CHURCH HISTORY

Notes WCSM
Why Study Church History?

I.  Learn the Mistakes of History → Avoid them?  “Those who do not learn from history are doomed to repeat it.”
Commonly attributed to George Santayana (1863-1952), essayist, poet, philosopher and novelist.
All the mistakes we have made as a movement were made within the Restoration Movement.  Why not learn from the likes of Daniel Sommer and David Lipscomb, for example.  
II.  Discover our own roots (Restoration Movement, Campus Ministry, ICOC)    Contrary to what you have been told, our “movement” did not start in the Gempel’s living room.       What we are is more the result of the Restoration movement than we are aware.  We should know our spiritual pedigree/roots.     

Why do we do what we do?

We think what we do is because it is biblical.   Sometimes this is true, but sometimes it is because of our background.

From p. 81 “The Stone Campbell Movement.”    Christian Connection, James O’Kelly, 1795
The principles of the “Christian Church”:

1. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Head of the Church.

2. The name Christian to the exclusion of all party and sectarian names.

3. The Holy Bible our only creed, and a sufficient rule of faith and practice.

4. Christian character the only test of church fellowship and membership.

5. The right of private judgment and the liberty of conscience the privilege and duty of all.

6. The union of all followers of Christ to the end that the world may believe.
III.  Avoid swinging the pendulum  John 4:24   Worship in Spirit and Truth 1Tim 4:16  Watch your life and your doctrine      
Grace  ↔ Legalism                                                                        

Doctrine ↔ Zeal, Emotion, Heart                                               

Historically, Christians do what we do as a reaction to some sort of perceived problem.   Might we be tempted to do the same today?
IV. It gives us a great opportunity to do something we do not normally do much of, which is think theologically.                           

This class is about how to do church.

Aside:  Is Pagan Christianity (Bercot) right?   Is everything done in the 1st century binding on us, even if we know that the apostles advised them to do it?

David Bercot “Will the Real Heretics Please Stand Up”    Viola and Barna “Pagan Christianity”     
Bercot and Varna:    Anything said or done by an apostle or by the church as a whole in the first century is binding/authoritative on us.

Stance on participation in public entertainment.

Worship in house churches/spontaneous worship.

Pacifism,     Use of musical instruments,      Paid preachers

Is they right?  No!    Incorrect assumption.     Perhaps the instruction to the church was an expedient for the situation.   Perhaps the stand was a reflection of the culture or the times.    

Which apostolic teachings are binding on us?

My conclusion:  The only reliable authority we have for such things is the Bible.  I assume, by faith, that if God wanted a practice of the early church to be binding he would have seen to its inclusion in our inspired text.


Is worship in house churches binding?     Must the church take a pacifist stance?   Is it sinful to use instruments in worship?
Early Church History
The book of Acts is church history!
The Roman Empire was an amalgam of an ancient polytheism, local gods, Greek philosophies (Pytharorean, Epicurean, Stoic, Neoplatonist), Gnosticism, Greek, Egyptian and Persian Mystery religions and Persian dualist religions.

Logically, it makes absolutely no sense that a Jewish movement, led mostly by poor, uneducated people, from a relatively insignificant province in the Roman empire, with a world view diametrically opposed to that of the Roman/Greek world, following a leader who was executed at a young age—one who never wrote anything and who never left a 100 mile radius of his place of birth, who did not even speak Greek could do what none of the barbarians could do—conquer Rome.

Acts 1:8    A scary vision.

Yet, that is what they did.

1. Early on it was the incomparable zeal and personal conviction of those who had

    personally known Jesus of Nazareth and those directly influenced by these witnesses.

This was a Jesus movement.   What do we learn from that? 

2. Add to this the powerful truth-claims related to fulfilled prophecies, miracles and the 

    resurrection.

The movement was based on truth-claims which were supported by evidence and which made sense.  What do we learn from that?

As the immediacy of the events faded and as these influences naturally were reduced somewhat as well, why did the church continue its exponential growth?   These two alone were not enough for Christianity to conquer the Pagan religions and Greek philosophy.

3. Because of the obvious and inescapable moral/ethical superiority of the adherents to

    this growing Christian movement.

4. Because, after Origen, Christian theology was seen as intellectually on par with the 

    Stoicism and neo-Platonism if its day, but with much to offer to the common person 

    that these did not offer.

Christianity answered the answers that thinking people ask far better than any other world view out there.

5. Having been established as a movement with intellectual credentials, the church 

    offered meaning, purpose and dignity for both poor and rich, for both the intellectual 

    and the uneducated.  Perhaps most significantly of all, it offered the same meaning and 

    purpose and nearly the same dignity for both male and female—something that the 

    mystery religions and the “true philosophy” absolutely did not offer.  Many of the 

    influential church members in the first three centuries were female and this is no 

    accident.

6. Because it is the truth and God was behind this movement.

I.  Early on it was the incomparable zeal and personal conviction of those who had     personally known Jesus of Nazareth and those directly influenced by these witnesses.

This was a Jesus movement.  
You cannot explain the explosive growth of the Christian movement without noting the effect of the person Jesus.

Acts 4:12-13     Fear  to   Fearlessness

 “They took note that these men had been with Jesus.”
Why did Paul “become all things to all men.”   Why did Paul make himself a slave of all so that he might win as many as possible?

Simple:   He met Jesus on the road to Damascus.   Acts 9:1-16.
The early Christians could not be intimidated. You kick them out of Jerusalem, they spread the word everywhere.

Christians flocked to persecuted cities.
For us:  We need a personal encounter with Jesus of Nazareth.

We need to be a Jesus church.

II.  Powerful truth-claims related to fulfilled prophecies, miracles and the resurrection.    
You cannot explain the growth of the Jesus movement without the fact of the resurrection.

Acts 2:22-24      Gospel sermon:  
Jesus fulfilled the messianic prophecies    He is Messiah 

Jesus worked signs, wonders and miracles    He is Lord

Jesus was raised from the dead    Repent and be baptized

Acts 5:29-32    Again, it is the resurrection.  “We are witnesses of these things.”

Acts 26:24-32    Paul:  You know it is true!   It is true and reasonable.
III.  The Church had ethical and moral superiority compared to the world.  The church had a radical lifestyle.    They were not weird.  They “went surfing and hung out in coffee shops”, but they were unmistakably different.

Acts 17:5-9   These men who have turned the world upside down.

Acts 19:17-20 people burned their sorcery scrolls 

When the Christians came into town, the place was never the same again.
Our constitution is Matthew 5-7

Our bill of rights in 1 Cor 9
People will realize that if they become like us, the world will be very different.  Amen.   

 “To them, every foreign country is like a Fatherland and every fatherland is like a foreign country..”

“Their peculiarity is not their strange clothes or lack of use of technology; their strangeness is their embrace of an ethic the world considers nonsense.

The Christians were what the Greek philosophers thought only a tiny fraction of the highly educated elite could ever be.  They lived like true philosophers.

the Stoics and Epicureans philosophers felt that an honorable and ethical life was attainable only for the educated few, not for the uneducated masses.  The church proved this expectation to be wrong.  
The Roman philosopher/physician Galen pointed out this striking feature of the Christian church.  He said that their teaching of “rewards and punishments in a future life” let do a lifestyle “not inferior to that of genuine philosophers.”  To Galen, this fact was especially notable in the disciples’ “restraint in cohabitation,” “self-control in matters of food and drink,” “keen pursuit of [social] justice” and “contempt of death.”  
What a great testimony the lives of these early Christians provided!  
As early as the second century, Ignatius had to admonish the churches against using too much of church funds to purchase the freedom of slaves.

These folks had a vision which was so intense it was downright frightening.
IV  The Church won the intellectual battle at the schools of learning.
Acts 17:16-34

Paul confronted the Stoics and Epicureans of his day.

v. 17  he reasoned in the Synagogue in the market and with the Greek philosophers

He found common ground. “I see that you are extremely religious in every respect.” v. 22

v. 18  He confronted Epicurean and Stoic philosophy of his day

v. 22f  Paul expounded on Christian theology.

God is Creator. (v. 24, 28) He exists outside of Creation.  (disproves pantheism and Stoicism)

God is close by.  (v. 27 he is not far from us) (disproves deism and Epicureanism)

God is personal and has given us a purpose. (v. 27)

God will bring everything into judgment. Evil will be defeated (disproves dualism) v. 30,31

Paul quotes from Aretas, a Stoic Philosopher.   “For we are his offspring.”

Finally, ¾ of the way through his treatise, he introduces Jesus.

He had to confront their idea of God before Jesus could make any sense to them.
V.  The church gave compassion to the outcast, the poor, the disenfranchised, to women, the disabled and more. 

A good example of incomparable Christian behavior and its effects on pagans is provided by the events surrounding the great plague which struck Egypt in the 250s.  Eusebius  “most of our brethren, by their exceeding great love and brotherly affection, not sparing themselves, and adhering to one another, were constantly superintending the sick, ministering to their wants without fear and without cessation, and healing them in Christ, have departed most sweetly with them.”  He reports that elders and deacons joined in the work; many sacrificing their lives in order to care for the sick, both among the Christians and the pagans.  They risked their lives to give a decent burial to all alike.  “Among the heathen it was the direct reverse.  They both repelled those who began to be sick, and avoided their dearest friends.  They would cast them out into the roads half dead, or throw them when dead without burial.”  Although many Christians died in this manner, in the long run the church in Alexandria actually grew faster than before, both because the disciples had a greater survival rate because of the care received and because of the wonderful example of the Christian lifestyle to the heathen.  

Julian “the apostate.”   (332-363) Reviving pagan religion

“Atheism (i.e. Christian faith) has been specially advanced through the loving service rendered to strangers, and through their care for the burial of the dead. It is a scandal that there is not a single Jew who is a beggar, and that the godless Galileans care not only for their own poor but for ours as well; while those who belong to us look in vain for the help that we should render them.”

Primitive Christianity post-Acts

Overview:   Two ways biblical Christianity is lost.

1. Growth of splinter, heretical groups

2. Gradual drift of “true church” for “good , sincere” reasons
Early schisms/false doctrines.

1.  Judaizers  (Galatians)   legalism.  Righteousness through law keeping.   Paul:   Let them be eternally condemned.   Gal 1:8
Ignatius:

Do not be led astray by wrong views or by outmoded tales that count for nothing.  For if we still go on observing Judaism, we admit we never received grace….  It is monstrous to talk of Jesus Christ and to live like a Jew.  (Letter to the Magnesians 8:1, 10:3)
2. Ebionites  (literally the poor ones)   Descended from Jewish Christians.  Fled to Pella when Jerusalem was destroyed (Eusebius)   Eusebius:  “They considered him a plain and common man and justified only by his advances in virtue.”    Denied the virgin birth.    Used OT,  a Hebrew version of Matthew called “The Gospel of the Hebrews.”
3.  Gnosticism.     Jesus an emanation, only a spiritual body. (docetism)  Not really crucified.   1 John 1:1    1 Jn 2:22  The antichrist.
Emphasis on hidden, deep knowledge.   Like a pseudo-Christian mystery religion.
Irenaeus and others:    Simon Magus was the first Gnostic.

Cerinthus:   God did not create the physical world.   Jesus came into the body of the person we call Jesus at his baptism and left before the crucifixion.
A related story is one which has been passed to us about the Apostle John.  Irenaeus tells us
 and Eusebius agrees
 that Polycarp, who learned at the feet of John, often told the story he had heard from the Apostle.  Perhaps we should take this story with a grain of salt, but it certainly tells us about the attitude of the primitive church toward certain heresies.  Polycarp related that one day John was in a public bath house when he learned that the heretic Cerinthus was there as well (more on Cerinthus and his teaching below).  John went running out of the building shouting "Let us flee, lest the building fall down; for Cerinthus, the enemy of the truth, is inside!"  

Second Century:

4.  Docetism.   appearance, dokesis.   Jesus only appeared to have been a physical person.   He only appeared to have been crucified.

5.  Montanists.   Montanus Montanus and two prophetesses Maximilla and Prisca (Priscilla) around 150.   Asceticism.  AD 150  No sex, can’t be married.  Christ about to come back.  Speaking in tongues, religious excitement.
         Led to ascetic groups, especially in Egypt and North Africa.   Tertullian joined this group.   The equivalent of charismatic movement today?   Believed in modern-day revelation.
6.  Novatianists      Novatian.  AD 250   Northern Africa.  Taught that those who had compromised during persecution  of Decius must be kicked out of  the church.    



Q:  Should those whose “discipleship” is questionable be kicked out of the church?

Novatianism is a cousin of the later Donatist movement.  Both were rigorist (legalist?) movements trying to break with Rome over its lax (Christian?) attitude toward those who had compromised with Rome.

7.  Arianism.  Arius.  AD 300  Jesus not God.  Jesus the first creation of God.  “There was a time when he was not.”  Constantine supported this idea.  Council of Nicea to oppose this.  Jeh. Witness are modern Arians.    Almost succeeded in becoming the dominant form of Christianity.
8. Nestorianism. AD 350  Over-emphasized the humanity of Jesus.  Created almost two different Jesus’s.  Became the Church of the East.
9. Monophysitism. AD 400 God has only one nature, which is the divine.  Deny humanity of Jesus.  Became the Coptic Church.
II.   Early drift from apostolic church:
(Note:  the emphasis below is mostly negative, but we should remember that in the 2nd and 3rd century many great things happened. They were radically committed to a Christian life style and morality. They were very different from the Roman/Greek world.   In the second and especially in the 3rd century they endured persecutions which we can only marvel at. And the church grew by leaps and bounds.
Note: Most or all of these drifts started out as a reasonable and perhaps even a good response to pressures from the heretical groups listed above.
In all the theological debates, the Orthodox Church was right, yet look what happened.

Orthodoxy vs Orthopraxy

Heterodoxy vs Heteropraxy

The church developed a well-defined theology largely as a response to pressure from these groups.

I. Authority.   Is the Bible the sole authority for theology, doctrine and practice?

Irenaeus:    Defended Christian teaching, not necessarily on the grounds of scriptural authority, but on apostolic tradition, the rule of faith and apostolic succession.

This was his antidote to Gnosticism.  He could not end all arguments with Valentinus using scripture, but as to apostolic faith, he won, hands down.

We appeal again to that tradition which has come down from the apostles and is guarded by the successions of the elders in the churches.

going perhaps still farther in assigning authority to tradition, he says;

Even if the apostles had not left their Writings to us, ought we not to follow the rule of the tradition which they handed down to those to whom they committed the churches?

Irenaeus finds authority seated not only in the canonical writings, he finds truth and even salvation in “the Church.”  Let us see how he has adapted what Jesus said in John 10:7-8;

We should not seek from others for the truth which can easily be received from the Church...  She [ie. the church] is the entrance to life; all others are thieves and robbers.

II. Leadership/organization of the Church
1.  evangelists  AD 30-60
2. evangelists and elders   after AD 60 
3.  elders and head bishop    AD 110   (Ignatius of Antioch  AD 110  Do nothing without the bishop!   
Flee from schism as the source of mischief.  You should all follow the bishop as Jesus Christ did the Father.  Follow, too, the presbytery as you would the apostles; and respect the deacons as you would God’s law.  Nobody must do anything that has to do with the church without the bishop’s approval…  Without the bishop’s supervision, no baptism or love feasts are permitted. (Letter to the Smyrnians 8)

Let the bishop preside in the place of God and his clergy (the presbyters/priests) in the place of the Apostolic conclave, and let my special friends the deacons be entrusted with the service of Jesus Christ. (Letter to the Magnesians 6)
4.  bishops and archbishops, regional spheres of influence   Ephesus, Antioch, Alexandria,     Jerusalem, Rome. 

AD 200 began to trace bishop of Rome, etc back to apostles.  Authority issue.

 AD  250  Metropolitans

 AD  350  Roman bishops begin to claim universal authority.  Generally ignored.

AD 380  three high metropolitans:  Alexandria, Constanople, Rome  (became Coptic, Orthodox and Roman Catholic church)

AD 450  Pope Leo I  claims unrivaled authority over Western church

III.  Teaching on conversion. 
Catachumens had to wait for up to six months to be baptized to prove they were sincere.   By about AD 150-200
(  Fasting required

( anointing with oil

( delayed baptism   up to six months.  In some cases 3 years!
( three immersions    Baptisms in Lent only

Baptism only valid of by a Bishop, priest of deacon.     
Those who were baptized recited a creed     Didache a discourse for those to be baptized.

Those baptized were subsequently christened with oil.  It was taught that this was when the convert received the Holy Spirit.

Q: relevant to us? 
Why?    1.  Want to be “safe” with regard to conversion.        Began to see baptism as a sacrament.   Ascribed power to the action itself and began to divorce faith from practice.
The Epistle of Barnabus, c. 70-100 A.D.
Blessed are they who, placing their trust in the cross, have gone down into the water…We indeed descend into the water full of sins and defilement. However, we come up, bearing fruit in our heart, having the fear [of God] and the trust in Jesus in our spirit. Barnabas (c. 70-130, E), 1.144
Before a man bears the name of the Son of God, he is dead. But when he receives the seal, he lays aside his deadness and obtains life. The seal, then, is the water. They descend into the water dead, and they arise alive. Shepherd of Hermas

Now, the teaching is laid down that "without baptism, salvation is attainable by no one." This is based primarily on the ground of that declaration of the Lord, who says, "Unless one is born of water he has not life." However, when this is laid down, there immediately arise scrupulous (or rather, audacious) doubts on the part of some. Tertullian
Later:    390 A. D.   “Baptize your infants”   

A Catholic publication:

“Valid reception (of baptism) does not require faith….Therefore an unbeliever who so desires may be validly baptized even though he has no faith.

Another Catholic source:  “Baptize any person found unconscious and in a dying condition”

By 400 A. D. baptism of infants and of the unrepentant was common. 
1000-1100 A. D.  Churches filled in or destroyed  their baptisteries.
Salvation based on sacrament rather than faith.
IV.  Asceticism/Monasticism.  
Righteousness through radical self-denial. Extreme fasting, withdrawal from human activity, voluntary refusing marriage etc.   
    (1 Timothy 4:1-4  Colossians 2:20-23, the main point)    Montanists, Tertullian. By AD 200
This movement gained its power largely because of perceived (and real!!) worldliness in the church.  They felt righteousness could not be gained within the fellowship. 

Monk:  a solitary man

Anchorite:  one who withdraws

Hermit   deserted region

Anthony  AD 251-356 Coptic Egypt.  Hermit, prayer fasting and meditation.
Communal  Pachomius (292-346), Basil of Caesarea (330-379)  Monastic rules for Eastern monasteries

Benedict of Nursia (480-540)  Benedictines poverty, chastity, obedience  (divine praise, divine reading and physical labor)   Monte Cassino in Italy

Also, many nuns at this time.
In the East, monks competed to perform ever-more radical feats of asceticism, such as staying on top of a column for months at a time.
To some extent a kind of yearning for the life in the church under persecution.
V.   Creeds.   
By AD 100 those being baptized say a more or less fixed creed. (Didache)
The old Roman creed (AD 150)

I believe in God, the Father Almighty;

And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord,

And in the Holy Spirit, the holy church and the resurrection of the flesh
325 Nicene creed.  
Church councils  Nicea against Arianism  (Jesus created by God)    
1 Cor 4:6   Do not go beyond what is written.

Most denominations have creeds.   The CoC is a non-creedal church.  

Q: Do we have creeds?  Should we have creeds?
VI.    Sacerdotalism.  Priesthood.  
Clergy/laity  separate standards of commitment.  1 Pet 2:9  a royal priesthood.   1 Tim 2:5 one mediator
The idea of priests is having someone to intercede between us and God.
In 2nd and especially 3rd century, worship became gradually non-participative.    Lord’s Supper took on tones of being a “sacrifice” rather than a remembrance.
Priests/Bishops offered a sacrifice.    This came more from Paganism than from Judaism.

Post AD 325 this trend gained much momentum because so many unconverted pagans entered the church.

By AD 250 only bishops could perform baptisms

Only elders (bishops) and priests (presbuteros) could perform the Lord’s Supper.  

AD 500  most bishops and priests celibate (but not universal until after AD 1000)

The ultimate:  Pope “papa” (father)
Pope Leo I 440-461   Sometimes called “the first pope”

Claimed   
1. Authority over church councils

2. Authority over emperors

3. Successor of Peter  “Vicar of Peter.”  “Primate of all bishops”

Leo:  “It is true that all bishops taken singly preside each with his proper solicitude over his own flock, and know that they will have to give account for the sheep committed to the.  To us (ie the bishop of Rome and his successors) however, is committed the common care of all; and no single bishop’s administration is other than a part of our task.”

Leo:  (at Chalcedon)  “He is speaking whose representative we are.”   (we referring to the royal we)
Claimed the title pontifex maximus    the pagan title

VII.  Sacramentalism.   Liturgy, etc.

Easter was observed by the early 2nd century.  It was NOT a borrowed Pagan holiday. (although there is some evidence the name Easter is Pagan)
Churches split/argued over the date of celebration:   Irenaeus had to intervene to avoid a split between East and West.

Christmas celebrated in Rome by AD 350.  A celebration of the “epiphany” of Jesus to compete with the Saturnalia.

Christmas as birthday of Jesus in the East by about AD 400   Epiphany separate from Christmas.

“Liturgy”  increasingly standardized.  Church calendar set up.

Veneration of saints,   
By end of 2nd century the word “saint” was applied only to the martyrs.

Contrary to common belief, worship in catacombs was NOT to avoid persecution but to honor the “saints.”    Tertullian vigorously opposed this practice for good reason!
By AD 500 seven “sacraments” are observed, which are 1. baptism 2. Confirmation/anointing with oil 3. ordination of priests, 4. Eucharist 5. Penance/Confession 6. Healing/Holy Water  7. final rites/extreme unction.

Ex opere operato.  (literally: from the work done).  

AD 860 images of saints (icons) “worshipped with the same honor as the books of the gospels” 
As practiced, Christianity evolved from salvation based on faith of the individual in the grace of God through the blood of Jesus to the idea of salvation based on participation in Christian sacrament within the confines of the established church. The word sacrament derives from the Latin sacramentum, which meant oath.  In its present usage by the Orthodox and Roman churches, a sacrament is the application of a material substance (holy water, wine, bread, oil) or an outward ceremony as a channel for an inner spiritual grace. The sacrament functioned ex opere operato (from the work done).  In other words, the action itself, under the auspices of “the church,” was the means of receiving the grace of God, apart from the faith or the righteousness of the one giving or the one receiving the sacrament.  The sacrament was a ritual performed by an ordained bishop or priest.  
Summary:   church history tells us to avoid

      1.   convenient but unscriptural or unwise organizational structure.

2.   formalism/ritualism in our worship.

3.   overreaction to false doctrines

4.   creeds

5.   overemphasis on physical “sacrifice”, prayer, any sort of otherwise good spiritual activity.
6.  reliance on a professional “clergy” which is separate from the “laity.”
Justin “Martyr”

Wore philosopher’s robe.

Socrates a “Christian before Christ.”

First systematic apologist of Christianity.

Used messianic prophecies as evidence.

We who took most pleasure in the means of increasing our wealth and property now bring what we have into a common fund and share with everyone in need; we who hated and killed one another and would not associate with men of different tribes because of their customs, now after the manifestation of Christ live together and pray for our enemies…

Irenaeus of Lyon.    A Greek, even though he lived in a very Roman city.

“He became what we are so that we might become what he is.”   

Wrote “Against Heresies”

Published a canon of the scripture with 27 books (but with some discussion still about Revelation, 2 Peter, 2,3 John, Hebrews)

Began to use Christian tradition, called “the rule of faith” above the Bible for defeating heresies, especially Gnosticism.    BTW, it worked!!!!

Having received this preaching and this faith… the Church… carefully preserves it, as if living in one house.  She believes these things [everywhere] alike, as if she had but one heart and one soul, and preaches them harmoniously, teaches them, and hands them down, as if she had but one mouth.  For the languages of the world are different, but the meaning of the tradition is one and the same.

and

We appeal again to that tradition which has come down from the apostles and is guarded by the successions of the elders in the churches.

going perhaps still farther in assigning authority to tradition, he says;

Even if the apostles had not left their Writings to us, ought we not to follow the rule of the tradition which they handed down to those to whom they committed the churches?

Emphasized salvation found in the Church at least as much as in Jesus.

Listed Roman bishops, beginning with Peter, to give great authority to Roman bishops/church.

Important Church “Fathers” in the third century.

	Church Father
	Approximate Dates
	Location
	Chief Importance

	Tertullian
	157-220
	Carthage
	First Latin Father, first to use the word trinity

	Clement of Alexandria
	152- 215
	Alexandria
	“Plundered the Egyptians” by justifying Greek and Christian philosophy

	Origen
	185-254
	Alexandria. Caesarea
	Apologist.  Wrote Against Celsus. Most influential theologian in East before Nicaea

	Cyprian
	200-258
	Carthage
	Church organization

	
	
	
	


Tertullian of Carthage

First important Western Church Father.  First truly Latin father.  Symbol of everything Western in Christianity.  

West emphasized law, hierarchy, justification, doctrine.   

West emphasized the crucifixion as the basis of our salvation.

East emphasizes, theology, esoteric nature, experience, deification.

East emphasized the incarnation as the basis of our salvation.

His most famous quote:  “What does Athens have to do with Jerusalem.”  

A strong advocate of pacifism (as was Origen and all others who mention the topic)

A hyper-conservative?    May have become a Montanist later in his life.

All excitement that invokes violent excitement is forbidden to us.  Therefore, we are barred from every kind of spectacle—especially the circus.  For violent emotions preside over the circus, as though they were at home there.  See the masses thronging to the circus, their violent emotions already aroused!  They are already riotous, already blind with hysteria, already agitated about their bets!  The master of the races is to slow for them.  Their eyes are already rolling, as though they were among the lots in the master’s urn.  Everyone hangs on the edge of his seat, waiting for the signal.  There is the united shout of a common madness.

In Against Praxeas he uses the word trinity for the first time.

Tertullian held to the idea of one substance in three related persons
 (tres personae, una substantia).  The Greek translation for his Latin statement here is tres hypostases, homoousios.
The three persons of the godhead are different “not in condition, but in degree; not in substance, but in form; not in power but in aspect.”
   

Tertullian wrote On Penance. Here Tertullian describes long, drawn-out humiliating public procedures required of a person who commits what later became defined as “mortal” sins (adultery, idolatry, murder, apostasy, fraud).  He calls baptism and penance two “planks" on which the sinner may be saved from shipwreck.  He taught that this penance provided forgiveness of sins committed after baptism.  Public penance was allowed only once by Tertullian and his contemporaries.  The duration of the acts of contrition was up to the bishop and in some cases it was until death.  

The Latin word is paenitentia. Pennance  vs   Repentance (metanoia)
Origen (185-254)
Head of the Catachetical School in Alexandria.

Sought martyrdom in the persecution of Septimus Severus (203), but his mother would not let him leave the house.

Castrated himself as a mark of his dedication and ascetic tendency.

Stressed allegorical interpretation of the Bible—especially the Old Testament.  (as opposed to the historical/critical method in Antioch)

He sought to determine the “spiritual” meaning behind the literal text of the Old Testament, which allowed him to justify much of Greek philosophical thinking with the Bible.  His division of the biblical meaning between the historical/literal/material and the pneumatic/spiritual/allegorical meaning corresponds to the neo-Platonist view of the division of the world between the lower physical reality and the higher spiritual reality.

Wrote Against Celsus   which helped the Christian church take the intellectual high ground in the Greek world.  Pagan philosophers began to lose to Christian teachers.
Believed in the pre-existence of the soul.

Believed in universalism?
Cyprian of Carthage (200-258)
A late convert. A former important government official.

Roman/Western.  Many Catholic tendencies find their roots in Cyprian.

On the Unity of the Church.
Salvation only found within the church.  Led to sacramentalism.

But it is manifest where and by whom remission of sins can be given; to wit, that which is given in baptism.  For first of all the Lord gave that power to Peter, upon whom He built the Church, and whence He appointed and showed the source of unity—the power, namely, that whatsoever he loosed on earth should be loosed in heaven.  And after the resurrection, also, He speaks to the apostles, saying, “As the Father hath sent me, even so I send you.”  Who when He has said this, He breathed on them, and saith unto them, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained.” Whence we perceive that only they who are set over the Church and established in the Gospel law, and in the ordinance of the Lord, are allowed to baptize and to give remission of sins; but that without, nothing can either be bound or loosed, where there is none who can either bind or loose anything.

Advised baptism of infants.

Taught an early version of Original Sin to justify this false doctrine.

The Lord’s Supper is a sacrifice.  Occurs on an altar.

Highlights or church history in 3rd and 4th centuries.
Horrendous persecutions:

1. Decius 249-251 and Valerian (253-260)  Completely outlawed Christianity.  Sought to destroy the church.  (a political rival?)  Bishops arrested and executed if they did not recant.  He ordered all Roman citizens to burn incense, pour out an offering to the god of the Romans, and eat meat sacrificed to an idol.  Those who did were given a certificate testifying to their compliance.  Those who refused were subject to dismissal from their jobs, arrest, exile and execution.  (See Novatianism)

Cyprian (Carthage) and Sixtus (Rome) and many other bishops were executed.
Many (most?) of those put to the question compromised.  The church had become relatively soft.

But…  the church grew and was strengthened.

Tertullian said, “The more we are cut down by you, the more in number we grow; the blood of the martyrs is seed.”
  
This is when the Novatianism developed. They refused fellowship to the lapsi.  The first actual separate church in history.

2. Diocletion (303-304) Galerian (305-311), Licinius.   Scriptures burned.  Church buildings destroyed with worshippers inside, bishops arrested and executed.  As bad or worse that under Decius.  Went after members, not just leaders.  
The reaction to this persecution created the group known as the Donatists, especially in North Africa.  

They held that anyone who apostasized/who offered sacrifice to Rome was permanently barred from the priesthood/from being a bishop.

They refused the priesthood to the traditori—those who handed over the scriptures during the persecution of Diocletian.

Council at Arles, 314, called by Constantine, decided that the traditori priests were not legitimate priests, but that the baptisms, confirmations, etc. done by these priests was in effect, because they were done under the auspices of the church.  This is sacramentalism. Ex opero opera.
Constantine 272-337
From my book:  To some, Constantine is the hero who saved Christianity.  To others he inadvertently but almost singlehandedly destroyed the integrity of the Christian movement.  The truth lies somewhere in between.  One thing we can say for sure, the history of Christianity can be divided into pre- and post-Constantine.  
Was Constantine a Christian?  Maybe.  If he was baptized at all, it was only on his deathbed.  His other Helena was a very devoted Christian.   He was pontifex maximux of Roman paganism.

313  Edict of Milan.   An edict of toleration of Christianity under influence of Constantine.

323  Constantine emperor of entire empire.  Constantinople (Byzantium) a second Roman capital.

Eusebius (Ecclesiastical History) was an apologist for Constantine.  He believed that the ascension of Constantine was the greatest moment in the history of Christianity.  History may not agree.
325 Council of Niceae over Arianism.

Church Councils

Nicaea AD 325
The question of Arianism.   

Arius, a priest in Alexandria, but taught in Antioch, which emphasized the human nature of Jesus much more than the Alexandrians, who made Jesus as unhuman as possible.
Arius swung the pendulum the opposite direction.

Arius said Jesus was of a similar nature to the Father, but not the same nature as the Father.  He was created by God.
A hymn in Alexandria:  “There is a time when the Son was not.”    The followers of Arius held up placards with this statement.
The two sides created dueling hymns.

Orthodoxy:  Jesus is fully divine.  He is of the same substance (consubstantial) with the Father.

The Council of Nicea was called by Constantine to settle this dispute.
The first general council of the Church since the Council in Jerusalem (Acts 15)

The first to pronounce anathemas

The first to claim inspired authority over all the Church.

A good question:  How is a Christian group to decide what their doctrine is to be?  How are they to retain unity?  Their decision:  to call a council and to decide, by vote, the correct doctrine and to anathematize those who disagreed.  This can be seen as a tragic error in the long run, but at the time it “worked.”

Nicene Creed   (actually published after Constantinople in 381)

We believe in on God, the Father All-sovereign, maker of all things visible and invisible;

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father, only-begotten, that is, of the substance of the Father, God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not made, of one substance (homoousios) with the Father, through whom all things were made, things in heaven and things on the earth; who for us men and for our salvation came down and was made flesh, and became man, suffered, and rose on the third day, ascended into the heavens, is coming to judge the living and the dead;

And in the Holy Spirit.

And those who say “There was when he was not,”

And “Before he was begotten he was not,”

And that “He came into being from what-is-not,”

Or those who allege that the Son of God is “of another substance or essence,
”or “created,” or “changeable,” or “alterable,”

These the catholic and apostolic church anathematizes.
Of the same essence homoousios   vs   of similar essence  homoiousious  (Arius)
A key goal of the bishops at Nicea was to define the nature of God as little as possibe—to defend the mystery. 
It was a major issue at the council that a word not found in the Bible (homoousios) was used in the creed.

Also published a number of canons.   A modern reader can best understand the distinction between creed and canon in this: about the creed they said “We believe,” but about the canons they said “We decide.”  
Constantinople  AD 381  Confirmed Nicaea.  Holy Spirit also consubstantial (or one substance) with the Father and the Son.
The solution to the God question was reached by the Cappadocian Fathers.
The solution of Basil of Caesarea, Gregory of Nazianzus, s and John Crysostom (the golden-tongued) was to describe the relationship between the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit as homoousious  but with three hypostases. One substance but three natures.

These three created the Greek liturgies still used in the Greek Orthodox Church today. 
Gregory of Nazianzus (329-389)

It was he who oversaw the Council of Constantinople in 381, and who created the one substance three persons (homoousious, three hypostasis) doctrine of the trinity.  

Concerning the trinity, he said that Jesus was begotten by the Father and that the Holy Spirit proceeded from the Father.  The Father was the unbegotten one.
Note: John 1:18, 3:16  Jesus is the only begotten one monogenes (unique, one and only, only begotten…)
Nicea and Constantinople:  What is the nature of God?

Ephesus and Chalcedon:  What is the nature of Jesus?  Christology.

If Christ is of one substance with the Father, and if the Father is unchanging, how can Jesus also be human?  We say “fully God and fully human.”  This description comes from Chalcedon.

Alexandrians/Cyprian:  Mary is theotokos  God-bearer.  Christ was fully God at birth.
Antioch/Nestorius:  Mary is christotokos  Christ-bearer.  It was the human Jesus who was born of Mary, not the God-Jesus.  Jesus became divine over time.  Nestorius: “God was not born of a woman.”   Two person/two nature Christology.
Council of Ephesus AD 431  Mary, “mother of God”   theotokos    Emphasized divine nature.

Chalcedon AD 451

“In agreement with the holy fathers we all unanimously teach that we should confess that our Lord Jesus Christ is one and the same Son; the same perfect in Godhead and the same perfect in manhood, truly God and truly man, the same of a rational soul and body; consubstantial with the Father in Godhead and the same consubstantial with us in manhood; like us in all things except sin; begotten of the Father before all ages as regards his Godhead and in the last days the same, for us and for our salvation, begotten of the Virgin Mary, the theotokos (as opposed to the Christotokos of the Nestorians) (the God-bearer, the mother of God) as regards his manhood; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, only-begotten, made known in two natures without confusion, without change, without division, without separation; the difference of the natures being by no means removed because of the union but the property of each nature being preserved and coalescing in one person and one substance, not parted or divided into two persons but one and the same Son, only begotten, divine Word, the Lord Jesus Christ; as the prophets of old and Jesus Christ himself have taught us about him, and the creed of fathers has handed down.

Believe it or not, the framers of this formula fully intended to leave the nature of Jesus as a mystery.

Without confusion, without change protects against Monophysitism, which teaches that Jesus’ nature changed when he took on human form.   Monophysite = one nature (only the divine nature)  This became the Coptic Church.  This was the Alexandrine position.

Without division, without separation protects against Nestorianism, which would make a distinction between the divine and the human nature of Jesus—separating Jesus into two persons.  This was the Antiochine position.

Thus, the Council declared that in Christ there are two natures; each retaining its own properties, and together united in one substance (hypostasis) and in one single person.

The “hypostatic union” 

As the precise nature of this union is held to defy finite human comprehension, the hypostatic union is also referred to by the alternative term "mystical union."

Q:  Which nature of Jesus was tempted by sin?  Could Jesus be tempted by sin before he took on a body?

Such things may best be kept as a mystery.

Chalcedon set as official the 5 patriarchates which still exist today.  Rome, Antioch, Alexandria, Jerusalem and Byzantium/Constantinople
Augustine of Hippo    354-430 AD   The greatest theologian of Roman Catholicism.  

“Man’s free will avails nothing except to do evil.”

Laid the groundwork of Christendom, of Medieval Christianity and to a large extent of Reformation theology!   
A bridge: The last of the great church fathers, and the initiator of medieval Christianity. 
A very brief biography:

His mother Monica was a very devout (although superstitious) Christian who lived her life through her son.

Augustine educated at Carthage where he embraced a very worldly lifestyle, taking a concubine.

At Carthage he converted Manicheism (a dualistic religion which stressed that physical matter is evil).  From this background Augustine came to have a very negative view of pleasure and his interest in asceticism.  This had a huge influence on Medieval Europe and on Catholicism.
He rejected Manicheism because its most famed leader came to Carthage and could not answer basic questions about bogus Manichee cosmology.

He converted himself to become a Neoplatonist philosopher (with its idea of perfect forms and an impassive, sovereign God)

He snuck off at night to Rome, but Monica followed him anyway!

He moved from Rome to Milan where he was converted to Christianity by Ambrose of Milan.  
He moved back to Africa where he became bishop at Hippo and eventually the most influential church leader of his time.

At Hippo he came into conflict with the Donatists, who made up a majority of the believers in Northern Africa.  His conflict with the Donatists led to his strong position on church/state, as well as influencing his view of sacramentalism.  In 405 he declared the Donatists heretics, subject to confiscation of goods and arrest.
Confessions (397) A psychological biography in which Augustine stresses his sinful nature and supports his belief in Original Sin and total depravity.  We “throw ourselves headlong” into sin, even as young children.  As infants we have “besetting sins” and “maimed will.”
The City of God (426)  A treatise on predestination and on his idea of the necessity of the joining of church and state.  His vision of Christendom.
Important teachings of Augustine:

1.  His overarching theme:   The Sovereignty of God.   “The City of God.”

2. Christendom.  The church should have authority over the state.   The church has a right to defend itself, to raise armies and to fight wars to defend its prerogatives.   Rebellion against the church is rebellion against the state.

Augustine virtually invented Christendom.

This is the opposite of separation of church and state!

3.  Original sin, total depravity of mankind   (“Confessions of Augustine”)


a. and thus justification of infant baptism.

4.  Predestination.   Man is incapable of responding to God.   God chooses us, not us choosing him.

      “Free will” is something we receive and grow into after we are saved.

      Monoergism.  Our salvation is totally of God (as opposed to synergism in which God cooperates with us in our salvation)
Augustine and Pelagius are the first church fathers to emphasize soteriology as much or more than theology.

5. Sacramentalism.     Baptism, communion, etc.  ex opere opero   The act as a power in and of itself, apart from faith on the part of those who receive it.
To Augustine, the Church can absorb the world.  The authority of the Church is not held in the righteous behavior of its priests and bishops, never mind its members, but in the Church universal as an abstract entity.  Christianity is maintained, not by Christians living like Christ, but by proper maintenance of the sacraments.  He conceived of the sacraments as having a power in and of themselves, apart from faith on the part of the participants.  

“The word is added to the element, and there results the Sacrament, as if itself also a kind of visible word.”
   

Salvation is by sacrament, not by faith.

6.  Etc.   Transubstantiation (really an offshoot of sacramentalism)    Perpetual virginity of Mary, Immaculate Conception   (connected to Original Sin and depravity as Jesus could not be born with original sin)

Opponents of Augustine:

1.  The Donatists.  Dominant in North Africa.  Church autonomy.   Accelerated his move toward Church/State.

“Seeing that God, by a hidden, though just, disposition, has predestined some to the ultimate penalty [of hell], it is doubtless better that an overwhelming majority of the Donatists should have been collected and reabsorbed [into the Catholic Church], while a few perish in their own flames: better indeed than that all Donatists should burn in the flames of Hell for their sacrilegious dissension.”
  

2.  Pelagius and the semi-Pelagians.   Pelagius a Roman priest who eventually moved to the East.  Taught that we choose God and that God makes us more holy.   We can avoid sin.  We do not have to sin.   Stressed importance of free will.

Such a teaching was more acceptable in the East, where holiness was stressed.
Pelagius:  “Since perfection is possible for man, it is obligatory.”  Pelagius stressed the need for holiness of individual Christians.  Was disturbed by the lack of holiness in the church. 
Definitively rejected Original Sin.

Pelagius died in 418.  His place was taken by Julian of Eclanum, who said of Augustine concerning his double-predestiation: “You think that your Lord is capable of committing a crime against justice such as is hardly conceivable even among the barbarians.”

Julian accused Augustine of making God the author of evil as well as good.

Soteriology (the theology of salvation: By what means are we saved?)
The East:  Stressed the incarnation of Christ as the means of salvation.  God becoming flesh allows those of us who are flesh to become like God.

Deification:  A process of the person, over time, becoming more god-like. 

Athanasius put this in a rather striking way; “He indeed assumed humanity that we might become God.”
  (by this he meant God-like)
The West:    Stressed the crucifixion.  Salvation through the death of Jesus.  Looked to justification rather than deification.  
The Bible mentions both our present salvation (1 Peter 2:2) and our future salvation (Hebrews 6:11, Galatians 5:5), allowing for both interpretations. Biblically, we are “already, but not yet” saved.  The East/West dichotomy is not biblical as there is some truth in both ideas.   Besides, the thing missing from both views of salvation was the importance of the resurrection of Jesus for our salvation (Romans 6:5-10, 1 Peter 3:21).  We do not find theologians in the third through fifth centuries mentioning the importance of the resurrection in our salvation.  
Jerome (347-420)

The greatest scholar of his age—even greater than Augustine, who barely knew Greek.
Published the Vulgate translation.   First Christian translation of OT from Hebrew.
Tried to remove the OT Apocrypha, but unsuccessfully.

A bit of a curmudgeon, personally.  .  He has been described as, “bitter, vindictive, vain and inconsistent.”

Lived the ascetic life.  

Church life in AD 400

Priests and bishops wore special robes.

Worship was highly ritualized, with a set liturgy and zero participation of the congregation.

Celibacy of priests was strongly encouraged, but not required.

Veneration of saints was commonplace.  Saints days were honored.  By the 5th century, relics were starting to be used.
Pope Gregory I (actually early 6th century)

The temples of the idols… should not be destroyed, but… altars constructed, and relics deposited… And, since they are wont to kill many oxen in sacrifice to demons, they should have also some solemnity of this kind in a changed form… on the anniversaries of the holy martyrs whose relics are deposited there… For it is undoubtedly impossible to cut away everything at once from hard hearts, since one who strives to ascend to the highest place must needs rise by steps or paces, and not by leaps.

Cyril of Jerusalem (315-386) said in his catachesis;

For as the bread and wine of the Eucharist before the invocation of the holy and adorable trinity were simple bread and wine, while after the invocation the bread becomes the body of Christ, and the wine the blood of Christ. 

Notice the use of the word invocation here.  The words spoken by the priest have a  mystical power to actually transformed the elements.  
Asceticism was becoming common, especially in the East.

The greatest ascetic of the age was Anthony (251-356)
Most ascetics at the time were lone hermits (from the word desert) or anchorites (from the word for withdraws.

In 4th century, Pachomius and Basil began to develop communities of monks under a rule or order.  Called cenobites (community)
Basil created orders of nuns which gave women some role in church life.

Ascetics began to have more influence over the common people than the bishops because of the examples of their lives.  Bishops like Augustine saw them as loose cannons.

For example, they strongly disagreed with his predestination, as it decreased the desire of people for personal commitment.

Bishops shut this down at Chalcedon (451) declaring that all ascetics/monks must be in submission to the bishop in that territory.
In 4th and 5th century ascetics competed to show who was the most sacrificial of monks, for example staying on top of a column for months at a time, fasting to death, etc.

Benedict of Nursia (b. circa 480, d. circa 543) 

The “Father of Western Monasticism.”  His Benedictine Rule became the standard for ascetic practice for the next 600 years.

Established Monte Cassino (Italy) as the center of Western Monasticism.

In the West, monks did not only pray, they also worked.

In Ireland, an alternative to Roman—Celtic Christianity—was established by Patrick and Columba (521-597).

Ireland became the center of Christian learning in the West.

Celtic Christianity was more evangelistic and more based on asceticism/monks that Rome.

Important Figures in the Development of Asceticism Before AD 500

	Name
	Dates
	Location
	Importance

	Anthony
	251-356
	Egypt
	Greatest example of individual ascetic/hermit lifestyle.

	Pachomius
	292-346
	Egypt
	First to organize hermits into cenobitic communal groups.

	Basil and Macrina
	330-379 (Basil)
	Cappadocia
	Greek monasticism. Orders of both monks and nuns, dedicated to benevolent work.

	Martin of Tours
	316-397
	Gaul
	Created the ideal of the itinerant missionary monk.

	Symeon Stylites
	390-459
	Syria
	Syrian monasticism.  Represents the tendency toward extreme denial of pleasure.

	Augustine
	354-430
	Hippo (Africa)
	The ideal of the ascetic bishop and celibacy of priests and bishops.

	John Cassian
	360-433
	Gaul
	The grandfather of Western monasticism.


Branches of Christianity in AD 500.

1. Western Christendom.  Roman Catholicism.  More legalistic, more concerned with salvation.
Weak political power allowed the papacy to become strong and to dominate even political events.

2. Eastern Christianity.  Orthodox.    More spiritual, more concerned with holiness.  Emphasize divinination—becoming like Christ over time through worship.  Emphasize personal relationship with God more.
A relatively strong political state (Byzantium) caused the patriarch and the Orthodox church to be weaker, especially politically.

3.  Coptic Christianity.  (Alexandrian school)  Monophysite (only one nature) (Henophysite one nature)  One nature    Focused on the divine nature of Jesus and virtually denied the humanity of Jesus after his baptism.   Late 5th century.
4.  Church of the East.  (Antiochene school)   Nestorian Christianity.   Dyophysite (two natures)  The human Jesus and the divine Jesus were two different people.   Strongly emphasized the human nature of Jesus and his suffering.
5. Jacobites (Syrian Christianity) Monophysite SyrianChristianity (in some ways the opposite of the Nestorians).

The church of the East much more strongly emphasized asceticism than the West.

Middle Ages

589 Council of Toledo added filoque (and the Son) to the Nicene Creed.

Gregory (590-604)

In many ways, Gregory deserves the description “the great” 

John Calvin:  The last “good” pope.
First monk/pope.

Greatest scholar of his age.

Made Rome a model of caring for the poor, sick, etc.

Almost by accident, became the first pope to exercise temporal power.  He did so out of a desire to help the poor and starving in a very chaotic time.

Gregory equated Mary of Bethany (John 12:1–8), the sinful woman caught in adultery (John 8:1–11) and Mary Magdalene, making Mary Magdalene a sinful woman.  Not a good thing!

Strong advocate of the idea of Purgatory.

With Gregory we can begin to speak definitively of a Roman Catholic Church.

“Who can doubt that it [Constantinople] is subject to the Apostolic See?”
 

Concerning the Catholic Church, he said, “The holy universal church proclaims that God cannot truly be worshipped, save within herself, and asserts that all they who are without her shall never be saved.”

This is still official Catholic doctrine today, despite all ecumenical statements.

In the ninth-eleventh centuries Rome was almost completely corrupt.

For example:

The appointment to lucrative archbishoprics of men with no spiritual training at all was common at this time. In Rome the aristocratic house of Theophylactus practically ruled the city. They appointed popes of their own choosing. Two sisters from this family, Marozia and Theodora, were particularly infamous. Popes were made and unmade at their whim. Laypersons were appointed to the papacy. Popes were murdered. Women had their sons appointed to the holy office. From 1012 to 1046 the papacy fell into the hands of Count Alberic of Tusculum, who was from the Theophylactus family. He first raised his brother Theophylact to pope (Benedict VIII, 1012–1024), then a second brother as his successor (John XIX, 1024–1032), and finally his son 
Which set the stage for the most significant event in the East, which was the rise of political Islam.

Muhammad (570-632)
At his death in 632, Muslims controlled most of the Arabian peninsula, but had also begun raids into Palestine and Mesopotamia.  Christianity in these areas was disunited, especially over mono- and dyo-thelitism, but also between Greek and Coptic.  Also, Christianity had devolved into superstition and worship of icons.  Nepotism was rampant.  The common people had no real part in worship.  This left a huge vacuum into which Islam marched.  

Thus the entire Church of the East and much of Greek Orthodoxy and significant parts of Western Christianity came under Muslim rule.

Conversions to Islam varied vastly by region.

In Northern Africa Christianity virtually disappeared within two centuries.

In Palestine, Asia Minor Syria and Mesopotamia, a majority remained Christian for centuries.
In Egypt, even today there is about 15% Christian population.

It has been estimated that as late as AD 1000 there were 17-20 million Christians in Asia, under Muslim rule and 25-30 million in Europe under Christian rule.

What caused the final almost complete downfall of Christianity in the East?  The biggest contributing factor was the Crusades and the counter-reaction to the European invasion.

Final schism of Eastern and Western Christendom.  1054   Formally over the issue of filioque  (the Holy Spirit proceeds from the father and the Son.  Added to the mass by the French Church, but later supported by Rome.     (Originally added in the 6th century in Spain to oppose Arianism and the emphasize the deity of Christ)
Leo IX (1048-1054).  He started a program of much-needed reforms.  He banned:

1. Simony.  The selling of church office.    (BTW, the practice definitely was not ended)

2. Nepotism.   The appointing to church office of near relatives, especially children. 

In order to eliminate nepotism, he also required celibacy of all priests.  Celibacy was imposed:

a. Because they saw sex as inherently sinful and

b.More so because of nepotism.  Under the feudal system, the temptation to appoint completely worldly children as bishops was an overwhelming one.
In 1095, Urban II declared the first Crusade.

Factors which led to the Crusades:

1. The increasing power of the papacy.

2. Economic improvement in Europe tipped the balance of power.

3. Desire for pilgrimage to the Holy Land—held in Muslim hands.

4. A dramatic increase in piety of lay people in the 11th century.

5. The doctrine of Purgatory and the desire for penance and indulgences.
6. Leo XII had pronounced the idea of a just Christian war.

Results of the Crusades:

1. A temporary taking of Palestine and opening to pilgrimage to Jerusalem.

2. Cyprus (but only Cyprus) won to Christianity.

3. Byzantium massively weakened.

4. Virtual destruction of the Church of the East by Muslim backlash.

5. Trade and cultural interaction between Europe and Arab states.

6. Europeans began to study Arab and Greek texts, bringing on the Renaissance.

Spiritual Revival (mainly) in the West.

Lay-led reforming groups:
1. AD 650-900’s  Paulicians.  Asia Minor.  
Named after Paul the Armenian.  
Rejected formalism of Byzantine Church, sacraments use of icons asceticism and infant baptism.  
Bible the only authority.  
Baptism of adults by immersion.  
Heretical?  Taught adoptionism? (Jesus became divine at his baptism)

Some dualistic tendencies from Manichees?  
Alternatively condemned or supported by the Byzantines.  

Early leaders stoned to death and burned at stake.  As many as 100,000 killed.   
Later, many fled to the Balkans, being transformed into the Bogomils.   Bogomils were more dubious as they had a dualistic philosophy, declaring the flesh evil. 
2. Peter Waldo (1140-1205) and the Waldensians 

Northern Italy Southern France and Switzerland

1173 sold all he had, left his wife and put his daughters in a monastery

The chief advocate of the apostolic life of his age.

Initially less rebellious in his theology and practice than the other reformers.  Some popes supported his movement.

A contemporary chronicler
 said of the Waldensians, they "observe a life of poverty and evangelical perfection, as the apostles."

· The Holy Scriptures alone are sufficient to guide men to salvation. 
· Translated the Bible into the vernacular.

· The Sacraments as practiced by the [Roman] Church do not confer any sanctity on the persons who receive them.

· Catholic priests have no authority and the pope is the chief of all such “heresiarchs.”

· Everyone has the right to preach the Word of God publicly.

· Purgatory is an invention of the sixth century.

· Indulgences are to be completely rejected.

· The prescribed fasts of the Roman church are not obligatory.

· Praying to or through the “Saints” is to be rejected.

· The use of icons, statues and relics for worship is to be abolished.

In 1214 labeled as heretics at 4th Lateran Council. Brutally persecuted. Tens of thousands killed, some compromised, but more fled into the mountain valleys in Switzerland where they survived into the Reformation.  Many were absorbed into Hus’s or Zwingli’s movements.  A tiny Waldensian group in Northern Italy exists even today.  Oldest Christian movement which does not trace to the primitive church.
3. Albigensians/Cathars (the Pure)
The most radical of the reform movements of the Medieval period.  Centered in Southern France

Began in last quarter of 12th century.
Stressed the apostolic life.

Included a dualistic Manichaean theology which claimed all pleasure is sinful.

Physical things are evil (like gnostics)

Leaders called “Perfects”

Communion a remembrance

Rejected sacramentalism, use of crosses, icons veneration of saints

Taught priesthood of all believers

Became a majority in parts of Southern France.

Defeated Catholic teachers in open debates.

Pope declared the Albigensian Crusade in 1209.  

The Holy Office, otherwise known as the Inquisition was established to destroy the Albigensians.

Entire areas of Langedoc were depopulated.  Tens of thousand were killed.

March 16, 1244 200+ Perfects simultaneously burned to death.

Arnold of Citeaux, a legate of Innocent III, said to the troops who besieged the city of Beziers, “Kill them all, for God will know his own.”
 The citizens of Beziers included many faithful Catholics. The soldiers followed their orders and an estimated 20,000 were massacred—men, women and children. Justification for such genocides was supplied by Augustine’s teaching that it is acceptable to use physical force on heretics in order to obtain their salvation.

1229 Council of Tolouse banned the reading of scripture for all laity.

1233 Dominicans put in charge of the Inquisition.

1255 Innocent IV authorized use of the rack.

Those who confessed were given a merciful execution. Those who refused were burned at the stake.

Lay Piety in the 12th and 13th century.
The veneration of Mary surpassed veneration of the saints.   More churches and shrines devoted to Mary than all the “saints” combined.

The Immaculate Conception was conceived of in the 12th century (please forgive the pun).

“Hail Mary, full of grace” joined “Our Father” in prayers in the 12th century.

Scholasticism.

An intellectual movement of the 12th, 13th and 14th centuries which revived Aristotle and led to the establishment of the great universities in Europe.
Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109)

“I believe that I man know.”  Faith comes before knowledge
The father of scholasticism.
Archbishop of Canterbury (head of church of England)
Anselm created the Satisfaction Theory of atonement:

Because of God’s nature, everything he is, he is infinitely. Sin is infinitely sinful and requires infinite restitution. Only an infinite being could make infinite atonement for infinite sin. Yet, in order for a being to make atonement for human sin, that being must be human. Therefore, God had to become man so that an infinite being could make infinite atonement for infinitely sinful sin. And thus the title for Anselm’s greatest work: Why the God-man?

The Medieval theory had been the Ransom Theory.

Jesus had to pay Satan to ransom us and therefore to save us.

Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)
The most influential theologian of the Medieval period. The greatest since Augustine.
A disciple of Aristotle.  Brought Aristotle to Europe.

Augustine  (  Plato         Thomas Aquinas   (  Aristotle

The key theologian of modern Catholicism.  16th century declared “Doctor of the Church.”1879 RC church officially declared Aquinas’ theology normative for Roman Catholicism.

Wrote Summa Theologiae

He believed that the truth ought to be reasonable, therefore we ought to be able to apply reason and logic to understand and explain God and Christian doctrine.

Did not accept strict monergism, but agreed that a response of faith and action on our part is required for salvation which is both justification and sanctification.

Thomas Aquinas:

“God, therefore, is the first cause, who moves causes both natural and voluntary.  And just as by moving natural causes He does not prevent their actions from being natural, so by moving voluntary causes He does not deprive their actions of being voluntary; but rather is He the cause of this very thing in them, for He operates in each thing according to his own nature.”

In other words, Aquinas believed in free will and not a strict monergism.

Thomas Aquinas:  God predestines/foreordains in that he foreknows who will freely choose to be saved.

Manichees, Augustine, Luther and Calvin:  God is the author of both good and evil.   Physical things and pleasure are evil.

Aquinas:  God is the author only of good.     Physical things are good, pleasure is not necessarily evil.

To Aquinas evil is not a thing but is the result of corruption of a thing that would have been good if it had not been corrupted by a person with free will. He said, “Good can exist without evil, whereas evil cannot exist without good.”

Whereas later reformed theology proposed that “in Adam’s fall we sinned all,” Thomas believed that our divine nature was damaged by the fall, but not destroyed.

Thanks to Aquinas, Roman Catholic theology is more “Christian” than most Protestant theology.

The Mendicant Friars: Franciscans and Dominicans

Francis of Assisi (1181-1226)

Francis’ conversion event:  On the road he saw a poor soldier in rags. He took off his fine clothing, gave it to the soldier, took on the apostolic lifestyle and never looked back.
He spent his money rebuilding churches in ruins.  his father finally found his son Francis, “seizing him without mercy, he dragged him to his house, reproaching and tormenting him with words, blows, and bonds.”
 His mother freed him from his bonds.
Francis’ Christianity was experiential, mystical.  He was a lover of nature.  Despite his severe asceticism, his was a happy Christianity.
Founded the little brothers (friars minor) in 1208

Connected the church with common people.

Preached a simple love and devotion to the apostolic life.

Tried to humanize Jesus.  He made Christianity emotional, not rational.

He produced the first manger scenes.  It was his influence that led to the use of crucifixes in churches and schools.

12,000 Franciscans by 1300

Dominic (1170-1221)

In every way, the opposite of Francis.  Severe, organized, intellectual, disciplined.

Dominic loved learning, Francis wouldn’t be caught dead in a classroom.

His career was launched by unsuccessful attempts to defeat the Cathars in debate. He noticed that the Albigensians lived a more “Christian” lifestyle than virtually all Catholics.

His practical solution:  1. Learn how to defeat them in debate.   2. Persuade Catholics to live the apostolic lifestyle as the Cathars did.
Francis: Win heretics and Muslims by love.

Dominic: Win them by defeating their arguments (or by killing them!)

The Dominicans became the chief militant arm of the papacy and the Inquisition.  They served the pope, not local bishops.

By 1300 15,000 Dominican friars

Christian life in Western Europe in the 13th and 14th centuries.
This is the period when the system of penance and Purgatory came to dominate Christian life.

It was during this period that the practice of confession became obligatory for all Catholics.

Penance and indulgences cancel out sins committed after baptism, freeing us from time in Purgatory.

Personal piety involved saying Our Fathers, Hail Marys, the saying of multiple masses, building chapels, taking on pilgrimages, going on Crusades, and paying of indulgences.

Parades of penitentes/flagellants marched through the streets, whipping themselves, performing crucifixions, etc.

This became an almost entirely works-oriented Christianity.

Doctrine and practice in the Roman Church were diametrically opposed, as the official doctrine of the Church was salvation by faith, through grace.
The Pre-Reformation:  Wyclyffe and Hus
John Wyclyffe (1324-1384)

Oxford Don.  Principally an educator who was dragged into the controversies of his day.

His “conversion event” was political rather than religious.

In 1365 Pope Urban V demanded tribute from King Edward III

Edward refused and Wyclyffe was called on to write the reply.

Wyclyffe noted that fully 1/3 of all England was already owned by the Church and Rome.

“Already a third and more of England is in the hands of the pope. There cannot be two temporal sovereigns in one country; either Edward is king or Urban is king…. We accept Edward of England and refute Urban of Rome.”

Published On the Truth of the Holy Scripture in 1378

The Bible is the sole rule of faith.

It must be translated into the vernacular.

In 1379 he published The Power of the Papacy.
Jesus is the head of the church, not the pope.

Lord’s Supper is only a reminder, not a reenactment.

To Wyclyffe, the greatest enemies of true Christianity was the Dominicans and the Franciscans.

He began and oversaw a translation of the Bible from Latin (unfortunately) into English. (1382)

Encouraged lay preaching.  His followers were Wyclyffites, but later Lollards.

Called before bishops to renounce his renunciation of transubstantiation.  His response: “The truth shall prevail.”

Opposed idols, indulgences, Purgatory, the priesthood.

Called the pope the antichrist.

Courtenay, archbishop of Canterbury, (in words errily similar to John 11:48)   “If we permit this heretic to appeal continually to the passions of the people, our destruction is inevitable; we must silence these Lollards.”
Amazingly, he died of natural causes in 1384, but in 1401 the Lollards were denounced as heretics.  

In 1415, at the Council of Constance, he was posthumously excommunicated, his remains were dug up, burned and thrown into the River Swift.
John Hus   (1366-1415)

Bohemian.  From Prague. 
An outstanding scholar, he became Dean of Philosophy at U. Prague in 1401.

In 1402 he was given pulpit at the Chapel of Bethlehem.  It is from this pulpit that he pronounced his reformation.
Slightly less radical than Wyclyffe.  He did not completely reject Purgatory and indulgences.  He did not reject transubstantiation.

In Prague, he restored the cup to the Lord’s Supper (the people had only been given the bread for many centuries).

He preached in Bohemian.

Supported by “Good King Wenceslas” of Bohemia.

Read Wyclyffe from the pulpit.  Excommunicated in 1411.

When called to support the use of indulgences to support a war in Italy:

I am ready with all my heart to obey the apostolic mandates. But I call apostolic mandates the doctrines of the apostles of Christ; and so far as the papal mandates agree with these, so far will I obey them most willingly. But if I see anything…at variance with the Word of God, I shall not obey, even though the stake were staring me in the face.

Hus went into exile, where he wrote The Church.

Priesthood of all believers.
Bible the only authority
Only God can forgive sin.  Rejected worshiping idols, saints etc.    
Hus was called to answer charges before the Council of Constance where he was promised safe conduct.

Instead, he was arrested and thrown into a Dominican dungeon.

He was called before the bishops and ordered to recant his teachings.

I, Jan Hus, in hope a priest of Jesus Christ, fearing to offend God, and fearing to fall into perjury, do hereby profess my unwillingness to abjure all or any of the articles produced against me by false witnesses…. And if it were possible that my voice could now reach the whole world, as at the Day of Judgment every lie and every sin that I have committed will be made manifest, then would I gladly abjure before all the world every falsehood and error which I either had thought of saying or actually said!.

He was condemned and burned at the stake July 6, 1415.

His executioners ordered that the ground on which the ashes of the fire fell be dug up and thrown into the Rhine River so that none could carry of relics of their martyred leader.

Hus’ movement did not die with Hus.  His followers formed the Hussite League and published The Four Articles of Prague.
1. The right of preaching the Scriptures without hindrance

2. The Eucharist to be administered “in both kinds” (the wine and the bread) to all people

3. Clergy to lose all their property and to follow the apostolic ideal

4. Mortal sins to be punished by those to whom it pertains

Two parties emerged:  The Ultraquists (more conservative and willing to compromise with Rome) and the Taborites (more radical and refused to compromise).

Taborites:

Bible as the only rule of faith. 

Only the Lord’s Supper and baptism as sacraments. 

Renounced Purgatory, indulgences, simony, masses for the dead, reverence of saints, the use of relics and images of every kind.

As a restoration movement, unfortunately, the Taborites tended to fracture quickly and often.

Is our goal restoration or reformation?

In 1417, at Constance, Pope Martin V declared a  Crusade against the Hussites.

Five successive crusades against the Bohemians in 1420, 1421, 1422, 1427 and 1431.

None were successful.  Finally Rome only succeeded because they divided the Ultraquists from the Taborites, offering a compromise in 1434.  They allowed communion in both kinds for the Bohemian church.

In 1457 the remnant of Taborites formed the Brethren Church.

The Brethren translated the Bible into Bohemian.  They published the first Christian Hymnal.  

At the time of Luther’s reformation there were 400 Brethren churches with 200,000 members.  

They survived the 30 years war, becoming the Moravian Church, which strongly influenced Alexander Campbell and the Restoration Movement.

A few more details from the late 14th and the 15th century.

Joan of Arc (1412-1431)

She is one of several influential women in the late Middle Ages.

Birgitta of Sweden (1303-1373)

Catherine of Sienna (1347-1380) corresponded with bishops, kings and popes.

All had in common prophetic visions, mysticism, and separation from men in cloisters, which allowed them to have a voice.

Martin Luther.  1483-1546.  
Catholic priest and Augustinian monk.  Not out to abolish Catholicism per se, but to reform it. 
Became an Augustinian monk—a significant fact.  Very strict and strongly Augustinian in theology—especially with regard to predestination.

Had a crisis of faith because no matter how much he deprived himself of pleasure, he still felt guilty.  “If I had kept on any longer, I should have killed myself with vigils, prayers, reading and other work.

Began to study and to teach Romans at Wittenberg.  Discovered salvation by faith (alone), not by works. Sola fide (sola scritura, sola gratia)
Traveled to Rome.  Disgusted by the wordliness, opulence produced by the indulgences from outside Rome.

Placed 95 theses on church door in Wittenburg in1517  against indulgences, worldliness of priesthood.  Excommunicated.   
But, Luther was backed by his political protégé Frederick the Wise, allowing Wittenberg to become “Lutheran.”  This is the first “successful” reformation (defined as achieving political protection and Christendom status)
His was a “magisterial reformation.”  
Within a generation all of Scandanavia and large sections of Germany were “Lutheran.”

Called to the Diet of Worms. Asked to recant his writings.  “Previously I said the pope is the vicar of Christ.  I recant. Now I say the pope is the adversary of Christ and the apostle of the Devil.”

To Emperor Charles, “Unless I am convinced from Scripture and plain reason—I do not accept the authority of the pope or the Councils… my conscience is captive to the Word of God.  I cannot and will not recant anything… Here I stand.

Wed into hiding at Wartburg, where he published his German Bible.  Returned to Wittenberg where he was married and raised a family. Masses ended, Nuns left their convents and were married.

His reformation inspired a Peasant’s Revolt which he vigorously opposed. He supported their cause, but not their violent rebellion.  To landowners he advised, “smite, slay and stab, secretly or openly, remembering that nothing can be more poisonous, hurtful or devlish than a rebel.”  Ouch!
Predestination and free will:  Free will, after the Fall, exists in name only; as long as it does what it is able, it commits mortal sin.”
Repentance not required.  Predestination.  Overreacted to legalism, works salvation of Catholocism.   Rejected celibacy for priests, confession, sacraments other than baptism, eucharist.  
Book of James  “a book of straw”  One mistake?  Trying to reform Catholicism, rather than restore biblical Christianity.  Revived Augustine, not NT.
He, along with Zwingli brought back orthopraxy, but not orthodoxy.

Luther was succeeded by his right hand man:  Philip Melanchthon (1497-1560).  Melanchthon was a much milder predestinationist, and more intellectual.  Lutheranism could justifiably be called Melanchthonism (although that does not roll off the tongue).

Under Melanchthon, Lutheranism took on a relatively Catholic feel.  Lutherans, unlike Reformed Protestants are not Calvinist or predestinationists.

Ulrich Zwingli  1484-1531  
Swiss reformer. 
Similar to Luther, but more radical about restoring New Testament practice.  
Began a reformation in Zurich.  Zurich became a theocracy under Zwingli.

Ultimately, Zwingli, the creator of “Reformed Theology” had much more influence on the direction of Protestantism than Luther.
HeHe and His movement led to what is known as Reformed Theology (reformed church)  
Zwingli was a humanist in the school of Erasmus. He was not a skeptic of human reasoning, as was Luther.   A turning point: He was forced to join Swiss troops fighting outside Switzerland for the Catholic powers. He began to see the papacy as the enemy of the Swiss, of peace, and even of Christianity.

A brilliant scholar. “I am not a Lutheran, for I learned Greek (1513) before I ever heard the name Luther.”

His reform in Zurich was much more gradual that Luther’s in Wittenberg, but it was more complete and radical than Luther’s. 

He rejected priestly garments, statues, stained glass, etc.   Destroyed much art in the process.  Church is “four bare walls and a sermon.”    
The Anabaptist movement started as an offshoot of Zwingli’s reformation in Zurich.  They discovered that the Bible requires faith before baptism, so rejected infant baptism.

At first, Zwingli agreed with their biblical analysis, but ultimately he turned against them as to end infant baptism would mean to end Christendom. 
Magisterial Reformation:  baptism = citizenship.

His reform was magisterial (ie connected to the state).  He debater Grebel on baptism in 1525, “winning” the debate.  One year later he had Grebel executed! He viciously persecuted the Anabaptists by drowning them.
Zwingli:  Lord’s supper and baptism are symbolic ceremonies, and are not the means of grace. 

“Sacraments are signs or ceremonies by which men offer themselves before the church as soldiers or disciples of Christ.   Completely rejected baptismal regeneration.

VERY significantly, Zwingli was the first ever to teach that baptism in the NT is equivalent to Jewish circumcision.  It is an outward sign of an inward grace.  It is a mere symbol.
Like Augustine and Luther, Zwingli was a radical predestinationist.  He saw the sovereignty of God as the chief principle of Christianity.

“God’s sovereignty is the first principle of Christian thought… it is the hub that holds everything together.”

Famously:  Those individuals who end up damned forever in hell are also eternally determined by God for that fate.”     This is the doctrine of limited atonement.

Thomas Aquinas (and the Bible!)  God foreknows those who will be saved.   Zwingli, Calvin:  God foreordains who will be saved.

Debated w/Luther over Lord’s Supper.   Rejected transubstantiation and Luther’s consubstantiation (the change was not physical but a mystical transformation of the elements).  He and Luther disfellowshipped each other over their doctrine of the Lord’s Supper.

Zwingli.  This is like my body.  LS a remembrance.

Luther:  This IS my body.

Died in a battle with Catholic cantons of Switzerland.

The Anabaptist (rebaptizer) movement. 1525 and later.  
Also known as the Radical Reformation. 
In 1525 leaders in Zwingli’s reformation such as Conrad Grebel and Felix Mantz rejected infant baptism.

They believed the church is formed only of adults who have made a decision for Christ, repented, and been baptized.

They rejected predestination as well. 

ALL of the early leaders were executed by Zwingli and his allies.

 Immersion of adults after repentance and confession of faith.  Bible only authority.  Separation of church and state.    Accused their enemies (the magisterial Reformation) quite rightly of being Constantinians/Augustinians.    
Taught synergism, not monergism  (God and man cooperate in salvation)  Taught “prevenient grace.”
Radical pacifists

Viciously persecuted.  Zwingli personally approved the drowning of  Felix Manz.  Burned at stake by Catholics, drowning by Calvinists and, eventually, by the Lutherans.  
March 1526 Zwingli issued a decree that anyone in Zurich who was rebaptized should be immediately executed, they should “without trial, hearing or sentence be cast into the water and drowned.”   1529 rebaptism became a capital offense throughout the empire.

Baptism with the Anabaptists involved preparation for martyrdom.

Sattler in southern Germany:  “We are ready to suffer and to await what God is planning to do with us. We will continue in our faith in Christ so long as we have breath in us, unless we be dissuaded from it by the Scriptures.”

The clerk at his trial:  “The hangman will instruct you, he will dispute with you, archheretic.”
It is hard to exaggerate the significance of separation of church and state.    Extreme pacifists.

Their ideal:  To restore 1st century NT Christianity.

First theologian of the Anabaptists:  Balthasar Hubmaier.   Burned at stake 1528, his wife drowned in the Danube.

Jacob Hutter   Hutterites.  Into endtime prophecies. Very schismatic.

Menno Simons →   Mennonites  became legalistic and overly emphasized asceticism and separation from the “world.”  Made much of “the ban.” (disfellowshipping those not in agreement)
Swiss Anabaptists became the Amish

Anabaptists chose to remove themselves from the world rather than to influence it.

John Calvin.  1509-1564  Geneva.   French theologian, Bible commentator and civil leader of a theocracy in Geneva.   
Converted in France and persecuted.  

He claimed to be Lutheran. Initially, he rather vehemently opposed Zwinglianism, but in almost all ways he is more like Zwingli than Luther.

 He ended up in Geneva almost by accident. Passing through for one night, he was convinced by William Farel to stay as a Bible teacher.

He very reluctantly took on the role of leader in Geneva, but eventually, behind the scenes, became virtual dictator of Calvinist Geneva.

As a preacher, he preached directly from the Hebrew and Greek, without notes.

174 consecutive sermons on Ezekiel, 159 on Job and 342 consecutive sermons on Isaiah.  When he left Geneva in 1538 and returned in 1541, he took up in the exact verse of Isaiah he had left off with in 1538!

Most influential theologian of the Reformation.  Wrote Institutes of the Christian Religion.   
Calvin was a thorough Augustinian.
On baptism: It is “an outward sign by which the Lord represents and testifies his good will toward us.”   (ouch)

On the Lord’s Supper: “in what way, so far as its effect upon us is concerned, is the body of Christ in the Sacrament?”  His response, purposefully vague:  “”genuinely and effectively.”
His Geneva Convention is a creed which influenced all reform churches.
His theology known as Calvinism.    Monergism
To quote Calvin:  “God is said to have ordained from eternity those whom he wills to embrace in love, and those upon whom he wills to vent his wrath.”

“For all are not created in equal condition; rather eternal life is foreordained for some, eternal damnation for others.    Double predestination.
Total Depravity:  (Institutes 1.15.4) Even though we grant that God’s image was not totally annihilated and destroyed in him (ie. Adam), yet it was so corrupted that whatever remains is frightful deformity.”
Created the vocabulary that there are two classes of people: the elect and the reprobate

T  Total depravity
U unconditional election
L limited atonement 
I irresistible grace 
P final preservation of the saints.  (Once saved, always saved)
God has two wills; one revealed (1 Tim 2:3-4, 2 Pet 3:9) and one secret: foreordination for eternal salvation or damnation.     Double predestination.

Denominations which are essentially Calvinist:   Presbyterian, Dutch Reformed, Baptist, Puritan (Congregationalist) Anglican/Episcopalian (sort of)   Charismatics are mostly Calvinist in their doctrine.   Evangelicals in general are Calvinist.  Pray Jesus into your heart and once saved/always saved are stepchildren of Calvinism.
Q: Is Predestination biblical?  If so, what does that predestination look like?
Q: What passages can a person use (falsely, but…) to support Calvinistic predestination?

Q: What passages can a person use to correctly disprove Calvinistic predestination?

Calvin’s successor in Geneva was Theodore Beza.  He was more Calvinist than Calvin.

Calvinists dove deeply into intellectual debates.

Supralapsarianism  (God’s first decree was to predestine who would be saved)   vs

Infralapsarian   (First God decreed to create the universe and humans, then that they could fall into sin, then he decreed who would be saved or lost)  

Less harsh

Counter Reformation

Desiderius Erasmus 1466-1536  A leading figure of the Renaissance.  Sought to reform rather than break from the Roman Church.

Taught Free Will.  Wrote “On the Freedom of the Will.” 1524    (Luther replied with “On the Bondage of the Will”)
Wrote “Praise of Folly” 1509 in which he sarcastically attacks pilgrimages, relics, monasticism, asceticism, worship of saints and superstitious Medieval practices in general, along with Catholic heirarchy.

The most influential biblical scholar of his time (with the possible exception of Tyndale)

Produced a critical Greek New Testament 1514.

Erasmus laid the egg that Luther hatched.

Other developments:

William Tyndale translated Greek and Hebrew Bible into English, is burned at stake  1536.  Influenced by Luther.

Thomas Cranmer and Anglicanism.  The Anglican Church retained more of Catholicism than any of the Protestant churches, yet it was influenced during the English Revolution by the Puritans, making it have a strong Calvinist element as well.
John Knox 1505-1572 Scotland  Introduced Calvinism to Scotland and England.  Founded the Presbyterian Church.

Puritans  (England)   Stressed importance of church autonomy.  Strict Calvinists.  

In US became Congregationalists  (Jonathan Edwards)
Began the Dissenter movement in England.  

The English Revolutions was inspired by Puritans.

Jacob Arminius (1560-1609) (Dutch) Arminianism.   The Protestant equivalent of Pelagianism (more accurately of semi-Pelagianism).  

Lutherism and Reformed theologians very soon lapsed into a dry, scholastic, overly defined, dry, cold sort of intellectual Christianity.   Much reliance on Aristotlean logic and Thomistic scholasticism.
Specifically, the Dutch Reformed Church supported “supralapsarianism.”  This doctrine is that God predestined some to heaven and others to hell before he created the world and before he provided for forgiveness of sins.   This is the doctrine of limited atonement.

Then there were the infralapsarians who were slightly milder.  They proposed that first God decreed the create the universe, then he decreed to allow mankind to fall, then he decreed who would be of the elect and of the reprobate.
Arminius studied under Beza and was writing a paper in support of supralapsarianism.  As a result, he rejected lapsarianism entirely--he affirmed free will—that we respond to the grace of God—and rejected unconditional election.  
He taught that God’s predestination is based on his foreknowledge (Romans 8:29)

“prevenient grace”   God foreknows, but does not predetermine.  He died before his teaching was condemned.
Taught synergism rather than monergism.
He was accused of Catholic sympathy and of believing in works salvation, 
Arminius:   Supralapsarianism (and by inference any kind of unconditional election) makes God the author of sin.   If so, then sin is not sin.

Churches which accept the Arminian view:  Methodists, Restoration Movement, some Baptists, some Pentecostals.

Developments in the seventeenth century:

1. Quakers, German Pietists
Pietists emphasize a personal holiness and experience of Christ, and downplay the importance of rational thought, church hierarchy and of Christian doctrine.  They are “heart Christians.”
German Pietists such as Philipp Spener and August Hermann Franke started Bible study groups in Germany and Central Europe.  They established many orphanages, and other benevolent organizations.  They later inspired John Wesley.
Quakers, also known as Friends, founded by George Fox in England, came to the American colonies and influenced Christianity in the what became the United States—especially in Pennsylvania.  William Penn was a Quaker.
2. Baptists

The Baptists were a sort of second wave of Anabaptism.  They began in the very early 1600’s.  At first they called themselves Churches of Christ. Unlike most movements, there is no single figure responsible for this movement.
They were a back-to-the-Bible movement, very similar to the earlier Anabaptists (but they refused the label because it had such negative connotations due the the “Disaster at Munster.”)

But, although the accepted adult baptism only, they rejected the idea of baptismal regeneration—like modern-day Baptists.

By 1630’s two streams of Baptists developed:
a. General Baptists.  Arminian.  These were a slight majority in England

b. Particular Baptists.  Strongly Calvinist.  They became the dominant strand in the southern colonies in the US, and therefore American Baptists are almost all Calvinist.

3. The Second Reformation

This is when what I call the second Reformation began.  This was when religious freedom and separation of church and state was finally established.

It happened first in the Netherlands  1589
It was followed by the establishment of religious freedom in Rhode Island (1636), then Pennsylvania (1681), and later in the other colonies and, finally, in England (1688) and France (1789).
Christendom finally came to an end.

Q: Was this a good thing?

This is when religious groups began to proliferate, and the modern scene of vast numbers of different religious choices began to open up.

It is when individuals started to think for themselves.  It led to what became the Americanization of Christianity.

Eighteenth Century Developments
Moravians (also known as the Brethren) and Count Zinzendorf  (1700-1760) A pietist movement and the first “Protestant” movement to establish Christian Missions outside of Europe.
Sent missionaries to Greenland, Lapland, Georgia, Surinam, Guinea Coast of Africa, South Africa, Algeria, Native Americans, Ceylon, Romania, Constantinople, Caribbean and many more.
The Moravians influenced both John Wesley and Alexander Campbell.

John Wesley and Methodism   Arminianism and Pietism gains a foothold in England.
John 1703-1791 and Charles 1707-1788 Wesley. 
Along with Charles, and George Whitefield, formed the “Holy Club” at Oxford U. 

A reform of Anglican church.   “Methodists” 

Accused of perfectionism.  He believed in a second conversion.  This was an individual awakening—a conversion experience.
From my book:

John set out on a quest similar to George Whitefield four years earlier. He resolved never to laugh again. He entered what he called “a dark night of the soul.” He wrote, “I was sorrowful and very heavy, being neither able to read, nor meditate, nor sing, nor pray, nor do anything.”
 Finally, after three days, John Wesley had the spiritual breakthrough experience he so desperately sought. In what may be the most significant Christian conversion since that of Luther, John Wesley recorded in his Journal;

In the evening, I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine, I felt my heart strangely warmed while he described God’s change in the heart through faith in Christ. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.

This conversion became paradigmatic for Methodists and Arminian Christianity generally up to modern times. Being born again became connected, not with obedience to a particular command but to an experience in the heart of a specific grace from God.

It has been estimated that during his fifty years of itinerant preaching, he traveled more than 250,000 miles. He preached at least 40,000 times during those fifty years, which amounts to eight hundred times per year or more than two times per day.

Refused to start a separate group, but on his death, that is exactly what happened.

A fierce opponent of slavery and a close friend of John Newton (Amazing Grace) and William Wilberforce, the British politician who brought an end to slavery in England.

Thousands of circuit preachers, with little if any school training, were sent out. 

George Whitefield (1714-1770)   A Calvinist John Wesley  (or Wesley is an Arminian George Whitefield).  Traveled and preached with spectacular success in the colonies.
Whitefield virtually invented outdoor preaching.  Worked outside the established Anglican churches.

Traveled across the Atlantic seven times during his career.

Travels of George Whitefield in the American Colonies
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The (First) Great Awakening.   Occurred in the American Colonies and England.

The work of Whitefield and Edwards laid the ground for evangelical Christianity in America.

Created the idea of a Christian revival.  

Jonathan Edwards:  “Sinner in the Hands of an Angry God.”
STRONG emphasis on a personal conversion experience.

Very strong emphasis on Calvinism.

Largely responsible for the “First Great Awakening” in the 1730’s, which was a wave of Christian revival.  George Whitefield was a part of this revival.

But…  Church attendance in the Americas, by the time of the revolution was quite low.  Hellfire and brimstone did not motivate people to go to church.
Nineteenth Century Developments

The Second Great Awakening

It was between 1800 and 1840 that America became a “Christian” country.

The Cane Ridge Revival  1801
Sponsored by Barton Stone of Stone/Campbell fame.

Tens of thousands traveled many days at a time to this open-air camp meeting.
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Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians all preached.

Many charismatic-like awakenings.

The Americanization of Christianity.
Suggestion:  America’s God by Mark Noll.

Early on Methodists, Baptists and Anglicans/Episcopalians were generally very skeptical of the Revolution.

It was mainly supported by deists, and non-churched people.

After 1800, Protestantism fully embraced the American idea.

America a chosen nation.

(Francis) Baconian and (John) Lockian empiricism and Scottish Common-sense philosophy. 

Very strong emphasis on individualism, a “personal relationship with God.”
Biblicism, personal conviction stressed.

Individual action and freedom highly valued.

The idea that Christianity is naturally aligned with Capitalism and Democracy.

For this reason, Calvinism was downplayed or even rejected.
I cannot improve on the summary of Mark Noll, and will quote him extensively here: 

Western Protestantism in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries was moving from establishment forms of religion, embedded in traditional, organic, premodern political economies, to individualized and affectional states, adapted to modernizing, rational and market-oriented societies. Theological manifestations of these changes can be described in several ways. They first reoriented specific beliefs: God was perceived less as transcendent and self-contained and more often as immanent and relational. Divine revelation was equated more simply with the Bible alone than with Scripture embedded in a self-conscious ecclesiastical tradition. The physical world created by God was more likely to be regarded as understandable, progressing, and malleable than as mysterious, inimical, and fixed. The theological method came to rely less on instinctive deference to inherited confessions and more on self-evident propositions organized by the scientific method.

The “winners” were Methodists, Baptists and Independent Christian/Restorationist groups.

Charles Finney (1792-1875)

The most influential theologian of this period.  

Produces what I call Happy Calvinism.

Denied Limited Atonement, but continued Calvinism.

A massively successful revivalist.  Created the “Burnt Over District” in upstate New York.

Created the idea of instantaneous conversion—not through some sort of process of God leading a person to a Methodist-like conversion experience.

Instantaneous conversion at the Mourner’s Bench.  

Here we see modern Evangelicalism almost fully formed.

On baptism:  The church has always felt it necessary to have something of this kind to answer this very purpose. In the days of the apostles, baptism answered this purpose… It held the place that the anxious seat does now as a public manifestation of their determination to be Christians.”

Wow!

During this period Christian churches were strongly associated with benevolent work.

They were politically to the left!!!

Universal education,  Orphanages and other aid to the poor, Abolitionism.
20th Century Developments

Billy Sunday (1862-1935) and the Sawdust Road.  
A former player for the Chicago Cubs.

The idea of the Revival, praying Jesus into your heart, instantaneous conversion, accepting Jesus became essential to Evangelicalism.
Evangelicalism becomes tied to Fundamentalism and the Political Right.

Before Billy Sunday and the late 19th century, evangelicalism was associated with political liberalism and progressive causes such as free education, care for the poor.  After Billy Sunday, Evangelicalism was associated with Fundamentalism and strongly conservative, anti-communist politics.
1950s and 1960s  The modern evangelical movement formed

Bill Bright and the Four Spiritual Laws.

1. God loves you and offers a wonderful plan for your life.

2. Man is sinful and separated from God. Therefore, he cannot know and experience God’s love and plan for his life.

3. Jesus Christ is God’s only provision for man’s sin. Through Him you can know and experience God’s love and plan for your life.

4. We must individually receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord; then we can know and experience God’s love and plan for our lives.

The Sinner’s Prayer:

“Lord Jesus I need you. Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins. I open the door of my life and receive You as my Savior and Lord. Thank You for forgiving my sins and giving me eternal life. Take control of the throne of my life. Make me the kind of person You want me to be.”

Billy Graham and the spread of Evangelicalism and easy believism.

By this time, happy Calvinism had produced the chief false doctrines of American and therefore world evangelicalism:

Faith-only salvation.  Salvation apart from works.

Easy believism.  All you have to do is believe.

Pray Jesus into your heart.

Confess Jesus as one’s personal Lord and Savior.

Baptism an “outward sign of an inward grace.”

Once saved, always saved.

The Stone/Campbell Movement: Reformation or Restoration?
Suggested Reading:

The Stone Campbell Movement  Garrett
Reviving the Ancient Faith  Richard Hughes
The Life of Alexander Campbell  Douglas Foster


The Restoration Movement  (Or is it a reformation movement?)    

Influences on the movement (especially on Thomas and Alexander Campbell)

Francis Bacon and inductive logic: the scientific approach to the facts of the Bible.

 John Locke: the Christian Philosopher

 The Scottish school of Common Sense Philosophy (Adam Smith, Thomas Reid, etc.)
 
The Seceder Presbyterians, the Haldanes, the Sandemanians and other radical restorationist sects.

The Brethren/Moravian Churches with their emphasis on piety. 

 James O’Kelly  Methodist.  Rejected organization and creed of Methodism.  Established independent congregations.  We are “Christians Only.” (1784)
He published six “Cardinal Principles of the Christian Church”:

1. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Head of the Christian church.

2. The name Christian should be used to exclude all party and sectarian names.

3. The Holy Bible or the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments is our only creed and a sufficient rule of faith and practice. 

4. Christian character or vital piety is the only test of church fellowship and membership.

5. The right of private judgment and the liberty of conscience are the privilege and duties of all.

6. The unity of all followers of Christ to the end that the world may believe.


 Created a movement of churches in western North Carolina, Kentucky called the Christian Connection.

 Rice Haggard.  More the theologian than O’Kelly.  
“In matters of faith, unity, in matters of opinion, liberality.”    
“One thing I know, that whenever nonessentials are made terms of communion, it will never fail to have a tendency to disunite and scatter the church of Christ.”  
Haggard later brought the Christian Connection into Stone’s movement.     
Barton W. Stone (1772-1844):   

Had a crisis over Calvinism.  Rejected double predestination.

At his ordination, Do you hold to the Westminister Confession?   “I do, as far as I see it consistent with the word of God.”   (in other words, no!)

Sponsored The Cane Ridge Revival.  1801.   Shaking in the Spirit.  Evangelical in nature.
Here he accepted the view that conversion can be a spontaneous and even sudden event, not requiring a drawn out religious experience. 

June 28, 1804   “The Last Will and Testament of the Springfield Presbytery.”

           Denounced human creed. The Bible only.
          To be Called Christian only.
          Local church government only.
          Freedom of conscience, charity on matters of opinion.

Strong millenial tendency.  The millennium is almost upon us.  Christianity to be the world religion.

These guys considered themselves reformers and uniters, not restorers.
Became convinced of the necessity of baptism for salvation, but held to this relatively weakly—would not make it a point of fellowship.  “We hold that not one of us in 500 has not been immersed.”

Thomas Campbell. (1763-1851)  Began as a Presbyterian (predestination).  Influenced by Haldane, seceder Presbyterians, Sandemanians.   Joined a reformist movement.  Moved to US 1807.

 Became disillusioned with the Presbyterianism.  Attempted to form an independent, non-denominational church.  


1809 Published the “Declaration and Address.”
1. A fervent call to Christian unity.

2. A strong condemnation of division among Christians.

3. Doctrinal differences not based on expressed New Testament teachings are the principal cause of division in Christianity.

4. A simple confession of faith, not agreed to a human creed, is all that is necessary to membership in a local church.

5. A desire to return to primitive church teaching and practice purity.

6. An appeal for love and understanding among believers.


Alexander Campbell.  1788-1866 Son  Very intellectual 

Joined Thomas from Scotland 1809
Like his father, decided to reject sectarian creed-based Christianity.

Believers only baptism 1812  

Formed Mahoning Baptist Association.  but never called themselves Baptists.  Called themselves Christians.

Campbell/Walker Debate 1820

Journal:  The Christian Baptist 1823

Changed to The Millennial Harbinger 1830   when he dissolved the Mahoning Baptist Association.  

Founded Bethany College 1840

1820’s an independent movement in Ohio, Pennsylvania

Walter Scott a very influential preacher. 
Did more to create the movement, perhaps, than Alexander Campbell.  A much more effective preacher.  First evangelist in the movement.

“Restored the gospel”  in 1827   The five step plan of salvation

Scotts: faith, repentance, baptism, remission of sins, Holy Spirit

CoC today: hear, believe, repent, confess, be baptized

The crowning event of the early years of the movement:

1824  Stone and Campbell met for the first time

1831   Decided to form a unified movement

Problems:

1.     Christian (Stonites)  or   Disciple (Campbellites)
2.  Emotional vs intellectual movements (preachers vs teachers)
3.     Teaching on baptism
4.     Ordination of ministers
5.  Doctrine of the Holy Spirit

Hermeneutics:

Alexander Campbell relied on Francis Bacon and Isaac Newton.  Believed we could use the scientific method to study the Bible.  Very solid hermeneutics, but sought the “facts” of the Bible.    

Command, Example and Necessary Demonstrations.

Where the Bible speaks, we speak, where the Bible is silent, we are silent

 Weak on principles. Tended toward legalism.

The turning point:    Were they a unity movement (a reformation) or a restoration movement?

Stone and Campbell favored reformation (example; the Christadelphians)

Walter Scott, Benjamin Franklin, Tolbert Fanning, David Lipscomb and others moved toward restoration.  Sought “the perfect pattern.”

Dominant influences in the movement:

The Colleges (Bethany College, David Lipscomb College, Harding, ACU) 
The Periodicals  (editor/bishops)  (The Millennial Harbinger, The American Christian Review, The Gospel Advocate, Firm Foundation, etc.)

These were forces for unity and for division

Causes of disunity:

Evangelism and inter-church organization (the Missionary Society) (are para-church organizations OK?)      (p 254 SCMovement)

The Civil War: pacifism, slavery, etc. (The Missionary Society supported the North)

The “instrument.”  Moses Lard: No preacher should enter a church where an organ stands.

 Daniel Sommer and David Lipscomb.  “Fathers” of the CoC.  Two fathers with a very different nature.

 1906 US Census acknowledged two separate groups:  The Church of Christ and the Christian Church/Disciples of Christ.

Northern churches allowed for organization, more liberal.  Became the Christian  Church and the Disciples of Christ

Southern churches fiercely independent, became Church of Christ
1906:  200,000 CoC  1,000,000 Christian Church/Disciples of Christ

1970:  2,000,000 in both groups.

No sense of history (very different from Campbell!!)
Very strong emphasis on congregational autonomy

Church government based on elders 

David Lipscomb (1831-1917)      “Father” of the Church of Christ”

Founder of Lipscomb University    Editor of the Gospel Advocate 1866-1917

Doctrinally oriented.   CoC became legalistically oriented.  Split over very minor issues  (one cup, instruments in churches, Sunday school, premillennialism, etc)  No issue too small to divide over.  

Daniel Sommer   Watchdog for the brotherhood.

Daniel Sommer was a militant who left a legacy of legalistic wrangling and 
divided congregations.

Sommer was determined to lead the faithful away from the larger body of Disciples of Christ, and he came to refer to those loyal to his own plea as the "Church of Christ," whereas all others were the "So-called Christian Church.

"In closing up this address and declaration, we state that we are impelled from a sense of duty to say, that all such innovations and corruptions to which we have referred, that after being admonished, and having had sufficient time for reflection, if they do not turn away from such abominations, that we can not and will not regard them as brethren." 
For the Christian Church/Disciples of Christ:  Two denominations by about 1950

Church of Christ:  Conservative
Christian Church:  Moderate
Disciples of Christ:  Liberal

Lessons to be learned:

Unity is difficult to maintain without strong hierarchical structure.
Separating essential matters from the non-essential is harder than we think.
 A movement without a strong hierarchical structure needs instruments to maintain unity.
Careful thinking about theology, church structure and history are required for long term growth and unity.
It is difficult to avoid overreacting to groups with whom we disagree.

Our Movement.
1960’s CoC began campus ministry movement and “campus chairs.”  and campus evangelism movement and annual Campus Evangelism seminar.

There was a very strong negative reaction in the CoC to this movement, especially because:

1. They incorporated methodology from the evangelical movement.

2. They emphasized the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of a Christian.

1967 Chuck Lucas campus Minister at Crossroads Church of Christ in Gainesville Fla.  Along with others in the campus ministry movement, he began to incorporate the methodology of  Campus Crusade, Intervarsity, and the Navigators.

Strong emphasis on commitment, evangelism.  Soul talks
Prayer partners, purity on dating—double dates

Crossroads grew rapidly.   275 members 1970  1000 members 1977

200+ baptisms in a single year
500+ students and 70 “Soul Talks.”

 Converted Kip McKean, Tom Brown, Sam Laing, etc….  By late 1970’s  sent out more than 50 campus ministers across Churches of Christ in US.  
Became known as the Crossroads Movement.  
The Florida Evangelism Seminar became a yearly unity meeting among the Crossroads Movement.

CoC known for Acts 2:38  Crossroads became known for Matt 28:18-20.

Persecuted by evangelicals on campus as schismatic and as a “cult”
Persecuted by mainstream CoC.  Many churches split.
Problem:   Existing Churches of Christ almost inevitably split over commitment, discipleship and evangelism.
Kip McKean fired from Southern Illinois, moved to Boston. The Lexington Church of Christ 1979  Only 30 members of a “dying” church.  

Convinced the elders Bob Gempel and Al Baird to create a  Disciple-only “sold out” churches.  
Rapid growth in Boston.

Created a new hermeneutic  “Where the Bible speaks, we are silent, where the Bible is silent we speak.”  Less legalistic than CoC.
Began “discipling partners” rather than prayer partners, with an ordered relationship.

1982  Began to plant churches and develop vision for world evangelism.  “The whole world in our generation.”

Rejected the church autonomy of CoC for Church cooperation and authoritative hierarchy.

Called people out of the mainstream CoC to join “God’s modern day movement.”

1987  Reconstructions and call for all in the “movement” to come under Boston and Kip.

First called the ICOC.  Also known as the “Boston Movement.”

McKean developed a highly authoritarian leadership style with World Sector Leaders, etc.

Downplayed the role of teacher and elder, declaring that there is one church in one city, led by a “lead evangelist.”
Such strong emphasis on the basics, failed to encourage deep biblical study by every member (like the Church of Christ).
Late 1990’s  100,000 members in 100+ countries.

Early 2000’s:  Very strong emphasis on “statistics.”

2001 McKean asked to step down as “World Evangelist” due to issues in his family

2003 Henry Kriete Letter, and collapse of the hierarchical ICOC structure.  Almost all American missionaries returned to the US.
2005 and beyond:  reconstruction of unity among churches, the unity letter, etc.

2006 Kip McKean disfellowshipped and forms the ICC as a “sold out” movement of God.

Thing to reject:

Legalism and works-orientation.

Strong hierarchical structure.

Lack of inclusion of elders, teachers.

Things to keep:

World vision.

Emphasis on evangelism.

Strong interchurch fellowship based on relationships.

Emphasis on personal discipleship.
20th Century Developments

1. Pentecostal and Charismatic movements

Evolved from the Holiness Movement within Methodism in the 1890s.

Wesley:  A first (justification) and a second (entire sanctification) conversion experience, the “second blessing.”

Methodist “come outers” wanted Methodism to return to its earlier, experiential second blessing.

“The Holiness and Pentecostal churches represented a conservative counterweight among the lower classes to the liberal thinking of the upper and middle classes.”
Q: What is the sign/evidence of this second blessing—this sanctification?

Some sought a charismatic second blessing experience.  They talked about a “third work.”  a “baptism of the Holy Spirit.  They began to use the word Pentecostal.

So, which experience is reproducible and available to all?

Answer: Speaking in tongues.  It is repeatable, trainable and sustainable (unlike healings, fainting, shouting, dancing, etc…)

The event which launched the Pentecostal Movement:

1906 Azusa Street Mission in downtown LA

Interracial

Little preaching

Spontaneous 

Speaking in tongues

Also shouting, dancing, rolling on the floor (holy rollers)

News spread like wildfire

Thousands came to LA to join in the revival

Spread rapidly, especially to the South.

Characteristics:

1. (obviously) Emphasis on speaking in tongues and the “baptism of the Holy Spirit.”

2. Very emotion-based, experience-based Christianity.

3. Salvation related to “baptism in the Holy Spirit.”

4. Early on, characterized by intense legalism.  No tobacco, chewing gum, jewelry, medicine, wearing neck-ties, pants for women, playing cards, etc.

5. Informality in worship and lay leadership.

5. Evangelistic.

Early divisions:

1.  Finished work (non-Methodist, Baptist-like, eliminated second work/sanctification)

Vs.

Third work (most Methodists)

Assemblies of God is a white Finished Work Pentecostal group (and therefore is not Arminian)

Finished Work (Calvinist):  Assemblies of God, Foursquare, Calvary Chapel, Vineyard
Non-Finished Work (Arminian)  Church of God in Christ, Church of God (Cleveland Tenn), 

2. Oneness Pentecostalism, “Jesus only” Pentecostalism

Teach there is only one person in the Godhead.  This is called Unitarianism or Modalism.

Baptize in the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38) only.

Pentecostal Assemblies of the World and the United Pentecostal Church.
20% of Pentecostals.  Tend more to radical separatist thinking.  

Pentecostals are very schismatic. In 1998 one church growth scholar counted 11,000 denominations of Pentecostals.

1948  The “Latter Rain” movement began in Saskatchewan, Canada. 

A revival of Pentecostalism.  

Began the practice of “laying on of hands” to impart specific individual gifts.

More gifts emphasized: for example healing and prophecy.

Generally rejected by nearly all Pentecostals as too radical and unbiblical.  But…

William Branham (1906-1965)

Invented the Faith Healing ministry.

Invented the “prayer line” of people coming up on stage for a public (and very likely bogus) “healing.”

1950 Claimed to heal King George of England (whom he never met and who died 1 year later)

Radio and Television ministries.  

Denounced by nearly all Pentecostal churches.

1956 Tax evasion scandal.

1965 Claimed to be Elijah reborn

Vehement segregationist.

Mentored Jim Jones (Jonestown)

Replaced by Oral Roberts

Paved the way for the Charismatic Movement.

1968 Converted to the Methodist Church.

Made Pentecostalism “mainstream” in America.

The first preacher of the Prosperity Gospel?

1960’s Charismatic movements broke out in nearly every Christian group in the US and Europe, including (especially) Catholics, especially speaking in tongues.
The “Jesus Movement in the 1970s was Charismatic.

Chuck Smith and Calvary Chapel.

Combined Pentecostal/Charismatic membership:

1945  16,000,000

1955  27,000,000

1965  50,000,000

1975  96,000,000

1985   247,000,000

1990   372,000,000

1995   460,000,000

2000   550,000,000

2020   644,000,000
This will soon, if not already, eclipse Roman Catholicism.  
Things we can learn from this group.

-spontaneous, less formal worship

-acknowledge the emotional aspect of Christianity

-reliance on lay leadership
Wish I had time to cover Christian Fundamentalism, Liberation Theology, Vatican II, Pope John Paul II, the Ecumenical Movement, Karl Barth, and the influence of Postmodernism on Christianity.
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