Mary: A Mother’s Heart

Purpose:  To reveal the heart of Jesus through his relationship with women in general, and his mother Mary in particular, as revealed in the Book of Luke.

In Matthew, Jesus is revealed as Messiah through fulfillment of messianic prophecy and through his fulfillment of the Law of Moses.
In Mark, Jesus is revealed as the powerful Messiah who ushers in the Kingdom of God.
In John, Jesus is revealed as Messiah through his miracles and his sayings about himself.
In Luke, Jesus is revealed as Messiah through his fulfilling the messianic pattern in his earthly ministry—especially in his ministry to outsiders, the poor, “sinners”,  Samaritans, and, most especially to women.   (we will see this in Luke 4 later)

In the book of Luke (and I assume in reality, as it is inspired) in Jesus’ ministry the women are always “good guys” and the men, by comparison in context, are always the “bad guys.”   Why is this?   Is this because men are worse?    Is it because women, as a whole, exemplify  more godly qualities?

Just this week, Austin asked why Jesus was so “soft” on the woman caught in adultery?  Answer: because the biggest sin problem, by far, was in the men, who
1. Only brought the woman, not the man.  Implication: it is the woman’s fault!!!
2. Were using her as a pawn to get to Jesus.  They were completely heartless!!!

I have heard   “Jesus was a man’s man.”    Do you agree with this?  

Luke gives prominence and respect to women.  He lists 13 women in Jesus’ life not mentioned in the other three gospels.

Elizabeth (Mary’s sister)
[Mary]
Ana
Widow of Nain Luke 7:12-15
Woman who anoints Jesus’ feet   Luke 7:36-50
Women who supported Jesus financially   Luke 8:1-3
Woman healed of bleeding   Luke 8:43-48
[Mary and Martha   Luke 10:38-42]
Crippled woman “daughter” of Abraham healed on the Sabbath Luke 13:10-17
The poor widow   Luke 21:1-4
Daughters of Jerusalem lament the death of Jesus  Luke 23:27-31
Women the chief witnesses and comforters of Jesus at the crucifixion   Luke 23:49
Women were the first to witness the resurrection Luke 23:55-24:11

This is not just in Luke.   John 8 and woman caught in adultery.   John 4 Samaritan woman.  Mary and Martha, sisters of Lazarus.

But we are going to look at Mary.

Birth of Jesus.      Here we see emphasized Luke’s theme of the upside down kingdom of God.  Of turnaround.

Facts about Mary:
1. She was very young.
2. She was female.
3. She was poor.
4. She was defenseless and vulnerable

What does God say to her?   Luke 1:26-28.  Talk about a turnaround!  
1. You are highly favored.   (Imagine that!!!)
2. God is with you.        Talk about good news.

In God’s kingdom the poor, weak, female, defenseless and vulnerable are highly favored.

Q: Why is Mary “highly favored” of God?   Let’s see:

v. 29-34    
v. 29 Mary was greatly troubled.  I can see why!  This is very unusual.

OK. So I am going to get pregnant.
But think about it.  What is the good news?   You will be pregnant.   You will be the object of scorn and great shame, and, almost certainly, your betrothed will put you away.   Your life in Jewish society is OVER!

I would have said:  You are crazy!  Stop talking this way!

Mary’s amazing response:
Luke 1:35-38  I am the Lord’s Servant.  May it be to me as you have said.

Q: Is that your heart toward God’s will in your life?

Luke 1:39-45  
A great memory verse  Luke 1:45   “Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished.”

What has the Lord said to you?
I will not leave you or forsake you.   Heb 13:5
I will be with you always, to the end of the age.   Matthew 28:20
In due time, you will reap a harvest if you do not give up    Gal 6:9
The one who believes in me will live, even though he dies. John 11:25

Luke 1:46-53 (esp 51-53)  (Mary’s song) He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
	 	He has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts
		He has brought down the rulers from their thrones
		but has lifted up the humble
		He has filled the hungry with good things
		but has sent the rich away empty.

The theme of Luke announced:  Jesus is savior 

But, remember, some of what God said to Mary that will be accomplished is not exactly happy happy stuff!

All those who seek to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted (2 Tim 3:12)
I have not come to bring peace but a sword. For I have come to turn a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household (Matth 10:34-35)  (not a very good Mother’s day passage )
In this world you will have trouble. (John 16:33)

Luke 2:8-11,19 Mary pondered this in her heart.   These are some ominous things.  What does this mean about my son?

Mary’s response:  I am the Lord’s servant, may it be as you have said.

Jesus is presented at the temple on the 8th day      Simeon gives a speech:
Luke 2:33-35   A sword will pierce your own heart too.    

Mary’s response: I am the Lord’s servant, may it be as you have said.

Luke 2:41-51  Mary very worried about her son.  She treasured all these things in her heart.  What is going to happen to my son?   Remember, she is a mother!
I am the Lord’s servant, may it be as you have said.
Luke 4:14-30   
Here we have the content of (for Luke) Jesus’ first public sermon. 
  
Q: What would be the subject of Jesus’ first public sermon?

His message, His good news, his salvation:  (quoting Isaiah 61:1-2)
1.  Good news for the poor (in spirit?)
2.  Freedom for (spiritual) prisoners      Q: How has God freed you?
3.  Healing for the (spiritually) sick.      Q: How has God healed you?
4.  Release the (spiritually) oppressed.      Q: What oppression has God freed you from?
5.  The favor of the Lord.      Q: How has God shown you favor?

Q:  Which is most important to you?

 This is an excellent summary of Luke’s picture of Jesus.

v. 28-30  At this point Mary knows exactly where this is headed.  Her son will be killed.  How was she feeling?
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John 19:25-27   Dear woman, here is your son.  And to the disciple [John] Here is your mother.
For years, Mary had pondered this in her heart. Now it is done.
Like Abraham, who was willing to give up his one and only son on Mt. Moriah, Mary was willing to give up her favored son.

Mary’s response: 
I am the Lord’s servant, may it be as you have said.

Acts 1:14  and Mary, the mother of Jesus was with the disciples.
This is just seven weeks after watching the traumatic execution of her son.
Mary is with the disciples.  She is ready to take the word of her son to the ends of the world 1:8
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