Numbers II  Prefigures and Foreshadows
Overall Theme: The stubbornness of Israel and God’s patience, mercy and faithfulness.
Sub-themes:
1. Stubbornness and rebellion among God’s people.
2. God’s judgment for stubbornness and rebellion, but also… 
3. God’s continued mercy, patience and faithfulness despite our stubbornness and rebellion.
4. Leadership of God’s people
Numbers 11:4-15  The rabble began to crave other food…  We are the rabble.
v. 18  We were better off in Egypt.
Advice to disciples:  Do not look back to Egypt.  You have nothing back there!   Keep walking toward the Promised Land.  Fix your eyes on Jesus, the Pioneer and Perfector of your faith.  And continue appreciating those small miracles (like the manna) from God.
Numb 11:18-34  Our stubbornness and lack of faith will have consequences.
Numb 11: 31-34  A LOT of quail.  Up to our nostrils.
Numb 13&14  Exploring the Land. 
Numb 13:16-25  12 scouts sent to explore the land in preparation for taking it.  The land was ripe for harvest!!!  Flowing with milk and honey.
Numb 13:26-33 Two reports.  They are giants. We seem like grasshoppers. 
It is too hard.  Where will the money come from?  What about the leaders?  Will anyone be willing to join us?  We are too busy!
v. 30   Caleb.  No, with God we can do it!
Q:  Do you believe that God can do great things in this world through you?
Are you a Caleb in this church?  
Numb 14:1-4   Who did the people listen to?    The nay-sayers…   Grumble, grumble, grumble…  If only we had died in Egypt!
v. 3 Wouldn’t it be better to have never even become a Chrisitan?  It was so much easier!
Numb 14:5-24
v. 7 Joshua and Caleb:  the land is good!   If God with us, we surely can do it.
v. 9  Not believing. Not trusting in God’s providence,  giving in to fear is rebelling!   
v. 11  it is “treating [God] with contempt!”
v. 10  This sermon did not get a good reception from the congregation!  Let’s stone Moses, Caleb and Joshua for being so faithful and dragging us into this project.
v. 12  Let me wipe them out and start over with you.
v. 13-16  Moses: But that will make you look bad to the nations!
v. 17-19  Moses speaks:  Here are our twin themes:  God’s mercy and, nevertheless, consequences for unbelief and lack of trust in how God will work.
v. 20-23  Consequences!!!  They will not enter!  Consider the symbolism!  They will be lost.  Though they have been saved, they will not be saved.
Remember, salvation is already but not yet.
v. 24  Only Caleb and Joshua (v. 30).    Not even Moses?  We will see.
Numb 14:26-35  Consequences!
v. 32   Your bodies will fall in the desert.   V. 33-34 Your children will make it, but not for one year for each of the forty days of exploration.
Numb 14:36-38 Those who spread a faithless report died of plague!
Leaders who do not trust God’s providence are especially accountable.  But that is another lesson.
Numb 14:39-40  We changed our minds!  God:  too late.
Numbers 16 Korah’s rebellion against Moses’ leadership.  The earth opened up and swallowed Korah, Dathan and Abiram and their families.
Numbers 19  The Red Heifer Sacrifice, with all of its fascinating parallels with the life, ministry and sacrificial death of Jesus.
Numbers 19:1-6
A sacrifice of cleansing for those who have experienced the most defiling event possible—the touching of a corpse.  
Two things about the Red Heifer Sacrifice:
1. The symbolism is connected to sin, because those who sin are spiritually dead.  Jesus said “Let the (spiritually) dead bury the (physically) dead. In Luke 9:60
2. The Red Heifer sacrifice is a wonderful and inspiring foreshadow of Christ, who is the means by which we are cleansed and by which we overcome death.
v. 2 a very rare red heifer.  Jesus the “one and only Son of God” (Jn 1:14, 18) 
The Mishnah Parah records than only 9 were sacrificed before the time of Christ, and none since.
v. 2 a red heifer.  Red symbolizing blood.
v. 2 without blemish.   Jesus without sin.	Jewish tradition: Even if there were two black or white hairs, the heifer was disqualified.(Parah 2:5)
v. 2 never yoked.    Jesus a voluntary sacrifice
v. 3 outside the camp   Jesus was killed outside the city—at Golgotha.
v. 5 the entire heifer—hide, flesh, blood, innards.  The only sacrifice which was burned entire!
v. 6  blood, wood, hyssop and scarlet wool.  Jesus blood on a wooden cross for our cleansing.  Ps 51:7 David: Cleanse me with hyssop and I will be clean. Wash me and I will be whiter than snow.
Numb 19:9-10  This sacrifice of cleansing is for Jew AND Gentile! (the only one of this sort)
Numb 19:17-19   Mix ashes from the sacrifice, water and hyssop.  On the third and seventh day sprinkle the individuals who touched a dead body, as well as the furnishings and anything which came in touch with the dead body with this mixture for cleansing.     Hyssop is an oily herb.  Oil of hyssop contains thymol, which, being a phenol is an  antibacterial.  This formula made a powerful antibacterial soap!
Imagine how many physical lives were saved by this process.
Famously, Ignaz Semmelweis, working in a hospital in Vienna, instructed doctors to carefully clean their hands every time they touch a dead body.
The death rate in his women’s hospital from purpural fever was 18%.  As a result, it dropped to 0.5%.
Consider these two aspects:  Literally every single aspect of this sacrifice has an exact parallel to the sacrificial death of Jesus.    And     It just so happens that the sacrifice itself saved the lives of those who had touched dead bodies.  Cool!
Numbers 20:2-13  Water from the rock.   
v. 3 they quarreled with Moses (whose fault it was not).
v. 5 Why did you bring us out of Egypt?  v. 4 better if we had died!
Becoming a Christian really messed up my life!
It is amazing how quickly we forget why we committed to Christ and what He has saved us from!!!!
Had they forgotten the Red Sea parted?  Apparently!  Had they forgotten the Passover?  Yes, they had.
v. 5 No water.  God had already given them water at Massah.
v. 10  They are called rebels A great lesson about obedience and pride.  (remember Numbers 12:3)
v. 8 Speak to the rock.
v. 10 “Listen you rebels.”  I sense some frustration and anger.  Moses struck the rock (which had worked previously at Masah. Ex 17)
This seems like a relatively small disobedience.
v. 12  You did not trust that a mere voice would be sufficient.  The result:  Moses never entered the Promised Land.
Moses did not listen carefully.  Moses trusted in his own methodology when God had said differently.   Very strong implications here.
Numbers 20:13 is the point at which the book fast forwards 40 years.
Numbers 21:4-9  The bronze snake    Some similarity with Numbers 11, but a different episode.   In fact, it is happening approx.. 40 years later.
As in Numbers 11, this second generation “detests this miserable food.”  They are calling manna “miserable food.”  They have found Christianity distasteful.
They, too, have stopped appreciating their salvation and the wonderful miracles God was working in their lives.
Consequences:  v. 6   Venomous snakes.  This is a prefigure of the saving work of Christ.
How many snake bites are required for death?  1!
Here, the snake bite is symbolic of the effects of sin.
People start dying…  v. 7 We sinned.  No kidding!  Now they turn to Moses.
Solution:  Make a bronze snake and lift it up on a wooden pole…
Anyone who looked at the snake lived.  John 3:14     
But how can a snake be Jesus?   2 Cor 5:21  Jesus “became sin” for us on the wooden pole.
The entire gospel message is contained in this little story in the Wilderness.  God can use even our sin to his purposes.   Cool!
So…
Trust God’s providence—do not treat God with contempt.
Celebrate the cleansing sacrifice of Jesus, as prefigured in the Red Heifer.
Don’t quarrel with God’s leader and do obey God in the smallest detail.
Don’t grumble against God
Look to Jesus on the cross for salvation.

