Numbers: Wandering in the Wilderness
Numbers: Grumbling and Complaining
Fun facts:
1. Why Numbers?  Because of the two censuses in Ch 1 and Ch26.
2. Another point of interest.  Ch 1-20:13 cover the first year of so after the Exodus.
Then the story skips forward nearly 40 years at 20:14 and the rest of the chapter covers the period immediately before the Jews crossed the Jordan to take the Promised Land.
It is about how the first generation totally messed up.
It is about the preparation to enter the Promised Land.
BTW 2. above explains 1. above (the two censuses)
Remember:  Egypt = Us when we were still enslaved to sin.
Leaving Egypt, passing through the Red Sea = being freed from sin/being saved.
Wandering in the Wilderness = the life of a disciple and learning to follow and obey God.
Entering the Promised Land = making it to heaven.
The stories of people falling in the desert, and of Moses sinning and falling short of Canaan has huge spiritual meaning for us.
Overall Theme: The stubbornness of Israel and God’s patience, mercy and faithfulness.
Theme verse: Numbers 23:19  God is not human, that he should lie, nor a human being that he should change his mind.  Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?
Sub-themes:
1.  God’s presence and providence with his people .
2. Stubbornness and rebellion among God’s people.
3. God’s judgment for stubbornness and rebellion, but also 
4. God’s continued mercy, patience and faithfulness despite our stubbornness and rebellion.
5. Leadership of God’s people
6. Preparation for the Promised Land.
Remember, in these scenes, figuratively, the people of Israel are us.  We are not doing well.
1 Cor 10:1-13    v. 6  These things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did.
v. 7-10 is pretty much a summary of Numbers.
v. 11-13  v. 12  So if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall.
Numbers  Ch 1-4  A census of Israel and of the Levites.  A summary of what God had done up to that time.   Genealogies in the OT are a summary of the story of God preparing to send the Messiah.
Numbers Ch 5-10 Various laws and dedication of the Tabernacle
Our story starts in Numbers 11    
Numbers 11:4-15  The rabble began to crave other food…
v. 4 the rabble   We are the rabble!!!
v. 5 It was so much better back in the world.  
Phil 2:14-16   Paul:  I am in prison and about to be killed, and you are grumbling and complaining!
The singing is not good enough.   The Bible talk was kind of off…    I am so tired of this job…   My professor sucks!    It is so hard!   I am tired all the time.
Fish, cucumbers melons… at no cost!!!  Right… Because you were a slave.
Have you ever been tempted to think that it was better back in the world?
It was so much easier.  v. 18  We were better off in Egypt. Temptation?  No problem!
A needy world?  No problem!
You can always go back…   Even right now.
Remember:  You have nothing back there but slavery and degradation!!!
Solution:  Keep your eyes fixed on the Promised Land.
v. 7  They had miracles every day, but it became for them ho-hum.
Prayer… Boring!    Fellowship… Annoying!  Commitment, attendance… A burden!
Advice to disciples:  Do not look back to Egypt.  You have nothing there!   Keep walking toward the Promised Land.  Fix your eyes on Jesus, the Pioneer and Perfector of your faith.
Numbers 11:10-15  Moses is feeling the burden.   The leadership theme.
Suggestion:  Do not make overseeing you a burden to your leaders.  Make it a joy.     Hebrews 13:17
Numbers 11:16-17  God finds leaders to share the burden for Moses.  I am hoping for the same here!  v. 24-25  Holy Spirit fell on them.  Moses must have felt a great sense of relief!!!
Who here in Merced will rise up to take the lead for to take this church to the next level and its members to the Promised Land?  Will it be you?
If you do, God will give you an extra measure of the Holy Spirit.
Numb 11:18-20  Our stubbornness and lack of faith will have consequences.
v. 20  Until it comes out your nostrils.
Do God a favor, and do not let this happen!
Numbers 11:21-23  Moses’ complaint.
v. 23  Is the Lord’s arm too short to save (in this case to provide enough meat for a month)
God to Moses:  Have you forgotten how I parted the Red Sea?  Have you forgotten how I appeared to you on Sinai?
Have you forgotten the miracles that God has already worked in your life—taking you out of your gross sins, bringing you out of Egypt?  If this happened to Moses.
Numb 11: 31-34  A LOT of quail.
v. 34  Message:  Do not crave other food than that which God provides!!!  Do not be like Adam and Eve, or like Israel in the Wilderness.
Numb 12  Miriam and Aaron oppose Moses. (skip)
Numb 12:3  Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth.  Wow.
What was Moses’ secret?  Humility!
Numb 13  Exploring the Land.
Numb 13:1-2 Choose 12  (skip the list)    Remember, this was the first year.  If they had been faithful, they would have entered right away (but I see God’s providence here, as we can learn so much…. 1 Cor 10)
Numb 13:16-25  v. 16 joke: People in the Bible with no earthly parents? Son of none.
Checking out the land.  Seeing the situation, if it is ripe for God to act.
We did a search of the land in Stockton last summer.  Jan, me and Rob S.
v. 22 Descendants of Anak were giants.  Descendants of the Nephilim?  Probably not.  
The land was ripe for harvest!!!
Numb 13:26-33 Their report.  We seem like grasshoppers. 
It is too hard.  Where will the money come from?  What about the leaders?  Will anyone be willing to join us?
I am too busy!   
v. 30   Caleb.  No, with God we can do it!
Q:  Do you believe that God can do great things in this world through you?
Are you a Caleb in this church?  Si se puede!  Is that your attitude?
Do you believe that you could go into the ministry?
Do you believe that the church will grow this year?  That other churches will be planted.
Do you believe that we can get 15 people to the Spring retreat?
Do you see “reality” or do you see God?
Do you believe that God is moving in front of you.  That you are walking into a golden opportunity?
If not for Jan and me, we would not be here.
Molly Mostert.    Travels to Nigeria, India, Thailand, Pakistan.   84 years old.     Kids threw her passport away.  What did she do?  She got another passport.
How are you? I haven't connected with you two for such a long time!
I know you are younger than (my 84th was CELEBRATED in Lagos this past July),

I'm still traveling, but I'm sure this is my last year. My children have been scheming to keep me at home. They took my passport while I was in the hospital with blood clots. So I got another one and made 2 trips since then- Nigeria in July,  then 2 weeks in my favorite, Pakistan and a month in Eastern Europe requested by the Wootens (Revive), then my request to visit some sisters in Odessa, Ukraine. 

I've had serious spine issues for a long time, but very severe now. Extremely hard to walk, lots of pain. It's collapsing. NEW BODY IN HEAVEN!

I'm amazed at the opportunities and miracles God has done. I don't have time to write out the details, so I'll give you the words that were totally from God. I was in Peshawar, Pakistan (my favorite destination- getting ready for my 7th). The local evangelists 94 year old father studied and said no). So I asked for translation.  I had never thought this way, so I know it was from God. I said "my friend, you are 94, I'm almost 82. Either one of us could drop dead any minutes. ARE YOU READY TO MEET GOD? He hesitated,  so I said please let Shakeel (lead evangelist for the country) review the requirements for salvation. They go in a room, close the door, come out 3 hours later. Shakeel says heat the water. We're having a baptism! He lived another 6 months. I see the wisdom in this approach for very old people, so I wanted to share it with you.

Numb 14:1-4   Who did the people listen to?    The nay-sayers…   Grumble, grumble, grumble…
v. 3 Wouldn’t it be better to have never even become a Chrisitan?  It was so much easier!
Q: Are you one of the grumblers?
Numb 14:5-24
v. 7 the land is good!   If God is with us, we certainly can do it.
Ps 18:29   With your help I can advance against a troop: with my God I can scale a wall.
Rob Skinner interview:  Did you ever doubt that it would work?  Jan and me: No!
v. 9 Do not rebel against God!  Not believing and giving in to fear is rebelling!   
v. 11  it is “treating [God] with contempt!”
v. 10  This sermon did not get a good reception from the congregation!
v. 12  Let me wipe them out and start over with you.
v. 13-16  Moses: But that will make you look bad!
v. 17-19  Here are our twin themes:  God’s mercy and, nevertheless, consequences for unbelief and lack of trust in how God will work.
v. 20-23  Consequences!!!  They will not enter!  Consider the symbolism!  
v. 24  Only Caleb and Joshua (v. 30).    Not even Moses?  We will see.
Numb 14:26-35  Consequences!
v. 32   Your bodies will fall in the desert.   V. 33 one year for each of the forty days of exploration.
Numb 11:36-38 Those who spread a faithless report died of plague!
Leaders who do not trust God’s providence are especially accountable.  But that is another lesson.
Numb 11:39-40  We changed our minds!  God:  too late.
Summary:
Do not grumble or complain.
Remember all the amazing things God has already done for you, and choose to believe that he will do more as well.
Appreciate God’s mercy for the times you fail in this area!!!
