Christianity: The Basics
Or
Trust in God’s Plan of Salvation
In this lesson, I will be looking at the “Basics” of Christianity.  Here is the question before us:  What are the “essentials of Christianity?”  What are the beliefs that, if you hold to them and put them into practice you will surely be saved, or, if you do not believe them or do not put them into practice, you will be lost?

The list of “essentials” is very short!
We will start with theology and work toward doctrine.

We will take a historical perspective to illustrate where false theologies and false doctrine came in.
Our outline:
Trinity   Who is God?
Christology   Who is Jesus?
Soteriology   How is one saved?

I. Trinity
What is the nature of God?
Trinity is not a biblical word, but it is a concept supported by Scripture.
John 1:1      The Word was with God and the Word was God.
Well…  That is not logical!

Pete Chacon:  It is not logical, it is godgical.
And no analogy works (like ice, water, steam)

John 1:14  The Word became flesh.
Muslims accuse us of tritheism.
How do we explain a three-in-one God?  We do not.
Jesus, the one who walked on water, raised Lazarus, etc. is God.
It is a mystery  Colossians 1:25-27   Colossians 2:2-3

One thing for sure:  Monotheism is biblical!!!!
“There is no one like Yahweh our God." Exodus 8:10
"Yahweh, He is God; there is no other besides Him." Deuteronomy 4:35
"Yahweh, He is God in heaven above and on the earth below; there is no other." Deuteronomy 4:39
"See now that I, I am He, And there is no god besides Me" Deuteronomy 32:39
"Hear, O Israel! Yahweh is our God, Yahweh is one [echad]!" Deuteronomy 6:4
"You are great, O Lord God; for there is none like You, and there is no God besides You" 2 Samuel 7:22
"For who is God, besides Yahweh? And who is a rock, besides our God?" 2 Samuel 22:32
"Yahweh is God; there is no one else." 1 Kings 8:60
“…You are the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth..." 2 Kings 19:15
"O Lord, there is none like You, nor is there any God besides You" 1 Chronicles 17:20
"You alone are Yahweh." Nehemiah 9:6
"For who is God, but Yahweh? And who is a rock, except our God" Psalm 18:31
"You alone, Lord, are God." Isaiah 37:20
.  "Before Me there was no God formed, And there will be none after Me." Isaiah 43:10
"Is there any God besides Me, Or is there any other Rock? I know of none." Isaiah 44:8
"I am Yahweh, and there is no other; Besides Me there is no God." Isaiah 45:5
"Surely, God is with you, and there is none else, No other God." Isaiah 45:14
"I am Yahweh, and there is none else." Isaiah 45:18

Yeah, we already knew that the OT was monotheistic, but the New Testament does not talk about monotheism at all.    NOT…

"The foremost is, ‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one Lord; " Mark 12:29
"you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God?" John 5:44
"This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God" John 17:3
"since indeed God is one" Romans 3:30
"to the only wise God, Amen." Romans 16:27
"there is no God but one" 1 Corinthians 8:4
"yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him." 1 Corinthians 8:6
"There is one body and one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all." Ephesians 4:4-6
"You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder." James 2:19
"Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God" 1 Timothy 1:17
"For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus," 	1 Timothy 2:5
"the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen." Jude 25

Not all who claim to be Christians hold to this.

Ex: Early Christian heretical teaching about God:
Most, if not all of these heresies were attempts to rationalize the relation between Father and Son and the nature of Jesus.

Docetism:  Jesus only appeared to be human.  Gnostics had a similar belief.
Arianism:  Jesus was not divine—he was a created demigod
Modalism/Patripassianism/Unitarianism:   The “Father” the “Son” and the “Holy Spirit are different aspect of a single entity, appropriate to the situation.
Monophysitism:   One nature. Minimized Jesus’ humanity.  “God in a bod.”
Nestorianism:   Jesus virtually two persons:  one human and one divine.  Sought to emphasize the humanity of Jesus.

The first Christian to mention trinity was Tertullian, around AD 200

“The Father and the Son are different “not in condition, but in degree; not in substance, but in form; not in power, but in aspect”

The Nicene Creed: Written to oppose Arianism (there was a time when he was not)
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance (homoousios, of the same substance, consubstantial (as opposed to homoiousios: of a similar substance) with the Father, by whom all things were made.

Although we cannot “explain” trinity, we can defend it.
Bottom line, the trinity is a mystery.  We cannot defend it as a logical concept.

The “apologetics” of the trinity is that God became a man so that he could reach out to us—so that we could know Him.  It is about God’s love.

John 1:18  The only begotten Son made him known.

II. Christology.  Having settled the nature of God, the Church began to debate the nature of Christ.

The question involves his being God and, at the same time, appearing as a human.    To the ancients this was absurd!

How can God be a baby?
Can God get sick and get tired.
Who was taking care of the universe while God was a baby?
Did Jesus know he was God when he was 3 years old?
Let us establish Jesus’ deity and then explain his humanity

Jesus’ deity proved by innumerable scriptures. For example:

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 

John 8:56-58  Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad."   "You are not yet fifty years old," the Jews said to him, "and you have seen Abraham!"  "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!"  At this they picked up stones to stone him.

Col 2:9: For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form,

Jn 20:28    'My Lord and My God’

Isa 9:6 	For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given… And he will be called…  Mighty God… Prince of Peace.

History:  After many disputes by some only emphasizing his deity, and others so stressing his humanity as to make him two separate persons, the Council of Chalcedon decided:

“In agreement with the holy fathers we all unanimously teach that we should confess that our Lord Jesus Christ is one and the same Son; the same perfect in Godhead and the same perfect in manhood, truly God and truly man, the same of a rational soul and body; consubstantial with the Father in Godhead and the same consubstantial with us in manhood; like us in all things except sin; begotten of the Father before all ages as regards his Godhead and in the last days the same, for us and for our salvation, begotten of the Virgin Mary, the theotokos.    (ie fully God even at birth)

So far…
There is only one God
The Father is God
The Son is God
The Holy Spirit is God.
Jesus, the Son of God, is both perfectly God (the Son of God) and perfectly human (the son of man)

Only relatively late did the Church deal with the question of soteriology.

Early issues:    By the mid-third century, due to some believers who had apostasized coming back to the church, the church began to teach:

Baptism only covers sins committed before baptism.

Afterward baptism: Penance is required. (prayer, fasting,…)  Led, eventually to Purgatory, indulgences and more.   Thus entered works salvation.

Augustine:
Original Sin  (explained infant baptism)    Cyprian invented by Augustine expanded on it.
Total depravity
Monoergism/Predestination
Man pays no role in salvation

Sacramentalism  Salvation obtained through ritual overseen by the Church. Salvation, not in Christ, but in the church, through sacrament.

Augustine on free will:    “A man’s free will avails for nothing except to sin.”

[Thanks to Thomas Aquinas in the 13th century, the Roman Church rejected Augustine’s monergism, and accepted a kind of synergism]

The Reformation:
Martin Luther

We are saved by “faith alone.”

“Away with James… His authority is not great enough to cause me to abandon the doctrine of faith [alone] and to deviate from the authority of the other apostles and the entire Scripture.”  St. James’ epistle is really an epistle of straw, compared to these others (Romans, Galatians, John) for it has nothing of the nature of the gospel about it.”

Ulrich Zwingli  1484-1531
“Those individuals who end up damned forever in hell are also eternally determined by God for that fate.” 
Opposed baptismal regeneration.  Taught baptism is a symbol of what God has already done. An outward sign of an inward grace.

Calvinism:   TULIP
Total depravity
Unconditional election
Limited atonement    1 Tim 2:3-4  1 Jn 2:2
Irresistable grace
Perseverence of the saint  (once saved, always saved)   The whole book of Hebrews

19th Century   Evangelicalism and “Happy Calvinism.”

[Jacob Arminius   (1560-1609)

Opposed Reformed idea of predestination.
Believed that man can (and must) respond to God’s offer of grace.  Described “prevenient grace.”    Are we Arminian?

1800’s:
Charles Finney and “Happy Calvinism.”
Rejects limited atonement, but retains Calvinism.

Mourner’s Bench/Anxious Seat and instantaneous conversion at a revival

Finney said, and I quote:    The church has always felt it necessary to have something of this kind to answer this very purpose. In the days of the apostles, baptism answered this purpose… It held the place that the anxious seat does now as a public manifestation of their determination to be Christians.

Billy Sunday    Sinner’s prayer

Bill Bright and Billy Graham:   The Four Spiritual Laws

Easy believism, praying Jesus into your heart.  Accepting Jesus.  No call to discipleship, repentance, and baptism.
Baptism merely “an outward sign of an inward grace.”
Once saved, always saved.

What does the Bible teach?  What is the correct soteriology?
So, how are we saved?
1. By the blood of Jesus!  Romans 3:23-24

2. By grace through faith, not by works.   Eph 2:8-9

2. But not apart from works.  James 2:20-24  Non-working faith is also non-saving faith.

OK, now the correct doctrine:   Biblically, when are we saved?

1.  After lordship.  Matthew 28:18, Acts 2:36
2. After repentance.  Acts 2:38
3. We are saved when we are baptized into Christ.   Gal 3:26-27
Romans 6:1-7   If we have been united with him in his death…

These are non-negotiable, salvation-issue truths!
Q: What is the most common word or words used to describe a saved person in the New Testament?  Christian? Disciple? Saved? Forgiven?  No!  It is In Christ.  164 times

And we are baptized into Christ.
We do not believe into Christ.
We do not repent into Christ.
We do not pray into Christ.
We do not confess into Christ.

Some  people say that baptism cannot be needed for salvation because it is a work of man.
Repentance is something we do.
Baptism is something done to us.
Ex:  Jewish baptisms (baptize yourself) vs Christian baptisms (are baptized)

So what is baptism?  It is when you are saved.
Analogy:  marriage.  Why a wedding ceremony?  Because we need to know when we have passed from not married, not in a covenant relationship, not “allowed” to have sex, to married.
Marriage:  Love is the key.  Commitment is the key.
Salvation:  Faith is the key.  Discipleship is the key.  But baptism is when.

Last example:  Acts 22:
When was Paul saved/forgiven?
When he believed?  v. 8
When he repented?  v. 9
When he declared Jesus Lord? v.10
When he obeyed?  v. 11

No! When he was baptized! v. 16  Wash your sins away…

Summary:
The “essentials” of Christianity:
1. There is one God who is manifest as three “persons”:        Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
2. Jesus is both perfectly God and, at the incarnation,  perfectly human.
3. Salvation is by grace, through faith, apart from works.  But faith which does not work is not saving faith.
4. We are saved after discipleship/lordship, and repentance.
5. We are saved when we are baptized (immersed) into Christ.
That’s it!!!






