A Christian Bill of Rights/Freedom in Christ
Q:  What is the advantage of freedom?

Illustration:  Mel Gibson  Braveheart    Freedom!!!!

What is so great about being free in America?  It is our national religion.  What have we done with our freedom?

Answer:  It is great if you use it serve and to do something great.   With personal sacrifice comes satisfaction.   Doing things because you have to does not fulfill.
Gal 5:1   For freedom we were set free.  Notice how Paul appears to repeat himself.  He is, in a sense saying, “We are free.  Seriously, I mean we are truly free!!!”
Freedom from what?    From the Law.

Context:  Freedom from laws and rules for salvation (v. 2)
The question:  What have we done with our freedom?

I remember when I went off to college.  I was SOOO fired up to be free.

But what did I do with my freedom?

The question:  Freedom for what?

Gal 5:5-6   Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision….

In Christ we move from have to serving God to want to…  Serving because we are saved and because we love God.

Gal 5:13-15
We have been set free.  Free for what?   To indulge the sinful nature?
Freedom to bite and devour one another?  NO!!!
No, we have been made free so that we serve one another (as well as those outside the body of Christ)
We become voluntary slaves.
Why did we share our faith?

Why did we study the Bible?

1 Peter 2:16,17  How does a free man live?  He takes responsibility for his actions.  He gets to choose to do the right thing.    This is where the joy comes from.
Free to serve

Free to submit willingly to your leaders.

“A cover-up for evil.”   This is what freedom is about for many Americans.

Freedom is wasted on most Americans.

Q:  Is freedom wasted on you?   Freedom for what?
Summary for 1 Peter 2:16,17   Let us use our freedom as an opportunity to offer ourselves to God, to others and to the work of the church.
1 Cor 9:1,2      9:15-23  
Rhetorical Question:  Am I not free?

Answer:  Yes, of course you are.

What did Paul do with his rights?  He gave them up to serve God and to serve the church.

Paul had a right to be married, to have a family, a career, a safe place to live…

1 Cor 9:12-14  Paul:  I have a right to be paid for my work.

“We did not use our rights.”  Why?  Because in giving up our rights to serve we gain the blessing of God.

1 Cor 9:15-18   I would rather die…    This was his greatest pleasure.   He wanted to make something of his life.
Paul: preached out of obligation:   no blessings from that.  
Put it out there out there:  Greatest joy in life:    truly pouring your life voluntarily into something and watching God bear fruit through it.

Q:  Greatest human?  Nelson Mandella, Albert Schweitzer, Gandhi, Paul, Mother Theresa.  All willingly gave up their freedom to become slaves to a worthy cause.
1 Cor 9:19-23

The key is vs. 23  I do this so that I may share in its blessing.
Why do I do what I do?
We have freedom.   No rules.   Yippeeeee!!!!   Now comes the test.   How are your QTs.  How are you using your money?   Now we really find about your heart.  

Ephesians 2:8-10.    
Praise God we are not saved by works.  We are saved by grace.  

We are not saved BY works, but we are saved FOR works.  
Your work:  Turn your gift into a ministry.
Your part is to use your gift to build a personal ministry.  Do not wait to be asked.  Start building a ministry.
My own example:  I decided about 25 years ago to pursue teaching as a ministry, whether others agreed with this or not.  

Stories:  

My wife Jan.  Her gift is to organize activities—to make things happen.  This is not my gift.  In the past year she has:

1. Put on a Tamale sale, raised $800, solicited a gift of $800 more and bought translation equipment for the region.

2. Put on a Christian concert for J. Brian Craig.

3. Put on a “barn dance” for the region.

4. Put on a Valentines Dance for the entire church.

Illustration:    Chariots of Fire    Eric Liddle    “When I run, I feel God’s pleasure.”

The car fixing ministry.

You have talents. 

If you do not use them to serve God, you are sinning.
If you do, you will experience great happiness. 
1 Peter 4:10-11   Each of you should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.
If you do not use them to serve God, you will miss out on the great blessing he has for your life.  This is your golden opportunity to have what God wants for you.

