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Easter Sermon

Passover, First Fruits, Unleavened Bread and Jesus
Today we are doing two things:

We are remembering the death of Jesus on Friday—the eve of the Passover—for our forgiveness of sins  14th of Nisan.    and

We are celebrating the resurrection of Jesus on the third day, on Sunday. This is the resurrection that gives us new life in Christ.  16th of Nisan.
When we were baptized we died with Christ on Friday and we were raised with Christ on Sunday.

To do this, we will use Jewish festivals.

Jews had seven major festivals.  Each of them is a prefigure of some aspect of the Christian life.

One-day Festivals.  Purpose:   to celebrate and to remember a specific event in our relationship with God.

Passover, Feast of First Fruits, Pentecost,  Feast of Trumpets, Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)

Seven-day Festivals.  Purpose:  to celebrate aspects of our relationship with God.    Unleavened Bread   Tabernacles/Booths
Three of these, Passover, Feast of Firstfruits, and Unleavened bread occur around Easter and are associated with the death and resurrection of Jesus.
I. The Passover. 
A.  Passover is a foreshadow of “Good Friday” and the death of Jesus, which resulted in our being freed from slavery to sin.
The final plague.  God sent the destroying angel to kill all the firstborn in Egypt.

The 10th plague is found in Exodus 11

Read Exodus 11:1-2 and 4-5.

The firstborn sons of every family were under a death sentence.   This is an historical foreshadow as, like the Egyptians and the Jews, we, too, were under a death sentence (because the wages of sin are death).

But God provided for them (and also for us) a way of escape.  He caused the destroying angel to “pass over” the Jewish homes.

Exodus 12:1-13  
v. 2 “first month” is Nisan

v. 5-7  The solution to the death sentence of the 10th plague:  On the 14th day of the month of Nisan, sacrifice an unblemished lamb.  Put the blood on the wood frame above your door.   
In order to eat the Passover meal—the Lord’s Supper—in order to have our sins passed over, we, too, must be in a house which has a door frame smeared with the blood of Jesus.

What is this about?

Remember the ten plagues.  The punishment for sin….   Exodus 12:12-13, “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn—both with men and animals—and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt;  I am the Lord.  The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you.  No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.  

Imagine the sense of dread on that night, even though their doors were marked with blood of the lamb.
How do we escape a certain death?  How do we escape slavery in Egypt?

We, too lived in fear of spiritual death. We, too escaped slavery to sin.
God:   Kill a lamb and sprinkle the blood on the wooden beam above the door of your houses.

Us:  a prefigure of the crucifixion.  Jesus, an unblemished, sinless “lamb”’s blood was sprinkled on a wooden crossbar for us, so that we would no longer be under death sentence.
Other instructions:

God:  Do not break any of the bones of the Passover Lamb (Exodus 12:46)

(Psalm 22:17, Jn 19:31-33)

None of Jesus’ bones were broken (unlike the criminals crucified with him).
The lamb must be eaten inside the house which had been consecrated by the blood of the lamb. Ex 12:46  Salvation is only found IN CHRIST.  And we are baptized into Christ.
Jesus was killed the eve of the Passover (the 14th of Nisan)!!!!   Is this coincidence??
The blood of the Passover lamb saved the first born of Israel from physical death.

The blood of Jesus, shed on Passover saves us from spiritual death.

Exodus 12:31-36  The blood of the Passover lamb freed Israel from physical bondage to physical slavery.

As long as they remained slaves in Egypt, they could not worship God.

The death of Jesus freed spiritual Israel from spiritual bondage to sin.

As long as we were not yet baptized into Christ (as they were baptized into Moses in the Red Sea), our sins separated us from God so that he would not hear.

Note: The Passover required an unblemished lamb.

Jesus was an unblemished lamb.   Jn 1:29  Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.   1 Cor 5:7-8  Jesus is our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Therefore let us keep the festival (of Passover)  Rev 13:8  The lamb “slain from the foundation of the world.”
Sacrifice of a sheep:  The picture of innocence and of lack of resistance.  Sheep just stand there and let you kill them.

Us:  Jesus was totally clued in to what was happening, yet he still acted just like a sheep.

B.  The Passover was a foreshadow of the death of Jesus to save us from slavery to sin, but it was also a foreshadow of the Lord’s Supper.

Instead of the Last Supper, we could call it the last Seder—the Seder being the Passover meal that Jews celebrate to this day.

Jesus was celebrating the Passover with his people.  Luke 22:14-18.  It will find fulfillment in the kingdom of God.  That’s right…  The Lord’s Supper.  No more seders.  The Lords supper will replace this foreshadow.

1.  The Passover meal was given as a remembrance of God’s salvation (Exodus 12:14)   commemorate   for generations to come…a lasting ordinance.
For us, the Lord’s Supper is a remembrance of one who died to save us from sin.
2.  The Passover meal includes unleavened bread.  The Jews had to leave their life of slavery so hastily that they had to use unleavened bread.  Meaning for us:  leave your life of sin.  Do not look back.   Leaven = influence of sin.     LS also includes unleavened bread.
Exodus 12:11  Eat it is haste.  12:33-34  they took the dough before the yeast was added.  
I tell you, now is the day of salvation 2 Cor 6:2   Flee your life of sin!  Flee Sodom and do not look back.

1 Cor 5:7,8  a little leaven works through the whole batch of dough….

Therefore let us keep the festival  Passover, LS
For us, the Lord’s Supper is a time to consider our sins and repent.
3.  The Passover meal included eating a sacrificial lamb without defect to remember their salvation from death  (same with us it LS)

4.  Bitter herbs  Remember the bitterness of slavery in Egypt. Exodus 12:8   For us:  we ought to examine ourselves and remember the bitterness of being enslaved to sin. Bitter herbs.   They ate bitter herbs as a reminder of the bitterness of slavery in Egypt.

Was it hard for them to remember it was bad to be a slave? Absolutely!!!!!!!

We need to be reminded every week how terrible life in sin was.  
5.  wine.  Traditionally, three cups.  The third cup was shared after supper.  This was called the cup of redemption.  After supper he took the cup….   The cup of redemption.
For us, a remembrance of the blood of Jesus, shed on the cross.

Phillip Lester:   The essence of the Passover is that of the Lord’s Supper:  it is about remembering where we come from: the bitterness of enslavement and the price of our deliverance from enslavement; the blood of a lamb, slain from the creation of theworld.

II.  Today we are not only celebrating the death of Jesus, more importantly, it is Sunday, and we are celebrating the resurrection of Jesus.  This, too, is foreshadowed in a Jewish 1-day festival:  The Feast of Firstfruits!!
The Feast of Firstfruits.  Mentioned briefly in Exodus 23:16 “a harvest festival.”

More thoroughly in Leviticus 23:9-11.  This was a harvest festival.  
But it is a strange harvest festival because it is a harvest festival when there is, literally not yet a harvest.  Late March or early April.
They brought the very first green heads of the wheat crop as a confident statement that God will bring in the harvest.   
An anticipation-of-the-harvest festival.
It is a festival that shows our faith that the harvest comes from God.  Leave your homes, while the fields are still growing.  Trust me.  The harvest is from me.
What is this a foreshadow of?    The Resurrection of Jesus!!!

Feast of Firstfruits is celebrated  “The day after the Sabbath (Leviticus 23:11)  What Sabbath?   The Passover Sabbath.  In other words, two days after the Passover meal.   Passover Meal (14th of Nisan),  Sabbath (15th of Nisan),  Feast of Firstfruits (16th of Nisan).

Guess what!   Jesus rose from the dead on the day of Firstfruits.

Jesus is the firstfruits of those who will be harvested for eternal life.

Jesus rose from the dead on the Day of Firstfruits because he is the harvest before real harvest begins.
That Jesus rose from the dead is a promise to all of us that we, too will rise from the dead.  We, too, will be resurrected.
Today we are celebrating, not the Passover, but the Feast of Firstfruits.  Hebrew: Bikkurim
Let’s say that to your neighbor:  Happy Bikkurim!

Colossians 1:18  Jesus the firstborn from among the dead.

1 Corinthians 15:20-26    The resurrection of Jesus, like the feast of Firstfruits is a promise of a future harvest!

v. 20  Christ has, indeed, been raised from the dead.

Can we get an amen on that?

“The firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

In Christ, all will be made alive.

Romans 6:3-4  If we are united with him in the Passover—then we will be united with him in the Feast of Firstfruits.  We, too, will be raised from the dead!!!

v. 23  First Christ the firstfruits, then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 

Today we celebrate the resurrection of Christ.

We should celebrate our present and future resurrection in Christ!!!
C  Feast of Unleavened Bread.   A 7-day feast.

Exodus 12:17-19   

For seven days no yeast is to be found in your house.   Most Jews think of this as part of the Passover.
Celebrate your salvation and your freedom from the “yeast” of sin.

Feast of Unleavened Bread =  Celebrating a life lived free of sin.   
17 “Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread, because it was on this very day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this day as a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. 18 In the first month you are to eat bread made without yeast, from the evening of the fourteenth day until the evening of the twenty-first day. 19 For seven days no yeast is to be found in your houses. 20 Eat nothing made with yeast. Wherever you live, you must eat unleavened bread.”

Purpose: To celebrate the fact that we are now free from slavery to sin.  Let us rejoice in our freedom.

Our baptism brought on forgiveness of sins.

Unleavened bread reminds us every day that we are forgiven.

But let us continue to be free of the leaven of sin.  Let us commit to live the life of one who has been given a new life, free of sin.

For us:   Every single day is a feast of unleavened bread.  We need to celebrate our freedom in Christ!

Romans 6:5-7
If we have been united with him in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so the body of sin might be rendered powerless, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.
This passage reminds us of all three of the Jewish Passover festivals.

If we have been united with him in his death (Passover, Good Friday)

We will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection (Firstfruits, Easter Sunday)

So that the body of sin may be rendered powerless, that we would no longer be slaves to sin (Unleavened bread, a life not enslaved to sin).

Let us celebrate today the feast of Passover, of Firstfruits and of Unleavened bread.

In fact, we will do so right now as we take the Lord’s Supper, which is a commemoration of the Passover.

