
Hospitality Devotional

Hospitality:  What is the meaning and how should we put this Christian virtue into practice?

What do you think of when you think of “home”

Q:  Why was hospitality such an important quality in the early church?   The Christians, in general, were not welcome.   3 John 5-8   

They had a system of recommending people who went to another city, so that they would be welcomed into homes.

Def   Hospitality:  The ability to make those who are not part of our home to feel as if they are.

If you are going to make people feel “at home” then what does it feel to be “at home.”

1 Tim 5:9-10   A widow, to be put on the list, must be hospitable.

Q: Why did they make this a requirement?  (because the receivers must be givers)

We think of hospitality being a female skill (not completely without any validity at all, but…)

Q:  Qualities needed by a leader of the church?

1 Tim 3:2    An elder must be hospitable.    Titus 1:8   same

Why so essential to an elder (or Bible group leader or…)?

Acts 28:7-10   Publius welcomed us hospitably.    What do you think he did?

Romans 12:9-13  Qualities of a Christian.   One of those is to “practice hospitality.”    What would that look like?

Q:   How can singles be hospitable?   Let’s be practical.     Be hospitable in our circle of friends.  Welcome people in easily—even those who would not be welcomed elsewhere.

It includes keeping our house clean and the public spaces free of clutter.

It involves keeping things around the house, such as tea, coffee, snacks available to those who drop by.

It might involve being able to take people in to stay the night.

Q: How might a college student living in a dorm with roommates be hospitable?

Q: How might a young person, living in a home with their family be hospitable?

Romans 16:23  Gaius, whose hospitality I and the whole church enjoy, sends you his greetings.

1 Pet 4:8-10   Love one another deeply…  Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.

Why might we be tempted to grumble?    Why is this part of “loving one another deeply?

Acts 2:46   They broke bread in homes….

Acts 16:15   She (Lydia) invited us to her home.
Acts 18:26  They Priscilla and Aquila) invited us to their home.

I took a class on hospitality in my Masters program.  We learned that hospitality includes how we behave in other people’s territory.
Being a hospitable guest (I am not kidding)
The church is not just a place people come to.  The church goes to other people’s places.
We cannot assume that people want to come to our place.
We need to feel at home in their places

It includes things like graciously accepting other’s hospitality.
In includes getting involved with what they are doing.
It requires open-mindedness.
It involves learning not to use our own “lingo.”
It involves being able to learn from all kinds of people about their:
Music
Movies
Games
Religious thoughts
Traditions
Food

Q: What does it take to be a gracious guest (which is part of hospitality)?


