John XV   John Ch 13    Jesus Shows His Love

Review:
John 12. A transition. Last chapter in “The Book of Signs.”   The passion narrative  starts.

1. During this chapter we enter Jerusalem.
2. The public ministry of Jesus comes to an end.
3. The “Book of Signs” ends and the “Book of the Passion” begins

Theme of John 12:  The glorification of the king

1. His anointing as Messiah by Mary.
2. His triumphal entry.
3. God to Jesus:  I will glorify your name
4. Jesus: I, when I am “lifted up.”

John 12:1-8   Jesus is being prepared for burial by Mary—anointing him as Messiah.

12:12-16  The passion story begins as Jesus enters Jerusalem.  On Palm Sunday.

Jesus rides in on a donkey.  Warriors ride in on horses.  He comes in peace on a young donkey, not as a conquering king.

John 12:24 Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed, but if it dies, it produces many seeds.

Jesus is obviously talking about himself, but he is also talking about us.   

Do you want your life to produce a crop for eternity? They you, like Jesus, must die to self.

John 12:32.  I, when I have been lifted up… will draw all men to myself.  Double or ever triple meaning here.   
On the cross, 
resurrection, 
ascension, 
us lifting him up.      Have you been lifting Jesus up?

John 13:1-17 Jesus shows his love

“Just before Passover.”  Jesus will not survive this Passover.  He will die on the eve of the Passover as a Passover lamb.  And he knows that “his hour has come.”

John 13:1 He loved them “to the end” can mean he utterly loved them or right up until the bitter chronological end—his death.   Again, a double-meaning, typical of John.
He also loved them to the end/utmost.

v. 2  The evening meal was in progress.  Fascinating that John does not describe the Last Supper—at least not the part about the wine and bread given for us.

Jesus will be arrested tonight, will be tortured and executed in the most humiliating and excruciating possible way.  So…  What is he doing?   What would you be doing?

Washing their dirty feet.

Notice v. 3   Jesus knew that he was the Lord and Master of all—that he had come from God and was returning to his right hand.  So, logically, what does he do?

He puts himself in the lowest position—that of a slave/servant.

Foot-washing was the job of the lowly servants in prosperous homes.

Myself:  I am tired, emotionally drained, financially stretched, near the end of my rope.  So, what should I do?  Keep serving.

I don’t feel well, I am having health issues, I have some financial issues going on.  I am in a stressful situation with a family member.  What should I do?  Go out and serve someone.

This aspect of Jesus is so familiar, we may be tempted to take it for granted.

Can you image Shawn “Diddy” Combes or Michael Jordan or Taylor Swift of Donald Trump or, to be politically neutral, Barack Obama doing this?

Jesus does this deliberately, dramatically and slowly.  The whole room is silent.  What is he doing?????  No way!
But if you think about it, this is typical Jesus.  Overturning social norms.

Did they appreciate it at the time?  Sure.  But what about later on???

Peter:  Are you going to wash my feet?
Jesus:  Yeah.  Duhhhh.  What did you think—that I was going to skip you?

v. 8  Peter:  No way, Lord.  Q: Is this because 
1. He is too prideful to have his feet washed, or 
2. Is it because he is so unselfish, he does not expect someone else to wash his feet?  No, Jesus, I got it.     Or 
3. Is it because he has a worldly idea of what it means to be a leader?

I say option 3.  You shall never wash my feet!  Lords don’t do this sort of thing.

v. 8  Unless I wash your feet, you have no part in me.
Why did Jesus say this?

My answer:  Peter:  If you do not get what I am saying about being a servant-leader, you are disqualified from leading my people.  Indeed, you are not going to be part of the kingdom.

Note that Peter may not have needed to have his feet washed, but he needed to “get” the point Jesus is making here.  He needs to let himself be served.

Acts 20: 35     It is more blessed to give than to receive.
True?
But, in order for someone to give, someone else must receive.  Are you one of this who does not like to be served by others—to be in debt to those who serve you?

Ex:  Michael doing the edging on my lawn.

v. 12 Do you guys understand the significance of what I just did?
Probably they already “got it.”   This was not subtle or enigmatic.

13:13 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.
v. 15  I have set you an example.  On the night he was betrayed, Jesus is still teaching and training his apostles.

Application:   So, should we have foot-washings going on here?  No!

What will be the application for you?

Offer a ride.  Offer to clean the Poblete’s carpet, offer to fix Flo’s brakes.  Start a new benevolent program.    Take initiative and help with our worship ministry.

Break:  Discuss with your neighbor something you can do to put this into practice.

John 13:18-30    We are going to skim this section, because it was covered in the other gospels.  But…  a couple of points:

v. 18-22  One of you will betray me.   Jesus is totally in control—totally aware of exactly what is happening.

v. 23-24  The disciple Jesus loved most affectionately of the twelve  (John) leans on Jesus breast.  Note the affection among the apostles.

v. 26 Q: How did Judas get here?   John 12:6  He was a thief.
Judas was a true, devoted disciple of Jesus.  What happened?

1. He borrowed a couple denarii from the purse for personal needs, but told no one and returned it a couple weeks later.

2. He borrowed a couple denarii from the purse for personal needs, but told no one, and returned 1.5 denarii a few weeks later.

3. He flat-out took 5 denarii from the purse, and used it to enrich himself.  He started planning how he could turn the donation pool into a financial opportunity

4. He betrayed Jesus in order to incite him to rebel against Rome in order for him to become king (and Judas to be carried along)

He could have stopped this progression at any point in this progression.

The solution:  Be open at the level of temptation.   Or if not, at the level of sin.  It gets harder and harder.

v. 30   and Judas leaves to betray Jesus. 

John 13:31-35   

v. 31-32   The theme of glorifying again.  Jesus will be glorified “at once” (ie the next day on the cross)   doxa   5 times in two sentences.    Glorified  Glory, honor, splendor, shining forth…   magnificence, excellence, preeminence, dignity, grace

How?  By dying in the most undignified, least magnificent, shameful possible manner—on a cross.

Jesus showed up the powers and authorities of the world.  He overcame them on the cross.  Colossians 2:15.    
As Richard Rogers put it:  The way up is down.  Do you get this?  What is honorable in the world is shameful in God’s kingdom, and what is honorable in the kingdom of God is shameful to the world.  This is our triumph.  This is our overcoming!

I love v. 33  “Little children…” I love the intimacy of this.  We are Jesus’ friends (Jn 15:15) We are his family.  We are his “little children.”

Therefore….   In view of this…

John 13:34   Jesus’ New command:  Love one another.  How? “As I have loved you.”      Hadn’t God commanded people to love our neighbor as ourselves before?
Sure.  Leviticus 19:18   

So, how is this commandment to love one another new?  “As I have loved you.”

Well, how did he love us?   By dying for us.  By giving his life for us.  And at the end, also giving his death for us.   By presenting his body as a living sacrifice.  And by presenting his body as a dying sacrifice.

Ours is a sacrificial love.
Ours is a foot-washing love.
Ours is a counter-cultural love.
Ours is an idealistic love—one we aspire to, but will never quite reach.
Ours is a love that overcomes the world.
Ours is a love which lifts up Jesus.
Ours is a love that tells the world:  This is a group of disciples of Jesus.
If there is anything which distinguishes us from the world, it may not necessarily be our relative purity of life.  It is our Jesus-like love for one another.
It is the ultimate mark of discipleship to the world.

By this “everyone.”  Even the God-haters will know something is going on here.  

Tertullian to the world AD 197  “See how they love one another.”

So, let’s get busy loving one another.  How?  By giving our very lives to one another.

John 13:36-38

v. 36  What did Peter pick up on?  Not the admonition to love one another, but the fact that Jesus was leaving.
Jesus:  Arrghhh   You still don’t get it???!!!!     You cannot come there now, but you will later on (which proved to be true, as it is recorded that Peter was crucified upside down.

I will follow you to the gates of Hell, Jesus.  Jesus:  Well, today will not be a great day for you, Peter.

John 13:38  You will deny me three times.

Three points today:

Let us follow Jesus’ example, and let us “wash one another’s feet.”

Jesus is glorified through the most shameful, undignified, unglorious act possible—death on a cross.

We have been given a “New Commandment”   Let us love one another as Jesus loved us.  Let us lay down our lives for one another.
