John XIV  Glorifying the King

John 1:14  The Word became…

John:  Jesus is the Messiah based on his miracles and his statements about himself.

Last week:  I AM statement #5  I AM the resurrection and the life.

Last week:  Miracle #7  The raising of Lazarus.

After witnessing this great event, in which Jesus proved his right to claim to be The Resurrection and the Life, we are asked a simple question:  Do you believe.

Hopefully, with Martha, all of us can say, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is come into the world.”
Can I get an Amen?

Jesus says “Move the stone.”
Mary says, “But Lord, by now there is a bad odor.”
Jesus says, “Lazarus come out.”

Like Lazarus, we too were dead in our sins.   We, too, were stinking to high heaven.  But Jesus says to us:  ___________    __________  come out!

Do you believe?

John 12. A transition. Last chapter in “The Book of Signs.”  The beginning of “The Book of the Passion.”  The signs are now completed, but the passion narrative has not quite started.  This is the Passion Week.

1. During this chapter we enter Jerusalem.
2. The public ministry of Jesus comes to an end.
3. The “Book of Signs” ends and the “Book of the Passion” begins

Theme of John 12:  The glorification of the king

1. His anointing.
2. His triumphal entry.
3. God to Jesus:  I will glorify your name
4. Jesus: I will be “lifted up.”

John 12:1-8   Six days before the Passover.  This is probably Saturday evening of  the Passion week. Tomorrow is “Palm Sunday

Jesus is anointed and prepared for burial by Mary.  
BTW the word anointed = Messiah

Is she aware of the implication—that this is an anointing for his burial (which one normally does not do while one is alive, BTW)?  I do not know, but this has to be an extremely emotional event for both Mary and Jesus.

v. 4  Judas the betrayer complains, “What a waste of money.”  That “pure nard” cost $30,000 (300 denarii, a year’s wages).    His response seems logical, does it not?

Q: Can we be too generous toward Jesus and toward his church?

We have a special mission contribution coming up in late June.  Can we be too generous toward world missions?  Have you been saving up so you can contribute to mission work here and in Haiti?

What is Aolani doing here?  And what about Cassie?  Why would anyone interrupt their life to devote a huge chunk to serving the Kingdom of God?   Why would anyone pour $30,000 of pure nard out on Jesus’ feet?

What about Brianna putting in so much work for our Instagram.

You are too committed.  You are too zealous.  Aren’t you going to save for your retirement?

In our midweek class on the purpose of the Church we learned that its purpose was to give glory to God.  Does feeding the poor accomplish this?  Yes, but our own zealous decisions to give all to Jesus does so even more.

v. 7-8 Jesus: “Leave her alone.”

Better:  How about encouraging her and saying “good job, Martha.”

Jesus to us:  Do you want to quench the zeal of your most zealous disciple?

John 12:9-11, 17-19   Here is what is going on behind the scene.   The raising of Lazarus has everyone’s attention.  You would think so!!!!!
The chief priests:  We gotta take this guy out!!!
v. 17-18 Lazarus is causing troubles for Jesus.  The raising of Lazarus is very much in the air and everyone knows it.  Bethany is less than two miles from Jerusalem.  Today it is within Jerusalem.

John 12:12-16  The passion story begins as Jesus enters Jerusalem.

The scene of Jesus entering Jerusalem is similar to the crowds who welcomed Simon Maccabeus into Jerusalem with shouts of praise and waving palm branches after he triumphed over Antiochus Epiphanes and the Greek conquerors.  (1 Maccabees 13:51)

Crowd shouts Hosannah (save us now)  Sounds like Psalm 118:22-26, a psalm which was read at Passover.   The crowd is hailing Jesus as king and Messiah.  Their political deliverer.

Jesus rides in on a donkey.  Warriors ride in on horses.  He comes in peace, not as a conquering king.

Irony:  He will be made king and he will be glorified, but not how the people think.

v. 16 “Only after Jesus was glorified…”  (executed, resurrected and ascended)

12:19  irony  The whole world has gone after him(prophetic).

John 12:20-36  Glorifying the King!!!  v. 20  Philip is the only apostle with a Greek name.  He speaks Greek.    I ha0076seee no idea why John included this little detail.  But it shows us that the writer is, indeed the apostle John.

12:23  The hour has come for me to be glorified—lifted up.  The time is here.  The stage is set.  All is prepared.  No turning back now.     This leads to 12:24

How will Jesus be glorified?  By dying!

How can God glorify us?  By us dying to self.

12:24-26  The closest to a parable in John.  Living for Jesus is like a grain of wheat which dies, and therefore produces much fruit.  Jesus is obviously talking about himself, but he is also talking about us.   “Hate your life” (v. 25) = willing to die for Jesus.

Glorification through death.

Q:  Do you love your life (more than you love Jesus)”

Pause here…..

Then you will lose it.
Do you want your life to produce a crop for eternity? They you, like Jesus, must die to self.

v. 26  Where I am my servant also will be.

So, where is Jesus?       On a cross, in a tomb, raised from the dead, seated at the right hand of God.

Jesus wants to bring you with him into the very presence of God, but you have to go with him to the cross first.  That is how it works!!!

Then he will take you to God’s right hand!

v. 27  This is reminiscent of the scene in the Garden.

v. 28  Even Jesus needs some reassurance in his humanity.

God: “I have glorified it and I will glorify it.”

There is that theme again and again…  glorify.  This is that word again:  doxa   Glory, honor, splendor, shining forth…   magnificence, excellence, preeminence, dignity, grace

Jesus: This is for your sake, not mine.  I am skeptical on that!!!

John 12:32.  I, when I have been lifted up… will draw all men to myself.  Double or ever triple meaning here.   
On the cross, 
resurrection, 
ascension, 
When we lift up Jesus as we share about him.
Q: Will you lift Jesus up?  Will you tell people the message of the cross?
v. 34  The crowd:  Huh…???   What are you talking about, Jesus?
v. 36  Jesus slips out of Jerusalem for the night, back to Bethany.
John 12:37-43   The people are talking…
v. 41  Isaiah saw Jesus’ glory.  Do you?
Did you hear about Lazarus?    Yeah.   Crazy, huh?
Do you think he could be the one?
Only the Messiah could raise someone on the fourth day.
No way!  He is no conquering king!  He is a Nazarene.  He is from Galilee.  Everyone knows that no prophet ever came from Galilee.
But did you hear him speak?  He confounded the teachers of the Law.
No way.  Besides, the Pharisees have already said that anyone who joins that Way will be kicked out of the Synagogue.
Oh… Never mind.
Yeah, but could he be the Messiah?  Who else could work such wonders and signs?
John 12:44-50  In v. 36 “Jesus left and hid himself.   V. 44  Jesus pops out.  Guys!   I am right here!  Let me answer your questions.
God/Jesus has a way of popping up at those embarrassing moments.
v. 44-45  Let me clear it up for you: Seeing me is seeing God.  What are you going to do with this?
v. 46  I am the light of the world.  Don’t believe it?  Ask the man born blind.
Let me put it to you in plain Aramaic:
“If anyone hears my words…
Here is where the rubber meets the road, so to speak…
John 12:47-49  You have a judge and that judge is in your hands right now!  The Bible.
Ignorance is no excuse.
Q: What will you do with Jesus?  What will you do with his words?
Do you believe?  Will you “hold to his teachings?”
Summary:
You cannot be too extravagant in your glorification of King Jesus.
King Jesus has come to Jerusalem.  God will glorify his Son Jesus:  On the cross, by resurrecting him from the dead, and by his ascension to the Father’s side.
Here is the question for us:  Will you glorify Jesus by lifting him up?
In order to bear fruit, a grain of wheat must die.  Glorification through dying.  For us: Do you love your life too much to die for Christ?
And remember, you have a judge, and that judge is the Words of Jesus—It is the Words of God.   Are you holding to the teachings of Jesus?
