John IX  The Resurrection: We Should Have Known
Today is what is known to the world as Easter.  Some call it Resurrection Day.
Today we celebrate the greatest event in human history. The Resurrection.
Or maybe the second greatest event.  Maybe we should nominate the Incarnation as the greatest event in history.
Which brings us to our theme Scripture from John
John 1:1-2, 14   In the beginning was the Word.  The Word was with God.  The Word was God.  He was with God [the Father] in the beginning.
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
We could not see God.  We could not go to God because God is holy and we definitely are not.
So God came near.  God came in human flesh.  God was incarnated, and we beheld his glory—the glory of the one and only Son of God.
John 1:18  No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God, and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.
We could not become like God, so God became like us.  He suffered in every way like we do so that he could be our high priest—that he can represent us to the Father.
But the Son called us to give glory to God, to repent of our sins, to be like God, and a lot of us did not appreciate that at all.  Because of sin, because of jealousy, because of our idolatry, because of our pleasure-seeking, we decided to reject the Son, and to have him killed.  When Pilate asked us what to do with him, we said, “Crucify him, Crucify him.”  We said “Let his blood be on us and on our children.”
So Jesus was taken away, tortured, beaten and crucified.   That was Friday.
Which brings us to our sermon: Today is Sunday. Today is the third day.  We should have known it was coming!
1 Cor 15:1-8   The Gospel.
v. 2 This Gospel, the message of the birth, life, death and resurrection of the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth will save you, if you hold on to it firmly to the end.  
How are you doing at that?  Are you holding on to the gospel firmly?  Or are you distracted, looking at the things of the world.  Are you holding on to the gospel loosely.  Let me propose the antidote.  Listen to this message of the resurrection.
15:3 The Messiah—Jesus of Nazareth—died according to the Scriptures.
Sure.  Psalm 22:16-18  They have pierced my hands and my feet.
Zechariah 12:10  They will look on the one they have pierced.  They will mourn for the death of an only child.
Isaiah 53:5-8   Pierced, crushed, led to the slaughter, taken away, cut off from the land of the living.
But also, there is 1 Cor 15:4 … that he was buried and raised from the dead on the third day according to the Scriptures.
Really?  Where is that prophecy? 
Genesis 22:1-8  v. 4 On the third day, Abraham received is one and only son from death. Coincidence? (Hebrews 11:19 Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from death on the third day.
Esther 4:15-5:2  Esther decided to lay down her life. On the third day Esther rose up and pleaded with the king, saving Israel from death.  5:1 “If I perish, I perish.”
Hosea 6:2  In the third day he will restore us.
Jonah 1:12-17, 2:10 
v. 12 Jonah willingly gave up his life to save the Gentiles from death.
v. 12 Jonah takes responsibility for the sin.
v. 15 They kill him.
v. 17, 2:10 On the third day, he was raised from the dead and vomited out onto dry land. (Matthew 12:40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.}

John 2:19 Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days)
So, we have five prophecies of a resurrection from the dead on the third day.
Let’s go to John 20 to see these prophecies fulfilled.
As prophesied, Jesus has been killed by the most brutal and shameful means of execution known to mankind.  The disciples are in hiding, in fear that they, too will be arrested and executed.  Their vision of a restored kingdom of God: Shattered!
Their hope in Jesus as Messiah and Lord!   Gone!
Their faith?  Devasted and on the brink of extinction.  It needed a resurrection!
But, based on the above prophecies, they should have known!
John 20:1-10
Early on the first day of the week—Sunday—which is the third day from the Seder meal and the third day from the death of Christ. This is the Day of Firstfruits, and Christ is the firstfruits from the dead (1 Cor 15:20-23, where Jesus is called the “firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” and “Christ, the firstfruits” to be made alive.
Mary Magdalene (and the other Mary and Salome Mark 16:1) is bringing spices to anoint the body. She is completely shocked to see the massive stone rolled away.  She is the first to see the empty tomb, and, below, she is the first to witness the risen Christ.
Is she going to the tomb hopeful to see evidence of resurrection?  Or is this wealthy woman from Magdala—just down the lakeshore from Capernaum—there in mourning for the death of her hero?  When she finds Peter and “the disciple whom Jesus loved” (John, who leaned on Jesus’ breast John 13:25 on at the Last Supper) she says, v. 2  They have taken his body.  This proves it was the latter.  Like the others, she was clueless about the prophecies of the resurrection on the third day.
v. 3-5  John, in humility, points out that he beat Peter in this race.
v. 6  But, typically, Peter is the bold and impulsive one barges into the tomb.
v. 8  Peter and John finally believed.   Jesus, if he were there, would have gone   shesh…   FINALLY    Water to wine, bread and fishes, healing the disabled, healing the blind, and raising Lazarus from the dead were not enough.  FINALLY, they believe!!!!                       Q: Is that you? Do you believe?
John 20:11-18  Jesus appears to Mary from Magdala.
She is crying.  Apparently, unlike Peter and John, she does not yet believe!
She sees two angels.
Why are you crying? 
v. 14  Jesus makes his first post-resurrection appearance to Mary.
He says “Mary.”  Like Jesus said in John 10:4  The sheep know His voice.  She recognizes his voice.              Q: Do you know his voice?
Rabboni!  Teacher.
With Mary on this Resurrection Day, we cry out:  Teacher!!!  It is you!!!
John 20:19-23    Jesus appears to his disciples (sans Thomas) in the evening.  Several (12?) hours later.  By this time, Peter and John have told them that the tomb was empty.
Unlike Peter and John, they still do not believe, as the doors are still locked for fear of the Jews.
Mary Magdalene had already told them that she saw the Lord, but they STILL do not believe!!!
Jesus appears and says, “Peace.”  And he gives them the Holy Spirit.
This is the resurrection message:  Peace.  Peace with God!
This brings me back to the shepherds on the evening of his birth, to whom the angels said,  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and for those of you who are on the earth, Peace to those on whom his favor rests.” (Luke 2:14)
I say to you Peace!!!  Christ has risen from the dead.  You are no longer at war with God.  In baptism, you have risen with Christ!  Your old self is crucified with him.  
John 20:24-29  Thomas the twin still doubts!!!!
What will it take for you to simply believe?  If the resurrection of Lazarus is not enough for you, is the empty tomb not enough for you?  What will it take for you to believe?
Thomas:  “Unless I see and touch… I will not believe.”
I pray you are not as unwilling to believe as Thomas was.
v. 26 But… one week later, the ever-patient, ever-merciful, ever-loving Jesus appears to Thomas.
Touch the side where the javelin was thrust into my side.
v. 28 Thomas finally believes!!!!
This is where the gospel of John ends.  This is where every successful spiritual journey ends.   When you finally and truly believe in the risen Christ. 
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, so that anyone who earnestly, completely, and faithfully, trusting in all God’s promises, prepared to do the works God requires, believes will not perish.
Will experience the peace which passes understanding.
Will experience resurrection power in their lives.
“Because you have believed”
John 20:30-31  Jesus did innumerable other miracles.  
John is asking you today.  Do you believe?  Do you believe in the resurrected Christ?   Will you come to him in faith?  Faith sufficient to make him Lord of your life, to repent of your sins and to be baptized into Christ?
If so, then the message to you today is this:  Peace!
Back to 1 Cor 15:2  By this gospel you are saved.  We are only saved by this gospel.  Have you believed this gospel?  Have you obeyed this gospel?  Have you repented and been baptized into Christ?  Are you holding to it firmly?
If so, then, like Jonah, you can die to the sin that clings so closely.
Finish: 1 Cor 15:50-57
Lord’s Supper
Today we are celebrating? the death of Jesus on the cross.  No, not exactly.  We are mourning that the Son had to die.  Why? Because of our sins.
But thanks be to God, the story did not end there.  No!  That was Friday.
1 Cor 15:12-23
He died for you.  But he was also raised for you.   v. 22 In Christ all will be made alive.
Today as we take the bread and the wine, let’s remember Friday—a day of suffering, and death and mourning.
But let’s also remember Sunday.  Resurrection day.
