The Holy Spirit

Lesson #1  The Holy Spirit:
His Role in Our Lives

Questions to think about:

Who/what is the Holy Spirit?      What is His role in our lives?

What book in the Bible is the greatest source of teaching on the Holy Spirit?
John 16:5-7    It is a good thing that I am going.    Having the Spirit live in us is better that having Jesus live near us.      Wow!!!

How does that make you feel?    All of us imagine how great it would be to have Jesus to talk to, listen to, be inspired by, etc.

Q:  On a daily basis, how much to you think about the Holy Spirit?

Q:  Do you pray to the Holy Spirit?

Q:  Do you recognize/feel the Holy Spirit working in your life?

The GREATEST gift the Father has given us, after his Son is sending his Spirit.

A Little Background.

Alexander Campbell and Restoration Movement     Rational Empiricism    Scientific analysis of Scriptures.

Christianity Rational    Holy Spirit irrational,  unpredictable, emotional.
VERY suspicious of those who emphasized Holy Spirit

Campbell:   The role of the Holy Spirit was to inspire the Word of God.

An obvious overreaction.

Us:  We see what the Pentecostals do, and we over react.

God told me….    The Spirit is telling me….
We look at Heb 2:3-4 which tells us the gifts were to testify to the newly revealed truth, and we are nervous when we see people falsely claiming such gifts today.

Prophecy has ceased (Zech 13:1-6, 1 Cor 13:8)
The Result:  We spent more time talking about what the Holy Spirit does NOT do than what he Does!!!”
Do not let what you oppose steal what is God’s gift for you.    Do the Scriptures warn against overemphasizing the Holy Spirit?   (well… maybe in 1 Cor 13 or 1 Cor 14)
A better question:  Are we in the ICOC in danger of this?    NO!

James Gitre:   “Charismatic teachings have cast a long shadow on the theological landscape

Encouraging Facts about the Holy Spirit:

1.  The Holy Spirit Lives in Us  (which can seem bad some times….    Kind of like bringing your mom or dad on a date)

John 14:17   he lives with you, but he will be in you.

Acts 5:1-4    Lied to HS    He must put up with and hang out around the sins we commit.   This is an extremely intimate relationship.     Keep a clean house!

Acts 5:29-32    HS is a witness to all we do.    Imagine how realizing this on an everyday basis might help you.

The Holy Spirit is an unwilling witness to our sin.

2.  Although it is true the HS empowers us (see below), his principle role is relational.

John 14:16-18   He is a counselor/comforter.

We are not left as orphans.   It is about relationship.   Jesus did not abandon his disciples.   In fact, because he left and sent the Holy Spirit, we are more closely related to him.

    Phil 2:1    If there is any encouragement in Christ, if any consolation in his love, if any fellowship in the Spirit, if any affection and mercy…    (also 2 Cor 3:13   fellowship in the Spirit)   
It is about closeness and a relationship.   That is why the Spirit lives in us.   It is like a piece of heaven—a taste of the future.  God is right there.

Illustration:   “Footsteps” has nothing on this!!!!

3. He lives in us, but we can be more or less filled with the Spirit.
Acts 6:2-3      I don’t know about you, but I would love to be full of the Spirit.

Q:  How would you know that someone in full of the Holy Spirit?
1 Thess 5:16-19     Do not quench the Spirit.   Eph 4:30  Do not grieve the Holy Spirit.
Q:   How might we quench or grieve the Spirit?    (by keeping an impure house or by ignoring his promptings See point 4!)
4.  The Holy Spirit can and will give us promptings and influence us.

Acts 8:29-31   HS orchestrated this entire situation.    God will work through the Holy Spirit.
However, if the Spirit tells you to not serve this person or to not make this church meeting or to….     You can be sure it is not of the Spirit.

If the Spirit is telling you to share your faith with this person or to overcome such and such sin, or to stay away from a dangerous or tempting situation,  OK.

5.  The Holy Spirit helps us in our prayers (especially; in our emotions, our desires, our deepest needs—things words cannot express)

Romans 8:26-27     We should be aware of the Holy Spirit’s presence and role when we pray.         Sometimes we need to stop  talking.   Meditate.

6. The Holy Spirit will help raise up leaders in the church and will influence the direction the church takes.

Acts 13:2-4   Set apart Barnabas and Saul.  How did the Holy Spirit do this?   I do not know.

(Acts 20:25-29   The Holy Spirit made these men overseers)

7.  The Holy Spirit will help us understand God’s word and his will.  John 16:12-13
8.  The Holy  Spirit helps us to overcome sin.
John 16:8-11  Convict with regard to  sin.     We have help!

Romans 8:6-14     The Holy Spirit helps us to put sin to death.    (Again, we see it is about a relationship  we call God “abba”)

9.  The Holy Spirit is a seal, a mark, a guarantee of our salvation.  Romans 8:14-16   The Holy Spirit testifies that we are God’s children.  We get to call God daddy!

Satan says:   You are a loser.   You are hopeless.  You will never make it.   We have a great advocate.   The one speaking for us is more powerful than any.

Ephesians 1:13-14   A mark, a seal, a deposit, a guarantee.    We can turn our back on God and drive the Holy Spirit away (Hebrews 10:26 f), but nothing else can take away our guarantee.

The goal of this lesson:   Joy, Confidence and Knowledge that God is working in our lives in the Holy Spirit.
In summary:   Let us

Be filled with the Spirit (Romans 8:14)

Serve God by the power of the Spirit (Romans 7:6)

Be led by the Spirit (Romans 8:14)

Keep in step with the Spirit (Galatians 5:25)

Lesson #2   The Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts       Or

The Acts of the Holy Spirit.

Acts of the Apostles could very well be called Acts of the Holy Spirit.

Some have argued that the sending of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 and the subsequent sermon are the linchpin of the Bible or the hub of the wheel of the Bible.

Why?  Because, arguably, this moment when the Kingdom of God came with an outpouring of the power of the Holy Spirit was the culmination of all that was prophesied throughout the Old Testament and the gospels.  Acts 2 is the baptism of the Holy Spirit that JTB had talked about (Luke 3:16).
The “last days” (Acts 2:17) have been called the days of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 1:2  Jesus gave instructions through the Holy Spirit (ie inspired instructions).

1:4-5    Jesus: Wait for the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

1:7-8   Jesus: You will receive power from the Holy Spirit.

1:16   The Holy Spirit spoke the prophecies

2:1-4  The Holy Spirit falls on the apostles.

2:17-18  Pouring of the Holy Spirit had been prophesied in Joel.

2:33  Jesus is the one who poured out the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

2:38-39  The promise of the Holy Spirit.  Note: the fact of receiving the Holy Spirit is given equal billing with the fact of forgiveness of sins.  (remember Luke 7:28,  Noone born of woman was greater that JTB, but anyone in the kingdom is greater than JTB.   Is this because we have the Holy Spirit living in us?
4:8  Peter spoke, as he was filled by the Holy Spirit.

4:25  He spoke through David.

4:31  They were filled with the Holy Spirit and the house was shaken.   The Spirit is empowered when we pray and when we preach.
5:3,9  Ananias lied to the Holy Spirit (not just to the church) and tested the Holy Spirit.

When we sin we “test” the Holy Spirit.  (Hebrews 10:29 insult the Spirit)

5:32 The Holy Spirit witnesses to the death of Jesus and the resurrection (as they preached).

6:3-6  Those known to be full of the Holy Spirit chosen to lead.

7:51-55  Stephen was full of the Holy Spirit, but they were resisting Him.

8:15-19  Miraculous powers of the Holy Spirit given at Samaria.

Acts and the Holy Spirit:  Three manifestations.

1. The miraculous pouring out of the Holy Spirit, as prophesied by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:11) Joel (Joel 2:28-32) and Jesus (Acts 1:8),  Acts 2 and Acts 10.  This was a one-off (or two-off) event given by God as a declaration of the coming of the Kingdom of God to Jew and Gentile.

2. The promised gift of the Holy Spirit which is a deposit, guaranteeing our salvation until the coming of Jesus (Eph 1:13-14), which is received by the “one baptism” (Ephesians 4:4-5).  Acts 2:36-41, Acts 5:32, Acts 19:1-7.  This is the only aspect of the Holy Spirit which is ever promised to Christians in general.  It is the one received upon obedience.

3. The miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit, given by the laying on of hands of the apostles. Acts 8:14-17, Acts 19:4-7, 2 Tim 1:6, Hebrews 2:4.

Some teach that the receipt of such gifts is the real sign of our salvation.    This is not biblical.   There is no general promise to believers that they will receive such miraculous gifts.

8:29  The Holy Spirit tells Philip to share with the Ethiopian Eunuch.   We need to be led by the Spirit (Romans 8:14), and keep in step with the Spirit (Galatians 5:25).  This is an example of how this works.
9:31  The Church strengthened and encouraged by the Holy Spirit.

10:19  The Holy Spirit tells Peter to go with the three Gentile visitors.

10:44-47 The Holy Spirit fell on Cornelius and his house (confirming that salvation was for the Gentiles too).  As he had at Pentecost (11:15) and as had been prophesied (11:16)
11:28  The Holy Spirit tells Agabus about a famine in the Roman world.

13:2-4  The Holy Spirit set apart Barnabas and Saul for missionary work, and sends them off.   As we make such decisions and such commissions we ought to be aware of the Holy Spirit working.
13:9 Filled by and emboldened by the Holy Spirit, Paul rebukes Elymas.

13:52  The disciples filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.

15:28  The Holy Spirit influenced the decision of the Jerusalem Council.

16:7  The Spirit of Jesus prevents them from going to Bithynia.

20:22  Paul compelled by the Holy Spirit to go to Jerusalem.

20:23  The Holy Spirit warns Paul of danger.

20:28  The Holy Spirit makes and chooses elders.  Here is another place we ought to be aware of and calling on the Holy Spirit.
21:11  The Holy Spirit tells Agabus how Paul will die.

Mentioned a total of 59 times.

Q: What does all this tell you?   It tells me that the Church ought to be aware of the working of the Holy Spirit in our ministry, our preaching, our decision-making and in our daily lives, as this is vital to the life and work of the Church.
Lesson #3   The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament

When I began this study, I thought that the Holy Spirit is mentioned only quite sparingly in the Old Testament.  I was very wrong.

Segway:   In many ways, Acts 2:1-13 is the culmination/completion of the Old Testament.  For example in Joel 2:28-3:2a
v. 28 In the last days, I will pour out my Spirit on all people (who repent and are baptized)

v. 32 Salvation will be offered to all people….  Beginning in Jerusalem

Overall picture:

As in the New Testament, in the Old Testament the Holy Spirit is the agency through whom the Father works in this world.   

In the OT, the Holy Spirit came in unexpected ways.  It was unpredictable.  It came to some more permanently (David, Asaph) to some temporarily, but left later (Saul, 1 Sam 19:23-24  ) and to some intermittently (Samson).

It came by the choice of God, not men.  Men, generally, did not seek to be filled with the Spirit but God chose particular men (and women) for this role.

In Joel 2 we see that this will change “in the last days.”

I. The Holy Spirit is there at the beginning and at the end of the Old Testament.
Genesis 1:2  …and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters….
Zechariah 4:1-10   
II.  The Holy Spirit was there in the Tabernacle/Temple and is with God in the heavenly tabernacle.

Zech 4:1-10 (cont.)

Look carefully at the symbolism in v. 6  The oil in the menorah is (symbolic of) the Holy Spirit.
III.  The Holy Spirit is available to us without limit and gives us (spiritual) life.

The meaning of the two olive trees:  A continuous supply of fresh oil—of the Holy Spirit.   See John 7:37-38   streams of living water….

This reminds of  Zechariah 14:6-9

And Ezekiel 47:1-12

The Holy Spirit gives life to that which is dead.   Ezekiel 37:1-14
(also Job 33:4  The spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life).

But back to Zechariah 4:1-10
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord Almighty.

Q: What are some ways we are tempted to live by our own might and power, rather than by the Holy Spirit who lives in us?

Also, notice that the seven lamps are the seven eyes of the Lord which range throughout the earth (v. 10).

It may be a stretch, but this reminds me of 2 Chron 16:9   The eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.
Review of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament so far:

1. He was there at the beginning (Genesis 1:2) and at the end (Zechariah 4:1-10 and Zechariah 14:8) of the Old Testament

2.  The Holy Spirit was there in the Tabernacle/Temple with God, as he is in the heavenly tabernacle (and as he is in us).  ( Zechariah 4:1-10)

3. The Holy Spirit is available to us without limit.  Zechariah 4:3 the two olive trees (parallel to John 7:37-38),  Zechariah 14:6-9 and Ezekiel 47:1-12

4. The Holy Spirit gives life to the dead.   Ezekiel 37:1-14, Job 33:4
Aside on the theology of the Holy Spirit.

What/Who is the Holy Spirit?  Is he God?  What is his fundamental nature?  Is the “trinity” a biblical concept?

The controversy in the 5th century was over the “filioque”  (the Council of Toledo inserted it into the Nicene Creed in 589 AD, in order to defeat arianism)  They changed the Latin mass to include “he proceeds from the father and the son”   This was the immediate cause of “The Great Schism” in 1054.   The division was not over the theology but over the authority.

Q: Can anyone think of a passage which addresses whether or not the Holy Spirit “proceeds from the Son”?     John 14:26     might be splitting hairs here.    From the Father through the Son (Orthodox) or from the Father and the Son (Latin)

A couple of reasons to accept the traditional view:
1. Matthew 28:19  Baptize in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

2. The arrangement in the Temple of the ark (Father) the bread on the right (the Son) and the menorah on the left (the Holy Spirit) seems to put the Son and the Holy Spirit on more or less equal terms.

I am prepared to leave it at that.

V.  The Holy Spirit in us will teach us.   (parallel: John 16:12-13)
Nehemiah 9:19-21  You gave your good Spirit to instruct them…. Your manna…  water for thirst.
Job 32:8  The Spirit in a man… the breath (note the use of breath)  of the Almighty… gives him understanding.
VI.  The Holy Spirit will prompt us in the way we should go and help us to know God’s will.  (parallel Acts 8:29-31, Romans 8:14, Galatians 5:25)
Psalm 143:10  (from David)  …may your good Spirit lead me on level ground.     
VII.  The Holy Spirit is grieved when we sin (parallel passages in 1 Thess 5:19.  Ephesians 4:30)
Isaiah 63:9-10  [BTW Isaiah 63:10 and Ps 51:11 are the only OT verses which actually use the phrase the Holy Spirit]
[We can fight the Holy Spirit   Genesis 6:3  My spirit will not contend with man forever….]
Psalms 51:11  A couplet in which David equates being “cast from your presence” with “take your Holy Spirit from me.”

All these hint at the New Testament teaching that if we willfully continue in sin, the Holy Spirit will leave us and we will end up lost.

By the waters of Meribah they angered the Lord, and trouble came to Moses because of them; for they rebelled against the Spirit of God, and rash words came from Moses’ lips (Psalm 106:32-33).
 “Woe to the obstinate children,” declares the LORD, “to those who carry out plans that are not mine, Forming an alliance, but not by my Spirit, heaping sin upon sin; who go down to Egypt without consulting me; who look for help to Pharaoh’s protection, to Egypt’s shade for refuge” (Isaiah 30:1-2).
VIII.  The Holy Spirit works with and through our gifts so we can glorify God.

Exodus 31:3 And I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts.
Exodus 35:30-36:1  Through the Spirit of God Bezelel was given skill, ability and knowledge of all kinds of crafts—to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze. 
David (design of the temple):

He gave him the plans of all that the Spirit had put in his mind for the courts of the temple of the Lord and all the surrounding rooms, for the treasuries of the temple of God and for the treasuries for the dedicated things (1 Chronicles 28:12).
IX.  The Holy Spirit sets apart and raises us leaders. (parallel passage Acts13:2-4, Acts 20:25-29)
ADMINISTRATORS AND LEADERS (INCLUDING KINGS):

Joseph:

So Pharaoh asked them, “Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of God?” (Genesis 41:38).

Moses and the 70 Elders who help him:

17 “I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit that is on you and put the Spirit on them. They will help you carry the burden of the people so that you will not have to carry it alone.” … 25 Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke with him, and he took of the Spirit that was on him and put the Spirit on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied, but they did not do so again. 26 However, two men, whose names were Eldad and Medad, had remained in the camp. They were listed among the elders, but did not go out to the Tent. Yet the Spirit also rested on them, and they prophesied in the camp. 29 But Moses replied, “Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the Lord’s people were prophets and that the Lord would put his Spirit on them!” (Numbers 11:17, 25-29).

Joshua:

So the Lord said to Moses, “Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay your hand on him (Numbers 27:18).

Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did what the Lord had commanded Moses (Deuteronomy 34:9).

Saul:

The Spirit of the Lord will come upon you in power, and you will prophesy with them; and you will be changed into a different person. Once these signs are fulfilled, do whatever your hand finds to do, for God is with you” (1 Samuel 10:6-7).
When they arrived at Gibeah, a procession of prophets met him; the Spirit of God came upon him in power, and he joined in their prophesying (1 Samuel 10:10).

When Saul heard their words, the Spirit of God came upon him in power, and he burned with anger (1 Samuel 11:6).

13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah. 14 Now the Spirit of the Lord had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord tormented him (1 Samuel 16:13-14).

“The Spirit of the Lord spoke through me; his word was on my tongue (2 Samuel 23:2; cf. also Acts 1:16; 4:25).

C. THE JUDGES OF ISRAEL:

Gideon:

Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, summoning the Abiezrites to follow him (Judges 6:34).

Jephthah:

Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah. He crossed Gilead and Manasseh, passed through Mizpah of Gilead, and from there he advanced against the Ammonites (Judges 11:29).

Samson:

And the Spirit of the Lord began to stir him while he was in Mahaneh Dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol (Judges 13:25).

6 The Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat. But he told neither his father nor his mother what he had done… 19 Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power. He went down to Ashkelon, struck down thirty of their men, stripped them of their belongings and gave their clothes to those who had explained the riddle. Burning with anger, he went up to his father’s house (Judges 14:6, 19).

As he approached Lehi, the Philistines came toward him shouting. The Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power. The ropes on his arms became like charred flax, and the bindings dropped from his hands (Judges 15:14).

D. THE PROPHETS:

Elijah and Elisha:

I don’t know where the Spirit of the Lord may carry you when I leave you. If I go and tell Ahab and he doesn’t find you, he will kill me. Yet I your servant have worshiped the Lord since my youth (1 Kings 18:12).

9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?” “Let me inherit a double portion of your Spirit,” Elisha replied.… 13 He picked up the cloak that had fallen from Elijah and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 Then he took the cloak that had fallen from him and struck the water with it. “Where now is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” he asked. When he struck the water, it divided to the right and to the left, and he crossed over. 15 The company of the prophets from Jericho, who were watching, said, “The Spirit of Elijah is resting on Elisha.” And they went to meet him and bowed to the ground before him (2 Kings 2:9, 13-15).

But Elisha said to him, “Was not my spirit with you when the man got down from his chariot to meet you? Is this the time to take money, or to accept clothes, olive groves, vineyards, flocks, herds, or menservants and maidservants? (2 Kings 5:26).

Isaiah:

“Come near me and listen to this: “From the first announcement I have not spoken in secret; at the time it happens I am there.” And now the Sovereign LORD has sent me, with his Spirit. This is what the LORD says—your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: “I am the LORD your God, who teaches you what is best for you, who directs you in the way you should go” (Isaiah 48:16-17).

Ezekiel:

He said to me, “Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you.” As he spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard him speaking to me. He said: “Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against me; they and their fathers have been in revolt against me to this very day” (Ezekiel 2:1-3; cf. also 3:12, 14, 24; 11:1, 5, 24; 13:3; 43:5).

Daniel:

8 Finally, Daniel came into my presence and I told him the dream. (He is called Belteshazzar, after the name of my god, and the spirit of the holy gods is in him.) 9 I said, “Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in you, and no mystery is too difficult for you. Here is my dream; interpret it for me (Daniel 4:8-9).

“This is the dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, had. Now, Belteshazzar, tell me what it means, for none of the wise men in my kingdom can interpret it for me. But you can, because the spirit of the holy gods is in you” (Daniel 4:18).

There is a man in your kingdom who has the spirit of the holy gods in him. In the time of your father he was found to have insight and intelligence and wisdom like that of the gods. King Nebuchadnezzar your father—your father the king, I say—appointed him chief of the magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners. 14 I have heard that the spirit of the gods is in you and that you have insight, intelligence and outstanding wisdom (Daniel 5:11).

Micah:

“Do not prophesy,” their prophets say. “Do not prophesy about these things: disgrace will not overtake us.” Should it be said, O house of Jacob: “Is the Spirit of the Lord angry?

Does he do such things?” (Micah 2:6-7)

“But as for me, I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the Lord, and with justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression, to Israel his sin” (Micah 3:8).

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am going to do these things, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations where you have gone. 23 I will show the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, the name you have profaned among them. Then the nations will know that I am the Lord, declares the Sovereign Lord, when I show myself holy through you before their eyes. 24 “‘For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 28 You will live in the land I gave your forefathers; you will be my people, and I will be your God. 29 I will save you from all your uncleanness. I will call for the grain and make it plentiful and will not bring famine upon you. 30 I will increase the fruit of the trees and the crops of the field, so that you will no longer suffer disgrace among the nations because of famine. 31 Then you will remember your evil ways and wicked deeds, and you will loathe yourselves for your sins and detestable practices. 32 I want you to know that I am not doing this for your sake, declares the Sovereign Lord. Be ashamed and disgraced for your conduct, O house of Israel! (Ezekiel 36:22-32).

I will no longer hide my face from them, for I will pour out my Spirit on the house of Israel, declares the Sovereign Lord” (Ezekiel 39:29).

