
Luke IX  Jesus Comes to Jerusalem

We have done Jesus and discipleship, Jesus and women, Jesus and the poor
Last week:  Jesus and the outsider/outcast.  Jesus and the Samaritan
Luke 9:51  As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.
Jesus is on his way.  The die is cast. The end is assured.

Q: Will you walk resolutely with Jesus on his way to Jerusalem. What happens there?

Luke 10:25-37  The Parable of the Good Samaritan.

An expert in the Law: What must I do to inherit eternal life?  Jesus: What is written in the Law? How do you read it?
He quotes Deut 6:5  Love the Lord your God with all…   and your neighbor as yourself.
Jesus tells us this:  “Do this and you will live.”   We need to “do” love to our neighbor.

OK, so who is my neighbor?    He wanted to know who he did not have to love.  Is it OK if I do not love this homeless guy, or this guy with a funny turban on his head?

Answer: Anyone you find who is in need.

A Samaritan took pity on him.
Jesus: Who was his neighbor?   Answer: the Samaritan!

The one who DID/Acted mercy toward him.  An active love toward your neighbor.


Luke 17:11-19  Ten lepers healed. 
Lepers were the ultimate outsiders.  And a Samaritan is an ultimate outsider amongst the outsiders.  They are “unclean.”

Jesus: touches lepers. Tells them to go show themselves to the priests.  He heals them.

Only the Samaritan returned to give thanks.

We were lepers.  We were outsiders.  We were aliens to God’s people.  But Jesus touched us.  Jesus healed us.  How grateful are you?
Your ability to stay faithful is largely influenced by your level of gratefulness.

Jesus and Outsiders cont.

Luke 19:1-10    Jesus in Jericho—on the last leg of his journey to Jerusalem.

Jesus sees Zachaeus in a sycamore tree.  Scholars: This must have been outside Jericho as sycamore trees are very large.
So…  Jesus had walked through Jericho and refused all invitations to hospitality.
No one whose house he wants to stay at.
Then he finds Zachaeus!

Zacchaeus may not be a Samaritan (heaven forbid), but his is something nearly as bad!  He is not just a tax collector, he is a chief tax collector. He is a boss of the traitor Jewish tax collectors.  He is rich!  (note, Luke 18:35-42 Jesus had just healed a blind beggar—rich or poor does not matter to him.)

So, what will Jesus do about that?  This is exactly the kind of guy I want to hang out with. Jesus bordered on provocative here.  He refused to be intimidated by society’s idea of who is OK and who is not.  Jesus would have hung out with tattooed people, fat-cat rich people, with gay and transgender people, with illegal immigrants…   And with you!

Luke 19:3-4 Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus, but he was short.  He ran ahead.

Luke 19:5  Jesus: Now this is my kind of guy.  He is an outsider for sure.  He is a “sinner” but he recognizes that fact and he wants to do something about it.
“I am going to stay at your house today.”
I picture Jesus stopping, in the midst of a huge crowd, and helping Zacchaeus down from the tree.   The crowd: What is he doing?

Luke 19:7  “All the people” were unhappy with this.  Jesus is used to opposition from the Pharisees, the Teachers of the Law and the Saducees, but now he has gone too far.  Jesus has finally stepped over the line, so even the crowd are not supportive—reaching out to a chief tax collector, the most infamous man in town.

Jesus does not care about that.  Why?  Let’s see.

Luke 19:8 Zachaeus is ready and willing to repent.   

Half my possessions.     I will pay back 4x what I cheated…

 Reminds us of 2 Cor 7:11  See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: 1. Earnestness check   2. Eagerness to clear yourself  check    3. Longing for God check    4. Readiness to see justice done   covered.

Q: What is your attitude toward your own sin?  Are you like Zachaeus?

19:9-10  If so, I have good news for you.  You are the reason Jesus came and took on human form.  You are the reason he came.    TODAY salvation has come to this house.

Jesus loves Samaritans and all kinds of outsiders.

Are you a “normal” person?   I am not.  Are you aware that you DESPERATELY need Jesus? Then you are Jesus’ kind of person.     Yeah, but no one knows the kinds of crazy thoughts that run through my head.  Ideal!   Yeah, but I struggle with same-sex attraction.  Perfect!

Yeah, but if anyone knew the real me…   Spot on.

If you feel distant from God, go ahead…  Get up in a Sycamore-fig tree.  Jesus would love to call you down and spend the evening in your house. 

Jesus came to seek and to save the lost—You!!!!   TODAY salvation has come to your house.

Skipping Luke 19:11-27 Parable of 10 Minahs.  Covered 2 weeks ago.
God entrusted to us gifts and talents
He requires we use them to grow his kingdom.
If not, “throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

Now. We are coming into Jerusalem but Jesus has been talking about this for a while. 
Luke 9:21-22  The Son of Man must suffer, be rejected and killed.
Luke 9:43-45  The Son of Man will be betrayed
Luke 11:29-32   This wicked generation asks for a sign, but the only sign they will be given is the sign of Jonah.  Like Jonah, Jesus will willingly offer his life to save sinners—even Gentile sinners!!  And like Jonah, God will raise him from the dead on the third day.
Luke 13:31-35  Go tell that fox… No prophet can die outside of Jerusalem.  
Luke 18:31-34   Everything written about the Son of Man will be fulfilled.


Jesus Comes to Jerusalem  Luke 19:28-21:38

The theme of this section is the prophesied Messiah has come to Jerusalem, fulfilling prophecy and bringing salvation through his death, resurrection and ascension.

Luke 19:37-40 Jesus enters Jerusalem as a peaceful and humble king, on a donkey (but we already covered that in Matthew)

But let’s stop there, because David preenacted this scene in 2 Samuel 6 When David brought the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem.  God himself was coming into Jerusalem and David, the prefigure of Jesus brings him into the city with great rejoicing.  2 Sam 6:12-15 David dancing with all his might “leaping and dancing before the Lord” as he brought the Presence of God into Jerusalem.

What kind of king is Jesus?

I am sure Jesus has the foreshadow in mind as the people rejoice for Jesus coming into Jersualem.         Zechariah 9:9  Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!  Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!  See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious (as was David), lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Luke 19:41-44   After passing through Bethany, East of Jerusalem, Jesus is coming down the Mt. of Olives, and he looks down on Jerusalem.  As he did so, he wept.

Why? He knows 1. That we will reject him and kill him.  (but that is not why he is crying)
2. That, because of our rejection of their Messiah, God will come in judgment forty years from now and overthrow the city.  Rome did this under Titus in AD 70.

We wanted to kill him.  He wants to love us.  All he wants is to be loved in return.  But we would not have it that way.   Romans 5:7-8 But God demonstrates his love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
Jesus is fulfilling in reverse what happened in Ezekiel 11:22-23.  When God leaves Jerusalem, he does so by passing out the East gate and going up the Mt. of Olives.  Jesus is doing this in reverse, as God comes from the Mt. of Olives into Jerusalem.

But now God is returning to Jerusalem, where he will be rejected and killed by the people.

But this is a reversal of the scene 2 Sam 15:13-17, 30

David, the prefigure of the Messiah is fleeing the city.  There are copious parallels between David and Jesus.  Born in Bethlehem, shepherds who gave their life for the sheep, offered a sacrifice on the temple mount that saved Israel.  David, who wrote Psalm 22 “They have pierced my hands and my feet.”    Jesus is not the only king of God’s people who had to endure the emotional agony of betrayal at the hands of those he loved and served.   God’s prefigure is fleeing in disgrace.  Jesus, in a move loaded with symbolism, reverses this path, this time in great joy.  

But in just a few days, Jesus will come down from the Mount of Olives (where the Garden of Gethsemane is) after his arrest, for his trial and execution.

Luke 19:45-48  More conflict in Jerusalem.  Jesus clears the temple. 

Completing the reversal of Ezekiel 11, 2 Sam 16,30, Jesus enters the temple.  And what does he see?  People making a profit—right there in the temple.

Zechariah 14:21  The nearly last thing in the OT.  And there shall be no merchants in the house of the Lord Almighty!  No using God for profit.

Jesus drives the merchants out.  He purifies the temple in a symbolic act.

We will stop right there.  At the opening scene of Jesus in Jerusalem.  Come back next week…  Jesus in Jerusalem.

Summary:
Were/are you an outsider to the kingdom of God?  A Samaritan, a leper, a chief tax-collector.
If you are like Zacchaeus—willing to humbly repent, then I have good news for you.  You are Jesus’ kind of person.
But… you need to be willing to follow Jesus into Jerusalem.  He is clearing the way.   What will happen to you in Jerusalem?  We will see next week.

