak and easily influenced.  Turned to Egypt again (despite warnings from Jeremiah and Ezekiel).   Jerusalem destroyed, temple burned.

d. Captivity and humility.   Rebelled again.  Ishmael murdered Gedaliah.   The people panic.  Jeremiah taken to Egypt.   This group never returned to Israel.

e. Stoned to death in Egypt (according to Jewish tradition).         Bummer!

Chronology of Jeremiah:  It can be difficult to follow the historical context of various passages in Jeremiah.   Below is an approximate time frame for the various episodes in the book:

Ch 1-20  For the most part, these prophecies come from 627-605 BC—before Jeremiah was commanded to write down his prophecies and give them to Jehoiakim (Jeremiah 25:1-3)

Ch 21 Final siege begins                         588

Ch 22 Oracles on kings to Jehoiachin   598

Ch 23 unsure

Ch 24 Good and bad figs                        597 or after

Ch 25 70 years predicted                       605

Ch 26 Shiloh sermon                               609 or after

Ch 27-28 Accept yoke of Babylon         594

Ch 29 Letter to captives                          after 597

Ch 30-31 unsure

Ch 32-33 Jeremiah buys property         588/87

Ch 34 Siege temporarily lifted               588

Ch 35 Recabites after                              601

Ch 36 Burning the scroll                          605-604

Ch 37 Jeremiah imprisoned                    588

Ch 38 Jeremiah in the muddy well        588/87

Ch 39 Jerusalem falls
                        586

Ch 40 Gedaliah at Mizpah                       586

Ch 41 Gedaliah assassinated                  586 or after

Ch 42-43 Emigration to Egypt                 586 or after

Ch  44 Jews in Egypt defend actions      585

Ch 45 A message to Baruch                     605

Ch 46-51 unsure

Ch 52
Epilogue conderning Jehoiachin  561

Themes in Jeremiah:

I. Admonitions against false religion

II. God’s judgment on his people and on the enemies of his people

III.  Restoration of the remnant

Passages about the remnant:

Jer 6:9         God gleans the remnant

Jer 29:1-11 God has plans for the remnant (written      

within days of captivity)

Jer 31:7, Jer 33:14-18 God saves the remnant

Jer 39:9       God directs the remnant

Jer 40:11     God abundantly blesses the remnant

Jer 42:1-3, 15, 19  God releases the remnant

Jer 43:4-7, 44:14

Jer 50:20     God forgives the remnant

A few things to bear in mind as you read Jeremiah:

Jeremiah uses metaphors/symbol a lot:

Jer 1:11-16   
 The Almond Tree

Jer 13:1-11  
 
The Linen Belt

Jer 13:12-14 
 The Wineskins

Jer 18:1-10    
 The Potter’s House

Jer 19:10-13 
 The Jar

Jer 24:1-10   
 The Fig baskets

Jer 27:1-8     

 The Yoke

Jer 32:1-41    
 The Field

Jer 43: 8-13   
 The Stones

Another point about Jeremiah:   Of all the Old Testament prophets and writers, he sounds the most modern.  The issues he raises sound very familiar.  The kinds of attitudes and sins he deals with are very “modern.”  Francis Schaeffer (Death in the City) called Jeremiah the quintessential prophet for the postmodern age, with its moral relativism and its “open-mindedness.”   “Jeremiah provides us with an extended study of an era like our own, where men have turned away from God, and society has become post-Christian.”

Another point about Jeremiah is that he is very pointed and open about his negative feelings when he talks to God.   

Ex:

Jeremiah 4:10 “You have deceived this people and Jerusalem by saying, ‘You will have peace,’ when the sword is at our throats.

Jeremiah 12:1  “You are always righteous, O Lord, when I bring a case before you, Yet I would speak with you about your justice:  Why does the way of the wicked prosper?  Why do the faithless live at ease?”   [note God’s response in 12:5  If you have raced with men…  It will get even harder for you in the future]

[Also Jer 15:10-18, to which God offers admonishment v. 19 and encouragement v.20-21   and   Jer 20:7-10, 14-18]

If we look at the chronology, we will discover that after about 588 BC, Jeremiah no longer questioned God’s judgment or his own prophetic call.

Another note about Jeremiah:  He is a prophet of social justice.  

Jer 5:26-29    …they have become rich and powerful and have grown fat and sleek. Their evil deeds have no limit; they do not plead the case of the fatherless to win it, they do not defend the rights of the poor.  Should I not punish them for this?

Jeremiah 22:15-16  Does it make you a king to have more and more cedar?  Did not your father have food and drink?  He did what was right and just, so all went well with him.  He defended the cause of the poor and needy, and so all went well.  Is that not what it means to know me?  Declares the Lord.

Jer 22:2-3  To the king:   Do what is just and right.  Rescue from the hand of his oppressor the one who has been robbed.  Do not wrong or violence to the alien, the fatherless or the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place.   He says that if they do so, they will never fail to have a king on David’s throne (22:4)

(also Jer 7:5-7)

Outline of Jeremiah:

I. Jeremiah’s mission   Ch 1

II.  God’s charge against his people  Ch 2   You have left God!

III.  Jeremiah’s message Ch 3-5   Return and repent!

IV.  Jeremiah’s critique  Ch 6  The leaders say peace, peace…

V.  Judgment is coming on Judah  Ch 7-22

VI. Good News!  Ch 23-33  God will gather a remnant to be with him.  

VII. History surrounding the destruction of Jerusalem Ch 34-45

VIII.  Judgment on Judah’s enemies  Ch 46-51.

IX.  Epilogue  Ch 52  The Fall of Jerusalem

Archaeology and Jeremiah

Three events recorded in Jeremiah are well confirmed by archaeological discovery

1. The fall (but not destruction) of Jerusalem in 597 BC

2. The destruction of Lachish.

3. The raising up of Jehoiachin by Evil-Merodach 560 BC

1. The fall (but not destruction) of Jerusalem in 597 BC     This is confirmed by the Babylonian Chronicles.

These events are recorded in   2 Kings 24:10-17  2 Chronicles 36:5-7


[In] the seventh year, the month of Kislev, the king of 

 
Babylonia mustered his forces and marched to Syria.  He 

camped against the city of Judah (Jerusalem) and on the 

second day of the month of Adar he took the city and captured 

the king.  He appointed a king of his own choice there, took its 

heavy tribute and brought them to Babylon.

The puppet king was Zedekiah.

2. The destruction of Lachish is confirmed by the Lachish Letters 586 BC

The Lachish Letters   588 BC    6 letters on clay shards

One letter: “The light at the top of Azekah just went out, and we are next.   Send an army of relief or the city will fall to Nebuchadnezzar.”

This confirms Jeremiah 34:6,7

Within two days, the author of this letter was killed.  Two years later, Jerusalem fell.

Remember:  All this was prophesied by Isaiah (Isaiah 39  envoys)  and in Deuteronomy 29:15, 49f   If you do not obey the Lord your God and do not carefully follow all his commands and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you and over take you:    The Lord will bring a nation against you from far away, from the ends of the earth

3. The raising up of Jehoiachin by Evil-Merodach in 560 BC (Jeremiah 52:31-34)

In the ruins of Babylon a document was found which listed the provisions for Jehoachin.

“Day by day the king gave Jehoiachin a regular allowance as long as he lived.”   (2 Kings 25:27-30, Jer 52:31-34).

All this is confirmed by the discovery in Babylon of the order to take care of Jehoiachin.

Tablets from the royal archives of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon were unearthed in the ruins of that ancient city that contain food rations paid to

captives and craftsmen who lived in and around the city. On one of the tablets, "Yaukin, king of the land of Judah" is mentioned along with his five sons listed as royal princes. Below are a few inscriptions found on the tablets:   10 (sila of oil) to the king of Judah, Yaukin.

2 1/2 sila (oil) to the offspring of Judah’s king,

4 sila to eight Judean men.

These tablets also indicate that Jehoiachin received twenty times as much food rations as others on the list which indicates that the Babylonians treated him more valuable then other captive kings on the list.

Archaeology thus indicates that Jehoiachin was treated well by the kings of Babylon whom provided daily food rations for him. 

I.  The Call of Jeremiah

Jer 1:1  Jeremiah a priest

Jer 1:2 13th year of Josiah  527 BC   Josiah’s reform is under way.

Jeremiah 1:4-19   Jeremiah’s mission:   

a. v. 4-5  I have set you apart before you were born as a prophet to the nations.

b. Say whatever I command you.  1:7-8

c. His mission is to preach judgment is coming.   A seething cauldron (1:13) Disaster from the North (Babylon) 1:14

d. But he also has a positive mission to build and to plant (1:9)  His message is like the branch of an almond tree (the first to bud in the early spring) 1:11-12

Note:  almond = watching      God is watching to help Jeremiah so his world will be fulfilled.

Q:  Is this our mission?

No wonder Jeremiah was not all that excited to preach (1:6)   Jeremiah got some bad treatment.   Jeremiah 20:1-8.     Q:  Are you prepared to be a “laughing stock?” (literally)   Are you prepared to “sit alone?” (Jer 15:17).  Are you prepared to be thrown into a miry pit? (Jer 38:6)

But we should remember that God will put words in our mouth (Luke 12:11-12)  Jer 1:8  He will be with us.  v. 19 he will rescue us.  You will be my spokesman. I will be with you and will rescue you Jer15:19-21)

v. 18  Similar to Ezekiel, he will be “a fortified city, an iron pillar, a bronze wall.

Against who?   The king, the priest and the people.    Ouch.

II.  God’s charge against his people.   They have betrayed God’s love.  They have gone after other lovers.

Jer. 2:4-5  Is God exaggerating?   (Titus 1:15)

v. 5    Is God enough for you?   Or do you need more?  Are you willing to accept what God gives you?

You (v. 6) and the priests (v. 8) do not ask “Where is the Lord?”     I was not sophisticated enough to you.   I did not appeal to your fancy.   I became quaint to you.

2:11-13  Q:  How do we become worthless?    Answer: By seeking the blessings of the world rather than the blessings God offers.

v. 11  Has a nation ever changed its gods?    Even the pagans are at least loyal to their national deities!  But not you!

v. 13  Q:  Have you “dug your own cisterns”—looked for satisfying water elsewhere than in the living water from God?   Jer 18:14-15a   God’s living water is an unending stream, yet we have forgotten him.

2:20-22   You are like a runaway bride—loved deeply by her lover, yet you went for prostitution.  (also 2:32-33)

v. 23  You are like a wild donkey in heat…

v. 27  We say to an inanimate piece of wood, “You are our father.”   Who, me????  (Rom 1:25)

 Titus 1:15-16
III.  Jeremiah’s message:  3:14-18  3:22   4:1-4    4:8

Return, Repent

3:14-18   Return and I will choose you.  I will bring you back from the northern land and I will make a new covenant.

3:22  Return from backsliding.    To backslide is not to leave God.  It is to no longer do what you did before  (evangelism, prayer, zeal, etc.).  Sounds like Rev 2:1-7 Ephesus disciples lost their first love.

4:3-4  What “unplowed ground” do you need to break up?   What area in your life have you allowed to become hard and unpenetrable to God’s Words?

4:8  Do you need to put on sackcloth and ashes?  (ie not take care of even your most basic needs as you attend to repentance)    (like 2 Cor 7:11-12)

The result: Disaster from the North (Babylon) 4:5,6  a lion = Babylon   (also 6:22f)

Jer 4:23-26   The natural result of sin:  an empty life in ruins.

The postmodern attitude:  Jer 5:12-13

Jeremiah:  a prophet of social justice.  Jer 5:26-29

One of my favorite passages in Jeremiah—so relevant for the postmodern, post-Christian world:  Jer 5:30-31   A horrible and shocking thing has happened in the land:  The prophets prophesy lies, the priests rule by their own authority, and my people love it that way.  But what will you do in the end?

This is our struggle!!!

IV   Jeremiah’s critique:    Jer 6:13-15    The leaders dress the wounds of my people lightly.    They say “peace, peace.”       (parallel passage:  Jer 8:8-12)

v. 15   no longer ashamed….    Some of us are no longer ashamed of worldly behavior.   Movies we go to, the places we go to,    Missing church is not as big a deal as it once was….   Some of us have begun to tell little lies…   Some of us have begun to do things at work that we hope our spiritual friends do not find out about.      Are you able to be ashamed as you once were?

Some of us are no longer willing to confront it.

If you are friends of the world, it is no longer peace, peace.

(sounds like 2 Tim 4:1-5  Some seek to have their ears itched.  Is that you?)

God’s solution:   6:16-17    Stand at the crossroads and look….   Seek the good way and walk in it.     

We already know what to do….    Of course for the “modern,” the ancient truth is out of fashion—obsolete.   Let us beware of this philosophy.

6:20   It is not simply about being more religious.

(Parallel passage   Jeremiah 23:16-24, 33-40)

V. Judgment is coming!  Jer 7-22  Lots more bad news we will skip  False religion, Slaughter, Punishment, Destruction, Broken Covenant, Drought, Famine, Sword, Disaster

Jer 7:1-8  God’s word to the religious:  Do not trust in vain words—“The temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord.”

The sanctuary will not save you if you  are not sanctified.

Q:  What might the modern equivalent be?

Trusting in the church/the fellowship rather than trusting in Jesus, the head of the church.   It is tempting for church leaders to encourage this kind of behavior.

Note, again, the opposite of trusting in vain words, is to practice social justice. v.5-6.

Notice:  Jesus quoted Jer 7:11 in Matthew 21:13  Might we view the church as the source of our livelihood or a business opportunity?

Jer 7:30-34  an ironic prophecy which was fulfilled when the Valley of Ben Hinnom became the Valley of Gehenna—the perpetually burning dump of Jerusalem which was used as a metaphor of Hell by Jesus.

CH 8-14 is a long section in which God explains why judgment is coming.  It includes:

Ch 11  The covenant is broken.    Plot to kill Jeremiah at Anathoth.

12:1   Another example in which Jeremiah complains about God’s justice, yet in the end he accepts God’s righteousness.

Ch 13  The parable of the spoiled linen belt.  Israel has become useless.

The Parable of the Wineskins. God will judge his people.  It will be like drunkenness.

Jer 15:1-2  Even if Moses and Samuel were to stand before me, my heart would not go out to this people.    Death, sword, starvation, captivity.   (Ezek 14:13-14)

Jer 15:6  We send ourselves to destruction by rejecting God’s love. (Matthew 23:37-38… but you would not have me.  Behold, your house lies forsaken and desolate.)

Jer 17:5-10  Do not trust in man.

17:5 Do not trust in man

17:7 Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord

17:9  The heart is deceitful above all things….   In the context, it is deceitful in that it tends to trust in human things (v. 5)

17:10   I, the Lord, search the heart.

Q:  If God were to search your heart, would he find one who is fully trusting in Him?

17:19-27  If you keep the Sabbath, you will have kings on their throne in Jerusalem forever, but if you do not, I will kindle an unquenchable fire.

Q: Why is God so upset when we do not observe the Sabbath (or the NT equivalent) 

Q: Is God exaggerating?   As how we view and use our money is an accurate reflection of how we view God, so how we accept and use an opportunity from God to rest, reflect and enjoy a relationship (putting aside the worries, pleasures and attractions of the world) with him is an accurate reflection of our wider spiritual health.   Thus, this is not a gross exaggeration.   Amos 8:5 expresses this well. “When will the New Moon be over that we may sell grain, and the Sabbath be ended that we may market meat.”    (also Isaiah 58:13-14)

 Jer. 18  At the potter’s house.   Jer 18:1-12    Q: What is God saying about us?    The pot was marred, so he formed it into something different.

This is kind of like the Jeremiah equivalent of Ezekiel 18, except talking about a nation rather than an individual.

v. 12  The people’s response:  It is no use.  We will not change.    Jer 19:1-10  Jeremiah stood in front of the elders and (v. 10,11) he shattered the pot.  These people are past remaking.  May this never happen to us!  Judgment and doom!

Jer 20:1-6  Jeremiah and Pashhur.  Jeremiah put in the stocks.  We have already looked at this.  Jeremiah says, “you are not Pashhur.  You are Magor Missabib (terror on every side).”  

Jer 20:7  Another example of Jeremiah complaining to God.   But….

This chapter includes one of the classic passages in Jeremiah.  After being beaten and put in the stocks for preaching judgment on the lost, he said (about the insult and reproach for speaking the truth),

Jer 20:9 “But if I say, ‘I will not mention him or speak any more in his name,’ his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones.  I am weary of holding it in; indeed I cannot.”   

Jeremiah 21  Flee the city!!!  Surrender!!!!       21:8-10 Jeremiah a “traitor.”

we have already seen Jer 22:13-17, but it bears reminder…  Does it make you a king to have more and more cedar?

This would make a great Bible discussion.   Note: in 22:15, “your father” is the righteous king Josiah (as shown by v. 11)

VI.  Jeremiah announces good news.  God will restore a remnant.  Ch 23-33

Ultimately, Jeremiah is a prophet of good news!!!!

Jeremiah 23:1-8  God will gather a remnant and place shepherds over them.

v. 5 a righteous branch.   Notice, the Hebrew for branch is nazer so when Jesus is called the branch, this is fulfilled in that he is the “branch” of David/Jesse (Isaiah 11:1,10), but also in that he is a Nazarene.

About Matthew 2:23, I will have to say that this one gave me a problem for 
several years. I finally figured it out just a few years ago. In the Hebrew, the word Nazareth is nazaret,the same as the word branch. It is very interesting that God caused the Messiah, Jesus, to be raised in Nazareth because Nazareth means branch. There are several Old Testament passages which prophesy that the Messiah will be called the branch, which can also be interpreted as Nazarene. It is interesting and wonderful that Jesus was both the branch of Jesse and a Nazarene. This is one of hundreds of amazing pieces of evidence which proves conclusively that the entire Bible is inspired by God. The relevant passages are 
Isaiah 11:1,2 Jeremiah 23:5 Zechariah 3:8 and Zechariah 6:12.  Branch passages.

v. 6 a king.  The Lord our Righteousness.

v. 7-8 a double prophecy. 

Jeremiah 23:28-29  Another example of my claim earlier that Jeremiah is more “quotable” than Ezekiel.   God’s world will reveal things for what they really are.

[maybe:  Jer 23:33-40   Here is where Jeremiah gets the nick name “the burden of the Lord.”   This is reminiscent of 2 Tim 4:2-5  Preach the Word, in season and out…  Men will no longer endure sound doctrine, but will gather for themselves teachers to teach what their itching ears want to hear.]

Jer 25:8-14 70 years  Is this the passage Daniel was reading in Dan 9:1f?

Jeremiah 28  The false prophet Hananiah.  “Two years and I will break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar”.   

28:9  Jeremiah   “the prophet who prophesies peace will be recognized as one truly sent by the Lord only if his prediction comes true.”

Hananiah takes the yoke from Jeremiah and breaks it. (apparently he was wearing a yoke)

Jeremiah:  You will get a yoke iron.

Jeremiah 29  Jeremiah writes a letter to the exiles (the ones Ezekiel is preaching to).  Build houses and settle down, plant gardens, eat the food, marry and have children. In other words accept the discipline of God.

Jeremiah 29:10-14   I will rescue you from captivity.   I will bring you back to the Promised Land.

Do you believe God has great plans for you if you will plow up the unplowed ground, seek the ancient paths, and seek him with all your heart?

Will you wait seventy years for God to bless you?

Jeremiah 30:1-11  

v. 10  Has God saved you from a distant place?

Jeremiah 31:27-37 More good news.

v. 30 Recognize this verse?  (Ezekiel 18:2)

Q: How is the New Covenant different from the Old?  (v. 32)

v. 28 A covenant only of blessing.

v. 29-30  About individuals in a relationship with God. (no more 70 year captivities)  No more group blessings and curses (such as Deut 29,30)

v. 34 It won’t be you are born then you get to know me.  You will be born knowing me.

v. 34 Does this mean we do not need to teach one another? (Matt 28:20)

v. 34b  I will forgive their wickedness.  (Q: Wasn’t that also true with Israel?  Heb 9:6-10, 10:15-18

v. 35-37  Great assurance!

Jer 32:1-15   Jeremiah buys a field.  This represents confidence that God will do what he says.    (read v. 1-4 and v. 13-14)

Note v. 4 Zedekiah will see it all with his own eyes (but then will have his eyes taken out)

Destruction (32:26-29) and renewal (31:36-44)

(if time) Jeremiah 33:12-22  Still more encouragement.  Why does God make such a strong promise?

VII.  Historical events surrounding the destruction of Jerusalem  Ch 34-45

In this section, note that all of Jeremiah’s former prophecies concerning Jerusalem are fulfilled.  No wonder Jeremiah was ultimately received as a prophet, and no wonder his book entered the Hebrew canon.

Jer 35:1-16   The Recabites.  Jeremiah tempts the Recabites to drink wine, but they refuse.  Read v. 6-11.

Q: What is God’s point to his people?

Q: What is God’s message to us?  (non-attachment)

Jer 36:1-3  What was on the scroll?

36:4 What if they had repented?

36:15-26  How might we be like Jehoiakim?

Q: Did God’s word work? (Isaiah 55:11) Is it true that God’s word always works (either to judge or to save).

36:27-32  We cannot destroy God’s word, but if we reject his word we will be destroyed.

Jer 37 Zedekiah replaces Jehoiachin. V. 1-3

Egypt marches and Nebuchudnezzar withdraws.

37:9-10 Do not trust in Egypt.  God’s plans are set.

37:13 Jeremiah inspects his property, is accused of treason with Babylonians, beaten and jailed.

Jer 38:1-3  Jeremiah prophesies—speaks treason.  Zedekiah not very happy.    v. 4-6 lowered into a cistern.  Jeremiah is getting to a pretty low place.

38:17-18   God is upset when we do not accept the discipline he puts into our lives.   38:19 Zedekiah’s excuse.

Jer 39 Jerusalem falls

Jer 40:1-6 Nebuchadnezzar frees Jeremiah, leaves Gedaliah in charge.   Israel to serve Babylon (v. 9) 70 years.

Jer 41  Gedaliah assassinated, Jews flee to Egypt.

Jer 42:10-12  Serve Nebuchadnezzar I will save and deliver you.  Will you trust God?

Jer 42:19-22   If you go to Egypt, you will die by the sword.

42:19   A clarion call to all who would follow God.  DO NOT GO TO EGYPT!

VIII.  Judgment on Judah’s enemies.  Ch 46-51

We will be skipping Jer 46-51  Judgment on the enemies of God (similar to Ezekiel 25-32).

The point of this section:  God will judge his people, but the enemies of God should not take confidence from this.  1 Pet 4:17.

Jer 52.  This is an epilogue, added by a Jewish editor.  Jer 51:64 “the words of Jeremiah end here.”

Jeremiah 52  The fall of Jerusalem.

Jer 52:31-34 has been confirmed by archaeological discovery in Babylon, as mentioned previously.

NOTES FOR MEDIUM DANIEL CLASS

Background to Daniel:

Theme:  God Rules the Nations, Do Not Fear!

Main messages:

1.  How to stay pure and uncorrupted—to maintain your integrity in a world 

     in which you are surrounded by unbelievers.

2.  God is in control.  He will protect his people.  Do not fear.  God will deal 

     with those who persecute or otherwise oppose your service for him.

Principle Audience:

Jews who suffered under the persecutions of Antiochus Epiphanes (167-164 BC)

(Read the book of 1st Maccabees)

Things that make Daniel unique:

1. Daniel is a history book of the future!

2.  Daniel, more than any other book, is the fighting ground for intellectuals

     over whether the Bible is inspired by God.  If they cannot cut down 

     Daniel, then their case is lost

Date of writing:   6th century BC.  Daniel lived until at least 536 BC when he had his last vision.

Skeptics:   Daniel written around 160 BC.   It is “pseudepigraphic”    (There were many pseudepigraphic Hebrew writings from 200 BC to AD 200   Baruch, for example, which everyone knew were pseudepigraphic)

3.  Daniel  ↔ Old Testament       as     Revelation  ↔  New Testament

Both:

1.  Largely Apocalyptic.

2.  Concerning end times.   (eschatology)

3.  Written to a people who are suffering very intense persecution.

4.  Daniel has by far the most information in the OT about angels, the resurrection and the after life.   OT has very little about heaven, hell and eternal life.

5.  Daniel set in a pagan nation.  Daniel’s ministry was principally to pagans.

6.  Daniel is a very unique “prophet.”   In fact, was he a prophet?   Did he occupy the position of prophet among the Jews?  No.   Did he proclaim, “Thus says the Lord” to Israel?  No.   Did he predict the future?  Yes.  If Daniel was a prophet, he was a prophet to the nations.

Language:

Both Hebrew and Aramaic (vernacular language of Jews after about 550 BC)     

Daniel 2:4  Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic:   through the end of Daniel 7 is in Aramaic.  (even in the Dead Sea Scrolls)

Historical background.

1.  722 BC    Samaria destroyed by Assyria.

2. 701 BC  Sennacherib attacks Judah, Jerusalem, army destroyed.

2.  612  BC     Assyria/Nineveh destroyed by Nabopolassar (Babylonian) and Cyaxares (Median).

605  BC   Nebuchadnezzar  son of Nabopolassar king of Babylon


      Neb attacks Jerusalem, Jehoiakim submits, captives and 

                tribute/treasure taken to Babylon.    (beginning of Jeremiah’s 70 

                years?)     (Jeremiah 25:11,12)

597    Neb returns, attacks Jer.  Jehoachin  taken as captive to Babylon.  

          Zedekiah installed as puppet king.

586.    Zedekiah rebels, Neb. Returns, Jerusalem and Solomon’s temple 

           leveled.   (beginning of the 70 years of captivity?)

550    Cyrus reigns over Media/Persia


a. 546  Lydia


b. 538  Babylon


c. 530  Egypt

538  Babylon captured by Cyrus’ armies.   Decree to return to native lands. (Ezra 1)    (Daniel 5)   Media/Persia takes over Babylonian empire.

537/6   Jewish captives return to Jer. to build temple

334-331  Alexander attacks and destroys Persian Empire

323   Alexander dies

185-163    Seleucid king Antiochus Epiphanes rules over Jerusalem.

167   Temple desecrated.

164    Macabeean revolt.  Temple cleansed

31  Battle of Actium.  Last of the Ptolemies dies.

6 BC  Jesus born

AD 29  Jesus crucified

70  Jerusalem destroyed

Outline of Class

I.  Practical examples in the lives of Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego  (Ch 1,3-6).   Remaining righteous in a pagan world.

II.  Prophecies of the future.  Ch 2,7-12

Ch I    Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah and Mishael     Will they compromise their 

           convictions under pressure from the world?

Background:

605   Captives sent from Jerusalem for assurance of submission.   Children of the leading families in Jerusalem.

Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael    children of aristocratic families, taken as captives.

Babylonians try to make them Babylonian

Change their names

Daniel →   Belshazzar   (named after the chier pagan god of Babylon:  Bel)

Hananiah →  Shadrach   etc…   v 5,6

Educate them in their culture.    v 4,5

Offered wealth and power in the new system as a bribe to become Babylonian.

Similar to Joseph (taken as a captive as child, raised up to position of power, tempted to compromise, etc. )  in many ways.

Will they lose their convictions?

But…..   God is in control.

Isaiah 39:6,7      (the prophecy that “the time will come…all carried off to Babylon.  Some of your descendents who come from you will be taken away…   eunuchs…)

God is in control:

Daniel 1:2  And the Lord delivered Jehoiachim

1:9   God caused the official to show favor to Daniel.

1:17   God gave them knowledge and understanding.

1:8   But Daniel resolved not to defile himself.   He refused to lose his Jewishness.

Do you refuse to lose your Christianness when people at work ask you to make teensy compromises with your conviction.

Daniel SM&A  purposefully made an issue out of it to prove to themselves and their boss their conviction.   They went overboard.

Q:  Have we gone overboard to make our Christianness stick out or have we gone overboard to not make too many waves at work?

v. 11  Please test your servants.

Q:   Is it wrong or a bad thing to rise to positions of prominence in an ungodly world?

Q:   What are the potential pitfalls?

Q:  How might we imitate DSM&A at work?

V 20,21   God sees a man willing to not compromise his convictions at all.  Blesses him fully.     


By the way….  About 602 BC till 538 BC   a long time…   We will see that Daniel and friends never compromised even one bit.

Ch III   The image of gold and the fiery furnace   THE FIRES OF PERSECUTION

Do not conform to the pressure of the religious world to conform.

How will your faith hold up?

The Scene:

A few years after DSM&A entered service to Nebuchadnezzar.

A giant idol is built in the plains of Dura.  (a large open plane not far from Babylon where tens of thousands could gather.

Where is Daniel?  Off on a mission?

Nebuchadnezzar calls a big party,  and guess who is invited.  Attendance was not optional!

3:4-6     Imagine you are SM&A   What thoughts go through your mind?

“I will bow my head, but not my heart.  God will understand”

Talk about peer pressure!!

Their religious friends (and even fellow-Jews?) Don’t be so hard line.

Appn:   Jews in time of Antiochus Epiphanes.  Many wanted to combine Greek culture and philosophy with Judaism.

Appn:   Persecutions of Diocletian:   Some offered the sacrifice to the Roman god.   What should the church do with these people after the persecution ended?

Appn:  the denominational world/ecumenical movement, etc….

You don’t really have to be so committed.

Are  you really saying all these people are lost?  How could you be so arrogant.

Daniel 1:   Pressure on the job

Daniel 3:  Pressure from our religious friends.

SM&A:   Would God really want me to die now?  Doesn’t he have great things in store for me?   What would it hurt for me to compromise?

Q:   What would you have done?   Really….    My kids….

Me:   Barney Ellison

V 7   the horn etc. blow.   30,000 bow and three remain standing.  Being a disciple might make you stick out.  Are you ready for that?  (Remember Antiochus Epiphanes)

v. 13. Dragged to furnace.     Neb is furious.    Gives one more chance to repent

SM&A refuse to bow.

I love v 16-18.   Note  

1.
God is able    

2.
But even if he does not, we refuse to compromise our devotion to God.

Is that your attitude about the truth of the gospel?   Imagine how awesome an example this was to the Jews suffering under Antiochus Epiphanes.

Even as they were dragged to the flames, they could have changed their minds.

7 times hotter.

What was going through their minds as they were dragged to the furnace?

3:22-25

Result:

1.  Nebuchadnezzar praised God

2.  SM&A promoted.

Were they guaranteed this result?   No!!!!

Do you think SM&A thought they would be saved from the flames?

How does this apply to the Jews to be persecuted under Antiochus Epiphanes.

Ch IV  A KING EATS GRASS

Ch IV is about pride in our own accomplishments.

Theme:   God rules the nations.  God also rules the rulers of the nations.

THOSE WHO WALK IN PRIDE, HE IS ABLE TO (WILL) HUMBLE

There are two ways for God to humble us

1.
Blessing us

      2.  Taking away our blessings.    Which would you prefer?

Ch V   PARTY ANIMAL MEETS MAN OF GOD

   Or     THE WRITING ON THE WALL



(this is where that saying came from)

Mene, 

Mene

Tekel

Parsin

Counted, counted, weighed, divided  (double meaning, Persia)

Message:  persecuted disciples.  Do not fear.  I am in control.  I got your back covered.

CH VI    THROWN TO THE LIONS.

How the world reacts to a righteous man of God.

Note v. 4,5     They could find no basis for accusation.   Could they say that about you?    (again, see ch. 1)        The only way we will be able to get this guy is to use his righteousness against him.

CH II   A Dream of the Future.

v. 1  In the second year of his reign…    604 BC

Neb has a dream.  Interpret it for me.  Fine, tell us.  Neb:  no, you tell me the dream first, so I will know you are not religious fakes.  Or I will kill you all.

v. No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do not live among men.     WRONG.

Many so-called charismatics are the same.   God told me…  I know it in my heart…     Do not be intimidated by religious fakes.  The world will be able to tell the difference.

Daniel’s prayer:   God rules the nations.  Do not fear.

v. 28  gives God the glory

The vision

A head of gold.        

Chest of Bronze,

Belly and thighs of silver

Legs of iron, but legs are part iron and part clay

v. 37  God has given you dominion and power.

Head = Babylon

Chest = Media/Persia

Belly and Thighs =  Greece

Legs = Rome.

Skeptics:   head = Babylon   Chest = Media   Belly = Persia    Legs = Greece

Divided kingdom   Diocletian  AD 284   Permanent after Theodosian AD 395

Clay:  Western Rome    AD 476 

Iron:  Eastern Rome—Byzantium   until AD 1453

603 BC- AD 1453  over two thousand years.

In time of Rome, God will establish the kingdom of God on the earth.  V 44

Daniel VII     Daniel’s First Vision.   Four Beasts.

This vision focuses on Rome!    (so much for 160 BC date of authorship)

First year of Belshazzar (regency)   553 BC

v.4  A lion    Babylon   lion a major motif.   Eagle:  Jer 48:40  Look, an eagle is swooping down

The heart of a man given to it.   Nebuchadnezzar repents.

v. 5  a bear.  Strength.   Persia/Media   3 ribs = Lydia, Babylon, Egypt.

v. 6  a leopard.  Speed   Greece   four heads = Antigonus, Cassander, Lysimachus and Ptolemy.  (See ch. 8)

v.7    a terrible beast.  This vision about Rome.  Persecutions.

v. 7  10 horns = 10 kings  (v. 24)     

Augustus…….Titus

v. 8  another horn.  An eleventh king.  Domitian.  First systematic persecutor of Christians.  AD 81-96.

This horn will speak boastfully.

Domitian was proverbial for arrogance and pride.

Go to v. 20-25.

v. 21  waging war against the saints.   Imagine how 1st century disciples felt when they were persecuted by Domitian, the 11th emperor!!!!   God is in control.  Do not fear.

Subdue 3 kings:     Galba, Otho and Vitellius  defeated by his Father, actually.   How did Daniel know that?

(Revelation 17:1-18   7 heads and 10 horns  (ignoring G, O & V)  

v. 8  the beast who once was (Antiochus Epiphanes), now is not, and yet will come (Domitian) God is preparing his people.    v. 10,11  the eighth king is Domitian.   He is going to his destruction.  God is in control, do not fear)

back to Daniel

v. 25  will try to change the set times.   Domitianus   a new month



(got rid of it the day after he died)

v. 25  and the laws.    Set up an entirely new set of laws. (like Napolean)

v. 25   3-1/2 times   ½ of seven   A limited period of persecution.

v. 26,27  so cool   (or go back to v. 9)   Massively inspiring.  But imagine being a 1st-3rd century disciple.

CH VIII    Daniel’s second vision.  A Ram and a Goat.  Greece and Antiochus Epiphanes.

v. 2  in the citadel of Susa.     Later the capitol of Persia.

v. 3  A ram with two horns.    

v. 3  A horn which was longer but grew up later.  What a strange vision!  Persia.     Clearly, Daniel sees Media/Persia as one kingdom!!!

v. 4  Charged West (Lydia)  North (Babylon) and South (Egypt)

v. 5  Suddenly, a goat charges form the West.  Prominent horn: Alexander the Great.  334 BC crossed the Dardenelles.  

v. 5  Without touching the ground.

v. 8  At the height of his power…  323 BC.  

v. 8  Four Prominent horns.   Antigonus, Cassander, Lysimachus, Ptolemy

     (v. 21,22)    Not 3, not 5, 4!!!!!

v. 9  Out of one of them.   Seleucus  312 BC

v. 9  to the South (Syria)   East (Persia, Media, Elam)  toward the Beautiful Land (Palestine)    All this took over 100 years.

v. 11  It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host—Antiochus had a statue of himself put up in the inner sanctuary of the temple.

v. 11  It took away the daily sacrifice.   For three years.

a.
see how specific!!

b.
See how the Jews would be helped by this!!!!

v. 12   truth thrown to the ground.     Hellenizing Jews set up as high priests

“Because of rebellion”   God is in control

skip to v. 23-25

24.
He will become very strong, but not by his own power.

25.
Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power.    Is this subtle?

 Back to v. 14    2300 evenings and mornings = 1150 days.

The actual desecration lasted from early Dec 167 – Dec 25 164 BC

   About 1150 days.

Dec 25, 164  Judas Maccabeeus  successful revolt   Maccabeean kingdom.

Hannukkuh celebrates this.  See 1st Maccabees.

v. 25   Antiochus died the next year.

How Did Daniel know all this?

Intense persecution.      Temporary.     God is in control.    Do not fear.

DANIEL IX   THE MESSIAH IS COMING TO JERUSALEM.

Darius who was made ruler.   An appointed governor, not a hereditary emperor.  Daniel is not wrong.

9:1   538 BC  The prophecy is coming true.  

Awesome prayer.   We have sinned.  We deserve what has happened to us.

Summarize.  V. 17

v. 20,21  While I was still praying.    Very encouraging.

v. 24-27

v. 24  Seventy “sevens”   =  490    (years?  let the fulfillment interpret the prophecy)


finish transgression….  anoint the Most Holy    (anoint = Messiah)

v. 25   issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem


539 BC   Darius  Ezra 1     return and rebuild temple


520 BC   Darius   Ezra 6   rebuild temple  Never worked on wall


458 BC   7th year of Artaxerxes  Ezra 7:13-16    specific permission to 

  


rebuild the city of Jerusalem.


445 BC    20th year of Artaxerxes  To Nehemiah  decree not quoted 



but implied.  Specific permission to rebuild wall.  Confirmed 



458 BC.

458 - 490 = -32    no!   there was no zero BC    = AD 33

The simple treatment.   The Messiah is coming to Jerusalem around 33 AD.

Read in more detail.  The Messiah is coming to Jerusalem during the seventieth week--between 26 and 33 AD.    Most likely date of crucifixion was AD 29     (Passover Sabbath on a Saturday 29,33)

Let’s back off.   Daniel predicted the year when Jesus would be crucified!!!!

v. 26   The people of the ruler will come.   AD 69  Vespasian   AD 70 Titus

Destroy the city and the sanctuary.   Exactly what happened in AD 70.

Luke 21:20  When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies…

v.  22  the time of judgment on the Jews has finally come.

Matthew 24:12-14  sounds almost exactly like Daniel 8 under Antiochus.

Matt 24:15,16

This is the abomination of desolation of Jesus Christ

My opinion:  God gave the Jews 40 years to consider Jesus, then he cut off their religion forever.

Daniel 9:27  He will put an end to sacrifice and offering.   So much for the premillenial expectation!

Hebrews 8:13    It will soon disappear.

The abomination of desolation.  It is over folks.  Titus performs a pagan sacrifice right on the site of the temple.

DANIEL X & XI   DANIEL’S FINAL VISION.  KINGS OF THE NORTH AND KINGS OF THE SOUTH.

v. 16   An overwhelmingly intense vision.

11:2  Three more kings…     Cambysses  530-522   Darius I 522-486   


Xerxes 1  Attacked Greece  Artaxerxes  Biggest attack on Greece


Then  a mighty king  Alexander


Parceled out to the four winds.  Not go to his descendents.    Four successors.

Again, how did Daniel know this?

v. 5  The king of the South  (the Ptolemaic dynasty under Ptolemy 1)

v. 5  But one of his commanders…  Seleucus  I Nicator

Go to outline.   and Read my book p 173 bottom for a while.

v. 28-30  Ships of the western coastlands  (The Romans intervene to save the balance of power!)   

  Antiochus returns frustrated and angry to attack Israel

Read 1 Maccabees 1:10-16    also 1:41-64   4:36-40

v. 35 (also Daniel 8:25) Encouragement for the faithful Jews.  God is in control.  Do not fear.

CHAPTER XII  THE TIME OF THE END   (still part of the vision)

Daniel 12    ↔   Revelation 20-22

12:3  Those who are wise (like Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego)


will shine….

Theme of Daniel?

Those who lead many to righteousness. …    Do not forsake sharing your faith!!

v. 8  What will happen?

Reply:   Daniel, mind your own business.  Just trust in God.  God is in control.  Do not fear.  Some will be wise.  Some will stubbornly oppose the truth.  You, just keep your head and trust in me.

God’s final encouragement to Daniel (and us)  You will rest and live with me forever.
Ezra  The Old Testament’s most famous teacher.  Ezra 7:10
Ezra is a contemporary of Nehemiah, but we are going out of order because of his historical material concerning the earlier restorations.
a. Ch 1-3  Decree of Cyrus to rebuild Jerusalem  538-535 BC.  Read Ezra 1:1-4


First return of 50,000 to Jerusalem. Foundation and an altar laid. 
Note:  The Cyrus Cyllinder (British Museum) is almost identical to Ezra 1:1-4.

…I returned to [these] sacred cities on the other side of the Tigris, the sanctuaries of which have been in ruins for a long time, the images which [used] to live therein and established for them permanent sanctuaries.  I [also] gathered all their [former] inhabitants and returned [to them] their habitations.  Furthermore, I resettled upon the command of  Marduk the great lord, all the gods of Sumer and Akkad whom Nabonidus has brought into Babylon to the anger of the lord of the gods, unharmed, in their [former] chapels, the places which made them happy.  May all the gods whom I have resettled in their sacred cities ask daily Bel and Nebo for long life for me and may they recommend me…to Marduk, my lord, may they say thus: Cyrus, the king who worships you and Cambyses, his son…all of them I settled in a peaceful place.  


b. Ch 4-6  Opposition and Darius’ decree to complete the temple.  The temple is 



built.  520-516 BC.  Read Ezra 4:1-5  Ezra 6:1-3

c.  Ch 7-8  Artaxerxes decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem.  Return under 

 

Ezra.  458 BC.  Read Ezra 7:11-15

d. Ch 9-10  Ezra, teacher/preacher of righteousness.  (also note Nehemiah Ch 8)  Ezra reads the scripture and explains it to the people.
III. Haggai:   Build the Lord’s house before your own.

As prophesied, Cyrus decrees the return of the exiles (Ezra 1:1f)  Note that Isaiah had prophesied this (Isaiah 44:26-45:1, 45:13)

538 BC  Cyrus defeats Belshazzar and Babylon.  Persia takes over.

537/536 BC  42,000 Jews return to Jerusalem with permission to rebuild the 

              temple.  The ruins are cleared an altar is set up and the foundation is 

              laid.  (Ezra 1:1-3:13).


   Opposition to the rebuilding of the temple arises and the people, 

             discouraged, give up and turn to establishing their own households.

521 BC  Darius son of Cyrus takes the throne.

520 BC  Haggai and Zechariah preach to Jerusalem.  (Ezra 5:1-6:22)

516 BC  Temple completed.

Haggai:

A Jewish leader and a prophet (Ezra 5:1).  Probably quite old (unlike Zechariah) from Haggai 2:3.

The Message of Haggai:   Build up the house of the Lord, not your own house.   (Matt 6:19-21)

Submessage:  Discouragement is not sufficient excuse to neglecting the work of the Lord.

Haggai 1:1-4   v. 1  The second year of Darius  520 BC.
v. 2   “The time to build has not yet come.”   We are too discouraged.  We need to be strengthened first.  The leadership is not what it needs to be.   We do not have the budget.

The Lord’s answer:  v. 3   Hmmm……   This is very suspicious.  You have been building up your own houses, yet you do not have the ability to build up my house?

When the church is doing well, we are fired up, but when things are not going so well we use it as an excuse to attend to our own affairs.

Q:  Is it wrong to have paneled houses?  Answer:  Yes, if it means that the temple has no paneling!!!   Yes, if it takes you away from the more important thing, which is building the temple.

Q:  What is “the temple” for us?

Q:  What are some applications?

Q:  Have you been like this?

Haggai 1:5-11

Message:  You sought personal wealth and gain.  You received the opposite.  If you want blessings in your life   (Q:  Who here wants blessings?)    It is through giving first to the Temple.  “Indifference to the things of God produces calamity.”

Irony:  Attention to blessings in our life cancels out the blessings or causes them, even if we have them, to not be a blessing. 

But

Inattention to blessings often brings them, and causes them to be a true blessing.

“You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little.”   Can anyone relate?

So, what should we do?   V. 8  “Go up into the mountain and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored.”

Q: Application???

1:12-15.  So the people set to work building the temple!   God says to us, I am with you!!!     That is what I want!  (Matthew 28:20)

They wanted blessings, but they had forgotten how to get them.

Zechariah 2:1-9 and 20-23  Encouragement from God for doing the work.

God knows that doing the work can be tiring and discouraging.  God knows that we can be discouraged by the size of the task and by our limited resources.

Haggai 2:4  Be strong and do the work.

I love 2:6   “In a little while, I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry lands.”

Let’s say it together out loud!!!    Do you believe it?

v. 8  The silver and the gold are mine…..    the things you are giving up to the temple….  The things all your neighbors think is valuable.   They are mine.

Final encouragement:   Haggai 2:20-23 (just read it).  A messianic prophecy.
IV. Zechariah:  The Messiah is coming:  Get your house in order.
Message of Zechariah:  Repent!  God’s salvation is coming.
( Dated prophecies:  Nov. 520 BC – Dec 518 BC

( Contemporary of Haggai

( Mentioned in Ezra 5:1

( Jerusalem is in ruins.  The foundation for the temple has been built.  However, the

   exiles who returned from the captivity have stopped work on the temple to build their 

   “paneled houses.”  There is serious need for a revival.

( The book is apocalyptic (it contains vivid symbolism which represents spiritual truths).

( The book contains many predictive prophecies, especially of the Messiah.

( The book is eschatological in nature (it is about end times).

Theme of Zechariah:   The Messiah is coming; get your house in order.
Outline of Zechariah:

Zech 1:1-6  It is time to repent!

Zech 1:7-6:8  Eight visions
Zech 6:9-15  Coronation scene (a messianic prophecy)

Zech 7:1-14 Religion vs. true worship.

Zech 8:1-14:21  The Messiah is coming! Get ready!
Zechariah 1:1  November, 520 BC

1:2-6   Repent!      v. 3 Return to me so I can return to you  (Revelation 3:20)


vs. 6.  Good news.  They repented and rebuilt the temple.  What about you?  Are you building God’s temple?   The temple was actually completed in April, 516 BC

1:7-17  Vision #1: A messenger on a red horse.      


The messenger reports the world is at peace, which is bad news to Israel as that means they will stay in bondage to Persia.


God’s reply: (v 16)  I will return to Jerusalem and rebuild my house!   Do not look at outward appearances.


Application:  If your situation or church seems stagnant, do not look at the outward appearance.  God can and will work in your life.

1:18-21  Vision #2:  The vision of four horns.


The four horns are four nations which scattered Israel.  The message:  God will judge these nations.  Trust in God.


Question:  How do you feel about the fact that God is a God of judgment on his enemies?

2:1-13  Vision #3   The man with a measuring line.


God will make his kingdom into a city without walls.  The church will become very great and will spread across the world.  God will protect his kingdom like a flame around a wall-less city.    2:6  Only come back, escape Babylon (sin) and come into my city (the kingdom of God).    This scripture is being fulfilled before our very eyes in this day.  2:13  Be in awe of what God is doing.

3:1-10   Vision #4    Joshua (the high priest) accused by Satan.   Joshua = Jeshua in Hebrew = Jesus in Aramaic.  This is a vision concerning Jesus himself.   Are you accused (Zech 3:2, Rev 12:10)  Or are you the deceived type (Jn 8:33-41)?


The branch (3:8) is Jesus.  The Messiah is coming to Jerusalem!!!


3:10   Have you invited your neighbor to sit under your vine by sharing your life and faith with him yet?

4:1-16   Vision #5    The golden lampstand with a bowl and seven lamps and the two olive trees.


Oil = the Spirit of God = annointing by God   (Heb 1:9, Ps 23, etc.)


Memory verse:   Zechariah 4:6.  Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of Hosts.


The twin olive trees represent the permanent, unending, river of power which can flow into our lives if we remain tapped into God.  The two trees, are symbolically, the priesthood and the kingship/governorship, which were combined forever in Jesus Christ.  Jesus is priest and king!  (Messiah is Hebrew for annointed).


4:7  The capstone is Jesus Christ (Acts 4:10,11)

5:1-4  Vision #6.  The flying Scroll.


Judgment on  sinners and the enemies of God’s people.

5:5-11  Vision #7  The woman in a basket.


Measuring basket = judgment.  The woman = “sin” = Babylon  (Revelation 18:2)


Sin has fallen, Judgment has come

6:1-8  Vision #8   The four chariots.     Judgment! (again)


See Revelation 6:2-7 for a parallel passage about judgment on sinners and on the enemies of God’s people

6:9-15  The coronation scene.   The Messiah is coming!


vs 11-13   Joshua = Jesus   v13 “harmony between the two” means between the priesthood and the government/king/governor.  This was accomplished in Jesus who is both high priest and king


vs. 15  A great picture of the kingdom of God.

7:1-14.  Religious observance versus true worship of God.  

Should we stop fasting in the fifth month?  God:  you were doing it as a hypocrite anyway, so what use were your fasts?  God’s answer is found in Zech 8:18,19.  No, your fasting will turn to joy when the Messiah comes and restores the (spiritual) kingdom to Israel.

A great memory scripture:  Zech 7:9.10     Show true justice.  Act like God.

Application:   Should I take care of this need over here?  Duhhhh!  Of course you should.

8:1-23   The Messiah will come to Jerusalem.  God can’t wait for it to happen


v. 3 We are the “city of truth.”  What a thought.  This prophecy was partially fulfilled in April, 516 BC when the temple was completed, but to a fuller extent in about 30 AD when Jesus came to Jerusalem.


v 4-23  Peace safety and security in God’s kingdom described in great detail.  A great passage to meditate/pray on.


v. 23 a great Bible talk.

9:1-8   Judgment on Phoenecia.

9:9-17.  The Messiah is coming to Jerusalem.  (do you see a pattern here yet?)


9:9  A great Messianic prophecy.  Fulfilled in Mark 11:4-10


9:11  waterless pit = us before salvation


9:13  Judah (Judea)  (  Ephraim (Samaria) ( Greece   That is exactly how the church spread.  A very specific prophecy.

10:1-11:3   Judgment on God’s enemies.  This shows God protecting his people and judging those who persecute the church (or the Jews before NT times).

11:4-17   God will revoke the Old Covenant and establish a New Covenant.


God will judge unfaithful Israel for rejecting his appearing to them (fulfilled in 70 AD when Jerusalem was destroyed).    Favor = (old) covenant  Union = unity of God’s people.


v. 10  the old covenant will be revoked.


v. 12, 13  A very specific prophecy about the Messiah.  Fulfilled in Matt 26:14 and 27:1-10 where a literal potter’s field was bought for a literal 30 pieces of silver.

12:1-9   God will bless his kingdom.   v. 8 very encouraging.

12:10-14.   A prophecy about the Messiah and about the church.  


Pour out spirit = Acts 2:  Pentecost.


pierced = the sword in Jesus’ side  John 19:31-37.

13:1-9   Further prophecies about the kingdom of God.


v. 1.  On that day…  The day of Pentecost (Acts 2:  )


v. 7,8  Fulfilled in Mark 14:49


v. 8  2/3 struck down = those who were not able to remain faithful during the horrible persecutions under Rome.   Would you be among the 2/3 to stay faithful, even when your life was threatened for your faith, or would you be among the 1/3 who remain faithful?  Look at those around you and think about where you are at.


v. 9  Even if you survive, you will be refined 1 Peter 1:6,7

14:1-21    End Times.  Judgment day.


Zech 14  =  Revelation 20:11-22:6


Also, compare Zech 14:2-9 with Matthew 24


v. 10  Jerusalem will be raised….   = Rev 21:2


v. 20-21   A picture of heaven.  No Canaanites = no merchants.  All your needs will be provided by God.

Predictive Prophecies in Zechariah

Messianic;

Zechariah 3:8-9  My servant the branch (The Branch of Jesse Isaiah 11:1,10)

Zechariah 6:11-13   A symbolic crowning of the Messiah in the form of the high priest Joshua.     Here is the man whose name is the Branch….      There will be harmony between the two.   Before Jesus, Israel had priests and kings.  Jesus is both.

Zech 9:9  Jesus triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  (Matt 21:2-7, Mark 11:4)

Zech 11:7-13   30 pieces of silver  Matt 26:14-15

                         


Throw it to the potter   Matt 27:3-10

Zechariah 12:10-14   The one they have pierced  (John 19:31-37)

By the way, Zech 12:11   The weeping that day will be …like the weeping of Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.    This is a reference to the death of Josiah.  609 BC    (2 Kings 23:29-30, 2 Chron 35:24-25)

Josiah was the last righteous king of Judah.   His death parallel to the death of the righteous king of Israel:  Jesus

Zechariah 13:7  Strike the shepherd and the sheep will be scattered. (Mark 14:27)

Kingdom Prophecies:

Zechariah 6:15   Those who are far away will come and help build the temple of the Lord.

Zechariah 8:1-7  I will return to Zion and dwell in Jerusalem.
Zechariah 9:10  His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.
Zechariah 13:1-3   On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David.….  Pentecost.

Zechariah 14:  God reigns in heaven.
V. Esther  God uses a righteous woman to save Israel.
Esther: Queen of Xerxes (485-465 BC) or Ahasuerus/Artaxerxes (465-425 BC)

Esther in the “writings” in Hebrew Bible.  Luther wanted to exclude it from the Bible because it does not mention God.  Only book not found in Dead Sea Scrolls.

Probably included by the Jews because it is the motivation for the festival Purim.

Esther is a prefigure of the Messiah.

VI  Nehemiah  God’s leader does great things.
Nehemiah 1:1, 2:1  In the 20th year of Artaxerxes  445 BC.
Arguably, the restoration of Judah was not completed until the work of Nehemiah.

1:2-3 Nehemiah sees a need.

1:4-11 Nehemiah seeks God for help

2:1-5  Nehemiah steps out on faith

2:6-9  God blesses Nehemiah’s faith

2:11-16 Nehemiah comes up with a practical plan.

2:17-20  Nehemiah gives vision to the people and calls them to unity.

3:1-6:16 The work gets done (despite an incredible amount of opposition)

9:1-10:39, 13:1-30  Nehemiah calls the people to repentance. 
My favorite verse:  Nehemiah 2:18  Let us rise up and build.”  So they began this good work.   Note, opposition began immediately.
VII. Malachi

Last book in the Bible:  What are God’s last thoughts to us?

Malachi = “my messenger”     Malachi may not be an actual name of a prophet

Date:  between 445-432 BC   Between the two visits by Nehemiah.

The situation:  The temple is rebuilt, but the people are relying in themselves.  They have faith in God, but their faith is in what God will do for them.   They are not being faithful to God.

Having faith in God vs being faithful to God.

Malachi:  God still loves Israel.  Offer Him true not false worship.

Outline:

Introduction:  God still loves Israel  1:1-5  

I  The Priests have been unfaithful  1:6-2:9


a. Unworthy offerings. 1:6-10 With such offerings…


b. What a burden. 1:13

II  The People have been unfaithful 2:10-3:18


a. In marriage and divorce 2:10-16


b. In tithes and offerings 3:6-12


c. What did we gain? 3:13-15

III  The Day of the Lord  is coming   4:1-6

Style:   Socratic.   Make a point,   Propose a question from a theoretical person,   Answer the question.

You have robbed God.

How have we robbed you?

In tithes and offerings.

Introduction:

1:1-5   I still love Israel.   Jacob have I loved, Esau I have hated.   Look at how Edom is doing even today.  I have every intention to bless Israel (if you will let me)

I.   The Priests have been unfaithful.    (and don’t forget that we are all priests)

It is time for us to look at our hearts!!!!

A. The priests have not honored me      1:6-14

You have not honored me.   How?

You have given me the leftovers.  Your job, your government, your family, your….   are obviously more important to you than to me?    (v 6-9)    God:  Do you think I am stupid?

Q:  How have we been like this?

How can you say that????    They act so innocent, as if God does not know their hearts.

They say, “What a burden!”   (v. 12-13a)

Cursed is the one who makes me an afterthought (v 13b-14)

Q:  How might we be like this?

2:1-4 some very tough words.  I will spread the bloody innards from the sacrifice on your faces.

Why?   Because you have not honored God.

B.  The Priests have not taught the truth.  2:5-9   

You have not taught the truth.  You have compromised/watered down the message.  You have made it too easy to be righteous.

True instruction should be in your mouth (v6)

Your lips should be preserving knowledge.(v7)

But you have turned from the way and by your teaching have caused many to stumble (v8)       violated the covenant        shown partiality

II  The People have  been unfaithful
A.  They have been getting divorces and marrying foreign wives.   2:10-16.  2:16  “I hate divorce.”
B.  The people have stopped trusting in God     2:17  Where is God’s justice?  

Q:  How have we been like this?

Also Malachi 3:13-14   It is futile to serve God.  What am I getting out of this?

Q:  How have we been like this?

But God is going to take care of us.  Do not worry!

3:1-5  God is coming in justice to punish the evildoers.

And   Malachi 3:16-18  God will take care of his people who trust in him.

3:6-7  Only return to me      What do you mean we left you?

You have robbed me. (v8)  Who, me?     You have not trusted me to take care of your things.

This is not about money.  It is about trusting that God will take care of us.   You have held back.  In your heart of heart, you did not really believe that God has your back.  That’s why you gave better stuff to your boss than to me.

It is about being faithful.    “Test me in this”

How?      Trust fully in me.

III  The Day of the Lord
Malachi 4:1-6    This passage summarizes everything we have learned in the prophets.
v. 1   The day is coming.   For sure.   Will the Day of the Lord be a bad day or a good day for you?   It depends.

a. Every evildoer will be stubble.   Not a root or a branch will be left to them.

b. Those who revere my name…    The sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings.    You will leap like a calf in its stall.   You will be really fired up.

Summary:   Remember my law (v 4)

I will send Elijah before that day.     (Luke 1:17  John comes in the spirit and power of Elijah,  Matt 11:14  He [John] is the Elijah who is to come)
The message:  sin in general, but especially materialism are contagious.  Holiness in not contagious.   We need to deal with materialism before God will bless our work.

The good news:  If we will repent, then GOD WILL BLESS US! (2:19)

Wisdom Literature

Mark Wilkinson

Intro: Wisdom Literature

Even before the Christian age the Jews organized the holy books of Scripture into three divisions which came to be designated Torah (“Law”), Nebhi˒im (“Prophets”) and Kethubhim (“Writings”). 

The poetic books have certain characteristics, which set them apart from the other books of the Bible.
 First, these books are almost entirely written in Hebrew poetry. (More about that in the Psalms).

Second, they are not historically oriented. Except for the Book of Psalms, there are few historical allusions here. 
Third, these books deal with issues, which are of universal concern to mankind. From the dawn of history human minds have grappled with such issues as suffering, love, and the brevity and meaning of human life. 
Fourth, direct divine speech is rare here. As a rule the writers are speaking for man to God rather than the reverse which is the essential characteristic of the prophetic books.

The cultural setting of the wisdom books is probably more important than the historical context in which they were written
Biblical wisdom literature is also unique when compared to the books of Moses or the prophets, for wisdom is not directly related to the covenant relationship with Israel. Instead it deals with the question of God’s just and ordered rule of the whole world.
Poetic Parallelism.
Hebrew poetry is not primarily a poetry of rhyme and meter. 

three basic types of parallelism: synonymous, antithetic and synthetic.

In synonymous parallelism an initial line finds verbal parallels in the succeeding line. A good example is Ps 19:1.


“The heavens are telling the glory of God,and the expanse declares the work of his hands.”


Chiastic parallelism is a subtype of synonymous parallelism, but instead of giving the parallel ideas in the same order they are presented in the opposite order. Ps 51:1 is an example:


“Have mercy on me, O God,

according to your lovingkindness,

according to the multitude of your mercies

Blot out my transgression.”


In antithetic parallelism the second line of a couplet expresses the opposite of the first. Ps 1:6, for example, places in contrast the way (lifestyle) of the righteous and the way of the wicked.


“Because Yahweh knows a way of righteous ones,

but a way of wicked ones shall perish.”


The term “synthetic” parallelism is used to describe all poetry which is not clearly synonymous or antithetic. Here the second line expands or amplifies the first line. In Ps 2:6, for example, the second line completes the first line:


“But as for me, I have installed my king

Upon Zion, my holy mountain.”


Synthetic parallelism sometimes indicates a comparison. This is especially common in Proverbs, as in 15:17.


“Better is a dish of vegetables where love is,

Than a fattened ox and hatred with it.”


Prose is not to be taken literally.

Ps.91:4 God has feathers

Gen.41:57- All countries? Even Americas?

Job.41:18-21 Leviathan is a dragon.
Outline of Job
	Job’s motives for serving God


	1–3



	Job guilty—or God unjust?


	4–27



	Where wisdom is found


	28



	Job’s claim of innocence


	29–31



	Elihu’s defense of God’s justice


	32–37



	God’s power and wisdom revealed


	38:1–42:6




The events seem to have taken place during the Patriarchal period of Bible history. 
The Book of Job is not religious fiction. Job was a real person, not an imaginary character; both Ezekiel (14:14, 20) and James (5:11) attest to that. Because he was a real man who had real experiences, he can tell us what we need to know about life and its problems in this real world.

Job- the man
A. His character (Job 1:1).
1. First, he was blameless (tam), i.e., whole, complete. He was a man without any obvious moral blemish, a man of integrity. The term tam, which is first used in Scripture of Noah (Gen 6:9), does not suggest that Job was sinless. Job’s blamelessness is affirmed in heaven (1:8; 2:3), by Job’s wife (2:9); and by Job himself (9:21). Even Job’s antagonists concede the blamelessness of Job in a general way (e.g., 4:6), although they argued that he must have been guilty of some serious offense to account for his calamities.

2. Second, Job was “upright” (yashar), i.e., he did not deviate from God’s standards. The combination of the terms “blameless” and “upright” indicate the peak of moral perfection.

3. Third, this patriarch is described as “fearing God,” i.e., he reverenced the creator and humbly submitted to his will. The ancient sages viewed the fear of God as the foundation of wisdom as well as its goal.

The overview:
The author of Job reveals information concerning the unseen spiritual battles that go on in this world. Since some of these events are a mystery to mankind, it is impossible for people to always understand the reason why God allows certain things to happen. This shows that reason cannot be the sole basis of a person’s relationship with God. Although wisdom writings encourage a rational understanding of life, they recognize the limitations of human wisdom and call people to fear God and put their faith in Him.
God’s response to Job accuses him only of one thing. He, a mere mortal, has interfered in God’s affairs. God does not dismiss Job; he instructs him. The speeches of God at the conclusion of the book serve the purpose of bringing center stage both the majesty and mystery of the universe. All creation bears witness to God. Job’s dilemma is resolved when he withdraws his challenge and acknowledges that he too is under the protection of the mysterious God who governs all creation.

To be more specific, the Book of Job reveals who God is. It shows the kind of trust, which God wants his children to have regarding him. Here is revealed God’s favor toward his children and his absolute control over Satan.

Job Guilty—or God Unjust?
Job’s three friends came to comfort and restore him. After an initial period of mourning and silence, the three adopted a pattern of alternating speeches. The three friends share their firm (but mistaken) convictions about why Job is suffering. There is wrong theology in the book. The three friends claim that all suffering is the result of sin and prosperity is the result of virtues. BE CAREFUL NOT TO BELIEVE THIS!

Job’s Claim of Innocence
The dialogue between Job and his friends ended in frustration for both sides. Job gave one final summary of his arguments to end his case. Formerly God blessed him, and he was a respected and honored man in society (29:1–25). But now he is mocked and dishonored in society and attacked by God (30:1–31). Yet he is innocent of a whole list of great and small sins (31:1–40). God must explain to him how this can be just.
The problem of human suffering is a major thrust of the book, but the answer that God provides is the who question rather than the why question!

The standard argument is that if God were powerful and good then He would stop all suffering. Since he does not, he is either not powerful or not good.
Elihu’s Defense of God’s Justice
Although Elihu was not introduced at the beginning of the dialogue, he now speaks to justify God’s action and refute Job’s claims. After a long introduction to defend his right to speak (32:6–22), Elihu refuted Job’s claim that God never answers people’s inquiries. God spoke through visions, painful diseases, and a mediator who will deliver those who repent of their sins (33:13–28). By reaffirming the justice of God, Elihu refuted Job’s claim that God was not dealing justly by treating everyone the same (34–35). Finally he described various aspects of the world that demonstrate God’s sovereign rule. Some of these were so beyond human comprehension that it was preposterous for anyone to question anything God does (36–37).

God’s Power and Wisdom Revealed
Finally the Lord answered Job in two speeches. First He challenged Job to teach Him about the measurements of the earth. It was God who created and controls the sea, the light, the underworld, and the weather through His power and wisdom (38:1–38). He also understands and controls the lion, deer, ox, ostrich, horse, and bird of prey (38:39–39:30). Can Job find some fault in God? No, he is silent in the presence of God’s power and wisdom (40:1–5).

In God’s second speech He challenges Job to teach Him about justice (40:6–14). But Job does not have the power or the wisdom even to bring the beasts Leviathan and Behemoth to justice, so how can he pretend to teach God who made these beasts (40:15–41:34)? In response, Job admitted that he complained to God about things he really did not know about. Now that his eyes are opened to the mystery of God’s glorious ways, he is humbled (42:1–5).

Job’s Restoration
God also revealed that Job’s friends were wrong and Job was correct. Job was not suffering for some great evil that he had committed. The three friends confessed their wrong, and Job prayed for them. Then God gave Job more children and blessed him with great riches.

Theological Significance of Job
1.
God may allow people to be tested so that they can demonstrate their dedication to God and His will for their lives.

2.
It is an error to conclude that all sickness and trouble come because of sin. Sometimes the innocent suffer, and the wicked are not immediately judged.

3.
Since people on earth cannot see the whole picture and have a very limited understanding of God’s plans and wise purposes, they should not question God’s justice.

4.
Comforting the sufferer is not achieved by naive accusations, but by identifying with their grief and praying for God’s mercy.

Psalms
Because David is “A man after God’s own heart” we can learn much about the heart of a godly man in Psalms.  This is the best book in the Bible for learning about how to have an intimate relationship with God and to help improve our prayer life.

5 books (mirror Pentateuch)

Book One- 1-41  Genesis: living victoriously

Book Two- 42-72   Exodus: ruin and redemption

Book Three- 73-89   Leviticus: Worship, sanctuary, holiness

Book Four 90-106   Numbers: Wandering

Book Five- 107-150   Deuteronomy: Ready to take possession.

Authorship

Moses- PS. 90

73 Psalms- David

12 Psalms- Asaph (50,73,74,75, 76,77,78,79,80,81,82,83)

10 Psalms- sons of Korah (42,44,45,46,47,48,49,84,85,87)


2 Psalms- Solomon (72, 127)

1 Psalm – Heman (88)

1 Psalm- Ethan (89)

50- orphan

Historical passages:

Psalm 59 -1 Samuel 19:11.

Psalm 56 -1 Samuel 21:10-15.

Psalm 34 -1 Samuel 21:10-22:2.

Psalm 52 -1 Samuel 22:9.

Psalm 54 -1 Samuel 23:15-23.

Psalm 7 -1 Samuel 23:24-29 (but this is problematic).

Psalm 57 -(1 Sam. 22:1-2) or  (1 Sam. 24).

Psalm 142, another passage that reports David’s being in a cave, 

Psalm 60 -2 Samuel 8:8, 13; and 1 Chronicles 18:9-12.

Psalm 18 is almost identical to 2 Samuel 22.

Psalm 51 -2 Samuel 11-12.

Psalm 3 -2 Samuel 15-18.

Psalm 63 -2 Samuel 15:23.

Psalm 30 may be connected with 1 Chronicles 21:1-22:1

Types of Psalms

Psalms of lament

An Invocation- A call to God for Help

Psalm 13:1- How long, O Lord?

A Lament (Complaint)

Pattern in Psalms of Lament:

a. Psalm 13:1-2 The Complaint 

God is not protecting me

My enemies are winning

I am in sorrow

Psalm 13:3-4

b. A Petition or request for God’s help

Psalm 13:5

c. Confession or statement of confidence

Psalm 13:6

d. A Vow of Praise

Psalms of Praise

A call to praise God

Reasons for praising God

Psalm 100

Psalm 147-148

Historical Psalms

Psalm 78 Review to teach the next generation

78:5-8 Don’t be rebellious

78:9-20 God’s Miraculous rescue from Egypt

78:21-39 God’s Anger at unbelief

78:40-53 Danger in forgetting God

78:54-72 Entrance into the promised land

Psalm 105; 106; 135

Imprecatory Psalms

Curses against the enemies of God

Ps.35;69;109

Ps.139:19-22 David hates those who hate God

Ps.139:23-24 David asks to be searched for anything unclean

Gal.1:6-10

Psalms of Confession

Psalm 51 & 32 relate to David and his sin

  Psalm 51 

David asks for God’s grace and compassion. (51:1, 2). 

David acknowledges that he did something that was evil and that he deserves His judgment (51:3, 4).

 But David is turning from this evil way of life and asking God to purify him, to wash him clean, to create in him a clean heart (51:7–10). 

He wants God to restore joy to his life so that he can share what he has learned with others (51:11–13). 

Once God has forgiven him David will praise God and sing for joy (51:14–17).

Wisdom Psalms

a group of psalms that reflect the teachings of the wisdom books (Ps. 1; 37; 73; 112; 127; 128)

Ps.1 Contrast the righteous with the wicked

Ps. 73 Similar to Job

Royal Psalms

First group are Psalms 20, 21, 45, 72, 89, and 132. These psalms call on God to protect his anointed king

 Greater importance are those psalms that celebrate the kingly rule of God Himself (Ps. 47; 93; 96–99).

Ps.47:2-7

Messianic Psalms

	Psalm
	Title
 
	NT References
 

	2

8

16

22

40

45

68

69

72

78:1f.

89

102

109

110

118

132 
	The Enthroned Son

The Last Adam

Resurrection

Death & Resurrection

Before Bethlehem

Messiah’s Deity

Advent & Ascension

Betrayer Punished

Messiah’s Reign

Parable Teller

Promise to David

Externality of Christ

Judgment on Judas

The Royal Priest

Rejected Cornerstone

Promise to David
	Acts 4:25–27; 13:33

Heb 2:6

Acts 2:25ff.; 13:35

John 19:23f.; Matt 27:39ff.

Heb 10:5ff.

Heb 1:8

Eph 4:8

Acts 1:16f.; Matt 23:38; 27:34

 

Matt 13:34f.

Acts 13:34

Heb 1:10ff.

Acts 1:16f.

Heb 1:8f.; 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:17, 21

Matt 21:9, 42; Acts 4:11

Acts 13:34

 


Ecclesiastes
Distinguishing Between Vanity and the Good
Outline of Ecclesiastes

Theme:  Life under the sun vs life under the Son
The meaningless of human effort without God.

Key words/expressions:   vanity    under the sun 
Mark’s Outline

1. Theme:  Vanity (1:2). 

2.  Intro:  Wealth doesn’t satisfy(1:3-11).

3. Pleasure doesn’t satisfy (1:12-11:6).

4. In the end everybody dies (11:7-12:7). 

5.   Theme repeated (12:8).

6. Conclusion: Fear God and keep his commandments (12:9-14).

	Experience reveals much vanity in life


	1:1–6:12



	Much repetition is vain


	1:1–11



	Striving only brings vanity


	1:12–2:26



	No one can fully understand life or God


	3:1–4:16



	The vanity of hypocrisy and riches


	5:1–6:12



	Experience shows what is good


	7:1–12:7



	Things that are good and wise


	7:1–29



	It is good to enjoy life


	8:1–9:9



	Work, be wise, avoid foolishness


	9:10–10:20



	Remember your Creator and fear God


	11:1–12:7




The preacher/teacher was a king in Jerusalem who was the son of David (1:1, 12). The only one who fits this description was Solomon. Was this a book written about Solomon, or did Solomon ever come to his senses and realize the vanity of his ways? Some suggest that he may have repented of his evil ways (1 Kings 11:1–11) when he was about to die, but the Bible never records anything about a revival at the end of his life.

Theological Significance of Ecclesiastes
1.
People who are always striving after more wisdom, pleasure, or wealth will find futility, not true satisfaction.

2.
Although people cannot fully understand God’s plans, He is in control of all the aspects of each person’s life.

3.
People should enjoy the food, family, and work that God has given them—these are God’s gifts.

4.
Above all things, fear God and obey His commandments; be wise and walk circumspectly in this evil world.

Proverbs
The Proverbs are generally classed as "wisdom literature” along with Job and Ecclesiastes.    There are two types of wisdom literature:
 (1) Practical instructions on how to live a good life.
 (2) Discussions of the meaning of life and the impact of suffering and tragedy.   Proverbs would fall under the first classification   Job and Ecclesiastes under the second.
The Spanish novelist Cervantes defined a proverb as “a short sentence based on long experience.”

2. 
AUTHOR(S)
A.        Solomon (1:1; 10:1).
B. 
The men of king  Hezekiah (25:1). 
C. 
Agur, the son of Jakeh (30:1).
D.        King Lemuel (31:1). (Another name for Solomon?)
It is generally agreed that Solomon is the original writer of chapters 1-29.   No valid arguments have been given to cause one to conclude otherwise.   There are some 915 verses in the book.   If each of the verses comprises a proverb, this would still fall well within the range of 3,000  proverbs Solomon  was said to have written (1 Kgs 4:29-32).
4.
TYPES OF PROVERBS
The Hebrew word mashal is translated “proverb,” “parable,” and even “allegory,” but its basic meaning is “a comparison.” Many of Solomon’s proverbs are comparisons or contrasts (see 11:22; 25:25; 26:6–9), and some of his proverbs present these comparisons by using the word “better” (see 15:16–17; 16:19, 32; 17:1; 19:1).

While proverbs are generally conceived as short, pithy sayings, the book of Proverbs presents several different forms. These include:

(1) Parables (6:6-11; 7:6-27).

(2) Instructions (4:23; 11:4).

(3)  Teaching poems (6:16-19).
(4)  A short saying involving a comparison  (25:25; 26:8). 
(5)  A short saying which does not involve a comparison  (18:22,24).  
The most common form of proverb found within the book is known as "distich."  A distich is a verse of two lines.  There are three forms of distich used in Proverbs:
A. 
The idea presented in the first line is presented in the second in slightly different form (11:25)
 B. 
The second line serves as a contrast to the thought expressed in the first (10: lff).
C.        A distinct truth is presented in each line with little or no connection between them (11:4,16,29).
5. 
OUTLINE
Prov 1:7 is the key vrse “The fear of the Lord is the beginning [chief part] of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” This statement is amplified in 9:10—“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy [Holy One] is understanding.” See also Job 28:28 and Psalm 111:10.
There are at least eighteen references to “the fear of the Lord” in Proverbs (1:7, 29; 2:5; 3:7; 8:13; 9:10; 10:27; 14:2, 26–27; 15:16, 33; 16:6; 19:23; 22:4; 23:17; 24:21; 31:30). If you read all these verses carefully, you’ll get a good idea of what this important biblical phrase means.

Song of Solomon
Song of Songs is a celebration of physical, romantic love between a husband and wife.

Outline of Song of Solomon
	Mutual expressions of love


	1:1–2:7



	Meeting of the two in the country


	2:8–3:5



	The wedding procession and marriage


	3:6–5:1



	The bride’s longing for her lover


	5:2–6:9



	Bridegroom’s assurances of love


	6:1–8:4



	Final affirmations of love


	8:5–14




A brief description of the events within each of these episodes will help clarify the movement of the action and the emphasis on expressing love for the beloved.

Mutual Expressions of Love
The woman desires to be with the king in his chambers (1:2, 3), but in all humility she does not see herself as beautiful (1:5–7). Solomon tells her how beautiful she is (1:9–10, 15). Then she thinks (1:12–14) and speaks about her admiration of Solomon and his house (1:16, 17). She still thinks she is just an average girl, like a common lily (2:1), but the great Solomon has caused her to be lovesick (2:3–6).

Meeting of the Two in the Country
One day Solomon went to this young lady’s country village and found her (1:8, 9). It is spring, and he calls her to come and spend some time with him (2:10–14). When he is gone, she dreams about him, goes looking for him at night, and finally finds her love (3:1–5). She cannot stand to be without him.

The Wedding Procession and Marriage
A grand picture of the wedding procession with the king carried on a couch and with soldiers begins the preparations for the wedding day (3:6–11). Solomon praises his bride’s outward appearance (4:1–6) and desires to go away with her to explore her love and the sexual pleasures of her garden (4:7–15). She accepts his love, and he enters her garden of love (4:16–5:1).

The Bride’s Longing for Her Lover
After the wedding the bride misses her absent husband. In her dreams the lovers are living on different schedules and are separated from one another (5:2–7). She is desperate to find him, but he is gone. All she can do is sing a song of praise that expresses her deep love for her husband (5:10–16). Finally he returns to her garden of love (6:2, 3) and tells of his love for her (6:4–9).

The Bridegroom’s Assurances of Love
Solomon reassures his bride of her beauty and his deep love for her (7:1–10). She desires to take him away into the country (and away from business), maybe back to her home, so that they can better enjoy their love for one another (7:11–8:3).

Final Affirmations of Love
The couple goes away, and love is awakened near her home (8:5, 6). She describes the strength of the power of love and how precious it is (8:6, 7). Although she used to be a young, immature girl who was pure and did not know a man (8:8, 9), she has now found Solomon and willingly gives herself to him (8:10–12).

Theological Significance of Song of Solomon
1.
Love expresses appreciation for the beauty (physical and mental) of the one loved and results in a powerful commitment of devotion and mutual fulfillment.

2.
Love can be given, but not required or purchased.

3.
Sexual purity before marriage is essential. Otherwise the unique bond of love within marriage will be weak.
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