Hebrews Class
Introduction:

I Audience   Christians generally, but especially those who are of Jewish descent.  Second generation Christians (Hebrews 10:32 “Remember those earlier days.”  They have “been around” but have not matured in the faith as they should, and therefore need a word of encouragement.  Greater persecution is coming and the author is concerned they are not prepared and will not endure.  He is concerned that the Jewish Christians might reassimilate into Judaism proper.
In other words, it is written to Christians like us!

II Style:  Not a letter (no greeting, not addressed to anyone).  It is in the style of a sermon, with points like a sermon.  
III  Purpose   To give heart to Christians who have endured, but are tempted to waver in their faith.

IV Theme:  The preeminence of Jesus Christ.
His deity.

The greatness of his sacrifice.

The greatness of his covenant.

The word “better” 13 times in the book.

The word “perfect” 15 times 

The Greatness of Jesus:

1. Greater than all the prophets.  Hebrews 1:1-3

2. Greater than the angels.  Hebrews 1:4-14, 2:5-18
Therefore, Let us pay attention. Heb 2:1-4
3. Greater than Moses.  Hebrews 3:1-5
Therefore, Let us make every effort to enter his rest. Heb 3:6-4:13
4. Jesus the Great High Priest. Greater than Aaron.  Hebrews 4:14-5:10 
Therefore, Let us grow up into Christ Heb 5:11-6:20
5. The Priesthood of Melchizedek (and therefore of Jesus)  is greater than the priesthood of Aaron Hebrews 7:1-28

6.  Jesus is greater than Abraham 7:1-9

7. The Old Covenant foreshadows the much greater New Covenant  Hebrews 8:1-13

8. The earthly Tabernacle foreshadows the much greater heavenly Tabernacle (the one where Jesus is now) Hebrews 9:1-11.
9. The sacrifice Jesus offers is greater than any of the Mosaic sacrifices. Hebrews 9:12-10:18.

Therefore Draw Near to God Heb 10:19-39
Therefore Live by Faith Heb 11:1-10

Heb 12:1-13:25 Final Exhortations

IX Things to look for

1. Things for which Jesus is awesome.   
           2. Let us statements: words of exhortation.  (“let us” 13 times)
· Hebrews 4:1  let us be careful

· Hebrews 4:11  let us, therefore, make every effort

· Hebrews 4:14  let us hold firmly to the faith we profess

· Etc. Hebrews 4:16, 6:1, 10:22,23,24,25 12:1,2 12:28

                               13:13, 15

3. Jesus as the Great High Priest.  This is the most important point that the Hebrew writer makes about the greatness of Jesus, as we will see.

Hebrews can be thought of as the fifth gospel.

Hebrews the “5th Gospel.”

Matthew: Jesus is the Messiah, revealed through his fulfillment of OT prophecies, prefigures, foreshadows, etc.

Mark: Jesus is the man of action who is the suffering servant who saves humanity

Luke: Jesus is the Messiah who bring salvation Today, as shown to his ministry to the poor, alien, women, Samaritans, etc.

John: Jesus is the Son of God and Messiah as shown through his miracles and his statements about himself.

Hebrews: Jesus is the Great High Priest who gives himself as a sacrifice for us.
Hebrews 1:1-4   Prologue

Opening of the letter:   The Hebrew writer lays out the theology of the book.  Jesus is vastly superior than anything they have considered to be great.

Some have called Hebrews 1:1-4 the most beautiful and elegant Greek writing in the entire New Testament.

1:1  In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days….

Greek: polumeros  various parts (NIV times)    and  polutropos various ways
God spoke through history, poetry, prophecy, proverb

God spoke through kings (David, Solomon), patriarchs (Moses), poets (Asaph), scribes (the history books), priests (Ezra), prophets, prophetesses (Deborah), government administrators (Nehemiah)

Each writer brought out a particular aspect of God’s nature.

Hosea:  the grace of God

Amos: social justice

Isaiah: the holiness of God

David: the heart of God

Joel:  the judgment of God

Etc.

Each brought a part of the message, but Jesus is the whole message.

Jesus is the ultimate prophet, (and the ultimate king, scribe, priest).

All this was just setting the stage.  He incorporated all these messages.

Others revealed God to us.  Jesus revealed God simply by walking around.

Prophets were friends of God.   Jesus WAS God.

Hebrew writer stresses the continuity, not the contradiction between the earlier revelation and that from Jesus, but Jesus’s message is the consummation.     (John 5:39,40  you diligently study the scriptures….)

Progressive revelation, but all is revelation.

Progression from promise to fulfillment.

OT promise  NT fulfillment  (also Hebrews 11:39,40 1 Pet1:10-12)

Illustration:

 Have you ever sat through a 20 minute introduction, then the speaker finally gets to his first point.   The OT is the introduction.  Jesus is the point.

LAST DAYS   v. 2  in these last days….

The resurrection and ascension of Jesus began the last days.

(1 Pet 1:20, 1 Cor 10:11 (the fulfillment of the ages), Acts 2:15, 2 Tim 3:1)
These are the last days.  This is the final “dispensation.”

“once for all at the end of the ages” (Heb 9:26)

Vs. 2-4  In some of the most beautiful Greek prose in the Bible, the Hebrew writer summarizes how amazing Jesus is.    (parallel Colossians 1:5-19)
a. He inherits everything.   Parallel:  Col 1:15 firstborn over all creation

(we inherit along with Christ  Romans 8:17 co-heirs)
b. He is the means through which God made the universe. (aiones literally ages)  Wow!

                   (John 1:3  Apart from him, nothing was created which has been 

                            Created.  Coll 1:16  all things created by him and for him)
c. He is the apaugasma of God’s radiance.   The shining forth of God’s glory.  He is the means by which God’s glory is revealed.   (John 8:12  I am
                           the light of the world)

Note how God’s glory is revealed: not in blitzing his enemies, but in serving

d. He is the character (exact representation, image, wax seal) of God.

           Want to see God?  Fine, look at Jesus     (John 1:18  no one has seen 

                                                             God, but Jesus has made him known)

We didn’t find God, he revealed himself.  This is what differentiates Christianity from all other religions.

e. He sustains all things.    Beginning (creator of all) middle (sustainer of all) end (inheritor of all).            
                     Scientists like to think they can explain how the universe works without God.  Without Jesus, the entire system of laws would instantaneously fall apart.
So much for deism.

f. Provides for purification from sin.  This, of course, is discussed thoroughly in Hebrews.
g. Mediates for us at God’s right hand.   (Note: he is sitting down. Aaronic priests in 

                                         the temple never sat down)

Jesus is Prophet, Priest and King  (at God’s right hand).   He holds all three offices of religions service that the Jews had.
Is Jesus mind-blowingly great or what?

Hebrews 1:4-14   Jesus is greater than the angels.

First: greater than the prophets

Second: greater than the angels

v. 4  higher in rank, superior  lit.  better name   Jesus’ name:  SON
Angel (Greek: aggeloi  Hebrew: malakim)  =  messenger

The writer of Hebrews’ point:     Jesus is more excellent, by far, than angels.

1. He has a greater name (position) v. 5  SON  (quoting Psalm 2:7 2 Sam 7:14)
2. Angels are temporary and changing.  v. 7  They are winds and fires (temporary?)    But Jesus is forever.

3.  They are ministering spirits, Jesus is the one they minister to  v. 14
     In fact, they minister to us.  

      Why worship the worshiper?   Worship the one they minister for.

Hebrews 2:1-18    Exhortation #1.   Why?  v. 1   so that you will not drift away.

Exhortation:   Pay careful attention to the message!

Shout:  LISTEN UP!!!!!

“pay attention =  Prosechein: To moor a ship

 “drift away =   Pararrein: A ship that has been carelessly allowed to drift perhaps carried away by the tide.  Slip away through inattention.
Christians don’t usually suddenly fall away. It begins by careless drifting.

Christians must remain anchored in Jesus.
How to avoid this?  Anchor your lives to what has been taught so that you do not drift past the safe harbor and your life becomes a wreck on the rocks.

The point:  If the Jews had to pay attention to a law delivered by angels, to the point that to not listen meant to be killed, where does that put us in relation to a message delivered by God’s son?

How much greater is a message delivered by the SON than by a mere messenger??

Implication:  great punishment if you slip away!   Warning!!!!
Vs:2-4 Remembering that the Jews believed that God delivered his word via messengers and that to ignore or rebel against it brought about swift punishment how much more guilty would we be ignoring his exact representation.

He mentions two types of disobedience:
Parabasis= “violation” = stepping across the line or  Out right rebellion

Parakoe=  “disobedience” =  imperfect hearing or careless hearing or unwillingness to hear.
Q:  Which type of disobedience are you more prone to?
The paragraph ends with a return to Jesus as our savior that we should not and cannot ignore.  Do not ignore (neglect) such a great salvation.
Q:  How might we “ignore (neglect) such a great salvation?”

How shall we escape if we ignore this salvation?  Answer:  We shall not!

This salvation was proclaimed by:

1. Jesus  (announced by the Lord v. 3)

2. By those who heard him (the apostles and other witnesses)

3. Wonders, signs, miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit.

                This is talking about the miraculous gifts.  The purpose of these gifts was to confirm the message.





(This is a major reason why God allowed the 





gifts to pass away.    1 Cor 13:8  Where there are 

                                     tongues and prophecies, they will cease.)

In fact, by the early second century there is strong evidence that such gifts had indeed virtually ceased.
Vs:5-18 Jesus our savior who can relate to us!
5-8 Scriptures that highlight the special role and responsibility that Man was given in creation
God’s plan was to put everything in creation at our feet, but WE FAILED!

v. 6  man… the son of man.  He is repeating himself.  The “son of man” here is us.  (man is “son of man” 80 times in Ezekiel Ezek 21:2, 30:2, etc.

v. 7  You made him a little lower than the angels for a little while (NIV is not very good here).

Remember, we will judge angels (1 Cor 6:3)
Verse eight closes this section, pointing out that Man has failed!

v. 8   Man is NOT in control even though God put everything under him.
God gave us the responsibility and we messed up badly!

Vs:9 We see Jesus who took on our position as Man  now sitting in victory because where man failed Jesus succeeded.
Jesus was made “a little lower than the angels” as well.

Not lower in importance, but lower in power.  It was all about us.  The angels are about us.  That is his point with regard to angels!!!!!!

Note Hebrews 2:16    It is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants.

Q:  Who are Abraham’s descendents?   Us!!!

v. 9   Jesus tasted death so that we will not have to.  (this is spiritual death, the death we suffer because we are children of Adam)

v. 10-18   Jesus became just like us.  This is the miracle of the incarnation.  This is what makes Jesus such a great savior.  He can relate to us in every way.

Some say that the resurrection of Jesus is the greatest of all miracles.  CS Lewis says that the incarnation of Jesus was the greatest of all miracles.

v. 10  because he suffered like us we are saved
v. 11  Because he came here, we are “of the same family.”

v. 14  Because he shared our humanity, we are no longer slaves (note the prefigure in what Moses did is freeing the Jews from slavery, see ch 3)

v. 16  Because he is like us, he is a merciful high priest (much more on that later).

v. 17  Because he suffered, he can relate and help those who are tempted.

Q:   Are you fully appreciative of how amazing this is?????

We couldn’t go to God, so he came to us.     He became a dog to save the dogs or a mouse to save the mice.   We could not understand God, but then he became one of us so that we could understand him and so that we could be brothers.

Jesus is not up in the air-conditioned office.   He is the boss who comes down onto the factory floor.   But this analogy is so inadequate!!!!!

A rich snob decides to help the slum dwellers.  Hey, I am here to help you.

The slum dwellers:  we can’t trust you.  Come live with us for a while.

Like one of us saying to someone who has suffered extreme sexual abuse, “I understand how you are feeling.”    Her response.  No you do not.

Q:   Why is this meaningful to you?  How does it help you to “pay more careful attention.”

Vs:10 The author of our salvation was made perfect through suffering. He was perfect because he understood suffering. He could understand and relate to our struggles because he went through them as well.
Notice Colossians 1:24 in which Paul says he completes (perfects) what is lacking with regard to Christ’s suffering when he suffers.

“Archegos” = Pioneer, founder, author, originator, trailblazer  

“Teleioin”= Perfecter, finisher, final touch of our faith    
Jesus is the pioneer and perfecter of our salvation

Jesus is the initiator and the completer of our salvation

God initiated our salvation, not us.

God completed our salvation, not us.

(note also Hebrews 12:2    The pioneer and perfector of our faith)  (archegos also Acts 3:15, Acts 5:31)
Jesus is the initiator of our faith and the completer of our faith.  Faith itself is a gift.

Jesus is the beginning, the middle and the end of our salvation.

Close this section with a picture:

v. 13    Jesus before God.    Jesus is not ashamed to call us brothers.   Here I am and the children God has given me.

Isn’t Jesus wonderful?

III   Jesus is greater than Moses.

Review:

I  Hebrews 1:1-3   Jesus greater than all the prophets before him.

II  Hebrews 1:4-14    Jesus is greater than the angels.

III  Hebrews 3:1-5   Jesus is greater than Moses.

3:1  Fix your attention  katanoein (consider, ponder, meditate on, concentrated gaze)  on Jesus  
Can you think of any better advice to give a Christian than this?

Why? if you looked at Moses, Jesus is so much greater than Moses.

How to stay faithful to the end?   Fix your attention laser-beam-like on Jesus.

Hebrews 3:3   Jesus has greater honor than Moses (fighting words to the Jews!).  Why?  The builder is more important than the building.
Moses was a household servant (3:5).  Jesus owns the house (3:6).

Shadow:   Moses     Reality:  Jesus

v. 5  Moses was great, no doubt    “faithful in all God’s house.”  (from Numb 12:6-7)
v. 6  But Jesus is faithful over God’s house

Moses brought the law, Jesus is the Law

Moses gave them bread, Jesus is the bread

Moses gave them water, Jesus is the water     The reality is in Christ!!!

Moses was about Jesus.

3:6  Who is God’s household?  Those who hold to our confession to the end.

Q:   What about those who do not hold to this confession to the end?


[image: image1]
Application:
Exhortation #2    Do not turn away (3:12)   Do not fall short  (Hebrews 4:1).  Do not fall in the desert as they did…Make every effort.  Do not rest..   
If they had to listen to Moses, how much more ought we to listen to Jesus.

There is an extended metaphor here.   Leaving Egypt (saved)  Wandering in the wilderness (being a disciple)  Entering Canaan/rest  (final salvation in heaven)

Notice 3:9  these 40 years.  Remember that for the immediate audience it has been almost exactly 40 years since the church began.

This section is very emotional.

Creating a picture.    Bodies scattered in the desert.

How do you think Moses felt as all those who crossed the Red Sea with him were scattered across the desert.

Can’t we learn from that?

4:2   How sad.   The message was of no value.  Why?   no faith.   The result:  You will never enter my rest.

Greek:  katapausis  rest    

4:7   The “Today” he is referring to is   “These last days”    (Hebrew writer 

                                                         is saying David was talking about us).
For us it is until the day we die.  The opportunity still stands.

4:8  For if Joshua had given them rest  (KJV if Jesus had given them rest)

The point:  Although the Jews did, in fact, enter the Promised Land, this was not the TRUE Promised Land and they did not really have rest there.   That is why David can say “Today if you hear his voice.”  Because David’s people had not yet entered the REAL rest.  Only a foreshadow of the true rest in heaven.

v. 9  But…  There does remain a rest for us.

Q:  How many of you look forward to resting some day?
Therefore do not rest…..    Folks, your work is not finished.

For me, when I am in a race, there is something about having a finish line.

But, we are not at the finish line.  Let’s not act as thought we are.  It is not time to rest.

4:9    Q:  What is our Sabbath-rest?    Heaven!!!
4:10   Make every effort to enter that rest.   You will not accidentally make it.  It takes work.    (Phil 2:12 work out [not for] your salvation)        (note:  We are not talking about works salvation.  But we are talking about making it to heaven!)
· What is at stake?  Everything!!!!

· They shall never enter my rest 3:11, 4:5

· We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly to the end the confidence we had at first.   3:14

· They were not able to enter because of their unbelief  3:19
· Some… did not go in because of their disobedience 4:6

· So that no one will fall by following their example of disobedience 4:11
· 3:14  We are  (present tense) partakers in Christ if we hold fast to the end   (already but not yet concept)
· Do you get the point?

IV Heb 4:14-5:10.  Jesus is greater than the High Priest!  He is the perfect high priest.
A continuation of the thoughts in Heb 2:10-18.
Heb 4:14-5:6.  Jesus is the perfect high priest.

Q: What does a priest do?  He makes intercession between humans and the supernatural power(s) that control the universe.  A bridge-maker.

Latin pontifex  a bridge.  One who connects to God.  He offers praise to God from us and he asks for blessings from God to us.

The priest must speak the language of both humans and of God.  Who can do this better than Jesus?  

Even before the incarnation, Jesus spoke the language of God perfectly, as he is the Son of God.

But when he came and “lived for a while among us” (John 1:14), he learned our language.  He understands us perfectly.

That is the point in this section.

Jesus takes the place of this imperfect high priest.

Jesus is not up in an air conditioned office.  He knows the language of God perfectly and, because he came here, he knows the language of humans perfectly as well.

Like Moses who was living in great comfort in Pharaoh’s palace, but saw God’s people suffering as slaves, so he walked out of the palace to live like a slave so he could save the slaves.

Hebrews 4:15  empathize   Greek: sympatheo  lit. touched with the same feeling.

This is why we can “approach God’s throne with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in our time of need. (Heb 4:16)

How much better is the high priesthood of Jesus!

Jesus is like the earthly High Priest in several ways:

a. Human, can relate.  Can empathize with us. (Greek: sympatheo) Tempted like us in every way (Heb 4:15).  

b. Makes intercession for us.  Offers mercy, grace. (Hebrews  4:16)

c. Selected by God from among men (Heb 5:1,4-5  v. 5 Jesus did not appoint himself)

d. Represents man to God (Heb 5:1)

e. Offered gifts (sweet smelling offerings) and sacrifices (sin and guilt offering)  5:1

But Jesus is much greater than the High Priest:

a. In the heavenly tabernacle, not the earthly one.  “Has gone through the heavens” (v. 14)  

b. Was without sin.  (Hebrews 4:15)

c. Did not have to offer sacrifices for his own sin (Heb 5:3)

d. A priest forever  (Heb 5:6).     

e. Of the order of Melchizedek. Heb 5:6,9 Ps 110:4)   (d and e will be emphasized more later)

Hebrews 5:2  He can deal gently    metriopatheia  we get the word empathy  Sympathetic feeling.   Bear with us without becoming irritated.   A good high priest cannot be too sympathetic/overwhelmed, but not apathetic either.  

Not like a rich person telling someone on the street, “I can relate.”  No you cannot dude!

Have you ever felt that God is too far off—too distant to relate to you.  Think about Jesus.

Feeling lonely?  He has that one covered.

Tempted to lash out at someone hurting you?  That one too.

Tired, want to rest, pull back from the spiritual battle.   Jesus can relate.  And he can explain you to the Father.

What a great gift we have as Christians—a High Priest who can sympathize with us in the deepest possible way!

What a concept.  Unknown in the ancient world.

Hebrews:    God has empathy, fellow-feeling with us.

No one would have made up a religion like this!

Aside:  Heb 5:2  He deals gently with those who are ignorant and going astray.  OT never conceived of a sacrifice for willful sins.

Unpardonable sin is sin of presumptuousness.  Willful sin.  In the OT, only unwilling sin, accidental sin could be removed by the actions of the High Priest.

[Lev 4:13   Numb 15:22-31 esp v. 30-31   Deut 17:12]

Unwilling sin included an act of impulse, an emotion of the moment, swept away by the events.

We fathers and mothers understand defiant sin—when our child looks us in the face and disobey our command.

Hebrews 5:7-10

Heb 5:8  In what sense did Jesus “learn” through obedience?  He learned in the sense of experiencing the suffering which we faithful Christians  know comes with obedience.

He did not sin, but he experienced the things which humans experience because of their sin, and disobedience and for this reason and in this sense he was “numbered with the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12).

Aside:  Heb 5:9   Made perfect (telios)  means mature, completing the task.  Jesus’ suffering completed his preparation to be our High Priest.

Hebrews 5:11-6:20  Exhortation #3   Grow up!!!! (or you will fall away)

5:11   Concerning him (Melchizedek)  Hebrew writer is about to get deeper with his hearers (believe it or not).  He is on a roll, but he must first give his third admonition.
Their ears are dull   nothros   slow-moving in mind, torpid, witlessly forgetful, dull of hearing.     God has spoken to you repeatedly and you JUST DON’T GET IT.  
They deliberately choose not to seek deeper understanding.  Passive Aggressive.    Are you a passive aggressive Christian?

Like a doctor who says, it was good enough when I was in med school 50 years ago, so it is good enough for me now.

A case of arrested development.    Childish  (vs childlike)   Is that you?
Brothers and sisters, we need to engage our mind in the great task of getting to know God!!!  (and putting his precepts into practice)
Maturity involved knowledge (v. 12) and practice (v. 14)

“He who ceases to be better, ceases to be good.”

Ministers:  If your member are not growing, you should be VERY concerned.

Q: How, specifically, have you grown in your knowledge of God recently?

What is your short, medium and long-term plan to grow in your knowledge of God and of his Word?
v. 13  Anyone on milk is, by definition, an infant.

Some of us are living on spiritual “junk food.”

Taking in solid food requires training.  Practicing.  v. 14  Acquired godly habits and the ability to distinguish good and evil on a more subtle level.  This maturity the Hebrew writer is talking about involves both maturing in depth of knowledge and in practical behavior.
Some have become desensitized to sin.  Is that you?

6:1  You are not ready, but I am going to go on anyway!  (presumably, some of them were ready)

6:1-2   Elementary teachings   stoicheia = the ABCs
a. repentance

b. faith 

c. baptism

d. the Holy Spirit     In the early church, they layed hands on the baptized person as a symbol of receiving the HS.  This is what “laying on of hands refers to.
e. Resurrection

f. Judgment     

What is the point of going on to maturity?   6:4-8  Warning against falling away.

This is sober, this is emotional stuff.  You could lose everything you have!!!!

In fact, you could end up worse off than you were at first. (2 Pet 2:22)

Just in case there was any doubt who the Hebrew writer is talking about:

a. been enlightened  (NT church “enlightened” = baptized)

b. tasted the heavenly gift (salvation?)

c. shared in the Holy Spirit

d. tasted the goodness of the word

e. tasted the coming age (saved)

Impossible…. if you fall away…. to be renewed to repentance.

Why?   Publicly crucifying Jesus again!   Spitting on Jesus.

Let us skip forward to Hebrews 10:26-31.

What kind of sin will cause us to fall away?

1. Continual

2. Deliberate   Numbers 15:30-31  anyone who sins defiantly….
Lev 4:1,13, 5:14-15  talks about unintentional sin.
The Hebrew writer uses Deuteronomy 17:2-7  Those guilty of willful sin were stoned to death.

What about those of us who, in Christ, deliberately sin?  Do we think that God will take this less seriously?  No!   It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  God will not tolerate this (although his patience is astounding)

This is the unforgivable sin 1 John 5:16.  This is blasphemy of the HS (Matt 12:32).  

To summarize, what is the unforgivable sin? It is;

· Crucifying the Son of God all over again. (Hebrews 6:6)

· Subjecting Jesus to public disgrace. (Hebrews 6:6)

· Trampling the Son of God under foot. (Hebrews 10:29)

· Showing disdain for the blood of Jesus. (Hebrews 10:29)

· Insulting the Holy Spirit (Heb 10:29)

· Blaspheming the Holy Spirit (Matt 12:32)

Back to Hebrews 6

If your life is producing thorns, you are in “imminent danger” danger of being cursed.

Hebrews 6:9-20  Encouragement and assurance.

6:9  but…    “We are convinced of better things in your case.”

 Q:  What are the things which accompany salvation?
Answer: v. 10   work and love (see Hebrews 10:32-34)

Assurance:  He will not forget this!   (illustration: climbing Mt. Whitney)
6:9-12   The solution:  work hard, love God, help his people, be diligent to the end.    The Hebrew writer is concerned he has come across too hard.  He needs to encourage us.  (beloved v. 9)    Put up with the arid times in your faith.  If you persevere, times of blessing will come.  In any case, you will be saved.
6:13-end   God’s assurance.  (and Jesus greater than Abraham) He will take care of you if you hang in there.

How confident does God want us to be of our salvation?  He swears it!

v. 13  God swore by himself:  

v. 14 Be patient, like Abraham.  God will deliver on his promises.

God swore on oath  (Genesis 22:16-18)  Genesis 22:16  “As I live”     
[God has only done this twice.  Gen 22:16 and Ps 110:4  So not only is the Promise to Abraham sure, the promise that Jesus is the perfect High Priest is also sure. (Heb 7:20-22)]

“Two unchangeable things”  1. God’s word   2. Himself.

Promise here three times.  15 times in Hebrews—more than any other Bible book.

You have an anchor.   (commentators:  is the anchor our hope or is it the promise?  Answer: both!)
Your anchor is behind the veil.  
“Behind the veil”  Means, to the Jew, that Jesus is with the father, interceding for us.

The “anchor” is Jesus forerunnerhood  (v. 20) (prodromos), his firstfruithood as a priest in the heavenly tabernacle.

Jesus is like a scout who check ahead that all is clear.

He is the firstfruit of a greater number in the heavenly tabernacle.

It is your High Priest Jesus.  Jesus in the Holy of Holies is our assurance.

Summary:  If only you do not turn back, you can be assured of your salvation.  You do not have to do amazing.  You can struggle.  Sometimes you will just hang on to the anchor.  You may be like Lot who barely escaped, but at least he did not look back.  2 Pet 2:7  Lot, a righteous man…

CH 7  The heart of Hebrews!
V  The Priesthood of Jesus is greater than the Levitical/Aaronic 
     Priesthood.    (and, by the way, Jesus is greater than Abraham)

Melchizedek   Genesis 14:18  (context:  the battle against Kerdolaomer of Elam)
    Psalm 110:4
The Hebrew writer is trying to do two things here:

1. Establish that Jesus is of the order of Melchizedek, and therefore his priesthood is greater than that of Levi/Aaron.  7:4 “Just think how great he was.”
2. Establish the type/antitype relationship between Jesus and Melchizedek to illustrate the greatness of Jesus’ priesthood.

Melchizedek is a very interesting figure:

Melchizedek greater than Levi/Aaron

1. 7:4-9  Abraham gave a tithe to Melchizedek. “Just think how great he was: Even the Partriarch Abraham gave him a tenth.

2. Melchizedek blesses Abraham  7:7 “And without doubt the lesser is blessed by the greater.”
3. Levi, who collects the tenth, figuratively gave a tenth to Melchizedek through his father Abraham.

Type/Antitype relationships between Melchizedek and Abraham.

1. The name Melchizedek means king of righteousness.  Jesus is the antitype as a righteous king.  Both Jesus and Melchizedek were royal priests. Levites are not.

2. The king of Salem (Heb: shalom) which means peace.  Jesus is the king of peace.

Note: righteousness always comes before peace. (Romans 5:1)
3.  “Without beginning of days or end of life” (Hebrews 7:3)   Again, an argument from the silence of scripture.  We do not know of his parents or of his descendants.
4.  A priest, but not of the family of Levi. Priesthood not based on genealogy.  (Heb 7:6)    All Jewish priests had to prove they were descended directly from Aaron.    (Ezra 2:61-63) 
5.  He remains a priest forever. (Hebrews 7:3, Psalm 110:4)

6. The King of physical Jerusalem.    (Jesus is king of spiritual Jerusalem)

7. High Priest because of his character, not by descent (accident).
8. Gave Abraham bread and wine—a prefigure of the last supper, Lord’s Supper) (surprisingly, this is not mentioned by the Hebrew writer)
9. A priest for Gentiles and Jews.

Melchizedek is a prefigure of Jesus Christ.

	Melchizedek
	Jesus

	Name means king of righteousness
	Is a righteous king

	King of a city with the name peace
	The king of peace

	Without (known) genealogy
	Has no genealogy

	Without (known) end of days, therefore a priest forever
	A priest forever

	Physical king of physical Jerusalem
	Spiritual king of spiritual Jerusalem

	A greater priest than Levi
	Greater that Abraham and therefore Levi

	A priest for Gentiles, not Jews
	A priest for Gentiles and Jews

	A priest due to character, not descent
	A priest due to character, not descent

	Gave Abraham bread and wine
	Remembered by taking bread and wine

	
	

	
	


Heb 7:11-28   The Hebrew Writer’s argument:
If Melchizedek is greater than Abraham and Jesus is of the order of Melchizedek (but is also superior to Melchizedek). A greater priesthood is foreseen in the Old Testament
Then a new priesthood calls for:

1. A new covenant.  7:12   If a new priesthood was prefigured in Melchizedek, then a new Covenant was as well.  v. 12  a new law.   As with the priest, so with the covenant (which he will remind us of in Hebrews 8:7f by quoting Jeremiah)

How different will this new covenant be?  A different as Levi and Melchizedek.  ie. very different.

7:18  “The former regulation is set aside because it is weak and useless”
(Actually, we will see in Heb 10 that the Law of Moses did have a use….)

7:22 Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.

2. An new and greater tabernacle.  Heb 9:1-11
3. New sacrifices   Heb 9:12-10:18
This is the outline of Heb 8:1-10:18

Why do we need a new priesthood?
Application:  Heb 7:11  a rhetorical question.    If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood…    It could not.

Perfection here is teleiosis, perfection, wholeness, completion.

Why not?

1. Levitical priests die and must be replaced.  7:23-25

Not Jesus!  He is a priest forever v. 3, 17, 21, he is declared to be living v. 8, he has an indestructible life v. 16, he has a permanent priesthood v. 24, he is able for all time to save v. 25, he always lives, v. 25, and he is perfect forever, v. 28.
2. Levitical priests sin and must make atonement for their own sin (7:26-28)
 Sacrifice “first for his own sins” 7:27

3. Levitical priests know the things of humans, but not of God.

Why?  
Aaron, OT priests offered a sacrifice.

Jesus (offers a sacrifice, but more importantly) he IS the sacrifice.   He offered himself!
· Melchizedek a priest forever by an oath from God (remember Hebrews 6:17-18)   Hebrews 7:21-22.
God never made an oath with regard to the Levitical/Aaronic priesthood.

Summary: Read Hebrews 7:26-28  Our high priest Jesus meets all of our spiritual needs.

v. 28 He is a perfect high priest.
Hebrews Chapter 8:1-10:18   From Shadow to Reality
Hebrews 8   A superior covenant
Hebrews 8:5   They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven.   (aside: Coll 2:17 a shadow… the reality, however…)
Hupodeigma   sketch-plan, diorama  (illustration: scale model of Jerusalem)
Skia  shadow, reflection, silhouette
Heb 10:1  The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves.
Why focus on the shadow when the reality is in the room!
Why gaze at a little plastic scale model when you can see the real thing!
Greek philosophers, especially Plato taught this world is a shadow/reflection of the greater heavenly, superlunary world.  His hearers are very familiar with this concept of a shadow/non-real world.

· We have already seen that the Aaronic priesthood was a foreshadow of Jesus’ priesthood.

· The First Covenant was a foreshadow of the New Covenant (ch 8).

· The Jewish Tabernacle was a foreshadow of the Heavenly Tabernacle (Hebrews 9:1-11).

· Old Covenant sacrifices were a foreshadow of New Covenant sacrifice:  The blood of Jesus. (Hebrews 9:12-10:18)

The point:
Everything under the Law of Moses was just a preparation for something much greater, of which the Law, priesthood, tabernacle and so forth were just an anticipation, a suggestion, a physical prophecy.

Hebrews 8:1-2   Jesus serves in the true tabernacle, not the copy.  He serves in the heavenly one—the one where God is.    (no wonder he concludes with Heb 8:13)
8:1 a priest who sits at the right hand of the throne. Aaronic priests were (mere) servants, and so never sat in the tabernacle.  There are no chairs in the tabernacle.  But king Jesus sits in the real tabernacle.

8:3  What does a priest bring?  Gifts and sacrifices.   Jesus also brought gifts and sacrifices.     (more on this later)

8:5  Notice:  “Do everything according to the pattern shown you.”  Why?  Because it all is a pattern of the reality.   (See Ezekiel 40-46 esp 43:10)
8:6-13   The New Covenant in Jesus is far superior to the Old Covenant. (quoting Jeremiah 31:31-34 and see parallel passage in Ezekiel 36:26f)
A new covenant diatheke  could be translated as a will. It is a binding agreement between  two parties which comes from only one of the parties.Only one person is responsible.  Only one author.
In Greek this is a very specialized word.  The normal Greek word for a covenant/contract was suntheke  which is an agreement or contract between equals.

Vs. 6  A new mediator    mesites   go-between, peace-maker, mediator, reconciler 
8:7  He returns to the argument in 7:12 that there was a need for a better covenant by quoting Jeremiah.

8:8  This covenant is new.  Two Greek words for new.  neos and kainos.

Neos = new as in a new example of the same thing.  He bought a new car.  It is a new soccer season.

Kainos = new in nature.  A brand new kind of thing.  Revolutionary, unprecedented.

Obviously, 8:8 uses this sense of the word.
How is the New Covenant superior?

1. It is based on better promises. v. 6
2. It is based on the righteousness of Jesus rather than on our own righteousness (which is dubious anyway). v.9  “they did not remain faithful”
3. We serve God because we want to, not out of obligation. v. 10  “on their hearts”    (Col 2:14 indebtedness canceled Gal 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Ezek 11:19-20 I will remove their heart of stone ad give them a heart of flesh.)
4. It is a personal, intimate relationship—not one mediated by another human. v. 10-11
5. There is real and lasting forgiveness. v. 12
Foreshadows in the Old Covenant:

	Old Covenant foreshadow
	New Covenant reality

	Obedience to physically defined laws
	Equivalent spiritual principles

	Physical blessings promised (Deut 30)
	Spiritual blessings promised (Mark 10

	Ceremonial uncleanness keeps one from the presence of God
	Sin keeps one unclean and separated from God.

	Sacrifice bridges the gap between effort and perfection.
	Sacrifice bridges the gap between effort and perfection.

	Sealed with the blood of bulls, goats and a red heifer
	Sealed with the blood of Jesus

	Mediated by a high priest.
	Mediated by The High Priest: Jesus

	Tithing
	Sacrifice

	Sabbath
	Heaven

	Festivals
	Joy in Christ


Given the facts, one would think that no sane person would rely on the Old Covenant, but the Hebrews were tempted in exactly that way.  Q: How might we be tempted the same way?
v. 13.  The “new” covenant is now here, making the old one obsolete.  It is fading, and will soon disappear.

“Old and fading”:  AD 30  The veil was rent in two from top to bottom.  Almost certainly the presence of God left the temple at that time.

“Will soon disappear” This happened in AD 70     Titus  AD 70  (The Jewish Wars by Josephus)

Hebrews 9:1-11        The Heavenly Tabernacle is vastly superior to the Earthly Tabernacle.                         
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Q:  What was the purpose of the Tabernacle?    Exodus 25:8    “that I may dwell in their midst.”

Rules for the tabernacle are found in Exodus 25-31 and 35-40.  A lot of material!

God “tabernacle” with his people (John 1:14)  Jesus tabernacle (made his dwelling) with us.

A few comments:
1. Table on North is gold plated acacia with 12 loaves, replaced every Sabbath.  It included plates, spoons, bowls.

2. Menorah in South of pure gold, with seven bowls.

3. Altar of incense:  Some have argued from what the Hebrew writer said (Hebrews 9:4) that it was behind the curtain, but this is almost certainly not true.   Perhaps, because it actually touched the curtain and because the High Priest put incense inside the curtain, right behind it…

4. Some have called the curtain the “second veil” because of the outer curtain of the tabernacle.
5. No ark in the most holy place after 587 BC.  Josephus:  Pompey was really shocked in 63 BC when he forced his way into the inner sanctuary and found it empty!  Not even cherubim.

Coming before God:

The Jews could only come to the gate

The Levites could come into the courtyard

The Priests could come into the Holy Place

The High Priest came into the Holy of Holies, one day a year for a few minutes.  (with a rope tied around their ankle!!!)
All of this emphasized their separation and distance from God.

Hebrews 10:19   Through Christ, we enter the heavenly Holy of Holies (presence of God) with boldness.

We humans tend to focus on the beautiful, gold-covered, tabernacle, and fail to recognize how much better the heavenly tabernacle which we enter every day is when compared to that.  Let that not happen to us (the modern equivalent)  Do not get caught up in the trappings.  Religion is about access to God.

The problem in the Old Covenant:

The High Priest could only mediate for a few minutes per year, and even that only after offering a sacrifice for his own sin.

9:7  Notice, the sacrifices were only for sins committed “in ignorance.”  There never was sacrifice in any of the Jewish system for willful sin (Hebrews 10:26)   Unfortunately, this is not the only kind of sin we commit.
9:8  The HS was teaching us to expect a new and better covenant/sacrifice.  There was no way for the rest of us to come before God as long as God was in the H of H’s  on earth (rather than the one in heaven)
9:9,10  This was just physical stuff.  It was not reality.  It was just an “illustration”—a parabole—a symbolic representation of the reality.  In reality it did absolutely nothing.  If it did anything, it was only through the blood of Jesus.  
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The curtain has been called “a physical parable of the present crisis.”

v. 9 Their consciences were still not clear.  They still felt guilty.  Why?  Because they were still guilty!  They were only ceremonially clean.

v. 10 These things are merely “a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings—external regulations.

9:11  The key verse in this little section.   
But…..  There is one of those wonderful “buts” again.  (not in the old NIV)
When Christ came…. he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle.

Hebrews 9:12-10:18   A better sacrifice.  (first: a better covenant, then a better tabernacle, now a better sacrifice)
A beautiful verse:  Hebrews 9:12-14      The blood of bulls and goats and the red heifer were mere shadows.  They only created ceremonial cleanness, not actual cleanness.   (see also Heb 10:2-4)
bulls and goats refer to the Day of Atonement.  The whole idea of the Day of Atonement was to provide for purification of sins.  The Hebrew writer:  it never worked.  It only created ceremonial cleanness.  It prevented God wiping them out.

“Bulls” = sacrifice for the sin of the high priest.

“goats” = sacrifice for the people.

Here is how it worked:  The high priest took two stones.  One was marked “for YHWH”  the other was marked  “azazel”  Then he took two stones, and selected by lot.  The one marked “for YHWH” was killed as a sacrifice and blood sprinkled in the inner sactuary.

The one marked “azazel”  High priest confessed his sins and the sins of the people and laid his hands on the goat and sent it off into the desert as a symbol.

The Day of Atonement was only a foreshadow.  The reality if the Real Day of Atonement.  The Day Jesus died on the cross.   (Remember Hebrews 10:1)
“the ashes of a heifer” refers to the Red Heifer sacrifice.
The Red Heifer sacrifice:  a foreshadow of the sacrifice of Jesus:

	Aspects of the Red Heifer Sacrifices
	Antitype in the sacrifice of Jesus

	A very rare red heifer
	A unique son

	Sacrificed outside the camp
	Sacrificed outside Jerusalem

	Purifies both Jew and Gentile
	Atones for the sin of both Jew and Gentile

	A sacrifice without blemish
	A sacrifice without sin

	Had never been yoked
	Offered himself voluntarily

	Scarlet wool and wood included
	Blood was shed on a wooden cross

	Hyssop included (for purification from the effects of death)
	Purifies us from the effects of sin

	Water included for purification
	We are baptized into Christ for forgiveness

	
	


The point of the Hebrew writer:  All this was pretty great, but it only created ceremonial (physical, outward) cleanness.  The blood of Jesus is much greater.  (Hebrews 9:14)
The sacrifice of Jesus is a much better sacrifice:
1. It gives us eternal redemption. v. 12.  Which is better temporary or eternal redemption?

2. It gives us a clean conscience “from acts that lead to death”. v. 14 The Jews, ultimately, never felt a clean conscience (as they should not have!).  
How awesome is that!    Q:  How do you feel about having a clean conscience?   How much is that worth?    Immeasurable!
3. An unblemished sacrifice. v. 14
4. We can now serve (worship) God.   Analogy: The Jews had to leave Egypt (slavery to sin) so that they could worship God.

9:15  An interesting point:  the death of Jesus is a “ransom” for sins committed under the first covenant.

[aside:  The church developed the idea by the fifth century that the blood of Jesus paid a ransom to buy us back from Satan.  Their principle argument was from Hebrews 9:15. This idea is not well supported by scripture]

In other words, in order to be prepared to come into the new covenant—in order to even be qualified to sign onto the second covenant, we need to be cleansed of the sins committed under the first one (or for gentiles, for sins committed before you were baptized.

Analogy:  It would be like providing complete amnesty for all wrongs as a pre-condition for some sort of negotiation for peace with an enemy.  (actually, this is not a great analogy, because we do not negotiate with God), 

Practical meaning:  The blood of Jesus cleanses us of sins committed, both before and after you are baptized.

9:16-22  the analogy to a will.  (Remember the word, here is diatheke which means a one-way covenant.)
Hebrew writer:  Why did Jesus have to die?  So that the “will” (covenant) could come into effect!

v. 22  summary:  and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness (because the will/covenant must be sealed)

Leviticus 17:11  The life of every creature is in its blood….  It is the blood makes atonement for one’s life.

No blood, no covenant, no blood no forgiveness

v. 23  The greater sacrifice acts in a greater sanctuary

the lesser sacrifice  (bulls, goats, red heifer) only ceremonially, outwardly cleansed the lesser tabernacle (v. 23 the copies of the heavenly things).

Better sacrifice (v. 23)  Why?

	The lesser sacrifice (goats, bulls, red heifer)
	The greater sacrifice (Jesus)

	Outward (appearance)
	Inward (spiritual)

	Temporary (repeated again and again)
	Eternal (only done once)

	Ceremonial
	Real

	Not voluntary
	Voluntary

	Mechanical
	Spontaneous (by choice)

	Unaware
	Rational, aware

	Did not remove guilt
	Removes guilt eternally


v. 25-26  Proof the former sacrifices were powerless:  They had to be performed again and again.  Jesus sacrifice is “once for all”
v. 27   He is simply stating an analogy.  How many times do we die?

How many times did Jesus have to die?    Our death is a final thing.  It happens only once.  Similarly, Jesus death is “once for all”
Hebrews 10:1-18   A recapitulation of Ch 8,9.  

10:1  The law is only a shadow (dim copy)    Shadows have no power.  They do not talk or breathe.
The reality (eikon accurate picture, perfect representation)  has great power.
v. 1   For this reason (the fact that it is only a shadow, not a reality) it can never do for us what we desperately need—make us perfect (complete, whole)
Illustration:   Imagine you apply for a job and they say you must complete the training program first.  Great.  How long does the training program take?  Forever.    No thanks!

          Proof:  They still felt guilty and came for forgiveness again and again. 
v. 2  Q: Do you still feel guilty?  Hopefully not!
v. 3 But, the OT sacrifices did accomplish something:  They reminded us how deeply sinful we are. Romans 5:20 “the law was brought in so that trespass (our recognition of it) might increase”  Romans 7:13  “through the commandment sin might become utterly sinful.”
v. 4 blood of bulls and goats has no power  (one of the impossible things 

                                                                   from before)
v. 11  sacrifices, which can never take away sins.

Hebrews 10:5-10   So, then, what DOES God want from us?

He wants an obedient heart—one that sincerely desires to do his will.

Quoting Psalm 40:6-8   

v. 7.  But Jesus came voluntarily to offer his life.  “Here I am… I have come

                           to do your will, O God.”    Awesome statement!
v.7,9  Jesus’ sacrifice was efficacious because of his perfect, obedient will.  
(1 Sam 15:22    Psalm 51:16-17    Hosea 6:6    Micah 6:6-8)  God wants obedience.  A bull or ram could not be willfully obedient.  Also, Matt 26:39  Not my will but yours.

Application;  If you want to sacrifice for and serve God, you had better do it in an obedient way, and it is best if truly voluntary (2 Cor 9:7  …. not reluctantly or under compulsion…) 
It is not wrong to do something because you “have to” but this is not the kind of sacrifice God wants or the kind which will bring blessings on you or the church.

Gal 5:6  The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.
Heb 10:11-18 Summary/Transition before moving on to the fourth exhortation:
v. 11  Day after day.  He is no longer talking about yom kippur, but about the daily sacrifices and offerings.  But the point is the same.

v. 12 But we have a once-for-all-time perfect sacrifice in Christ. 

Quotes Jer 31:33-34 again.   A better covenant.
Hebrews 10:19-38   Exhortation and Warning #4 Draw near to God and the peril of rebellion.  

Hebrews 10:19-22   Therefore….   If we have such great things, brothers, let us draw near to God in full assurance of faith.

10:19-22  My favorite verse in Hebrews.   We have access!!!   With boldness!!

v. 20  a new (just a few years in the 60s AD)   and living (life-giving) way
v. 20 a… way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body.

Two interpretations:

1. [The sacrifice of] his body gave us a way to pass through the veil which, in Judaism, literally separated us from God.

2. His body was the veil.  In other words, as long as he was in his physical body, the way to access God was not open.  “His physical death, like the veil, stood between Jesus and his fully realized relationship with God.”

Maybe both are true.
Jesus is pioneer and perfecter.  He is the first one to pass through the veil.  He has made it safe for us and now he is calling us to come in and join him with God in the true sanctuary.

Q:  How do you feel about this?  How do you feel about your access to the true, heavenly sanctuary.  Your prayers are no longer behind a veil.  You can come in and sit down on the Mercy Seat.
Exhortation #4     Persevere, stay faithful, follow the example of the faithful.  Do not give up what you have, etc… The theology is done.  Now, let us get to the practical.    Salad time.   Let us….

1.  10:22  Let us draw near [to God]  Let us enjoy intimate worship with God.     (faith)
2.  10:23  Let us hold to our confession of hope without wavering.  (hope)
Remember God is faithful.  He will take care of his end of the bargain.  Remember Heb 6:18 by two unchangeable things about which God cannot lie.   You are in.   Jesus is mediating for you right now!
3.  a. 10:24  Let us be concerned about one another and encourage one another toward love and good deeds.     (love)
    b. 10:25   Let us not stop meeting together.

                 Part of staying faithful is just showing up.    How many of you have come to church and regretted doing so?

    c. 10:25  Let us encourage one another.      (who have you encouraged in their faith this week?)
… as you see the Day approaching (when Jesus comes back) approaching.   Keep that lamp full of oil.  Matthew 25.
Quote from Barclay:  No man ever saved his soul who devoted his whole time and energy to saving it; but many a man has saved his soul by being so concerned for others that he forgot that he himself had a soul to save.
A selfish Christianity is a contradiction in terms.

Hebrews 10:26-31.  The sternest warning in the Bible.  The horror of sin.
Hebrew writer remembers Deuteronomy 17:2-7.
The point:  persecution is coming, but the greatest danger to the church (and to the individuals in the church) will always be sin in the camp.

We have infinitely an infinitely greater gift than they

Greater prophet, greater than the angel, greater than Moses, greater than Aaron, greater than the high priest, greater than Abraham, greater covenant, greater tabernacle, greater sacrifice.

How, the, can you fall into sin, and how much more, then do you think we deserve punishment if we do?
Luke 12:48  “From everyone who has been given much, much will be expected.”

Falling away:  the heart of the matter   Heb 10:26  if we deliberately and continually sin.   hekousios  deliberate, habitual, willful.
THIS is the “unforgiveable sin” 1 Jn 5:16.

THIS is “blaspheming the HS Matt 12:32.

Why?

a. Trample Son of God under feet.

b. Treat the blood of Jesus as a profane thing.

c. Insult the Spirit which lives in us!
God will take revenge on those who trample the Son of God, his blood and the Spirit he gave to dwell in us.   Deut 32:35  It is mine to avenge.  I will repay.

An aspect of God we do not like to think about. Justice.  Vengeance.  

Hebrews 10:32.  You have been running a good race.  Do not throw it away now, even if the going gets tough.

v. 36 You need endurance.  Don’t throw your life away.   He is going to keep on saying this.

Summary of this section:  Let us not be of those who “draw back and are destroyed”  but rather let us have faith and obtain life.

Hebrews 11.  Admonition #5  The key to perseverance is faith!!!!!
Heb 11:1  The definition of faith.   Q:  What is faith?

One person said to me recently.  Why are you so into proving the Bible.  Faith without evidence is better than faith with evidence.  Faith with evidence is really not faith at all.      A bad definition!!!

Heb 11:1   Faith, ultimately, comes down to things we cannot see.  We cannot see our salvation, we cannot see heaven, we cannot see hell.

Faith in Jesus and in the inspiration of the Bible is supported by much evidence, but in the end, there is always a huge aspect of “things we cannot see.”

Faith requires that we deny our senses.  This is not easy.

In many ways, success is the enemy of true faith.  We can see success.
The point of Hebrews:    v. 2  This is what the ancients were commended for.

Look at these men and women.  By faith they denied worldly pleasures, fame and fortune:  all for things they could not see.

Why were these men and women commended?  Why are they heroes of the faith?   They refused what the world calls greatness and staked everything on God.  They refused to be deterred by what is seen.

We have something so much greater.  We see so much more.  How can we deny the faith?

Example:  Paul  Phil 3:4-9   I consider it all rubbish in order that I might know Christ.

Example:  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego vs.  Nebuchadnezzar.

What could they see?   A crowd of tens of thousands, the most powerful ruler in the entire earth and a firey furnace.

What did they choose to believe?  That God could save them from the flames, but even if he does not…     Daniel 3:16-18

v. 19  Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious…

Consider their faith and measure yours.   We have so much more than they had.

Hebrews 11:3    By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command.   What is seen was made out of what is unseen.

(it is cool that we now have this based on scientific evidence)

His point:  What is unseen is greater than what is seen, because it (what is unseen) created what is seen.  Therefore, let us focus on what is unseen:   God.

Illustration:  Quoc Hung plants church in Hanoi.

1.  By faith Abel...   A faithful sacrifice.  Why “better” than Cain?  We do not know, but we know that his faith was an issue.   A “faithful” sacrifice is one we do for God, not for gratification or for praise of men.

He speaks even though he is dead.  I don’t know about you, but I want my legacy to count.  How can that happen?  By faith!!!!   By doing thing which you can only do because of faith.

How are you doing in that arena?

2. By faith Enoch...  We know almost nothing about him, except that he pleased God?  How, by believing that his reward comes from God, not from men or from himself.         Hebrews 11:6

Q:  Do you really believe that your reward comes from God?

Q:  How would you know if someone really, at the heart level, believed that their reward comes from God?     (not seeking praise of men, etc.)

3. By faith Noah…     the key thing    “when warned about things not yet seen”   (v. 7)               The equivalent for us is the Second Coming and Judgment Day (2 Peter 3:3-9)

The point:  If you look at visible things, you will turn back and lose your faith in God.   We need to see things which cannot be seen.

Think about Noah building that ark.  That took amazing faith.  And Noah had so much less reason to be faithful than we!!!!!!!

Noah preached 100 years.  Success?  Zero! Where was the fruit?

The result:  Heaven!

Us;  use your gift to build a ministry through which people in the world can be saved.

4. By faith, Abraham…   11:8  By faith Abraham left…   Why?  Because of faith in something he could not see.  He did not even know where he was going. (a typical male idea of a vacation)  The Promised Land, both as type and as antitype.   Remember, faith is believing God’s promises. (2 Cor 1:20)

This is a wonderful type of our leaving, following Jesus, and making it to heaven.  The difference is we know where we are going (by faith)

Are you ready for the Christian adventure?

By faith, Abraham became a father.  

In two senses, he became a father by faith:

1. Literally.  It was humanly impossible for Sarah to give birth, yet Abraham believed.     (Abram and Sarai laughed at first.  Your faith can grow)

2. Figuratively  (ie as a prefigure)

Romans 4:16-17  He is the father of us all.      A great prefigure.

Abraham paved the way.  Let us follow in his path;   

He is the pioneer Heb 12:1

a. out of Ur.    (out of sin)

b. to Mt. Moriah.     (the sacrifice of Jesus)

Also note 11:19  Abraham reasoned that God could raise Isaac.  A reasoned faith and a deep, unfathomable faith.   No wonder he is the father of us all.

As Chrysostom put it:  “The things of God seemed to fight against the things of God, and faith fought with faith, and the commandment fought with the promise.”     Yet Abraham, in faith, obeyed the command.

What is it you are not willing to give up to God?  God is calling you to sacrifice it.

The key to Hebrews 11 (in my opinion)

11:13  All these people were still living by faith when they died.  They made it!

The challenge to us.  They saw it only from afar (by foreshadows and prefigures),  yet they were willing to become aliens and strangers.

Q:  have you been thinking about returning to the country from which you left?

Q:  Are you willing to consider yourself what you are as a follower of Jesus?   You are an alien and a stranger.  This world is not my home.

Xenoi stranger, alien, refugee.   We get Xenophobic  hatred of foreigners from this.

Parepidemos a temporary resident.  Staying in a hotel, not a home.  A guy with a green card.  No roots, no permanent place.

Illustration:   Girl in Chungdu, China, committed to the “community”

“The world is a bridge.  The wise man will pass over it but will not build his house on it.”

While they [Christians] dwell in cities of Greeks and barbarians as the lot of each is cast, and follows the native customs in dress and food and other arrangements of life, yet the constitution of their own citizenship, which they set forth, is marvelous and confessedly contradicts expectation.  They dwell in their own countries but only as sojourners; they bear their share in all things as citizens and they endure all hardships as strangers.   Every foreign country is fatherland to them, and every fatherland is foreign…. Their existence is on Earth, but their citizenship is in heaven.  They obey the established laws, and they surpass the laws in their own lives.  They love all men, and they are persecuted by all.

Citizens of the Kingdom of God are aliens and strangers in this world.

“To live in the shadow of the second coming is to take seriously the ethic of Jesus.  The peculiarity of disciples is not that they wear quaint clothing or don’t use modern technology.  Rather their strangeness is located in their embrace of an ethic the world considers nonsense.”  [Kingdom Come   Hicks and Valentine]

Phil 3:20  Our citizenship is in heaven.

“We live as if the future is already present.”

2 Peter 3:13  We are looking forward to a new heaven and earth.

v. 15  you can always go back!

v. 16  but God has a better country prepared for you.  Heaven.

All this is foreshadowed in the wanderings of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and his sons.

5. By faith Moses….    Moses gave up fame and fortune—things given to him by God!

Vs. 25-26  hints of persecution to come to the Hebrews.

Vs. 27   he persevered because he saw him who is invisible.

The things of the world are visible.   The things of God are not.  Can you deal with that?

Moses gave up everything the world valued.  Why? Because he wanted people to enter the Promised Land.

To him, disgrace with God’s people was more valuable than all the treasures in Egypt.

Q:  How about you?

Moses and God’s people became sojourners when they passed through the sea, as we, when we are baptized.

11:30  By faith, the walls of Jericho fell.  Can you imagine marching around that city 13 times?  Willing to look foolish.

Heb 11:32-38.   Insignificant people did amazing things, who faced overwhelming odds  and made it to heaven.  How?  By faith, of course.

A couple notes:

Shut the mouths of lions:  Daniel

Quenched the fury of the flames:  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego

Look at Daniel 3:16-18.  …but even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you set up.

Did they expect to be saved from the flames?

THIS is the definition of faith!!!

Escaped the edge of the sword:  Elijah?

Women received back their dead: Elijah (1 Kings 17:17) Elisha (2 Kings 4:8)

Stoned:  Zechariah 2 Chron 24:20-22

Sawn in two.   Isaiah? (a legend of the Jews)

Put to death by the sword, etc.    1 & 2 Maccabees

Read 2 Maccabees 7:1-41

Vs. 39  None of them received what was promised in their life.  None!!!

We do (at least in a sense) as we are saved.

Vs. 40  If they are saved at all, it is only with us.

So what excuse do we have for wavering in our faith

Hebrews 12  Look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.
Hebrews 12:1-2   If they could do it (given that it was much harder for them and they had so much less than we), so can we.  Be steadfast and persevere.
Advice for perseverence:

1. Throw off whatever will hinder you in the race (v. 1).  We cannot run well if we are burdened with sin.
2. Run with perseverance (v. 1)

3. Keep your eye on the goal:  in heaven with Jesus (v. 2)  1 Cor 9:26 I do not run like a man running aimlessly.  We are not a tourist, we are pilgrims who have a definite goal.

Q:  How will we run the race with perseverance?  Answer, by considering the joy which is set before us (v. 2).

1-3 are very reminiscent of Heb 3:1-4:13

4. Look at Jesus (and at the cloud of faithful witnesses) (v. 2-3)  “Consider him.”

a. the pioneer.   The trail blazer.  archegos

b. the perfector.  The completer.  teleios    He has endured the entire 
                  thing and has achieved victory.  Just follow him.

5. Despise the shame of the cross.  (1 Cor 1:18f) Jesus “despised the shame” of the cross.  Despised = laughed at it and considered it to be of no importance to him.
Phillip of Neri:  we should  “dispise the world, despise ourselves and despise the fact that we are despised.”

In a loving way, we need to “despise” those who despise what we do.

If you feel “faint and weary,” consider Jesus on the cross.  (Numbers 21:4-9)
v. 4  In your struggle, you have not yet shed blood.  Note, he is asking them to think back to the cloud of witnesses, so many of whom DID shed blood.

He is not minimizing their suffering, but calling to see it in perspective.  Good advice for us.

6. Accept hardship as discipline (and therefore as love) from God which will strengthen you for the journey. (v. 4-13)
The Hebrew writer spends (relatively) a lot of time on this.  He must think we struggle with accepting hardship and discipline from God.
Romans 5:3  And James 1:2-4, 12    trials = maturity = receiving the crown of life.
Endure hardship because:

a. Those who came before you did.

b. It is relatively minor compared to what Jesus endured.

c. It is actually an expression of God’s love.

If you cannot adopt this attitude toward trial and discipline, you will not make it.

Attitudes toward discipline:

a. accept it with resignation

b. accept it and get over it as soon as possible

c. accept it with a woe is me attitude

d. accept it with resentment as punishment

e. accept it as coming from a loving father.

Q:  What is your attitude toward the Lord’s discipline?

7. (Live at peace with all people and) do not allow bitterness to take root or disappointment at the sins and mistakes for others take your focus from the goal. (v. 14-17)

If you do not think this could happen to you, you are naïve and probably have not lived long!

You could lose your salvation, as did Esau over a silly little thing.

Envy and bitterness is almost always over something small. (but even if it is not…)

“bitter root”  Deut 29:18 no root among you that produces poison.
Genesis 25:28-34  Essau to Jacob:  I am famished! Sold his birthright for a bowl of lentil stew.  “What good is my birthright to me?  [birthright is the right to receive a double portion of the inheritance]
Q: How might we find ourselves in this position?

Genesis 27:1-39  Jacob stole the blessing.   Genesis 27:41 Esau held a grudge against Jacob.  The grudge was so deep that he could no longer “change his mind”
v. 17  Afterward he could not repent metanoia.   v. 17  Notice, we can reach a point of no return.  If the Holy Spirit leaves is that, too, is “once for all.”

Question:  Any examples that you have seen of this (people selling their salvation for something seemingly very small)?

v. 14  Live holy (hagiasmos) lives.   [normally, holy is hagios]  Different, separate (reminds of aliens and strangers).  Do you dare to be different?
Heb 12:14-17 in not necessarily just talking about relationships.  An exhortation:  be holy.  Do not let a pernicious sin into your life, or you might lose it, as did Esau.   Do not sell your inheritance for a bowl of lentil soup!

Hebrews 12:18-24  A recapitulation of the apologetic argument.

You have not come to a mountain that cannot be touched and that is burning with fire—to terrifying Mt. Sinai.    This is the most holy event in the entire history of the Jews.   He saved this for last.
Exodus 19:12-13, 16   The giving of the Law to Moses. Also Deut 4:11.
You Christians have not come to the First Covenant.  No, you have come to something far, far greater.  You have come to Jesus.

A wonderful passage:  Heb 12:22-24    For the Jews it was about fear.  For us it is about access.

Heb 12:25-29  Another “let us” passage

Therefore:  “do not refuse him who speaks.  Worship him with reverence and fear, for God is a consuming fire.   If there was punishment for those who refused to listen to the former revelation, there will be even further punishment to those who refuse the warning from heaven.
v. 26-27   Once more I will shake both the earth and the heavens.   From Haggai 2:6     A prophecy of the second coming of Jesus.   “the removal of the created things.
12:28  The summary of the summary.
Ch 13.  Final exhortations.   The book and the sermon are already done.  The writer is making some final comments and giving advice.

Unlike the rest of the book, this section seems a bit unrehearsed.

Unlike the rest of the book, this has the feeling of a letter.

Six essential qualities of the Christian life:

1. Brotherly love.  Heb 13:1  Love one another (1 Pet 1:22)

This summarize several of the points already made in the book.  

Heb 3:12-14  Encourage one another. (so we will not be hardened)
Heb 10:24-25  Spur one another on.  Meet together.  (so we can hold unswervingly)
Perhaps surprisingly, Hebrews has more than its share of “one another” passages! (but maybe not too surprising, as this is key to our staying faithful)

2. Hospitality  Heb 13:2  Entertain strangers.  Probably principally a reference to Christians who came through town or moved to that city.  They often came with letters of reference.
Note the situation in 1st century Rome.  Inns were filthy, dangerous and expensive.
This is part of our evangelism.

(Genesis 18:1f and Judges 13:3f for entertaining angels unaware)

3. Sympathy for those in trouble. Heb 13:3

Many fellow-Christians were in prison.  Heb 10:33  The Hebrews had already received this treatment and treated their brothers and sisters this way, so they are simply being reminded. 

For us: Let us remember that those who are despised by the world are our friends.  Jesus was “the friend of sinners.”

Tertullian:  “If there happen to be any in the mines or banished to the islands or shut up in prisons for nothing but fidelity to the cause of God’s church, they become the nurslings of their confession.”
As early as the second century, Ignatius had to admonish the churches against using too much of church funds to purchase the freedom of slaves.

4th century, Emperor Licinius, in response to the work of Christians, passed a law.  “No one is to show kindness to sufferers in prison by supplying them with food, and that no one was to show mercy to those starving in prison.”

Do you understand that this is a huge part of our evangelism program?   Matthew 9:35-38

4. Sexual Purity.   Heb 13:4   Avoid adultery and sexual immorality. 

5. Contentment about things of the world. Heb 13:5-6   1 Timothy 5:6-10  Godliness with contentment is great gain….  If we have food and clothing we will be content with that.

Q:  Can you say that about yourself?

6.  Respect for leaders  Heb 13:7-8, 17.

v. 7 Follow the example of the spiritually mature.  Great advice.  Do not be afraid to teach this principle.  It will help people to remain faithful.

v. 8  Jesus Christ is the same…  A strange statement.  Why?  Show respect to leaders (who, of course, come and go) because of respect to Jesus.

Heb 13:17  Golden Rule Membership.  Judges 5:1

Heb 13:9-16  Warning against returning to Jewish ways of thinking.  Avoid the heresy of the Judaizers.
v. 9 Uses the example of kosher foods.

v. 10We have our own altar.  Might be a reference to Gnostic concerns.

v.  11-13  Jesus suffered outside the camp.  The point:  do not be intimidated by fear of losing your place with your fellow Jews who are not Christians (or perhaps with theJudaizing Christians) into following their traditions.

Similar idea:  John 9:22.
v. 13  Let us, like Jesus, experience “disgrace” if being different means we will be persecuted.

For us:  Do not be attracted to the things of the world.  Do not give in to peer pressure.  Like he already said  “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.  What can man do to me?”

Heb 13:18-19.  Oh, and by the way, don’t forget to pray for us!

“so I may be restored to you.  A slight hint about the immediate situation.  The immediate audience is friends with whom he formerly lived.  (but the author probably intends the letter to be distributed more widely)

13:20-21  Doxology 
13:22-25 Post Script
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Pharaoh tried to kill him


 








Herod tried to kill him








Called by God to leave Egypt








Carried out of Egypt








Forty years in the wilderness to prepare for his ministry








Forty days in the wilderness to prepare for his ministry








Left his position with the king of Egypt to dwell with the Jews








Left the right hand of the Father to life with the Jews








Led Israel out of slavery in Egypt








Leads Spiritual Israel out of sin








Aaron prepared the way


 








John the Baptist prepared the way








Baptized Israel in the Red Sea in order to free them








Commands baptism in water for freedom from sin








Gave manna in the wilderness 


(sort of)








Gives spiritual bread to all who hunger








Gave water to the people in the desert








Gives spiritual water: the Holy Spirit








Spoke to God on Mt. Sinai








Spoke to God on Mt. Hermon











