


Leviticus IV The High Priest

Leviticus Theme Verse Lev 11:45

Leviticus Outline:
Ch 1-7  The five main sacrifices
Ch 8-10  The Levitical Priesthood
Ch 11-22 The Laws of Moses
Ch 23-25  The Sabbath and Festivals

Not covered:  The Tabernacle

Last week we saw that there are four categories:

1. The Levites who served at the tabernacle and, later the temple, but were not priests.

2. The priesthood of Aaron, who made burnt, grain, drink and fellowship offerings, as well as giving sin and guilt sacrifices.  

They are sacrifice makers and they are intercessors.

 These priests are prefigures of us as a kingdom of priests (Exodus 19:6).  

As priests we make offerings but not sacrifices.
As priests, we do not intercede for one another, because there is one intercessor between us and God—Jesus Christ.

We looked at regulations for these priests in Leviticus and Numbers and discovered that, as priests:

1. We must honor and obey God’s word.
2. We must distinguish between the holy and the unholy.
3. We are devoted to God and to his kingdom alone.
4. We are to maintain personal holiness and separation from the things which defile, and teach others to do the same. 
5. We must fulfill my priestly duty to intercede for the lost, so that they, too, can join me—becoming fellow priests—in the Kingdom of God


3. The high priest.  This role is a prefigure of that of Christ.

4. The priesthood of Melchizedek.

As promised, we are covering the high priesthood and its implication for Jesus this week.


II. The High Priest   Leviticus 21:10-12.

A. Rules for High Priests.  (each of which tells us about Jesus our High Priest)

v. 10  The one who has been anointed (meshah messiah)

v. 11  He must not even enter a room with a dead body—even if it is his own parent!!!  Not even for his own parents.

High priest must be holy, without any compromise at all.
Why?  Because Jesus is perfect!

v. 12  He is not to leave the tabernacle or temple area at all.   The 24 courses of priests came and went—serving for two weeks out of every year.  But… the high priest did not leave the temple grounds the entire time of his tenure.   This is Jesus who is always ministering for us in the heavenly tabernacle 24/7!

A great symbol of Jesus who is always in the true sanctuary in heaven, making intercession for us.

Lev 21:16-23  No defects at all.    (symbolically, no sins)

Jesus is the perfect, unblemished lamb and the perfect unblemished high priest.

Many cleansings prescribed.  Wear white linen only

B. The High Priest had special garments. (Ex 28)

1. An ephod Ex 28:6  gold, blue (heaven) purple (royalty) and scarlet (blood, sacrifice).
v. 9 The ephod had two onyx stones—one on each shoulder—each with the names of six of the twelve tribes inscribed.

Jesus, our high priest, carries us on his shoulders.

2. Exodus 28:15  A breastpiece with twelve precious stones—one for each of the tribes.

The point:  Ex 28:29  The high priest bears the names of all the sons of Israel as a continuing memorial before the Lord.   Every one of God’s people close to his heart.

3. The Urrim and the Thummim  for making wise decisions.  Ex 28:30   

4. A turban with a gold plate, on which is the inscription “Holy to the Lord.” Ex  28:36

C. The High Priest’s main function—to carry out the sacrifice on Yom Kippur—the Day of Atonement.   He was the one who made atonement for the sins of the people.

Regulations for this are in Lev 16 

1. Wash hands and feet in laver.   
2. Change into perfectly white linen clothes.
3. Lay hands on a bull he paid for and sacrifice on the altar of sacrifice.
4. Sprinkle this blood in the Holy Place for his sins.
5. Fill a censer with two handfuls of incense, light it, and place it behind the curtain.
6. Select two goats kill one of these goats and a bull for the sin of the people.      (the other goat will be the scape-goat Azazel)
7. Enter the Most Holy Place with a rope tied around his ankle, first to sprinkle the blood of the goat, then the blood of the bull on the Mercy Seat.
8. Lay hands on the scape-goat Azazel, and send him out into the wilderness—symbolically sending the sin of the people away from the camp.
9. Then, of course, the bull and the goat are burned outside the camp.
Because Jesus was sacrificed outside the city.

The antitype to the High Priest, of course, is Jesus Christ.

Why is he SO MUCH better a priest than the Aaronic High Priest?

Skip Heb 2:14-18 ex. v. 17  For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.

Jesus: A Perfect High Priest

Heb 4:14-5:6.  Jesus is the perfect high priest.

Q: What does a priest do?  He makes intercession between humans and the supernatural power(s) that control the universe.  A bridge-maker.

Latin pontifex  a bridge.  One who connects to God.  He offers praise to God from us and he asks for blessings from God to us.

The priest must speak the language of both humans and of God.  Who can do this better than Jesus?  

Even before the incarnation, Jesus spoke the language of God perfectly, as he is the Son of God.

But when he came and “lived for a while among us” (John 1:14), he learned our language.  He understands us perfectly.

That is the point in this section.

Jesus takes the place of this imperfect high priest.

Jesus is not up in an air conditioned office.  He knows the language of God perfectly and, because he came here, he knows the language of humans perfectly as well.

Like Moses who was living in great comfort in Pharaoh’s palace, but saw God’s people suffering as slaves, so he walked out of the palace to live like a slave so he could save the slaves.

Hebrews 4:15  empathize   Greek: sympatheo  lit. touched with the same feeling.

Why? v. 15  Because he was tempted in every way we are tempted.
He knows what it is like to want to take revenge, to be tempted to lust, to strike out at his enemies, to lie, to be lazy, to drown his sorrows in….

This is why we can “approach God’s throne with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in our time of need. (Heb 4:16)

How much better is the high priesthood of Jesus!

Jesus is like the earthly High Priest in several ways:
a. Human, can relate.  Can empathize with us. (Greek: sympatheo) Tempted like us in every way (Heb 4:15).  
b.  Offers mercy, grace. (Hebrews  4:16)
c. Selected by God from among men (Heb 5:1,4-5  v. 5 Jesus did not appoint himself)
d. Represents man to God (Heb 5:1)
e. Offered gifts (sweet smelling offerings) and sacrifices (sin and guilt offering)  5:1

But Jesus is much greater than the High Priest:
a. In the heavenly tabernacle, not the earthly one.  “Has ascended into heaven” (Heb 4:14)  
b. Was without sin.  (Hebrews 4:15)
c. Did not have to offer sacrifices for his own sin (Heb 5:3)
d. A priest forever  (Heb 5:6).     
e. Of the order of Melchizedek. Heb 5:6,9 Ps 110:4)   (d and e will be emphasized more later)

Hebrews 5:2  He can deal gently    metriopatheia  we get the word empathy  Sympathetic feeling.   Bear with us without becoming irritated.   A good high priest cannot be too sympathetic/overwhelmed, but not apathetic either.  

Not like a rich person telling someone on the street, “I can relate.”  No you cannot dude!

Ex:  Yesterday at the homeless encampment talking to the guy with a broken back.

Have you ever felt that God is too far off—too distant to relate to you.  Think about Jesus.

Feeling lonely?  He has that one covered.
Tempted to lash out at someone hurting you?  That one too.
Tired, want to rest, pull back from the spiritual battle.   Jesus can relate.  And he can therefore explain you to the Father.

What a great gift we have as Christians—a High Priest who can sympathize with us in the deepest possible way!

What a concept.  Unknown in the ancient world.

To the Greeks, this idea of God would be blasphemy.  God just be distant and removed from us.

No one would have made up a religion like this!

Hebrews 5:7-10

The Greek could not imagine Heb 5:7 being applied to God.  This is blasphemy to them.   “Loud cries and tears”   “reverent submission.”  This is what a priest does.  A reference to Gethsemane. Jews:  God is holy, separate, omnipotent, righteous, distant, removed.
Greeks (stoics)   God cannot experience any feeling, or he is somehow superior to us

Look how humble Jesus is.

Heb 5:8  In what sense did Jesus “learn” through obedience?  He learned in the sense of experiencing the suffering which we faithful Christians  know comes with obedience.

He did not sin, but he experienced the things which humans experience because of their sin, and disobedience and for this reason and in this sense he was “numbered with the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12).

Aside:  Heb 5:9   Made perfect (telios)  means mature, completing the task.  Jesus’ suffering completed his preparation to be our High Priest.

Heb 5:10 briefly mentions Melchizedek, but goes into an aside and returns to him in 7:1.

Jesus is our High Priest, but he is a high priest according to the Priesthood of Melchizedek. (Psalm 110:4)

Jesus the antitype to Melchizedek   Heb 5:10  Hebrews 6:20   

Summary:  We are priests, but Jesus is our High Priest.

Pure, holy, undefiled  
In the true, heavenly tabernacle 24/7  Always making intercession for us.
Without defect. Without blemish. Without sin.
Clothed in majesty, with the people of God always close to his heart.
Very wise. Omniscient.
A great intercessor—a bridge
Speaks perfectly the language of God, but also of humans.
Able to sympathize with out—to understand us and to feel what we feel.
A priest forever—of the Order of Melchizedek, no less!
This is Jesus our Great High Priest!!!


