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Introduction:
Who is Jesus?

Matthew 16:13-16  Who do people say I am?
Q:   Ideas about Jesus:  Who do people say he is?

Sage

Prophet

Liar

Crazy person

Messiah

Son of Man

God in the flesh

Legend/Myth

Man  (ie. mere man)

An important religious leader (among many)

Q:  Specific examples of people or groups of people who accept some of these?

Some of these do not contradict

Example:    Liar and crazy

Sage, prophet, Messiah, God in the flesh.

We sponsored a debate in 2010 between Robert Price and Douglas Jacoby:   Jesus: Man, Myth or Messiah?

The trilemma (C. S. Lewis)  Liar, Lord, Lunatic

More modern version (Doug Jacoby)  Liar, Lord, Lunatic, Legend

Robert Price:    Man and Myth      (he was a real person, but his followers made him into a mythical miracle-working, dying-and-raising man/god)

Our Outline:
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IV   Extra-Biblical sources on Jesus

V  Reliability of the Witnesses

VI  Archaeology and Jesus

VII  Messianic Prophecies

VIII  The Miracles of Jesus
IX  The Resurrection of Jesus

IX  Transformed Lives

I.  Jesus and other religious leaders.   
Who is Jesus?  Might he be, as some say, one among many religious leaders
What did Buddha, Mohammed, etc. claim about themselves and what did their immediate followers claim about them?

Buddha (Siddhartha Gautama) about 567-487  BC

Claimed to be a wise teacher.   Did NOT claim to work miracles.   Did NOT claim to be God.   Did NOT claim to be a prophet, per se.  Did not claim to be perfect.

Muhammed  AD 570-632   

Claimed to be a prophet.   Claimed to receive revelation directly from an angel.   Did NOT claim to be God.   Did NOT claim to be able to work miracles.   Did NOT claim to be perfect (but Muslims are a bit shaky on this)

Zoroaster (Zarathustra)  Founder of Zoroastrianism.   (about 1000 BC, but we do not know plus or minus a few centuries when or where he lived.  Maybe in Eastern Iran, maybe in central Asia)   We do not know when or how he died.   In fact, he may very well be a completely legendary figure.    Claims: a prophet and good teacher.

Moses (about 1460-1380 BC?)    Claimed to be a prophet.  Claimed to receive knowledge directly from God.   Did claim to work miracles.   Did NOT claim to be perfect.   Did NOT claim to be God.

Lao Tzu  Similar claims to those of the Buddha

Mary Baker Eddy, (Christian Science)  Ellen G. White(7th Day Adventist), Joseph Smith Mormonism), Baha’Ullah (Bahai)   All claimed to be prophets and to provide inspired teaching.   Did NOT claim to work miracles.   Did NOT claim to be God.   Joseph Smith did claim that parts of the OT were about him and he did make claims which gave him an almost messiah-like figure.

Bottom line, Jesus is the only figure in the entire history of mankind who has made such outrageous claims who has ever been taken seriously by more than a tiny lunatic fringe.

Jesus is very different.   In fact, Jesus is completely unique.

The only figures Jesus is even slightly similar to is completely mythical “people.”

(such as Krishna or Osiris…  see below)

Mention recent interaction with a Krishna devotee on line.

II.  Claims of Jesus

These claims were made publicly, more often than not in front of hundreds of people, most likely made dozens of times, even if we only have one or two records of the claim.

[Note:  We will look at the question of whether Jesus really said these things when we consider the reliability of the witnesses and of the Gospel writers.  We will also consider the question of whether or not it is believable that Jesus did in fact work miracles, but for the sake of argument, we will address the question of the claims of Jesus at face value and ask what they say about him]
1.  I am the subject of the Old Testament!  John 5:39  “These are the scriptures that testify

     about me.”     Imagine the audacity in the context.
2.  John 6:35f  I am the bread of life.       (I am spiritual food which, when eaten, will result in eternal life v. 40   6:44   I will raise him up    v 51  I am the living bread   v 54  I will raise him up.

a. Note how Jesus backed up this claim  John 6:1-15

3.   Jn 8:49-59 and Jn 10:27-33   Jesus claimed to be God.

Jn 8:58   “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I 
            AM!”  Here of course, Jesus is referring directly back to Exodus 3:14.

a. Note the response 8:59 At this they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid 
            himself, slipping away from the temple grounds


John 10:30   I and the Father are one.   

a. Out of context, we could debate the implications, but look what happened.
    10:31-32   Again, the Jews picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them,  “I have shown you many great miracles from the Father.  For which of these do you stone me?”   “We are not stoning you for any of these,” Replied the Jews, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God.”
4.  A life without sin.   John 8:46     Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?


a. Note their response.   “Aren’t we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?”     Accusing him of being crazy or attacking his heritage.  Not very rational!

5.  I am the resurrection and the life.  John 11:25  “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even if he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”

a. Note how Jesus backed this up.  Jn 11:38-44.    Lazarus come out.

b. Note hundreds of witnesses.    Note the response was either to believe in Jesus or to want to kill him.     Jn 11:45-48.

6.  I am the only way to God.  No other way.   John 14:6

Q:   Other claims?  (most will perhaps fall into a previous category)

7.  Forgive sins.  Mark 2:1-12  “Son, your sins are forgiven.”

a. He’s blaspheming!  Who can forgive sins but God alone.

The point:   anyone making these claims is either crazy, a liar or…..

Could Jesus have been a nice guy?  Could he have been a moral guy with a nice philosophy?

Is there any evidence Jesus was crazy?   Does anyone claim this?

What do crazy people do?  They are unstable.  They have irrational view of self.

Mark 3:22-30  His family: “He is out of his mind.”  (v. 21)
                        Rabbis: “He is possessed by a demon.”   (v. 22)
                        Jesus:  This is totally illogical

Is there any evidence Jesus was a liar?   What do liars do?   Liars keep things close to the vest.  
Two possibilities:  Either Jesus made these claims or he did not.   If he did not, then he is, at least in some sense a “myth.”

If he did, then he is who he claimed to be, unless we can prove he is a liar or a crazy person.

JESUS’ CLAIMS ABOUT HIMSELF IN THE BOOK OF JOHN

	Claim of Jesus
	Scripture
	Hearer’s Response 

	Fulfilled all the O.T. prophecies of the Messiah
	John 5:39
	Refused to come to him

	I am the bread of life
	John 6:35
	Grumbled

	A life without sin
	John 8:46
	Jesus is demon-possessed (crazy)

	I AM God
	John 8:58
	Attempted to stone him

	I and the Father are one
	John 10:30
	Attempted to stone him

	I am the resurrection and the life
	John 11:25
	Plotted to murder him

	I am the only way to God


	John 14:6
	No negative response (Jesus talking to disciples)


III.   The Jesus Myth Myth

Claim;

Jesus may well have been an actual person who was a controversial religious teacher and who lived in Palestine two thousand years ago.  He may even have been killed by the Romans under Pontius Pilate around AD 30, but most of what is claimed about Jesus is mythical/legendary material interpolated onto him after he died based on other parallel mythical ideas from the surrounding pagan religious ideas.

In other words, Jesus is like King Arthur or Robin Hood or Romulus.  Probably a real person, but almost nothing said about him is true.

For this to work, he must be almost totally mythical.

Robert Price:   Not even sure he actually lived.    Accounts of him feeding 5000 are taken from the story of Elisha.

Supposed mythical parallels to Jesus:   God/man   dying and rising savior myths.

Adonis (Greek)

Osiris (Egypt)

Tammuz (Egypt)

Dionysus (Greek)

Mithra (Persia)

Krishna (India)

Appolonius of Tyana

Peregrinus

Empodocles

Attis

Hercules

Romulus

Baal

Parallels:   miraculous birth,  tested by demons, worked miracles, execution on a hilltop, betrayal by brothers, 12 disciples, killed, raised from dead, ascension.

Problems with this view:

1.  It requires cherry picking.   If you have hundreds of myths, you can scan them all for supposed parallels.  No single myth has much at all parallel to Jesus.

2.  Most of these stories were written AFTER Jesus (the only one which for sure predates Jesus is Osiris).   Who stole from whom?   Most come from the first few centuries AD when the story of Jesus had become quite influential.

3.  Most of these “people” never lived!  Only Appolonius, Peregrinus and (maybe) Romulus and Empodocles even lived.  Two of them after Jesus.

Jacoby to Price:   Which are your favorite parallels which prove the Jesus story is literary rather than historical.

Price:   Appolonius of Tyana and Osiris

Osiris:   An Egyptian god/man.  Very obviously a mythical figure.

Killed by his brother.   Body cut up into 13 pieces.   His wife Isis reassembles and sews back together 12 of the 13 pieces (see the parallel to the apostles?)   He comes back to life and goes to rule in the underworld to judge the living and dead.

Appolonius of Tyana.  (ca 15-100 AD)  A miracle worker.   A Pythagorean in the city of Tyana in 1st century AD.   Saves a friend in Corinth.  Predicts a plague in Ephesus.  Says:  stone this beggar to death to end the plague.   The do so, and when they remove the stones they find a large dog who was the cause of the plague.   Appolonius disappears and is never seen again.

No death.  No resurrection.  No ascension.   

Only one very unreliable source by Philostratus.   Completed about AD 230.  A literarly fiction.   No eye witness testimony.  He is probably a real person who had a group of followers.  His followers claimed that he worked miracles, but Philostratus’s book may well have been written to make Appolonius a rival of Jesus.

Empodocles:   Died at 60 years of age.   Jumped into Mt. Aetna.  He rises up in the fire and ascends to the moon, living on the dew on the moon.

Perigrinus  95-165 AD  After killing his father, he escaped to Palestine, where he became a Christian.  He later left the church, moved to Egypt, where he became a Cynic philosopher.  He sold all he had and moved to Rome where he preached against the Roman government.  He is famous for preaching his funeral oration, after which he killed himself.   He willingly gave his life for the people.  See the parallel?

At the Olympic Games of 161, he announced that he would publicly burn himself to death at the following Olympics:[14]
He said that he wanted to put a tip of gold on a golden life; for one who had lived as Heracles should die like Heracles and be commingled with the aether. And I wish, said he, to benefit mankind by showing them the way in which one should disregard death; wherefore all men ought to play Philoctetes to my Heracles.[15]
He carried out his promise: on the final night of the Olympic games in 165, he immolated himself on a funeral pyre located 20 stadia (3.7 km) east of Olympia.[16] Lucian, who was present, witnessed the event, having heard Theagenes, Peregrinus' most ardent disciple, praise his master's intentions.

Did the Christians steal the resurrection from Osiris?   Is it believable that Jews would make up the story of Jesus’ resurrection, modeling it on Osiris, to make Jesus into something he was not?

Are ANY of these parallels?

No parallel to the idea of a god-made-man dying for the sins of the people to save them from their sins, then resurrecting from the dead and ascending to heaven to be with God.

Nothing even close to this.

Robert Price:   “Gnostic writers put a truck load of their own sayings in the mouth of Jesus.”

Did early Christians do this sort of thing?  Yes.

Acts of Peter (3rd century)   Peter squares off with Simon Magus.   A dog tells Simon Magus to repent.   Jesus raises a smoked fish to life.

Gospel of Thomas.   Jesus works whacky miracles as a baby which seem quite silly.   Jesus kills a child for carelessly bumping into him.

Christians took stories in the Old Testament of Greek sources and attributed them to Jesus.

Jesus sending demons into the pigs and they run into the lake is parallel with a story in the Odyssey of Homer.

Feeding 5000 taken from the story of Elisha.   

Q & A’s from my web site:

Question:

I am getting hit with this subject more often. The bassist in my band who I basically live with when on tour sent me this video after a long talk we had on the tour bus. There are a lot of claims with no evidence to back it up however I think it’d be great when you have to time to dissect this and refute it. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gELzYupzXs&feature=related
Response:

My response is the same.  All these claims are refuted, either at my web site or in the debate between Douglas Jacoby and Robert Price (www.ipibook.com).   I want to challenge you to do the research from the references I already gave you.   I believe I have already addressed these questions sufficiently, except that you need to be willing to do the little bit of research required.

I will not refute all of the claims in this rather deceitful video, but let me mention just a couple of things.

For example, he says that Jesus was born on Dec. 25th, which, according to this guy, is a clear rip-off of these other god-man myth figures.  There is a problem with this, which is that Jesus was definitely NOT born on Dec. 25th.   The Bible certainly did not steal this from other myths, as it is not even a biblical claim.  When Jesus was born, the shepherds were out in their fields, which would not happen in Judea in December.  More likely, it was either in Sept-Oct. or March-May.  No one knows the date of Jesus’ birth.

They he does something rather sneaky—actually rather deceitful.   He talks about the three days before the sun begins to turn south as the cosmological reason for the claim of resurrection on the third day.   First of all, if the sun is still, it is still Dec 20-22, not Dec 21-24.  Second of all, the Southern Cross is not even visible in the winter in the northern hemisphere.  The idea that the Jesus story of resurrection was created as an astrological symbol is really quite ridiculous, first of all, because the symbol would not even have made sense to a Palestinian in the first century, and second of all, because there is absolutely no evidence that the church believed his birth was on Dec. 25th for three centuries.  By this time, the supposed “myth” of the resurrection on the third day had been in place for three hundred years.  This argument makes no sense and, for the person who is composing it, it requires a purposeful deceit. 

Next, the supposed parallels are a mixture of clear out-and-out lies and parallels which exist because other religions borrowed  from Christianity, not the reverse.   You can do as much research as you like, but it is simply NOT TRUE that Attis was claimed to have died and been resurrected on the third day.   I challenge anyone to find an ancient source which says this.  There is none.   Period.  Neither is it true that believers in Horus believed that he died and was resurrected on the third day.  This is a bold-faced lie!!!   If you look into the actual claims and beliefs about Mithra, Krishna, Horus and the like, you will find in each case perhaps one or two claims from this video which are true.  For example, it is true that some Mithraites believed that he had 12 followers.  The problem with this as refutation of the Jesus story is that the idea of 12 disciples of Mithra came AFTER the gospels were written.   This religion (Mithraism)  was begun after Christianity.  The Dec. 25 birth dates (which is a lie in several cases, but is an actual claim in others) was clearly applied to Mithra or others AFTER it was already assigned to Jesus.   The oldest sources we have on Dionysus or Krishna come from hundreds of years after Jesus.  By the fourth century, Jesus was the dominant religious figure in the Mediterranean and the Near East.   Believers in other religions borrowed from Christianity.  NOT vice versa.   This is the source of the tiny fraction of actual parallels, not the other way around.   Again, a large majority of the claimed parallels are plain old ordinary lies.   The small proportion which can actually be found in ancient sources on these mythological figures comes from after the Christian age, and was almost certainly borrowed from Christianity and not vice versa.

The most important point:   Jesus was a real person.  We know where he was born, where he lived, where and how he died, the names of his father, mother, brothers and more than 25 of his closest followers.   The reason the New Testament says he had twelve apostles is that he had twelve apostles.  We know their names and some of them are mentioned in non-Christian sources.  The reason the Bible says that he was raised on the third day is because he was raised on the third day.    The reason that the scriptures claim that Jesus was born from a virgin is because Mary told people she was a virgin when Jesus was born.  The gospel writers were not creative myth-robbers, making up a myth by using scraps of other myths.  They were real people who really observed the events or heard about them from eye-witnesses, and most of them were killed for believing in these things.   The idea that they created a myth about a person who never lived is absolutely ludicrous.   Let us contrast this with Mithra, Krishna, Dionysis, Horus, etc….   These are not real people.  We do not know where they lived, we do not know when they died.   We know absolutely nothing about them as historical figures because they are NOT historical figures.   They are myths.  They are not historical figures, as even the believers in these religions will admit (not that anyone believes in Horus or Dionysus any more).  There are exceptions to this.  For example, Buddha was a real person.  We know approximately when and where he lived and when he died.   Of course, there are few if any parallels between Buddha and Jesus because he was a real person, and therefore harder to mythologize.

There are literally hundreds of bogus claims, exaggerations and deceptions in this video, as well as a few facts which are best explained by a very different perspective than that of the author.   As for those hundreds of false claims, exaggerations and deceptions, I will leave them for you to do some research.
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Question:

A friend sent me this video http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNf-P_5u_Hw, about this movement Zeitgeist, I was looking for information about them.  They believe that Jesus is a mythical story. What do you think about this? Is there any information that I can read and  give to my friend that suport the existence of Jesus versus this video?
Answer:
I have seen this video before.  There is nothing new here.  It has become a common tactic of skeptics of Christianity to imply that the Jesus of the Bible is a myth created by the church in the second century or later, borrowing from the common god/man myths in the Near East.  We at ARS sponsored a debate between Dr. Doug Jacoby and Dr. Robert Price on this very topic.  The title was Jesus: Man, Myth or Messiah?  You can get a copy of the debate at www.ipibooks.com.  I have taught a class recently on the topic.  You can find a copy of the notes and power point at http://www.evidenceforchristianity.org/index.php?option=com_custom_content&task=view&id=5029&&Itemid=52
Let me comment briefly on the Zeitgeist video.  First of all, this is a mixture of truth, exaggeration, manipulative use of information and outright lies.   Many of the claimed parallels are simply flat out falsifications.  Most of them are things said about these gods only hundreds of years after the life of Jesus.  In other words, these claims about Horus, Mithra and others are stolen from Christianity, not vice versa.
Here is why the entire premise of this video is bogus.  The difference between Jesus and gods like Horus, Krishna, Osiris, Empodocles and the others is that Jesus was a real person.  We know where he lived.  We know when he died.  We know the name of his mother and his father.  We know where, when, how and why he died.  We have historical references to the life, death and ministry of Jesus from non-Christian authors such as Tacitus, Pliny, Suetonius, Josephus and others.  These non-Christians give us information such as the fact that Jesus was crucified, that he came from Galilee, that he was known as a miracle-worker.  The Zeitgeist video claims that the story of the twelve apostles was borrowed from other myths.  The problem with this is that these twelve apostles are real historical figures.  Is anyone going to claim that Peter, Paul, John and Andrew did not really live and that they were not really apostles of Jesus.  You should be extremely skeptical of the Zeitgeist claims that such and such god was believed to have had twelve apostles.  Almost certainly this detail was added AFTER Jesus, not before, but even if this was not the case, Krishna is a myth.  No one really believes that he or Horus or Osiris are real people.  Jesus was definitely real.  We have writings from multiple people who actually knew Jesus.  We know the names of at least three of his brothers.  Josephus reports the execution of Jesus’ brother James.  Will these authors claim that Josephus made up the existence of Jesus and his brother?  That Jesus worked miracles was not denied by the Jews.  The Talmud, a Jewish document of the first or second century, tells us that Jesus (Yeshu) was a sorcerer, which is the Jew’s way of explaining his miracles. 
The gospels are not myths.  The claim that they are in fact mythical is really rather irresponsible.  They are written as straightforward history.  Thousands of those who knew Jesus–both those who accepted his claims and those who did not–were still alive and capable of responding when the gospels were written.  Matthew, Mark and Luke were written in the fifties or sixties AD when thousands of eye-witnesses to Jesus were still alive.  It in inconceivable that they could have created a complete fabrication.  Besides, all the apostles lived in constant fear of being arrested or killed, yet none of them ever relented of their story of the miracles of Jesus and his resurrection from the dead.
Remember, that many of the supposed parallels to Jesus mentioned in this manipulative video are outright fabrications.  The great majority of the parallels involve things claimed for these false gods AFTER the life of Jesus.  Common sense tells us that the borrowing is from the Jesus story to these pretenders.  Zeitgeist says that the birth of Jesus was on December 25th, but we know for a fact that Jesus was not born on December 25th.  They say his birth in Bethlehem is a mythical retelling of his being the bread.  The problem with this is that Bethlehem is a real place and Jesus really was born there.  They try to make a connection between the sun and the southern cross, failing to notice that the southern cross is not even visible from the Northern Hemisphere.  This is sheer nonsense, cobbled together to create a false impression that the death on the cross is a lie.  It is not a lie.  We should accept the word of historians in the time of Jesus rather than the biased reasoning of these authors.
Really, this video is a lot of nonsense, dressed up to look like good argument.  Jesus is a very real person.  He really did work public miracles in front of thousands of eye-witnesses.  He was crucified in Jerusalem, not to fulfill some astrological meaning, but because the Jews wanted him killed.  His tomb was empty.  More than five hundred of his followers saw him alive after his execution.  These are historical facts.  They are not fabrications.  Do not be intimidated by this deceitful video.
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Conclusion:

The idea that the Jesus of the gospel is an interpolated myth simply does not hold up to the evidence.   Purported parallels do not hold up to scrutiny.   Even if they did, all the evidence point to the historical veracity of the NT accounts.

IV.  Other pictures of Jesus
1. Jehovah’s Witness:   The first and greatest created being.

Fundamental beliefs of JW movement:

1.  Jesus Christ is the archangel Michael.  He definitely is not deity.  He is a 

    very powerful created being.  He was not raised from the dead in a 

    physical body.

Jesus is not God. Jesus is the first and highest of created beings.  Jesus is an angel.  He is the archangel Michael.  (“Michael the great prince is none other than Jesus Christ Himself”  (The Watchtower, Dec, 1984, p 29.) (Daniel 10:1,13, 12:1)

2.  The Holy Spirit is definitely not a person and is definitely not God.  It is a 

     force for good, rather than part of God.

“The Holy Spirit is not a person, but is a powerful force that God causes to emanate from himself to accomplish his holy will” (Reasoning from the Scriptures, 1989, p 381)

The HS can be likened to electricity, “a force that can be adapted to perform a great variety of operations.”  (Should You Believe in the Trinity?, 1989, p.20), 
This is the heresy of Arius of Alexandria from early 4th century.  “There was a time when he was not.”

Problems:  John 1:1  John 8:58   John 10:31-32   John 20:28   Coll 1:15-20  Coll 2:9, Titus 2:13 and many, many more.
2. Mormonism:  The “god” of the earth.  One of many gods.

Can we trust Joseph Smith’s testimony about Jesus

Smith was a diviner, a treasure-hunter, a convicted disturber of the peace, a religious charlatan, a womanizer a wife-stealer and the husband of more than thirty women.

Major teachings of Mormonism about Jesus:

1. The Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost are three separate gods. 

Joseph Smith gave what is his most famous speech, known as the King Follett discourse, on April 7, 1844.  In the speech he declared, "I will preach on the plurality of Gods. I have always declared God to be a distinct personage, Jesus Christ a separate and distinct personage from God the Father, and the Holy Ghost was a distinct personage and a Spirit: and these three constitute three distinct personages and three Gods."
 

2. There are many gods.  D&C 76:58, Abraham 3.

3. The Father and the Son, in heaven, have physical flesh-and-blood bodies. D&C 130:1-3, 32.

4. Eternal Progression.  Humans in the highest level of the celestial kingdom can be 

glorified and become gods, eventually even being over a planet of their own. D&C 93, 139:10, Abraham 3.

In April, 1844 Joseph Smith preached his most famous sermon in front of an estimated crowd of 20,000. "God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens!... I am going to tell you how God came to be God. We have imagined and supposed that God was God from all eternity. I will refute that idea, and take away the veil so that you may see...He was once a man like us; yea that God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth, the same as Jesus Christ himself did...Here, then is eternal life... you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves,...the same as all Gods have done before you."
 

5. Jesus and Satan were spiritual brothers.  Abraham 3:25-28.

Milton Hunter of the Council of the Seventy said, “The appointment of Jesus to be the Savior of the world was contested by one of the other sons of God. He was called Lucifer, son of the morning. Haughty, ambitious, and covetous of power and glory, this spirit-brother of Jesus desperately tried to become the Savior of mankind."

6. Jesus was conceived through God having sexual relations with Mary. This makes God the Father a polygamist. Most modern Mormons do not accept this belief.

Brigham Young said, “That very babe that was cradled in the manger was begotten, not by Joseph, the husband of Mary, but by another Being. Do you inquire by whom? He was begotten by God our heavenly Father, by the process known to nature—just as men now create children.

He also said, “When our father Adam came into the Garden of Eden he came into it with a celestial body, and brought Eve, one of his wives, with him. He helped to make and organize this world. He is Michael, the Archangel, the Ancient of Days! About whom holy men have written and spoken—He is our Father and our God, and the only God with whom we have to do.”

3. Islam:  The Muslim Jesus

A prophet, like Muhammad or Moses

Born of Virgin Mary

Will come again

NOT crucified

NOT God

Childhood miracles, similar to Gospel of Thomas

1. Muhammad is the fulfillment of John 14:16,17, the comforter who God was to send.  Muhammad the greatest and final prophet.

Sura 4:157  And for their saying: We have killed the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, the messenger of Allah, and they killed him not, nor did they cause his death on the cross, but he was made to appear to them as such.

In order for the Muslim picture of Jesus to be valid, then the New Testament has to be corrupted, as the Qu’ran says that the Old and New Testament are the Word of God and that Jesus was a prophet.

Question:  When was the New Testament (injil) corrupted?

John 1:1  If Jesus is not God, when was John 1:1-18 corrupted?

Rylands Papyrus, Washington Manuscript, Codex Alexandrinus

There is  NO ANSWER to this question.
What about the Qu’ran???

Uthman burned all competing manuscripts about AD 650

Ibn Masud Codex (Kufa)   150 variants in Sura 2 alone

Sana’a Manuscript about AD 710  missing suras

Irony and circular reasoning.

Muslims avoid all study of Qur’an manuscripts and history.   What are they afraid of?

4. The Hindu/New Age Jesus:  A guru.  He is God, but, more or less in the same way all of us are the pantheistic “God.”
Jesus perhaps the greatest teacher of all time.  On par with Krishna or other Hindu god/man figures.    

Problem:  In Hinduism, God is impersonal.  God is a kind of universal cosmic entity.  All of us are God.  Our atman (soul, god-essence) will eventually be swallowed up in brahman (the universal soul god-essence).   So, ultimately, Jesus was just a man like any other man, except a particularly good man who was aware of his god-like nature.

Principle gods in Hinduism:

Brahma  Chief god of the pantheon.

Shiva  God of destruction. Worshipped 

      as a male phalus.

Vishnu  Preserver and protector. 

Krishna    The eighth emanation of Vishnu.

Rama   Seventh incarnation of Vishnu.                        Hero of the Ramayana.

Devi  Chief female deity.  The power (shakti) that animates the cosmos.

Lakshmi  Female consort of Vishnu.  Godess of prosperity.

V.  What do we know about Jesus from extra-Biblical sources?
Extra-Biblical references to Jesus:
1. Tacitus, Roman historian  (AD 56-118)(about AD 115 concerning Nero in AD 64);

Not all the relief that could come from the man, not all the bounties that the prince could bestow, nor all the atonements which could be presented to the gods, availed to relieve Nero from the infamy of bbeing believed to have ordered the conflagration, the fire of Rome.  Therefore, to squelch the rumor, Nero created scapegoats and subjected to the most refined tortures those whom the common people called ‘Christians,’ [a group] hated for their abominable crimes.  Their name comes from Christ, who, during the reign of Tiberius, had been executed by the procurator Pontius Pilate.  Suppressed for the moment, the deadly superstition broke out again, not only in Judea, the land which originated this evil, but also in the city of Rome, where all sorts of horrendous and shameful practices, from every part of the world converge and are fervently cultivated.

Annals 15.44
(note:  Tacitus has it wrong.  He was prefect, not a procurator acc to the Pilate inscription from Caesarea Maritima.  Also note:  The Annals have lost the years 29-32 which most likely also mention Jesus as this passage seems to look back to his earlier mention of Jesus)

Tacitus probably reports from second hand information regarding Christians in Rome and in Asia Minor where he served AD 112

2.  Flavius Josephus (AD 38-100) Writing about AD 94 under Domitian.  Concerning events he had indirect knowledge of.  Josephus was a Pharisee.  Jewish historian who was a turncoat, switching from the Jewish rebel side to Rome to serve under Nero and Vespasian.  Josephus is a relatively reliable historian.

The “Testimonium Flavium” (Antiquities 18:3.3)
About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought to call him a man.  For he was one who wrought surprising feats and was a teacher of such people as accept the truth gladly.  He won over many Jews and many of the Greeks.  He was the Messiah.  When Pilate, upon hearing him accused by men of the highest standing amongst us, had condemned him to be crucified, those who had in the first place come to love him did not give up their affection for him.  On the third day he appeared to them restored to life, for the prophets of God had prophesied these and countless other marvelous things about him.  And the tribe of Christians, so called after him, has still to this day not disappeared.

Agapius, an Arab Christian in 9th century probably quotes the original, leaving out the parts in parenthesis.  Note the passage reads grammatically well without the parts in parenthesis.

There is little doubt that Josephus wrote the passage as it presents Jesus in a light Christians would never accept.  

Note:  Josephus also reports the martyrdom of “James, the brother of Jesus who was called the Christ”   (Antiquities 20:20)

3.  Babylonian Talmud  (late first or second century AD)  Babylonian Sanhedrin43a-b    

On the eve of the Passover they hanged Yeshu and the herald went before him for forty days saying [Yeshu] is going forth to be stoned in that he hate practiced sorcery and beguiled and led astray Israel

It is taught: On the eve of Passover they hung Yeshu and the crier went forth for forty days beforehand declaring that "[Yeshu] is going to be stoned for practicing witchcraft, for enticing and leading Israel astray. Anyone who knows something to clear him should come forth and exonerate him." But no one had anything exonerating for him and they hung him on the eve of Passover. Ulla said: Would one think that we should look for exonerating evidence for him? He was an enticer and G-d said (Deuteronomy 13:9) "Show him no pity or compassion, and do not shield him." Yeshu was different because he was close to the government
Here Jesus is accused of sorcery, in obvious parallel with the charge leveled in Matthew 12:22-23.

    Babylonian Sanhedrin107b  Jesus practiced magic.   tHul2:22-23  Healings done in the name of Jesus.
So we have confirmation of the crucifixion of Jesus and indirect confirmation of his working of public miracles—only charging that the miracles were worked by Satan, not God.

4. Seutonius about AD 120  Very reliable historian wrote concerning the times of Claudius about AD 50   

"As the Jews were making constant disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus, he Claudius) expelled them from Rome”
5.  Lucian of Samosata  Social commentator and critic of Christianity

The Christians, you know, worship a man to this day—the distinguished personage who introduced their novel rites, and was crucified on that account…  You see, these misguided creatures start with the general conviction that they are immortal for all time, which explains the contempt of death and voluntary self-devotion which are so common among them; and then it was impressed on them by their original lawgiver that they are converted, and deny the gods of Greece, and worship the crucified sage, and life after his laws.        (Lucian The Death of Peregrine 11-13)
6.  Pliny the Younger  AD 112  Writing to Emperor Trajan.

Those who denied that they were or had been Christians, when they invoked the gods in words dictated by me, offered prayer with incense and wine to your image, which I had ordered to be brought for this purpose together with statues of the gods, and moreover cursed Christ — none of which those who are really Christians, it is said, can be forced to do — these I thought should be discharged. Others named by the informer declared that they were Christians, but then denied it, asserting that they had been but had ceased to be, some three years before, others many years, some as much as twenty-five years. They all worshiped your image and the statues of the gods, and cursed Christ
7.  Celsus  (mentioned in Origen Contra Celsus 1:38 and 2:48).   A Greek philosopher and bitter critic of Christianity.  He accepted that Jesus worked miracles, but contended that he did so by the power of Satan.

8.  Mara bar Sarapion

The pagan philosopher Mara bar Sarapion wrote a letter to his son in which he mentions Jesus as the wise king of the Jews. Mara was a Syrian Stoic.  In the late first century he describes the fall of Jerusalem as the gods' punishment for the Jews having killed Jesus. Mara includes Jesus as one of three wise men, along with Socrates and Pythagoras, who were killed and whose deaths were met with divine retaliation. Jesus is not named in the letter but referred to as the Jews' "wise king." Mara refers to Jesus as primarily a lawgiver, with no mention of his resurrection.

9.  Thallus  We know of Thallus only from a third century Christian historian named Julius Africanus.  Thallus wrote a three-volume treatise of world history in the 50s AD.  In discussing the darkness at the time of the resurrection of Jesus, Julius Africanus mentions that in the 3rd book of Thallus’ history, he mentions the darkness and calls it an eclipse of the sun.  Africanus believes that Thallus is wrong—that there was no eclipse at that time.  Whether or not this source proves the darkness at the time of Jesus’ crucifixion is debatable, but it does support the idea that even non-Christians were aware of the resurrection as early as the 50s AD—at about the time the first book of the NT was written.  It also supports the claim, not necessarily of the darkness having occurred, but of the darkness having been claimed and believed by the Christians.  
The number of Pagan sources for Jesus Christ among contemporaries or within 100 years:  9
The number of Pagan sources for Tiberius among contemporaries or within 100 years:  9 (or 10 if you count Luke)

Christian sources:  (33 before AD 150)
Clement of Rome (about AD 100)

Ignatius (about AD 110)

Papias  (Ecc History, Eusebius)   Collected his information in the early 90s.  Met eye-witnesses, almost certainly including John.

…if by chance anyone who had been in attendance on the elders should come my way, I inquired about the words of the elders — that is, what according to the elders Andrew or Peter said, or Philip, or Thomas or James, or John or Matthew or any other of the Lord’s disciples, and whatever Aristion and the elder John, the Lord’s disciples, were saying.
Quadratus  Wrote an apology to Hadrian about  AD 117-124
…if by chance anyone who had been in attendance on the elders should come my way, I inquired about the words of the elders — that is, what according to the elders Andrew or Peter said, or Philip, or Thomas or James, or John or Matthew or any other of the Lord’s disciples, and whatever Aristion and the elder John, the Lord’s disciples, were saying.
Is it reasonable to claim that these people were either totally deceived about Jesus or part of some sort of conspiracy to give false testimony in order to create a religion of their own making?   This is NOT reasonable.
V.   Reliablility of the witnesses.

Might the gospel writers be liars?  Could they have been part of some sort of grand conspiracy to create a religion for their own benefit?
The quality of the NT witnesses is without debate, of the highest quality.  All these people would die rather than change their testimony.

By contrast, consider  the example of the “witnesses” of the Book of Mormon
The Three Witnesses were Oliver Crowdery, Martin Harris and David Whitmer,  whose joint testimony, in conjunction with a separate statement by the Eight Witnesses, has been printed with nearly every edition of the Book of Mormon since its first publication in 1830. All three witnesses eventually broke with Smith and were excommunicated from the church. In 1838, Joseph Smith called Cowdery, Harris, and Whitmer "too mean to mention; and we had liked to have forgotten them." In later years, all three testified to the divine origin of the Book of Mormon and, at least near the end of their lives, all were members of one denomination or another of the Latter Day Saints. 

The Eight Witnesses were the second of the two groups of "special witnesses" to the Book of Mormon’s golden plates.  They were all members of the Whitmer or Smith families:  Christian Whitmer, Jacob Whitmer, Peter Whitmer, Jr. John Whitmer, Hiram Page, Joseph Smith Sr. Hyrum Smith and Samuel Harrison Smith.  Joseph Smith Sr. was Joseph's father, and Hyrum and Samuel H. Smith were his brothers. Christian, Jacob, Peter Jr. and John were David Whitmer's brothers, and Hiram Page was his brother-in-law.  Unlike the Three Witnesses, the Eight testified that they both saw and handled the plates. Another difference is that the Eight testified they were shown the plates by Joseph Smith rather than by an angel as had the Three Witnesses. Christian Whitmer died in 1835 and his brother Peter Whitmer, Jr. died the following year. In 1838, the surviving Whitmers became estranged from Joseph Smith Jr. during a leadership struggle in Far West, Missouri,  and all were excommunicated with other dissenters and fled Caldwell County after receiving an ultimatum from the Danites. None of the Whitmers ever rejoined the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Although none of the Eight Witnesses is known to have denied his testimony to the authenticity of Book of Mormon or the golden plates, in 1838 a former Mormon leader, Stephen Burnett, claimed Martin Harris had told him that "the eight witnesses never saw [the plates] & hesitated to sign that instrument for that reason, but were persuaded to do it.

All the “witnesses” to the original Book of Mormon later apostasized.

Romans 5:6-8   Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die…..

Martyrdoms    1.  James, brother of Jesus confirmed by Josephus  Antiquities xx.9.1
2. Apostle James (Acts 12:1-2)  
3. Peter and Paul sufficiently well attested at a sufficiently early date to be almost certain

4. Traditionally, all the apostles but John

Will anyone die for a lie?

Will every single bogus eye-witness hold to it until death?

500+ eye-witnesses to the resurrection.   Paul (AD 55 1 Cor 15:6 almost seems to be saying, “I dare you.  Ask them.”

Will hundreds of eye-witnesses refuse to change their story, even upon pain of death?

Do liars make up lots of specifics which can readily be refuted by enemies or do they give as few specifics as possible.
Even most fair-minded skeptics acknowledge that the early church believed he resurrected.

The embarrassment factor.   Peter denies Jesus, James and John vie to be on the right
and left hand of Jesus.   All three want to call down fire on Capernaeum.   All deny Jesus.  

Thomas refuses to believe the resurrection.   If they were creating a lie, would we expect them to provide this kind of negative information?
Unnecessary details.   Details such as the 30 pieces of silver naming the owner of the tomb and so forth were written and circulated in Jerusalem while thousands of witnesses, including non-believers were still alive.

Guard at the tomb
Gemaliel’s speech to Sanhedrin

Date of writing.

1 Thess about AD 48

1 Corinthians   55AD

Mark, probably the earliest. Most likely in the mid to late 50s   Those who do not believe in biblical inspiration put it at or just after AD 70.  This is because of its rather obvious prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70.    The problem is that, as Eusebius reports, the Christians in Jerusalem were well aware of Jesus’ prophecy and, because of it, fled Jerusalem when the Romans came and surrounded the city as prophesied.

More likely in the late 50s AD.   Also note the recent discovery of a fragment of Mark from the 80s AD in a funerary mask.
Matthew and Luke also pre-AD 70

Luke post AD 63 pre AD 70

Could we start a false rumor in San Deigo about who was mayor in 1978?

NT authors:  evidence of independent witnesses.    If all the same…    If contradictory….   In fact the gospels neither contradict, nor are they the same.  They represent separate eye-witness accounts Mark, that of Peter, Matthew, John and Luke, who was the most careful of all.
Are the letters in red an exact quote of Jesus?   No!   He spoke in Aramaic, not Greek.   Rather they are faithful renderings, in Greek, of the things Jesus said and did.

Examples:  an angel (Matt 28:2) a young man in a white robe (Mark16:5)  vs   two angels (John 20:12)                          vs   two men (Luke 24:4)

One demoniac (Mark 5:1-21, Luke 8:26-39)  vs   two demoniacs  (Matthew 8:28-34)

Luke as an historian.   (important to some extent because Luke is not an eye-witness, as are the other gospel writers).
He records more than ninety-five places and dozens of rulers.  In every case we can verify from outside sources, he gets the name of the person and even the title right, when these are very difficult to get right in the confusing world of Roman rulers in the Near East. 
Therefore since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. (Luke 1:3,4)

There is hardly a single historical detail in Luke or Acts that has not been challenged for its accuracy by one skeptic or another. Luke’s writings hold up just fine to the criticism. For example, consider Luke 2:1-3.

In those days, Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to register. 

1.  Census

2. Go to own town to register

3. Quirinius governor or Syria

Claim:   Augustus did not call a census

              People would not be required to travel for the census


  Quirinius was not governor (Josephus:  AD 6)

Augustus decreed censuses  22 BC 8 BC and 6 AD 

An inscription in Egypt:   “Because of the approaching census it is necessary that all those residing for any cause away from their homes should at once prepare to return to their own governments in order that they may complete the family registration of the enrollment and that the tilled lands may retain those belonging to them.”

Quirinius was governor of Syria beginning in AD 6 during which he brought about a census, as reported by Josephus.

Quirinius was consul and governor of Galatia and Cilicia with broad powers (a larger area of which Syria may have been considered part) in 5 BC.

Being the careful historian that he was Luke dated the beginning of John the Baptist’s ministry as follows:

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene—during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert. (Luke 3:1-3)

Critics:

1. No evidence of Pilate as prefect of Judea.  (Pilate inscription, 1961 Caesarea Maritima)


“Pontius Pilate, Prefect of Judea.”
2. Herod a king, not a tetrarch.      Confirmed.

3.  Iconium.  In fact, Luke named thirty-two countries, fifty-four cities and nine islands without error. He specifically said that Lystra and Derbe were in Lycaonia and that Iconium was not (Acts 14:6). Cicero, the great Latin debater, stated that Iconium was in Lycaonia, causing some to claim that Luke had made another mistake. Sorry, Cicero, but an inscription found by Sir William Ramsay in 1910 confirmed that Iconium was in Phrygia, not Lycaonia. Cicero may be excused for his mistake, as he was not an historian, but Luke proves to be an historian of the first rank.

4. Luke and Caiaphas:    Caiaphas is the one who charged and convicted Jesus.

5. Caiaphas was high priest from AD 18-36 (requiring him to make many compromises with the Romans)

The tomb of Caiaphas and his ossuary were discovered in 1990.

 “Caiaphas, Joseph, son of Caiaphas.” 
6. In Romans 16:23, Paul wrote, “Erastus, the city treasurer greets you.” A piece of pavement was discovered in Corinth in 1929 confirming his existence. - See more at: http://coldcasechristianity.com/2013/a-brief-sample-of-archaeology-corroborating-the-claims-of-the-new-testament/#sthash.W1KGbqW0.dpuf
7. Luke described a tetrarch named Lysanias and wrote that this man reigned over Abilene when John the Baptist began his ministry (Luke 3:1). Two inscriptions have been discovered that mention Lysanias by name. One of these, dated from AD 14–37, identifies Lysanias as the tetrarch in Abila near Damascus. - See more at: http://coldcasechristianity.com/2013/a-brief-sample-of-archaeology-corroborating-the-claims-of-the-new-testament/#sthash.W1KGbqW0.dpuf
Sir William Ramsay, the great archaeologist began as a skeptic of Luke in particular and of the New Testament in general. 
I found myself brought into contact with the Book of Acts as an authority for the topography, antiquities, and society of Asia Minor. It was gradually borne upon me that in various details the narrative showed marvelous truth. In fact, beginning with a fixed idea that the work was essentially a second century composition, and never relying on its evidence as trustworthy for first century conditions, I gradually came to find it a useful ally in some obscure and difficult investigations.

Luke is a historian of the first rank; not merely are his statements of fact trustworthy; he is possessed of the true historic sense; he fixes his mind on the idea and plan that rules in the evolution of history, and proportions the scale of his treatment to the importance of each incident. He seizes the important and critical events and shows their true nature at greater length, while he touches lightly or omits entirely much that was valueless for his purpose. In short, this author should be placed along with the very greatest of historians.

VI. Archaeology and Jesus:
1. Pilate Inscription Cesaerea Maritima 1961.   Confirms that Pilate was in fact Procurator of Judea under Tiberius.

2. Annas’ Tomb   High Priest AD 6-15.   Jesus went to him before his trial before his son Caiaphas.   

3. Caiaphas Ossuary    High Priest AD 18-36      His family’s tomb and an ossuary bearing his name, Joseph Caiaphas were found south of Jerusalem’s walls.

4.  Heel of a crucified Jew named Jehohanan found north of Jerusalem.   His bones were found in an ossuary in 1968, showing that it is not inconceivable that a crucified man might be given an honorable burial.

5. Tombs reminiscent of Jesus’ tomb.

VII.  Messianic prophecies.

From the very beginning, the apostles and evangelists claimed that Jesus fulfilled all the prophecies of the Messiah.   If this is true, it certainly validates that Jesus was not just a man.

Acts  2  Peter quotes several prophecies concerning the Messiah.  (Psalms 110:1, Psalm 16:8-11)

 Acts 3:18  “But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that the Christ would suffer.”   v. 24    Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days.

Acts 4:11  Uses Psalm 118:22    The stone the builders have rejected.

1 Cor 15:3-4  “according to the scriptures.”
They did not invent the idea that Jesus fulfilled the messianic prophecies 50 years later as critics claim.

Jesus is the one the Jews were waiting for.   He is the Messiah.

John 5:39,40
Question:  What is Jesus claiming here?    He is claiming that the Old 

Testament, written hundreds of years before he was born, was written 

about him!  Imagine the implications of this claim. 

Luke 24:44 
Jesus is claiming to have fulfilled all the prophecies of the Messiah!

The point:  If Jesus’ claims above are true, then that would surely imply that he is the Messiah and that the Bible is the inspired Word of God.  In that case, the Bible would be unlike any other book ever written and Jesus would be a totally unique figure in history.  There are only two possibilities:  Jesus’ claim is either true or false.  Our job is to investigate this claim.  We will examine the question by taking the point of view of a die-hard skeptic.  As you look at the following Old Testament prophecies and their fulfillment in the New Testament, for each one, ask yourself the following questions:

1. When was the prophecy written down?

2. Was this clearly a prophecy about the Messiah, or could it be just a random passage taken out of context, but not obviously about the Messiah?

3. Can we really be sure that Jesus actually did these things?  Are they recorded in historical records outside the Bible?

4. Could Jesus have simply done these things so he could manipulate his way into a false claim to be the Messiah?

As to the first question, the skeptic could argue with the conservative dates we will supply for the writing of the books involved, but they should be aware that the entire Old Testament was translated into the Greek in what is known as the Septuagint Translation by around 200 BC.  Even the skeptic would have to admit that we know without a doubt that these prophecies were written down at least 250 years before they were fulfilled.

Isaiah 53:1-9
Written about 750 BC.  It should be noted that the Jews themselves 

considered this passage to be about the Messiah.

a. v3  The Messiah to be despised and rejected.  Fulfilled in Luke 23:18-24 and 

      many other places.

b.   v5  The Messiah to be “pierced” for our sins.  Fulfilled in John 19:31-37.

c. v7  The Messiah will be silent and meek when accused and led to his death.  

Fulfilled in Mark 14:60,61, Mark 15:1-5 and other places.

These prophecies are a great inspiration to believers, but what about the questions of the skeptics?  Knowing the Old Testament, if Jesus was trying to manipulate his followers, he could have fulfilled v3 and v7, but what about v5?  Could he have arranged to have been pierced when he was already dead?  Hmmm…  Well, yes, he could have if he was truly the son of God as he claimed, then he could arrange for this.  If he was just a man, he surely could not have caused this.

Psalm 22:15-18
Written about 1025 BC.  None of these events occurred during David’s life, so who is he talking about?  This must be a Messianic prophecy.

a. v15  Thirsty.  Fulfilled in John 19:28.

b. V16  The Messiah to be crucified.  Fulfilled in Mark 15:25.  It should be noted

That crucifixion was not invented for about six  hundred years after David lived.

c. v17  No bones broken.  Fulfilled in John 19:32,33, when they broke the bones 

of the thieves, but not of Jesus, because he was already dead.

d. v18  Divided up and gambled for the Messiah’s clothing.  These seem 

contradictory, yet both were fulfilled in John 19:23,24.

Comment:  The crucifixion of Jesus is an historical fact which even the die-hard skeptic cannot deny.  Jesus could not have arranged for the fulfillment of any of these prophecies.

Zechariah 11:12,13  Written about 520 BC.  Careful study of v7-11 shows this to be a prophecy about the Messiah.  

a. v12  The Messiah will be “priced,”  ie. sold for thirty pieces of silver.  Fulfilled in Matthew 26:14-16.

b. V13  The money will be thrown into the Lord’s house and “to the house of

the potter.”  Fulfilled in Matthew 27:3-10.

Comments:  Jesus certainly was not there when Judas came to the Jewish council, suggesting the price of 30 pieces of silver.  Neither were the chief priests trying to fulfill this prophecy.  How did Zechariah know about the potter’s field?

Micah 5:2  Written about 750 BC.  This was a well-known Messianic prophecy to the Jews in Jesus’ day.

a. The Messiah must be born in Bethlehem.  Fulfilled in Matthew 2:1.

Comments:  This event is a matter of historical record.  Unless Jesus is deity, he could not arrange where he was born!  By the way, there were two towns called Bethlehem in Israel, but Jesus was born in the one known as Bethlehem Ephrathah.

Isaiah 9:1  Written about 750 BC.  See v 6,7 to show this is a prophecy of the Messiah.


a. Despite Micah 5:2, the Messiah must be raised in Galilee.  Fulfilled in Matthew


    4:12-15.

Comments:  Again, this is a matter of historical record, and if Jesus was a human, he obviously could not have arranged this fulfillment.  If you look closely at a map of the tribal territories, finding the border between Zebulun and Naphtali, and compare it to a map which includes Nazareth, you will see that the town where Jesus was raised is on the border of these two territories.

Daniel 9:24,25   Written about 550 BC.  This is a prophecy concerning “The Annointed One.”  The Hebrew word Messiah means literally the anointed one.


The Messiah will appear in Jerusalem “seventy sevens” (490 years) after the 

decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem.  This decree was issued by the Persian 

king Artaxerxes in the seventh year of his reign (Ezra 7:8-26), which was 458 BC.  

Counting 490 years from 458 BC brings one to the year 33 AD
.  In other words, 

the Messiah would come to Jerusalem to bring in forgiveness of sins in about 33 

AD.

Comments:  The modern-day Jews claim to be waiting for the appearance of the promised Messiah, yet Daniel predicts he will come in about 33 AD.  Who, then, are the Jews waiting for?  Clearly, this fulfillment is a matter of historical record.

Summary.  According to the Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah, he must:

1. be despised and rejected.

2. be pierced.

3. be crucified.

4. have people divide and gamble for his clothing at his crucifixion.

5. be born in Bethlehem.

6. be from Galilee, in the vicinity of Nazareth.

7. be sold for thirty pieces of silver.

8. come to Jerusalem about 33 AD.

9. etc….    There are many other messianic prophecies.
Out of Egypt I called my son.  Hosea 11:1 Matthew 2:15
He will be called a Nazarene    Matthew 2:23
He will be raised on the third day  1 Cor 15:4   Genesis 22  Heb 11:19  Matthew12:40 
	Old Testament Prophecy
	Content
	New Testament  Fulfillment

	Genesis 3:15
	Satan will attack the Messiah, but the Messiah will destroy the work of Satan.
	Matthew 4:1-11, Luke 4:1-13

	Genesis 49:10,11
	The Messiah will be from Judah (also hints about a vine, a colt, a branch and blood/grapes)
	Matthew 1:2,3

	Deuteronomy 18:15-18
	God will raise up a prophet like, but greater than Moses.
	Matthew 21:11, Mark 6:15

	Psalm 16:10,11
	The Messiah will not be abandoned to the grave (will be resurrected).
	John 2:19, Luke 24:1-7

	Psalm 22:15-18
	The Messiah will be crucified, his bones will not be broken, his clothing will be divided and gambled over.
	John 19:6,7, John 19:31-34, John 19:23,24

	Psalm 31:5
	The Messiah will commit his spirit into the hands of God.
	Luke 23:46

	Psalm 69:9,21
	The Messiah will show zeal for God’s house.  He will be given gall and vinegar to drink.
	John 2:12-17, Matthew 27:34, Luke 23:36

	Psalm 110:1,4
	The Messiah will be a priest in the order of Melchizedek.
	Hebrews 7:11-18

	Psalm 118:22,23
	The Messiah will be rejected, but will become the foundation of the Kingdom of God.
	Matthew 23:37, Acts 4:10

	Isaiah 7:14
	The Messiah will be born of a virgin.
	Luke 1:26-38

	Isaiah 9:1,2,6,7
	The Messiah will be from Galilee; in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali.
	Matthew 4:12-16

	Isaiah 11:1,2
	The Messiah will be descended from Jesse and will be a Branch (Nazarene).
	Matthew 1:5,6, John 1:45,46, Matthew 2:23

	Isaiah 35:5,6
	The Messiah will heal the deaf, the blind and the physically disabled.
	Mark 7:32-25, 8:22-26, 2:3-12

	Isaiah 42:1-4
	The Messiah will be miraculously humble.
	John 8:1-11

	Isaiah 53
	The Messiah will be despised and rejected by men, he will suffer physically, he will be pierced, he will take on himself the sin of mankind, he will be silent before his accusers, and will be buried with the rich. 
	Matthew 27:15-18, John 19:33-35, Mark 14:60,61, 15:3-5, Mark 15:42-46

	Daniel 9:24-27
	The Messiah will come to Jerusalem to bring salvation somewhere between AD 26-33.
	Luke 3:1,2

	Micah 5:2
	The Messiah will be born in Bethlehem Ephrathah.
	Luke 2:1-7

	Zechariah 6:9-15
	The Messiah will be a king and a priest, and will bring harmony between the two.
	John 18:37, Hebrews 7:11-17

	Zechariah 9:9-11
	The Messiah will ride as a king into Jerusalem riding on a donkey and the colt of that donkey.
	Matthew 21:1-7

	Zechariah 11:10-14
	The Messiah will be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver.  The money will be thrown to “the potter.”
	Matthew 26:14-16, Matthew 27:6,7

	Zechariah 13:7
	When the Messiah is attacked, his “sheep” will be scattered.
	Mark 14:50,51


As he claimed in Luke 24:44, Jesus fulfilled all these prophecies and many more.  Many of these events are a matter of historical record, not just from the Bible.  Many or most could not have been fulfilled on purpose by a manipulative fake.  Is there any other conclusion to all these facts except that:

Jesus is the Messiah, sent by God          and

The Bible is the inspired Word of God

Question:  Can you think of any other logical explanation of the facts?

Question:  Do you see any implications for your life?

Other interesting prophecies.
1. Behold, the Virgin will be with child  Isaiah 7:14  The Hebrew word is almah which can be virgin or young woman, but look at the Septuagint!  parthenos which is definitely virgin.

2. Zechariah 9:9-11  On a colt, the foal of a donkey.
3. Genesis 49:10,11  He will tether his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his garments in wine, his robe in the blood of grapes.

4. Hoseah 11:1  Out of Egypt I called my son.  (Matthew 2:15)
5. They will call him a Nazarene.  Isaiah 11:1-2  (Matthew 2:23)  Nazer = branch
Historical Foreshadows of Jesus and Prefigures of the Messiah.
Add to this historical foreshadows such as Abraham offering his son Isaac and  messianic prefigures such as Jonah being in the heart of the fish for 3 days.

From Shadow to Reality

Notes

John 5:39,40    The entire OT is about me!!!    We will definitely see that.

1.    Ex  Numbers 21:4-9   Why hold up a snake?  God was creating a foreshadow.   

Jn 3:14.    Moses was lifting up the son of man in the wilderness.

The snake stands for sin.  When we are bitten by the venom of sin, it is always fatal.   Romans 6:23  the wages of sin are death.

How could a snake stand for Jesus?  Jesus became sin for us.  We look to Jesus, who, while lifted up on a wooden cross, took our sin on himself and we are healed from the venom of sin.  Jesus is the antivenom.

2  Cor 5:21  God made him who knew no sin to become sin for us.

Q:  is this just a interesting event which Jesus used as a symbol?  No!!!  God caused this to happen, told Moses what to do because he intended all along to use this as a prefigure.  Not luck!!   The Bible is inspired by God, and the events in the Bible are inspired by God.

Historian seeks patterns in history.

God created patterns in history to tell us a consistent story.  What is that story?

4.  Abraham, Ishmael and Isaac.

Abraham’s faith is a type of the saving faith we have.  Romans 4:11-12.

He is the father (type) of all those who not only are circumcised….

God was telling the Jews all along that salvation is by faith.

Romans 4:16,17   father, forerunner, type of all of us.

Ishmael  →  Israel   born the usual way

Isaac  →   the church    born by miracle.

Israel children of God by birth.   Us:  children of God by choice.

This should really bother the Jews.  Ishmael is a foreshadow of us!!!! 

We are children of Abraham.  Jesus:  no you are not.

I’m not just making this up:  Gal 4:21-31

As Ishmael persecuted Abraham out of jealousy, so the Jews persecuted the early Christians.   

God had this thing planned all along—to miraculously adopt us into his family.

Type:    Sarah:   Get rid of that woman and her son.  (Genesis 21:10)

Antitype:  God rejecting Israel and accepting the church.    70 AD it happened.

More foreshadows in Abraham.

Gen 22:1-11  Take your son, your only son…

Isaac is a type of Christ, and Abraham is a type of the Father.

Abraham got up early the next day.  God is not holding back.

God was willing to give up his only son.

The cool thing is that this actually happened.

By the way Mt. Moriah is the site of the temple and the place where Jesus was condemned to die.  Coincidence?

1 Cor 15:3-4  Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.

                       He was raised on the third day according to the scriptures.    Fulfilled here!

Heb 11:19  Figuratively speaking Abraham received his son back from the dead.

Look at Isaac.  He carried the wood to be used for his own sacrifice up Mt. Moriah.

Note:  Abraham carried the instrument of death.   Symbolic of the fact that the Father willingly offered his Son.

Abraham:  You are the sacrifice.   Isaac:  If you say so, father.

A.
The Passover.

The final plague.  God sent the destroying angel to kill all the firstborn in Egypt.

God:   Kill a lamb and sprinkle the blood on the wooden beam above the door of your houses.

Jesus was killed on Passover day!!!!!   Is this coincidence??

The event is a foreshadow of the death of Jesus on the Cross.

The blood of the Passover lamb saved the first born of Israel from physical death.

The blood of Jesus, shed on Passover saves us from spiritual death.

The Passover freed Israel from physical bondage to physical slavery. 
The death of Jesus freed spiritual Israel from spiritual bondage to sin.

The Passover required an unblemished lamb.

Jesus was an unblemished lamb.   Jn 1:29  Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.   1 Cor 5:7   Rev 13:8  Jesus is a lamb slain from the creation of the world.
(of course, Jesus was a better sacrifice, because he was a willing sacrifice.  What if you asked the sheep for permission?)
The blood was sprinkled on the cross-beam over the house.

Jesus’ blood was spilled out on a cross-beam

God:  Do not break any of the bones of the Passover Lamb (Exodus 12:46)

(Psalms 22:17, Jn 19:31-33)

The Passover Meal/Seder  is also a foreshadow of the Lord’s Supper.

The Last Supper would better be titled the Last Seder.  Jesus was celebrating the Passover with his people.  Luke 22:14-16.  It will find fulfillment in the kingdom of God.  That’s right…  The Lord’s Supper.  No more seders.  The Lords supper will replace this foreshadow.

1.  The Passover meal was given as a remembrance of God’s salvation (Exodus 12:14)   commemorate   for generations to come…a lasting ordinance.

2.  The Passover meal includes unleavened bread.  The Jews had to leave their life of slavery so hastily that they had to use unleavened bread.  Meaning for us:  leave your life of sin.  Do not look back.  (Luke 9:62)  Leaven = influence of sin.     LS also includes unleavened bread.

1 Cor 5:7,8  a little leaven works through the whole batch of dough….

Therefore let us keep the festival  Passover, LS

3.
The Passover meal included eating a sacrificial lamb without defect to remember their salvation from death  (same with us it LS)

4.
Bitter herbs  Remember the bitterness of slavery in Egypt.  For us:  we ought to examine ourselves

5.
wine.  Traditionally, three cups.  The third cup was shared after supper.  This was called the cup of redemption.  After supper he took the cup….   The cup of redemption.
II  Prefigures of the Messiah.

1.  Jonah.   It is amazing that Jonah is even in the OT.

John 7:52  No prophet ever came from Galilee.

Lessons for the Jews.   God loves Gentiles, You cannot escape God’s calling,  

But…. When Christ came, more on  Jonah was revealed.

Matthew 12:39,40

Miraculously delivered from death on 3rd day.

Born in Galilee, in a town right next to Nazareth.  (Gath Hepher 2 Kings 14:25)
They gambled over Jonah’s fate   (gambling over Jesus’ clothes)

Offered repentance to gentiles  (Luke 11:30-32)   

Evidence:  Remember how prejudiced the authors were.

Jonah 1:12  Pick me up and throw me into the ocean.   Jonah willingly offered his life to save the Gentiles from sure death.

2.  Melchizedek.    Priest and King.

King of Righteousness Heb 7:2

Without genealogy, without descendents. Without beginning of days or end of life (Hebrews 7:3)

A priest forever. (Hebrews 7:3,17 Psalm 110:4)

The King of physical Jerusalem (Genesis 14:18)

King of Salem (shalom, peace)
A priest, but not of the family of Levi.
He blessed Abraham. (Genesis 14:19)
Abraham offered him a tithe/sacrifice (Genesis 14:20).
High Priest because of his character, not by descent. Heb 7:15-16
Greater than Abraham Heb 7:4.
Gave Abraham bread and wine (last supper, Lord’s Supper)
A priest for everyone; not just for the Jews.
3.  Joseph     King  (actually prince)

His life:   At right hand of Father, became a slave in Egypt, raised to right hand of Pharaoh.

a.  favorite son if Jacob/Israel       Jesus the only son  Genesis 37:3
b.  Dreamed that he would be king of the Jews.  Genesis 37:5-11
c.  tended sheep (a recurring theme as Jesus is the good shepherd)

d.  brothers conceived a plan to kill him.    (brother Israelites)

e. betrayed by his brothers for 20 pieces of silver 

f.  God brought him to Egypt to protect from jealous brothers  (Jesus from Herod)

g.  God in a dream:   you will rule over your brothers as king    Jesus a king

h.  raised by God to king from very humble situation.

i.  most importantly to be a figure of the Messiah:  saved Israel!!

3.  Moses.   Prophet,  priest (sort of)  and prince (sort of)

a.  Deut 18:17-19.   God told Moses he was a prefigure of Christ.  I will raise up a prophet like you….

b.  death sentence as a baby.  God protected him.

c.  raised from poverty to be prince in King’s house.  Right hand of Pharoah.

d. Hosea 11:1 and Matt 2:13-15  Out of Israel I called my son.  True of both Jesus and Moses.

e. gave up right hand position with Pharoah to be with God’s people.  Stepped down from exalted position to save Israel.

f. led Israel out of physical slavery.    (led spiritual Israel out of spiritual slavery)

g.  Forty years in the wilderness preparing  (only forty days in the wilderness preparing, but what the heck….  He was God!)

h.  God gave Moses Aaron to prepare the way/speak for him   (John the Baptist)

i.  Israel baptized into Moses in Red Sea.      (Jesus followers baptized.)

j.  Produced bread (manna)   So did Jesus  (Jn 6:1-13,  Jesus is the bread of life John 6:32)

k.  Produced water from a rock.   (John 4:13,14)     Coincidence????

l.  Spoke to God on Sinai     (on Hermon)

4.  David.    Jews considered him the most obvious prefigure of the Messiah.



(Mathew 12:23  Could this be the son of David?)



(Ezekiel 37:24,25)  David my servant

a. A shepherd    Note how David killed a lion and a bear when they attacked the sheep.  Mesianic prefigure!!    (I am the good shepherd.  I lay down my life for my sheep)  

b.  Born in Bethlehem

c.  a. Anointed as king   (Messiah = masah = anointed) at a very young age.


1 Sam 16:13  The Spirit descended on David.  Coincidence?

d.  Saved Israel from slavery to Philistia.   Killed Goliath

e.  Saved Israel again in 2 Sam 24   I will not sacrifice to the Lord burnt offering that cost me nothing.

f.  This was on Mt. Moriah, the same hill as Abraham and Jesus!!!

g.  Physical king of Jerusalem.  Jesus spiritual king of Jerusalem.

h.  Brought the ark (brought God) to Jerusalem.  So did Jesus!!!

i.  Persecuted by God’s people.  Very similar to Jesus (Psalms 2:1,2  Psalms 22

8.  Solomon, Daniel, Cyrus, Ezra, Joshua the priest, Deborah, Esther

The Burnt Offering.   =   Total commitment of the worshipper (us!)   Leviticus 1   A pleasing aroma.

God:   Take a valued possession and burn it up on the altar.  Once you burn up something, there is no getting it back.

This offering was voluntary.

Animal from the herd.

Sacrificed.    The head burned entire, but the body thoroughly washed then burned.

Why?    The head is Jesus,  we are the body.  We need washing.  Both us and Jesus are expected to make a total sacrifice of ourselves.

Ephesians 5:1,2  Jesus was a burnt offering.

Romans 12:1,2    “in view of God’s mercy.”

Our lives are offered voluntarily as burnt offerings as well.  We offer ourselves, not in order to be saved, but as a response because we are saved.

Are you presenting your life right now as a living sacrifice to God?

JEWISH FESTIVALS ARE A FORESHADOW OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

B.  The Feast of Firstfruits.    Leviticus 23:9-14.  This was a harvest feast.   They brought the very first green heads of the wheat crop as a confident statement that God will bring in the harvest.   An anticipation-of-the-harvest festival.

What is this a foreshadow of?    The Resurrection of Jesus!!!

Feast of Firstfruits is celebrated  “The day after the Sabbath (Leviticus 23:11)  What Sabbath?   The Passover Sabbath.  In other words, two days after the Passover meal.   Passover Meal (14th of Nisan),  Sabbath (15th of Nisan),  Feast of Firstfruits (16th of Nisan).

Guess what!   Jesus rose from the dead on the day of Firstfruits.

Not a coincidence.   Jesus:   the whole OT is about me.

Jesus is the firstfruits of those who will be harvested for eternal life.

God told us in Leviticus!!!!!

1 Corinthians 15:20,21    The resurrection of Jesus, like the feast of Firstfruits is a promise of a future harvest!

Easter?    Easter =  feast of firstfruits.  We should think of it in this way.

VIII  Miracles of Jesus.

We will spend 80% of our time on miracles talking about the miracles of Jesus, but let us first think more broadly.

Miracles:

1.  Definition of Miracle

Was it a miracle when Reggie Miller scored 9 points in the last 11 seconds of a game?

What about the “Miracle Mets?”

Was that a miraculous run down the half pipe for Shawn White?

What about miraculous transformations of human lives brought about by God?

Marriages saved, alcoholics changed, etc.

What is a miracle?  Is it an event which requires the intervention of God.

Webster’s:  A miracle is an event or effect which apparently contradicts known scientific laws.”

C. S. Lewis (who wrote “Miracles”  “I use the word miracle to mean an interference with nature by a supernatural power.”

If God intervenes in our lives, moves our hearts, and we become a Christian, is that a miracle?   Yes, I am sure it is, but we are not discussing that here because that is too subjective.

Jesus, as we will see, was well aware of the need for objectifiable miracles.

Greek:  Acts 2:22   Miracles, wonders and signs.   

“miracle” = dunamis  “Power or ability, physical or moral, residing in a person or a thing.”

“wonder” = teras  “Something strange… a marvel”  A wonder appeals to the imagination, while a sign appeals to the mind.

“sign” = semeion “Sign or signal”   We are most interested in miracles as signs or a signal of God and of his revelation.
2. Are miracles possible?  Does a supernatural presence exist?

Well, if miracles happen, they, yes, a supernatural presence exists.

If a supernatural presence exists, then miracles happen, unless that “God” is deistic/not involved.

One thing for sure, science cannot help us here.  What science can do is tell us whether something is almost certainly a miracle.

Ex:  If water is turned into wine, that is a miracle.   If a man limps on stage, is “healed” by a preacher and walks off the stage without limping, that may or may not be a miracle.

3. The miracle of creation.

Perhaps the most difficult question to answer is why anything exists at all.

The anthropic argument is an argument that a super-miraculous event both created and shaped the universe.

The evidence for supernatural creation of life is overwhelming in view of the need for the creation of tens of millions of pieces of information.

4. The miracle of sustaining the universe.  Colossians 1:15-17.  Not only did God, through Jesus create all things, but Jesus sustains (holds together) all things.

What is the power which keeps the universe working according the its laws?

Example:  We eat our food every day and do not think about the massive industry which sustains it.  What would happen to the 15 million people in LA if suddenly the food supply network disappeared?

CS Lewis about the miracle of sustaining the universe:  

I contend that in all these miracles alike the incarnate God does suddenly and locally something God has done or will do in general.  Each miracle writes for us in small letters something that God has already written, or will write, in letters almost to large to be noticed, across the whole canvas of Nature.”

In other words, when Jesus made bread, he was in an extremely small way repeating the creation of matter.  When Jesus raised Lazarus, he was doing in a small, individual way a very small version of what he will do on a massive scale in the future.

3.  OT miracles

Paul:  The Greeks look for wisdom, but the Jews demand miraculous signs  (semeion)
No wonder, God had thoroughly prepared them to expect miracles to accompany new revelation!!!!

To the Jew, miracle confirmed the revelation or the prophecy.

Miracles in the OT were relatively rare, and only for a reason. (Hebrews 2:3-4)  The message was confirmed by signs, wonders and miracles.

An example:

“This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: ‘You yourselves have seen what I did in Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all the nations you will be my treasured possession.’”
The Lord said to Moses, “I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so that the people will hear me speaking with you and will always put their trust in you.”

On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the Lord descended on it with fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently, and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him. (Exodus 19:4–5, 9, 16–19)

A brief list of OT miracles:

The flood.   Genesis 7–8

The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Genesis 19

The ten plagues in Egypt.  Exodus 7–12

The pillar of cloud and of flame.  Exodus 13:21–22

The parting of the Red Sea.  Exodus 14–15

Manna, quail and water  Exodus. 16–17

Thunder, lightning, flame and trumpet blasts on Mt. Sinai  Exodus. 19:14–25

Judgment on those in Korah’s rebellion, the budding of Aaron’s staff and others.  Numbers 16:28–49

Parting of the Jordan River.  Joshua 3–4

The sun stands still, hailstones at Gibeon.  Joshua 10:7–15

Elijah and the endless supply of flour and oil.  1 Kings 17:7–16

Elijah resurrects the son of the widow of Zarephath.  1 Kings 17:17–24

Elijah on Mt. Carmel.  1 Kings 18

Elisha resurrects the Shunammite woman’s son.  2 Kings 4:8–37

Naaman healed of leprosy.  2 Kings 5

Destruction of the entire Assyrian army.  2 Kings19:35–37, 2 Chronicles 32

Calming of the storm and Jonah in the belly of the large fish.  Jonah 1–2

A. OT miracles for which we have evidence.

I.  Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.

Genesis 13 describes Lot going to Sodom where the good farm land was.

Genesis 14 describes a league of five cities (Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim and Zoar) working with Abraham to defeat Kerdolaomer of Elam and others.

Genesis 19 describes the destruction of these five cities by fire and brimstone.

Is this a “purely mythical tale?”

Might this have been a natural event (volcano)?   No!

Randall Price “The Stones Cry Out”  

Fairly dry, but intense agriculture using irrigation.

6 Wadis, 5 of which have ruins of cities destroyed about 2200 BC by fire.  

Sodom:  Walls 23 feet thick.

Gomorrah:  Ash up to 7 feet deep.

After this, the region was abandoned and farming ceased.

Large graveyard near Babe edh-Drah (Sodom)  Buildings burned from the rooves.

II  The Papyrus Ipuwer

2:2—The river is blood = The river was turned to blood—Exod 7:20

• 2:6— Blood is everywhere = Blood is throughout all the land of Egypt— Exod 7:21 
• 4:14—Trees are destroyed = And the hail… broke every tree in the field— Exod 9:25

• 9:11—The land is not light = And Moses stretched forth his hand… and there was a thick darkness— Exod 10:22 

• 2:13—He who places his brother in the ground is everywhere = For there was not a house where there was not someone dead— Exod 12:30

III.  Tel el Amarna Letters.  Evidence of the (miraculous?) conquest of Canaan.
In the letter, Abdi-Hiba pleaded for military aid from Pharaoh Akhnaton;

‘The Habiru plunder all lands of the king.  If archers 

are here this year, then the lands of the king, the 

lord, will remain; but if the archers are not here, 

then the lands of the king, my lord, are lost.’

IV Destruction of Jericho and Hazor

Archaeologists:  Very little evidence of massive destruction in Canaan around 1400 BC

Bible.  The Jews only destroyed Jericho Ai and Hazor.

Guess what cities archaeologists have discovered were burned at that time?  (Ai site not known)

Hazor:  up to 10 feet of ashes!!  

Archaeologist Ben Tor:   “There is evidence of massive destruction.  I once called it the mother of all destructions.  In Hazor, wherever you come to the end of the Canaanite, you come upon this destruction.  It is an unbelievable destruction… it left behind a thick debris of ashes. There was a terrible fire in the palace. So much so, that the bricks vitrified and some of the clay vessels melted.

Jericho:

William Garstang and Kathleen Kenyon have studied Jericho carefully

Lately Brint Woods showed the thick layer of ashes C-14 about 1400 BC

V.  Destruction of the army of Sennacherib out side Jerusalem in time of Hezekiah/Isaiah.

701 BC

2 Kings 19, 2 Chron 32 Isaiah 36-38.  An Assyrian army of 185,000.  God to Hezekiah through Isaiah:  “He will not enter this city or shoot an arrow here.  He will not come before it with shield or build a siege ramp against it.  By the way he came he will return; he will not enter this city.” (Isaiah 37:33-34)

Isaiah 37:  the next morning the entire army lay dead: struck by an angel of the Lord.  Sennacherib returned to Nineveh in shame.

Sennacherib’s version in the Taylor Prism:    Describes the destruction of Lachish in detail.  You can see his bas-reliefs in the British Museum.  The Lachish Room.  This was the most powerful army in the world at that time.

As for Hezekiah, the Judean who did not submit to my yoke, I surrounded and conquered forty-six of his strong-walled towns and innumerable small settlements around them by means of earth ramps and siege-engines and attack by infantry men…. I brought out from them and counted 200,150 people of all ranks…. He [i.e., Hezekiah] himself I shut up in Jerusalem, his royal city, like a bird in a cage…. The warriors and select troops he had brought in to strengthen his royal city Jerusalem did not fight….
The message of OT Miracles:

1. Judgment  (flood, Sodom and Gomorrah)

2. Salvation  (flood, Sodom and Gomorrah, release from captivity on Egypt, Jonah)

B. OT miracles which are foreshadows of the miracles of Jesus

OT miracles prophetically tell the story of Jesus:

Moses sets Israel free from physical slavery in Egypt.

Jesus sets spiritual Israel free from spiritual slavery.

Jonah raised from the dead on the third day and Abraham receives his son back “from the dead” (Hebrews 11:17-19  figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back form death)

Jonah offers his life to save the Gentiles and Jonah’s life calms the storm.

Israel passes through the Red Sea, baptized into Moses, to reach freedom from slavery

We are baptized into Christ to be freed from slavery.

Moses gave bread.   Jesus gives bread and Jesus is bread.

Moses gave water.  Jesus sends the Holy Spirit “a spring of water welling up to eternal live” (John 4:14)

	Prefigure Miracle


	Miracle Prefigured

	Elijah provides an unlimited supply of flour and oil.   1 Kings 17:7​16
	Jesus provides bread for 5000.   

John 6:1–14

	Elijah raises the son of the widow at Zarephath.   1 Kings 17:17–24
	Jesus raises Jairus the synagogue ruler’s daughter.   Mark 5:21–​43

	Elijah parts the Jordan River.

2 Kings 2:7–8
	Jesus walks on water.

Matthew 14:25–33

	Elijah ascends. 

2 Kings 2:11–12
	Jesus ascends.

Luke 24:50–53

	Elisha fills large jars with oil.

2 Kings 4:1–7
	Jesus turns large jars of water into wine.

John 2:1–11

	Elisha raises the Shunammite woman’s son from the dead.   2 Kings 4:18–37
	Jesus raises the daughter of Jairus the synagogue ruler.   Mark 5:21–43

	Elisha feeds one hundred.

2 Kings 4:42–44
	Jesus feeds five thousand.

Luke 9:10–17

	Elisha heals Naaman of leprosy.

2 Kings 5:1–14
	Jesus heals a man of leprosy. Matt 8:1–4   Jesus heals ten of leprosy. Luke 17:11–19

	Elisha opens the eyes of the blind.

2 Kings 5:1–14
	Jesus opens the eyes of the man born blind. 

John 9:1–6


 Jesus and miracles.   

Four logical possibilities:

1.  He neither worked miracles at all, nor claimed to work miracles.

2.  He claimed to work great miracles, but was a charlatan.

3.  He worked genuine miracles, but he was a sorcerer/worked for Satan.  Matthew 12:24-29)

4.  He worked genuine miracles and they validate his claims.

Remember the Man, myth, liar, lord, legend, sage, prophet, God-in-the-flesh options.

If Jesus worked miracles, it seems to rule out all but one, because of his amazing claims.

Unless, of course, one can argue that he did not make those claims,

But that makes no sense if we know that he did in fact work miracles.

It seems impossible to explain the growth of the church, the change in the apostles unless Jesus did in fact work miracles.

Even many skeptical non-believing scholars have now conceded that surely the apostles and the church in the first century believed Jesus worked miracles and that he was raised from the dead.

The Jews expected the Messiah to work miracles.   4Q5:21 Dead Sea Scrolls

1 Corinthians 1:22    Jews look for miracles.
Reasons to believe that Jesus did in fact work wonders, signs and miracles.

1. A great number of the miracles were done publicly, often in front of the greatest skeptics and harshest critics of Jesus.

Acts 2:22 “As you yourselves know.”

2. There were tens of thousands of eyewitnesses from every background to these events.

3. The apostles openly proclaimed that Jesus worked a great variety of miracles during the lifetime of those who could have refuted the claims. This is a matter of historical record. (This fact is a notable exception to the claims the believers in other great religious leaders have made.)

4. Both Roman and Jewish histories report at least the general fact that Jesus worked “wonders.”   (Josephus, Talmud)

Babylonian Talmud  (late first or second century AD)  Babylonian Sanhedrin43a-b    

On the eve of the Passover they hanged Yeshu and the herald went before him for forty days saying [Yeshu] is going forth to be stoned in that he hate practiced sorcery and beguiled and led astray Israel

About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man,[if indeed one ought to call him a man.]  For he was one who wrought surprising feats and was a teacher of such people as accept the truth gladly.  He won over many Jews and many of the Greeks.  [He was the Messiah.]  When Pilate, upon hearing him accused by men of the highest standing amongst us, had condemned him to be crucified, those who had in the first place come to love him did not give up their affection for him.  [On the third day he appeared to them restored to life,] for the prophets of God had prophesied these and countless other marvelous things about him.  And the tribe of Christians, so called after him, has still to this day not disappeared.

Note:  material in italics are most likely a Christian interpolation.  This material is not found in a later Arabic version of Josephus.
Thallus  We know of Thallus only from a third century Christian historian named Julius Africanus who wrote a three-volume treatise of world history in the 50s AD.  In discussion the darkness at the time of the resurrection of Jesus, Julius Africanus mentions that in the 3rd book of Thallus’ history, he mentions the darkness and calls it an eclipse of the sun.  Africanus believes that Thallus is wrong.  Whether or not this source proves the darkness at the time of Jesus’ crucifixion is dubious, but it does seem to support the idea that even non-Christians were aware of the resurrection as early as the 50s AD—at about the time the first book of the NT was written.  It also supports the claim, not necessarily of the darkness having occurred, but of the darkness having been claimed and believed by the Christians.  Because we do not have Thallus’ history and because we have a Christian interpreting rather than quoting it, this is rather dubious support to Christian claims.

5. Because the wonders and signs of Jesus were common knowledge, the Pharisees and Rabbis in the time period in question tended to claim Jesus did his signs by the power of demons, rather than refute that the miracles occurred.

6. Those who recorded the miracles most carefully and thoroughly (the gospel writers) have every appearance of being absolutely reliable and from eyewitnesses.  If Jesus is a myth or even just a man, then these guys are blatant in-your-face liars.

Why did Jesus work miracles?

1. Because he had compassion.   Matthew 14:14  He had compassion on them and healed their sick (and fed them as well)

2. To fulfill prophecy.  Matthew 12:40  “For as Jonah was three days and three ights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”   Isaiah 35:5-6 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.  Isaiah 42:6 A light to the nations, in order to open blind eyes, to bring out prisoners from the dungeon…

3. To validate his message.  John 10:36-39     

“Do not believe me unless I do what my Father does.  But if I do it, even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may learn and understand that the Father is in me and I in the Father.”

4. As a response to faith.  Matthew 8:8-13 centurion  Matt 15:21-28   dogs

5. To create faith in the witnesses.   John 20:30-31  “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”

6. Out of submission to his mom.  John 2:1-11.

All the Miracles of Jesus (Chronological) 

	Reference
	Miracle
	Type

	
	
	

	John 1:1–4
	The miracle of creation
	Creation

	John 2:1–11
	Water into wine
	Molecular

	John 4:46–54
	Healing of the official’s son
	Human body—fever

	Mark 1:21–28
	Casting out evil spirit
	Expulsion of Spirits

	Mark 1:29–34 
	Healing Peter's mother-in-law
	Human body—fever

	Mark 1.35–39 
	Miscellaneous healings
	Human body

	John 5
	Healing man lame from birth
	Human body—paralysis

	Luke 5:1–11
	Miraculous catch of fish
	Creation

	Mark 1:40–45
	Healing leprosy
	Human body

	Mark 2.1–12
	Healing the paralytic
	Human body—paralysis

	Matthew 8:5–13
	Healing the Centurion's servant
	Human body 

	Luke 7:11–17
	Raising the widow's son
	Resurrection

	Mark 3:20–30
	Healing the blind mute
	Human body

	Matthew 8:23–27
	Rebuking the wind and waves
	Creation

	Mark 5:1–20
	The pig incident
	Human body

	Mark 5:21–43
	Raising of Jairus' daughter
	Resurrection

	Mark 5:25
	Healing the bleeding woman
	Human body

	Matthew 9:27–34
	Blind men
	Human body

	Matthew 14.22–23
	Walking on the water
	Creation

	Mark 6.53–56
	Involuntary healing
	Human body

	Mark 7:24–30
	Healing the Canaanite's daughter
	Human body

	Mark 7.31–37
	Healing the deaf mute
	Human body

	Matthew 14:13, Mark 6:30, 

Luke 9:10, John 6.1
	Feeding the multitudes
	Molecular

	Mark 8:22–26
	Healing the blind man
	Human body

	Matthew 17:1, Mark 9:2, Luke 9:28
	The Transfiguration
	Spiritual

	Matthew 17:14, Mark 9:14, Luke 9:37
	Healing the deaf mute boy
	Lessons on faith

	Matthew 17:24–27
	The coin in the fish's mouth
	Manipulating creation

	Luke 13:10
	Healing the crippled woman
	Human body

	John 9
	Man born blind
	Human body

	Luke 14:1–2
	Healing of the man dropsy”
	Human body

	John 11
	Raising Lazarus
	Human body

	Luke 17:11
	The ten lepers
	Human body

	Matthew 20:29–34, Mark 10:46, Luke 18:35
	Healing Bartimaeus and his friend
	Human body

	Mt 21:18, Mk 11:12
	Cursing the fig tree
	Creation

	Luke 22:51
	Healing the soldier's ear
	Human body

	John 21
	Resurrection
	Human body

	Mark 16:9, John 20:11
	Appearance miracles
	Manipulating the creation

	John 21:1
	Miraculous catch of fish reprised
	Manipulating the creation

	
	
	


Let’s look at some of Jesus’ miracles and look at a few features:

a. Why he did it.

b. What it tells us about Jesus.

John 2:1-11   Water to wine.  He did this because there was a need and because his mom asked him.     It tells us that Jesus is Creator.

John 6:1f   Feeding 5000.  Jesus creator.  Jesus the bread of life.  Jesus offers eternal life.

Mark 2:1-12   Jesus has the power to forgive sins.

Matthew 8:23-27   Jesus rebukes the wind and the waves.   This had a profound effect on the disciples.   Now they start to realize who they are dealing with.  What kind of man is this.  Jesus had already worked many miracles.  Why did this one impact them so much.  Jesus has power over the elements.  To a farmer of a fisherman, this was huge.

[also Luke 5:1-8 The miraculous catch of fish. Peter:  “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!]

Mark 1:21-28   Jesus has power over the demon world as well.

John 1:46-49   Knowing the heart and the mind.  Rabbi:  You are the son of God.

Luke 21:20-21  “When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near. Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city.” (Luke 21:20–21)

 Pamphili Eusebius Ecclesiastical History (Hendrickson Publishers, 1998). “If any man will compare the words of our Saviour with the whole History of the Jewish war, as related by Josephus; he cannot forbear to admire and acknowledge our Lord’s prescience and prediction to be wonderful above nature, and truly divine.” (Book III. Ch. 7) “But the people of the church in Jerusalem had been commanded by a revelation, vouchsafed to approved men there before the war, to leave the city and to dwell in a certain town of Perea called Pella.” (Book III, Ch. 5)
John 11   Lazarus raised from the dead.     Tells us Jesus has power over death.   Confirms Jesus claim:  “I am the resurrection and the dead.”

Hundreds present.

The smell of death was strong.

Lazarus come out.

Look at the response.

IX.  The Most Wondrous Miracles of All.    The Incarnation, the Resurrection, the Ascension.

The Incarnation:

“The Central miracle asserted by Christians is the Incarnation.”  C. S. Lewis  Miracles.

“The Word became flesh and lived for a while among us.” (John 1:14) Now, that is a miracle. It would require a lifetime to take in the significance of this statement.”

A miracle on many fronts.

1. It fulfilled a prophecy (Isaiah 7:14f)  The Lord himself will give you a sign.  Behold the virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel.”

Evidence:  Mary herself believed Jesus was the Son of God.

2. It fulfilled a foreshadow (Joseph and Moses)

2. It is a miracle in the sense defined here.  Normally, virgins do not get pregnant.

3. It proves that God can create human life from nothing.

4. It is a miracle in a way not allowed by our definition.  It is a miracle that God would humble himself and take the form of a human being for our sake.

5. It is a miracle in that it is miraculous that “the fullness of deity can dwell in a bodily form.”    Coll 2:9

What is the evidence for this miracle?
John 6:41   I am the bread which came down from heaven (right after creating bread)

John 8:58  Before Abraham was born, I AM

The Resurrection.

Q:  Is it logical to believe that Jesus was raided from the dead?

Q:  Why is this important?


1. If Jesus was in fact raised from the dead, this validates all his claims.  If not…..


2. It explains a lot



The changed character of the apostles



The zeal and growth of the early church.


3. It proves that there is life after death!  Acts 17:30   Therefore… all people everywhere to repent… he has set a day… he has provided proof of this to everyone by raising Him from the dead.


4. If not, then Christianity is foolishness.  Either the basic claims of Christianity are true or they are not.  If Jesus was not raised, the entire thing falls apart.     1 Cor. 15:13f   If there is no resurrection…

If Jesus was resurrected then a response is required.

If not, then “eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die.”

The background  UNDENIABLE FACTS:

1. Jesus was crucified in Jerusalem under the orders of Pontius Pilalte.

         -Josephus


-Tacitus


-Talmud   (RFB p. 64)  “On the eve of the Passover, they hanged 

  



Yeshu”

2. The resurrection was publicly proclaimed, beginning in Jerusalem, 

    immediately after the fact.


-Every piece of evidence proves that the resurrection has been at

 the heart of Christian teaching from the first sermon.  Why do 

 Christians meet on Sunday?

3. The tomb was empty on the third day.  This is a fact.  If the tomb had

     not been empty, then the resurrection would not have been 

     proclaimed.

4. Jesus was still alive.   Give the huge number of eye-witnesses, all of whom, apparently, would die rather than change their story it is tempting to list this as the fourth “fact” about the resurrection story.

Here is the question:  What is the most reasonable explanation of the facts?

Remember, the conclusion that the resurrection happened requires strong evidence.   David Hume:  “Extraordinary claims require extraordinary proof.”

Alternative theories:

Q:  Who in the first centuries had the greatest stake in disproving the resurrection of Jesus?    The Jews.    What theory did they use?

I  The Stolen Body Theory

The reason the tomb was empty is that his body was stolen from the tomb.

Q:  Who would have stolen the body?

Q:  Could they have stolen the body?

Q:  Did they, in fact, steal the body?

Matthew 27:62-66    A large boulder, a Roman guard.  The Jews did not want anyone stealing this body!!!!

Would the Jews have stolen the body?  They could have afforded the bribe.   Why?  What motive?

Even if they did, they would immediately have produced the body once the church claimed the resurrection.

Would the Christians have stolen the body?  Definitely not!  They were in hiding.  The were defeated, discouraged, depressed, fearful of further reprisals.

Could they have?   Defeat a cohort of Roman soldiers?

Would this battle go unnoticed?  Where are the bodies of the Christians?

Besides, the disciples clearly believed in the resurrection.  Many died for this belief.

Would the Romans have stolen the body?  Why?  Cause a riot/insurrection?   Nonsense!

The biggest reason to reject this theory:

500 eyewitnesses!!!!!   Jesus was alive after he was laid in the tomb. 

1 Cor. 15:3-7.

Paul:  if you do not believe it, just ask one of them.  Most of them are alive.

These were very high quality witnesses.  All would have died for Jesus.  It is absolutely inconceivable that they were deceived.

Compare to the original witnesses to the golden tablets for the book of Mormon…

This theory is absolutely insupportable.

II   The Swoon Theory.

Yes, they Crucified Jesus and yes, he was laid in the tomb (after all the tomb was sealed by a Roman guard), but Jesus had not really died.  Later on in the cave he revived, broke free of his bandages, dusted himself off, rolled away the giant stone and fought his way through a cohort of Roman guards.

“The Passover Plot.”

Think about Jesus’ physical situation.  By Sun AM, 

No food or water over 48 hours

Beaten almost to death

Crucified

When a person dies on the cross they hang limp.  Suffocation occurs within 2-3 minutes.  End of story.

The Romans were experts in killing.  Could they have been mistaken?

He was almost nude.  His body was cold and becoming stiff.

The real problem:  John 19:31-35.

Note, a flow of blood and water.   The blood serum had separated from the platelets.  Happens soon after death.

Jesus was definitely dead before being stabbed.  (John would not have known this fact that the blood separates)

Next, wrapped tightly in many layers of cloth strips from head to foot.

Almost killed

Then killed

Then given a fatal wound after being killed.

III  The mass hallucination theory.

First the women who went to the tomb, then Peter and John, then the apostles, including doubting Thomas (Luke 24:36-43), then over 500 eyewitnesses at the same time had a mass hallucination that Jesus was alive.

Problems.

1. This is impossible.

2. Besides, the tomb was empty.  This does not remove this problem.

3. Hallucinations do not eat fish.  (John 21:13)

This theory cannot be taken seriously!!!

Bottom line, there is no other explanation of the facts.  Jesus was resurrected from the dead.

Conclusion:

Jesus’ claim to be the son of God and to be the Messiah is validated.

There is life after death.

There will be a judgment day.

You need to repent.

The Ascension.


After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:9–11)

If nothing else, it surely violated the law of Gravity.

What does it tell us?  It tells us how Jesus will come back.  As he left, so will he return:  in the sky.
The Miracles Jesus Did Not Do.

If you had been Jesus, what miracles would you have done.

Jesus actually showed great restraint.
1. Meeting his own needs.    Jesus never did a miracle to feed himself (even after 40 days, even when tempted by Satan to do it), to make nice clothing, to make himself less tired….

Implications:  Jesus fully accepted his being made human.

2. Working miracles in order to convince the hard-hearted.

Jesus did not try to take advantage of his position of power to force people to believe. 

“And he did not do many miracles there [in Nazareth] because of their lack of faith.  Matthew 13:55-58.    Miracles can encourage a nascent faith, but should not be used to manipulate the emotions of non-believers.

3. Work a miracle because of a challenge to do so.   God cannot be manipulated.  Jesus never took the bait to defend his pride.     Ex.:  Satan in the wilderness.

Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, “Teacher, we want to see a miraculous sign from you.”

Will Jesus take the bait?

He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.” 
(Matthew 12:38–41)

4. Judgment miracle.  (I did not come to judge the world but to save it.)   Jesus did not retaliate.

The scene in Luke 9:52–56 serves as a good example of the attitude of the apostles. 

They went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him, but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy this village?” But Jesus turned and rebuked them, and they went to another village.

5. Jesus did not force people’s will or take away their freedom to choose.

Imagine having the ability to force people to love you or to serve you or to die for you!

God is serious about giving us free will.  Satan has no such ethical standard!

6. Jesus did not end the crucifixion.   Jesus was willingly killed, and willingly took on the sins of the whole world.

What do we learn from this miracle that Jesus did not do? The answer is that we learn everything we need to know. We learn the entire gospel message. We learn that God is love. We learn that “the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23) We learn that God is just but that his love wins over his justice for those who accept the gospel message. Jesus could do anything except deny his love for us.

VIII   Transformed lives.

Jesus has had more influence on human history than any other person.
How to explain the radical change of these “unschooled, ordinary men?”
How to explain the vitality and growth of a religious movement started by uneducated, ordinary men.

Millions of lives transformed by a personal experience with Jesus Christ.

John 7:17  Jesus’ challenge: Try it and see if it does not work.

Challenge to our friends:  What do you have to lose?  You have been doing it your own way: How’s that working for you?  Give Jesus a chance and see if it works for you.[image: image1.png]
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