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Our Outline:
What is the Church?
The Church and the Kingdom of God
The Purpose of the Church
The Life of the Church

What is the Church?

1. The Church is the Bride of Christ.  Eph 5
2. The Church is the Body of Christ.  Coll 1
3. The Church is the Family of God.
4. The Church is where the Holy Spirit Dwells.

Note:
The word “church”  ekklesia  the assembly/called out   has two meanings in the Bible
1. The esoteric thing which Christ died in order to create and to love.  The thing to which all saved people belong, and which they enter upon baptism (1 Cor 12:13.

2. A local body of believers who worship God together, who submit to local leadership and who work together as a Christian , putting the one another passages into effect, and who act as a city on a hill to their local community.

1. The Bride of Christ
Eph 5:25-32  Christ loved the church.
v. 25 he gave himself up for her.  He died to protect her from her enemies.
v. 26 he made her holy and cleansed her.
v. 27 He presented the church as radiant, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish.
v. 32  I am talking about how a husband should treat his wife, but I am also talking about Christ and the church.

Q: What comes to mind when you think of a bride?
Beautiful?
Radiant?
Admirable?
Joyful
Full of hope and expectations

Here the church is LIKE a bride.     

(technically, we are not the bride of Christ but we are his betrothed 2 Cor 11:2)

Rev 19:6-8  More specific in its imagery.  Here the church IS Christ’s bride.
She is a radiant bride.    This is how Jesus feels about his church.

I remember Jan coming down the aisle.   Beautiful, radiant, happy, expectant.

Back to Eph 5:30 for we are members of his body.     Which brings us to 

2. The body of Christ.

Coll 1:15-18  v 18  Body of Christ.
The body does the bidding of the head.
The head can do little in this world without a body to do his bidding.

The church is Jesus’ principle means of acting in the world.

But this “body” idea is at least as much about the unity of believers as it is about the Lord and his servant.
The head and the body work as a unit.
But the body works as a unit with itself.  It takes two hands to hold something, and it takes two legs to walk.

Eph 2:12-18  v. 14  has made the two one.   V. 15  a new humanity out of the two    making peace.
The church is a place where a fantastically diverse group of people come together in a beautiful unity.   If Christ can unite Gentile (those who were far away) v. 17 and Jew (those who were near), then….

The blatant sinner is on an equal footing to the relatively “good” person.

Eph 3:3-6  The mystery—that God would unify Jew and Gentile in the Church.

But that brings us to our third point:

3 The family of God.

Eph 2:19-22   Household of God.   oikos  For them: household.  For us: family.

Here we are using def #2 of the church—a local body of believers who fellowship together, who are a city on a hill, and who are a family of God’s people.   (Points 1 & 2 are about the universal church)

We are not “like” family.  We are family.

You choose your friends.
You do not choose family.

Family/church is a place where you are known, for better or for worse.

Family/church is a place where your needs are met.

Family/church has privileges and obligations.

Family is a place where old and young, presentable and less presentable know one another and work together.  Protecting, admonishing, loving, spending fun time together.

This is what church is like.  It is how you know you are at church.

v. 20  It is a family who have a cornerstone—Christ
It is a family which has a foundation it builds on—the Bible

v. 21  In Christ the whole building is joined together.

4. Temple of the Holy Spirit.

The Church is a dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.
He lives in us individually.
But he also lives in the local church corporately.
This is a mystery.

Discussion Questions:

1. What does it mean to you, personally, that the Church is the bride of Christ.  What does it tell you God feels about you?

2. Which part of the body are you?  A finger?  A kidney?  In other words, what gift/role do you bring to the local church?

3. What privilege and what obligation of being in the family of God comes to your mind?



The Church and the Kingdom of God.   

Rev 21:2, 9-11    Who is this “bride”?
Last week, Rev 19:7-9  This bride included “God’s holy people.”  The church.

But, Revelation 21:2, 9-11 is not necessarily about the Church, but about the kingdom of God.
This week:  The Church and the Kingdom of God.

What is the kingdom of God?

1. It is the thing Jesus talked about, by far, more than anything else in the Synaptic Gospels.   Acts 1:3  It is also his principle subject when speaking to them after his resurrection.

2. The Kingdom of God is a “place” where God is king—where God reigns.

David Lipscomb:  The Kingdom of God embraces everything and every person in the universe over which God rules as king.”

Pre-eminently, the kingdom of God is a kingdom.  It has subjects and those subjects worship and submit to their King.

My definition:  The Kingdom of God is anywhere, any situation or any person where God reigns as king.

The Kingdom of God is a life submitted to God’s will.

3. The Kingdom of God is not coextensive with or equal to the church. It is much bigger than that.

David Lipscomb:  “The Kingdom of God embraces the church, but it is more extensive in its signification.”

The kingdom in its present state is not called ‘the everlasting kingdom’ but will grow into it.  It is the same kingdom in a lower stage of growth and development.”

Matthew 6:33   Seek first of all his Kingdom.    

Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will be added to you.  This IS the gospel.

The meaning:
Seek first to make God king     (Put your treasure in heaven)

But…    
4. The Kingdom of God is already but not yet…

The kingdom comes in stages.   It is revealed gradually.  It comes is starts and spurts.

Israel is the kingdom already but not yet.   We can clearly see how it is not yet!!!

The Church is the Kingdom already but not yet.

We are a picture, to the world, of what the kingdom is about.

Now it is already and not yet.

Eventually, it will come fully and in all its glory!!!

“God’s colonial outpost, the church, lives as a witness, in the present, of things to come.  Through Christ we have experienced resurrection, though we will face death.  Because of Golgotha, we have salvation, yet we wait in hope for the revelation of our redemption.  We have the “first fruits” (Rom 8:23) of the Spirit as God’s pledge of the rest of the harvest.”   [Kingdom Come, Hicks and Valentine]

Saved already but not yet
Righteous already but not yet.
Holy already but not yet.

5. The Church is the Kingdom of God.  (and I am not contradicting myself)

Is the church the kingdom?  Yes and no.   It is “already, but not yet”

Matthew 16:17-19 (Peter)
a. On this rock I will build my church.
b.  I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.

Conclusion:  What we do to build and to glorify the church, builds and glorifies the kingdom of God.

So, what should we do?

6. The Kingdom of God has a radical ethic in complete opposition to worldly kingdoms.

Now, we are really starting to get into what the Kingdom of God really is.

The Kingdom of God is occupied by citizens who in this world are aliens and strangers. 

We do not fit in, nor should we try to do so.

David Lipscomb:  “God calls us to a radical alien mentality, but he provides the power for such a life through his indwelling and empowering Holy Spirit that transforms us into the image of his Son.”

The early church chose a counter-cultural refugee lifestyle as opposed to feeling at home in this world.

Hebrews 11:13-16   We, like Abraham, live as foreigners, strangers, aliens in this world.

Hebrews 11:8-10   Abraham lived in tents.  Stranger in a strange land.  This is citizenship in the Kingdom of God!

Abraham lived in a land which would eventually be his people’s, yet he remained a foreigner.

Citizens of the Kingdom of God are aliens and strangers in this world.

“To live in the shadow of the second coming is to take seriously the ethic of Jesus.  The peculiarity of disciples is not that they wear quaint clothing or don’t use modern technology.  Rather their strangeness is located in their embrace of an ethic the world considers nonsense.”  [Kingdom Come   Hicks and Valentine]

Phil 3:20  Our citizenship is in heaven.

“We live as if the future is already present.”

We are not immigrants—they are planning on staying.  We do not.  We are here only temporarily as sojourners.  Therefore, unlike immigrants, we do not try to adapt to the “local culture” (the world).

7. The Kingdom of God is best described in the Sermon on the Mount.

This is our ethic!!!

What is valuable in the KOG?  Matthew 5:3-10   Being poor, mourning, meek, hungry, merciful, pure, peacemakers and persecuted.

(note: Matthew 18:1-4  Who is great in the kingdom?  (the servant))

This is what is valuable in the Kingdom.

This is the opposite of the world!!!!

Matt 5:17-48      Kingdom ethics is way beyond even what was preached to Israel.

Not just avoiding adultery, avoiding even thinking about it.

Not just avoiding murder, avoiding thinking badly of others

Not just loving your neighbor, loving your enemy.

Kingdom values:

Matt 6:25-33    The key:  Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness.

Matthew 6:19-21   Do not put treasures here.  This earth is NOT the kingdom!!!!!!

The entire sermon on the mount is about the Kingdom of God.   Jesus says to put our treasures in heaven, not on the earth.   

Example:   do not worry (literally, take no thought to) your life, your food (pleasure) and your clothing (appearances).    How opposite to the world is that?    The “Gentiles” do that.   No…   think about the kingdom.  Put your treasures there.  Do not lay up treasures here.  Do not give a thought to money.

Discussion Questions:

1. What does it mean to you to be a citizen of the kingdom of God?

2. How ought citizens in this kingdom live?   Any changes you need to make in order to be that kind of citizen?

3. What aspect of the kingdom of God do you find most interesting/attractive.






Eph 3:9-10    through the church, the wisdom of God should be made known.

	
Eph 4:11-16  Leadership in the church, unity, etc. 
