
Leviticus II  Offerings and Sacrifices (cont.)

Last week we began a series of sermons from Leviticus.

“Leviticus” not in the original.  Greek for priesthood-book

Theme verse:  Leviticus 11:45  I am the Lord who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore be holy because I am holy.
The outline of Leviticus is:
Ch 1-7  The five main sacrifices
Ch 8-10  The Levitical Priesthood
Ch 11-22 The Laws of Moses
Ch 23-25  The Sabbath and Festivals
Ch 26 Punishment and Reward
Ch 27 More laws.

The principle subject of the Law of Moses is:
Sacrifice   (all of which point toward the sacrifice of Jesus)
Priesthood   (all of which points toward the priesthood of Jesus)
Law   (all of which was fulfilled and expanded by Jesus)
Festival    ( all of which points toward Jesus)
Tabernacle   (Jesus dwelt/tabernacled among us, and every item in the Tabernacle points to Jesus)    which is not found in Leviticus
Last week we began looking at the principle offerings and sacrifices in the Law of Moses.
We discovered that there were offerings which were a “sweet smelling aroma” to God.
These include the Burnt Offering, the Grain Offering, the Drink Offering and the Fellowship Offering.

They also include blood sacrifices. These are the Sin and Guilt Sacrifices

We saw that the Burnt Offering was a voluntary sacrifice whose purpose was to symbolize a complete dedication of the worshipper to God.
We saw the symbolic significance of the head not needing to be washed, but the body needing to be washed before making this offering.

We saw that Jesus gave a burnt offering in Eph 5:1-2
We saw that God also asks us to voluntarily give a burnt offering in Romans 12:1-2.  What will you willingly bring to Jesus, laying it on the altar

We looked at the Grain Offering.
Given to meet the needs of the ministry.
Not voluntary.  10% taken from the first fruits of our hard labor.
(for us 10% not prescribed, but…)
Should be given sacrificially, joyfully (oil) and with prayer (incense), and will produce eternal positive results (salt).

Today: Drink Offering, Fellowship Offering and the Blood Sacrifices.

The Drink Offering (nesek)  =  pouring out our life in devotion to God.

Usually given on top of a grain offering.

Described in Leviticus 23:13  (and Exodus  29:41, Numbers 28:31)

We give our not-optional “grain offering”—giving sacrificially to the needs of the church.

But we also give an voluntary drink offering in which we pour our life out for God.

The connection is significant.   We give our 10%, but I hope you pour out your life.

At the end of the day/life, there is nothing left.  It is all poured out.

Jesus made his life a sin offering, but also a drink offering:   Luke 22:20  “Which is poured out for you.”   Isaiah 53:12  Jesus poured out his life unto death.

Jesus gave his death for us, but he also poured out his life for us.

Paul made a drink offering:  Philippians 2:16,17   2 Tim 4:6-8

Are you pouring out your life or are you holding things back in the cup?

My wife Jan is a great example of this.  She pours out her life… I also thing of Malcom and Daisy. 

What are you saving for?  Where are you putting your treasures?

Are you “All in?”   Have you poured yourself out?  

The Fellowship Offering (peace offering)   Leviticus 3   = Celebrating the blessings of having a relationship with God.     A pleasing aroma.

Voluntary.   A way to spontaneously celebrate some sort of blessing from God.

Three types of fellowship offerings:

Vow-offering  (Lev 11:16, 22:23)    given in anticipation of a future blessing

Thank-offering (Lev 7:11-15)   given in response to a specific blessing

Free-will offering (Lev 22:23)  just fired up about God and giving an offering

Sacrifice an animal, sprinkle blood on the altar, burn the kidneys, fat and entrails, then have a party sharing the meat together with friends.

Sacrifice made, party happens, all must be finished that day.

Foreshadow:  We should take the time to celebrate on a daily basis the great blessings we have in God.  Do we need to remember to celebrate the little things?  Do we tend to forget the little blessings.

The NT equivalent:   1 Thess 5:16     Rejoice always  (free-will)   Pray constantly (vow-offering)  give thanks in all circumstances (thank-offering)

Sacrifices for sin/blood offerings

The sweet savor sacrifices are foreshadows of our worship of God (and Jesus’)

The blood sacrifices are VERY different.

These are never called a sweet savor.  They are a foreshadow of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ.    Bottom line, we have a sin problem separating us from God.  These sacrifices are about the sacrifice of Jesus for forgiveness of sins.

Before looking at the two sacrifices, one note.

These sacrifices did not and were never intended to cover intentional sin.

Leviticus 4:1 (read it… talking about the sin offering)   4:13-14   When Israel or an individual sins unintentionally.

Heb 9:11-14     Here the Hebrew writer is referencing the Day of Atonement

Jesus offered sacrifice at the TRUE tabernacle in heaven.

v. 12  Not by the blood of goats and calves (a reference to the sin offering)

v. 13  the ashes of a heifer is a reference to the Red Heifer sacrifice (as we will see)

v. 14  These Mosaic sacrifices only created “ceremonial cleanness” (ie allowing then to come to worship God, but not providing forgiveness for sins—especially willful ones!

What about intentional sin?    Hebrews 10:26-31  Deliberate sin is a problem, even for us.   Be careful.

However, these sacrifices are foreshadows of the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ.  A MUCH better sacrifice.

v. 14  The sacrifice of Christ is so much greater!

So, let’s look at the sin and the guilt offering/sacrifice

Sin Offering  (chatat)    Lev 4:1-5:13

In general, for offenses against God’s authority or his prerogative/territory.

Guilt Offering  (asham)   Lev 5:14-6:7

In general, for offenses against a fellow Israelite.   (Psalm 51 Against you only have I sinned?)

God saw sins against him and sins against our brother as equal.

The details.

The Sin Offering: (chatat)  Lev 4:3-12

The sin offering had to be an unblemished animal  (Jesus was unblemished)

The offender laid their hands on the animal.  (our sin was laid on Jesus  The Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all)

Isaiah 53:6, “and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”

The offender actually killed the sacrifice. (God made this Jesus whom you crucified,   brought home the seriousness of the offense.  Offender sees the blood flowing on the ground is likely to remember the seriousness of the sin.  Are you remembering the price paid for your sin?

The words of the people in the crowd when Jesus was condemned speak volumes for us. “Let his blood be on us and on our children” (Matthew 27:25).

Blood sprinkled at the curtain in the temple and around the altar.   Kidneys and fat burned on the altar, the body was carried outside to be burned.   (Jesus was carried outside Jerusalem to be killed)  (Hebrews 13:11-13)

The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies are burned outside the camp. And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his own blood. Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore (Hebrews 13:11-13).

Guilt Offering (asham)  Leviticus 5:14-6:7

Similar to Sin Offering, but 

1.  There was no such thing as an offering for a group sin.  Only individual sins against each other were atoned for.  The point:  we are to take personal responsibility for our sins against one another
	
2. The offender had to make restitution to the person offended before bringing their sacrifice to the priest.  Lev 5:15-16  (Matthew 5:23,24)

Isaiah 53:10, that, “it was the LORD’S will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days.” When God made Jesus a guilt offering, he had in mind “his offspring,”

“God made him who knew no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

Aside:

The Jews has another sacrifice which might even have preceded the Levitical system.  This is the Red Heiffer Sacrifice.  Hebrews 9:13.

Numbers 19:1-22.   A sacrifice for ceremonial cleanness “the water of cleansing.”  Use for those who had touched dead bodies and for certain skin diseases v. 16-18.

Parallels/ Prefigures between the Red Heifer and Jesus Christ:

1. A very rare red heifer                       A unique son
2. Sacrificed outside the camp             Sacrificed outside the camp
3. To purify both Jew and Gentile       To purify both Jew and Gentile
4. A sacrifice without blemish             A sacrifice without blemish
    (without even a single black hair)
5. Never been yoked                           A volunteer sacrifice
6. Scarlet wool and wood                   Blood on wood
7. Hyssop (for purification from        Purifies from the effects of sin
    the effects of death)
8. Ashes plus water for purification   Blood and baptism for purification

Let us return to the “better sacrifice”  of Jesus.

Heb 9:23-27   A much better sacrifice!

The sin, guilt and red heifer sacrifice:       The better sacrifice:

Dealt with outer cleanness only                 Cleaned inside and out
Temporary, repeated again and again        Once for all
Not voluntary.                                            Given voluntarily/willfully
Principally a matter of ceremony               Real, effectual
Left us feeling guilty (Heb 10:2-4)            A clear conscience
Did not provide purification for sins!        Provides purification for sins.


God wants us to rest confident in the efficacy of the saving sacrifice of Jesus Christ.   Let’s finish with Heb 10:19-22:

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.

Summary:  
Let us choose to give a burnt offering—willingly giving our life in service to God!
Let us give our required grain offering—a sacrificial giving from the work of our “hands.”
Let us choose to give a drink offering—to pour out our lives on the altar of our faith.
Let us make fellowship offerings—being thankful for God’s blessings, past, present and future.

Beyond that, let us be grateful for the true, heavenly, effectual sin and guilt sacrifices, because they provide true, abiding, once-for-all, effectual, eternal forgiveness, not only for our sins against God, but for those we commit against our fellow human beings.

Thank-you Jesus for your sacrifice for our sins, as they give us access—access to your eternal presence.
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