Leviticus III Priesthood and Christianity

Theme verse:  Leviticus 11:45  I am the Lord who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore be holy because I am holy.
Leviticus is about holiness.
The outline of Leviticus is:
Ch 1-7  The five main sacrifices
Ch 8-10  The Levitical Priesthood
Ch 11-22 The Laws of Moses
Ch 23-27  The Sabbath and Festivals

The principle subjects of the Law of Moses are:
Sacrifice  (all of which point toward the sacrifice of Jesus)
Priesthood   (all of which points toward the priesthood of Jesus)
Law   (all of which was fulfilled and expanded by Jesus)
Festival    ( all of which points toward Jesus)
Tabernacle   (Jesus dwelt/tabernacled among us, and every item in the Tabernacle points to Jesus)    which is not found in Leviticus.
The last two weeks, we looked at offerings and sacrifices.
We looked at offerings which were a “sweet smelling aroma” to God.
These include the Burnt Offering, the Grain Offering, the Drink Offering and the Fellowship Offering.

We looked at how God commands a Grain Offering of us, and asks us to also voluntarily give Burnt (Rom 12:1-2), Drink (2 Tim 4:6-7) and Thank (1 Thess 5:16-18) Offerings

They also include blood sacrifices. These are the Sin Offering for sins against God and the Guilt Offering for sins against our fellow human beings.

These were not a sweet smell to God at all!

The sin offering was for either individual or group sins
The guilt offering was only for individual sins against other individuals, and always required restitution to the person.

They prefigure the sacrifice of Christ.  But the sacrifice of Christ is SO much greater!
Dealt with outer cleanness only                 Cleaned inside and out
Temporary, repeated again and again        Once for all
Not voluntary.                                            Given voluntarily/willfully
Principally a matter of ceremony               Real, effectual
Left us feeling guilty (Heb 10:2-4)            A clear conscience
Did not provide purification for sins!        Provides purification for sins.

Today:  Old Testament Priesthood and Christianity

The Priesthood of Levi/Aaron is a prefigure of us as priests.

The basics:  Levi was one of Jacob’s sons.  God intended all the firstborn sons of Israel to be priests, but when Israel worshipped the golden calf, only the Levites were zealous for YHWH and refused to worship the calf.  They were, therefore, chosen to be the priestly tribe.

1. The Levites.   Performed mundane tasks at the Tabernacle and Temple.

The Levites served in the tabernacle and at the temple, but they were not the priests. (1 Chron 6:48-49)   And they could not enter the Holy Place.

Only the sons on Aaron were priests.
There is a large section in Numbers 3-4 about the work of the Levites that we will not be covering.

2. The sons of Aaron—the priests.  Made burnt, grain, fellowship, sin and guilt offerings.   Served in the Holy Place, replacing the bread, oil, offering incense.
Only sons of Aaron could enter the holy place in the Tabernacle.

24 courses of priests, each serving one week, twice a year, in Jerusalem.

They are a prefigure or our own priesthood as Christians.

3. The High Priest.  Entered the Most Holy Place on Yom Kippur—The Day of Atonement.

A prefigure of our own great High Priest Jesus.

4. The Melchizedek priesthood.   Jesus is the Great High Priest, but not of the order of Aaron.  No, he is of the Order of Melchizedek.  Ps 110:4  The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind:  You are a priest forever of the order of Melchizedek.

I.  The Levitical Priesthood/Our Priesthood.

Only a male descendant of Aaron could be a Priest.

In Christianity we are the children of Aaron and Jesus is our High Priest

Like we already read in Exodus 19:6 the prophecy that God’s people would be a kingdom of priests.
And Peter told us in 1 Pet 2:9  You/we are that kingdom of priests.
1 Pet 2:9  You are a chosen people royal priesthood….  He is not repeating himself here.   We are that small proportion of all people who have been chosen to minister in his temple/tabernacle to intercede for the lost.

Rev 5:9-10  We are a kingdom of priests. (also Rev 1:5-6, Rev 20:6)  This was prophesied Exodus 19:6

Our job?

1 Pet 2:5  You also like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
 
What is the job of a priest?  1. To make intercession between people and God.

2. To make sacrifices and offerings to God.

OUR intercessor, of course, is our Great High Priest Jesus Christ.
I do not need an earthly priest!

1 Tim 2:5-6   For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind: The man Jesus Christ. who gave himself as a ransom for ALL people.

So, who are we making intercession for?  I will get to that!!!!

We can learn a lot about how God views us, our purpose, our way of life from what he told the priests of the order of Aaron to do.

So… what do we learn from Leviticus, Numbers, etc. about our own priesthood?

Leviticus Ch 8-10

A lengthy description of the ordination of Aaron and his sons, including burnt and sin offerings, with details about pouring out the blood, burning the fat around the kidneys and other such details…

Culminated by Lev 9:23-24  Fire came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed the burnt offering… they shouted for joy and fell facedown.
And thus the priesthood of Aaron and his sons was established at Sinai.

1.   Lev 10:1-3 Nadab and Abihu offered unauthorized fire/incense/prayers before the Lord and were consumed by fire.

v. 3 God said “I will be proved holy and I will be honored.”

As priests we are to take the Word of God very seriously, and to set a very high example of honoring the Word and obeying the Word of God.

Do you honor God’s Word?   Do you treat as holy the things of God?

Lev 10:6  Aaron, Eleazar and Ithamar (I would not want to be them…) You may not mourn for your cousins.

God wants us to take our priesthood VERY seriously.

2.  Lev 10:8-10  No wine.  Why?  So you can distinguish between the holy and the common—unclean and clean.

That is a priestly duty!   To help people know the difference between the holy and the profane.

We need to be different.  We need to show the world a separate, godly reality in Christ by our distinctiveness.
It may not be complete abstinence from alcohol, but it is living a lifestyle that makes us a city on a hill, a true kingdom of priests.

3.  The Levites were the devoted ones.  They had no inheritance in the land.   They were, in a sense, the tithe of God’s people.  Numbers 18:20  We have no earthly inheritance.  Our inheritance is from God alone.  

They were to rely, not on the things of the world, but on God himself!

Our citizenship, too, is in heaven.  Phil 3:20-21

2 Chron 31:4   We devote ourselves to the Law of the Lord.

4.  Lev 21:1-4   He must not touch or even enter the room with a dead body  (Jesus: Luke 9:59-60  let the dead bury their dead)

2 Cor 6:14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.

(there were other rules about cutting of hair, who they could marry as well, no defects, blind, …)

Lev 21:10-23  Stricter rules for high priests to be discussed below.

Zadokites  Ezek 44:15-16

Zadok was the high priest when the temple was dedicated.  His descendants were the ones who never defiled themselves when Israel became unholy.

v. 16 “They alone are to enter my sanctuary…”

The Zadokites were 

v. 23  teach the difference between holy and common.
We are those Zadokites as we study the Bible with people this year.

v. 28 I am to be their only inheritance.
Let us remember that, though we are in the world, our home is in heaven and our only inheritance is the Kingdom of God.

We have learned a lot about our Christian priesthood, but who do we intercede for?

5.  Our priestly duty:  To make intercession

Romans 15:15-16  We have the “priestly duty” of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  

2 Cor 5:18-20  Ours is the ministry of reconciliation to those who are not yet priests—who are not yet part of the Kingdom of God.

Are you taking your priestly duty seriously?  I pray you are.

Summary:  What I learn about my own Christian priesthood from Leviticus, etc.:

1. I must honor and obey God’s word.
2. I must distinguish between the holy and the unholy.
3. I am devoted to God and to his kingdom alone.
4. I am to maintain personal holiness and separation from the things which defile, and teach others to do the same. 
5. I must fulfill my priestly duty to the lost, so that they, too, can join me—becoming fellow priests—in the Kingdom of God






















II.  The High Priest   Leviticus 21:10-12.

He must not even enter a room with a dead body.

Lev 21:16-23  No defects at all.    (symbolically, no sins)

The 24 courses of priests came and went—serving for two weeks out of every year.  But… the high priest did not leave the temple grounds the entire time of his tenure.   This is Jesus who is always ministering for us in the heavenly tabernacle 24/7!

The main function of the High Priest was to carry out the sacrifice on Yom Kippur—the Day of Atonement.   He was the one who made atonement for the sins of the people.

The high priest wore the ephod, the Urim and the Thummim.

Jesus is our High Priest, but he is a high priest according to the Priesthood of Melchizedek. (Psalm 110:4)

Jesus the antitype to Melchizedek   Heb 4:14-5:6  Hebrews 6:19-20   7:23-8:5
Jesus a great high priest for several reasons:
1. He suffered in every way like us, so he can relate.
2. He was chosen because of his personal righteousness, unlike the Aaronic priests.
3. He is a priest forever.  (like the High Priest, he never leaves the heavenly tabernacle)
4. He serves in the real sanctuary, not the one which is a mere copy.

Without genealogy, without descendents. (Hebrews 7:3)
 “Without beginning of days or end of life” (Hebrews 7:3)
A priest forever. (Hebrews 7:3, Psalm 110:4)
A priest, but not of the family of Levi.
Abraham offered him a tithe/sacrifice (Genesis 14:20).
Melchizedek means King of Righteousness.
King of Salem means King (prince?) of Peace.
High Priest because of his character, not by descent.
Greater than Abraham (Heb 7:4, John 8:53-58).
Gave Abraham bread and wine (last supper, Lord’s Supper)
A priest for everyone; not just for the Jews.
A priest and a king.




