John XIX
John 17:  The Hour Has Come.  Jesus Prays for His Disciples—for Unity

The Book of Signs is completed.  Jesus’ public ministry is done.  We are now in the Book of the Passion.  It is the night of the Last Supper, the scene in the Garden of Gethsemane, the betrayal, trial and execution of Jesus.  The time for Jesus’ glorification is here. “I, when I am lifted up…”  I will glorify God.

In this discourse, Jesus has reminded them of his love.  He showed them his love to the bitter end, symbolically, by washing their feet.
Jesus has also comforted his disciples.  The one who is about to be betrayed and killed in the most shameful way, is comforting them.
In my Father’s house there are many rooms.  If it were not so, I would not have told you.
I am going to the Father, but I am also sending the Advocate/Comforter/Holy Spirit.
People will persecute you, but it is me they are persecuting and, besides, the Holy Spirit will guide you into all truth, and he will give you words to say.
He has reminded them to abide in Him.  Apart from him they can do nothing,

Now, his discourse is over, and he is leading a final prayer—the last prayer he will have with the twelve (not counting his private prayer in the Garden).  What will Jesus be thinking about?   What will be on his heart?  What would Jesus want us to have on our heart when we look back to his death?  Let’s see.

John 17:1  Father the hour has come.

Up to now, Jesus has said several times, “My hour has not yet come.” (John 2:4, John 7:6, etc.)

What hour?  The “hour” of Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension  
The hour of his redemption of humanity.  
The greatest hour in all of human history.  
The consummation of the plan which had been in place since the time of Abraham.
The hour when all prophecy will be fulfilled
The hour when the world will take its best shot against God’s plan and be defeated.
When the Old Covenant will not be ended but completed
When the New Covenant will be established
The lamb, slain from the creation of the world Rev 13:8 is now ready to be slain.
Yes, the hour, truly has come.
Romans 5:6  At just the right time….  At the perfect moment in history, when, for the first time, there is a nearly universal language—Greek, and a nearly universal pax romana.

John 17:1 The hour for what?   For Jesus to be glorified—lifted up.  This has been a constant theme in John.   Doxa glory

Glory/glorify 9 times in John 17 alone. (36 in book of John)  17:1,4,5,10,22,24

John 3:14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.
John 8:28  When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I AM He.
John 12:32 I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.

John 17:3  This is eternal life: That they may know you, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.
A great memory verse.  This is eternal life…   This is what it comes down to.  This is the bottom line.  What is the bottom line?

What is eternal life?  Knowing God.  Not knowing about God.

The Greek word is ginosko which means to know intimately knowing, experiencing.

Spanish:  saber to know information  conocer to know by experience.

This intimate knowing is both the cause and the result of being saved.

Do you know Jesus?  Have you experienced Jesus?  What would that mean to you?

Q: How do I know God?  John 17:25-26   Jesus: I have made you known to them, so that your love may be in them, and that Jesus can be in us.

Q: How did Jesus do this?  Let’s go back to John 1:18  No one has seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.

Answer: we look at Jesus.  We stare at him.  We read about him (which we have been doing for the past 26 months), We act like him and feel what it is like to be like him. We meditate on him. We obey him.

John 17:4   God glorified Jesus but Jesus glorified God.  How?  By finishing the work the Father gave him to do.

That is how we glorify God.    Are you active in completing the work of God in the world?

Jesus never lost sight of the work God had given him.

2 Tim 4:6-8  I have fought the good fight and finished the race.

I hope and pray that, as I approach death, I will be able to say this.

How are you doing at fighting the fight God gave you and finishing the race he laid out for you.     (Or have you gotten too entangled in civilian affairs 2 Timothy 2:4)

What is the fight?  The fight is for people’s souls.

What a feeling that will be at the end of our lives to know that we did indeed fight that fight.

Are you a fighter for God?  Are you running that race?

v. 5  God is about to take Jesus back to where he came from  “with the glory I had with you before the world began—to his presence in the heavenly Tabernacle where he is seated right now.

John 17:6-19  Jesus prays for the apostles.  Maybe we should not analyze it too deeply. 

In John 17:1-5 Jesus prays for himself, then in John 17:6-19 for his apostles, then in John 17:20-26 for all believers.

What sticks out is Jesus’ incredible love and concern for the apostles.  Jesus is very concerned about his followers. Jesus is about to suffer an agonizing and shameful death.  When we think of Jesus, we should think of this passage.
A model for us praying for each other?

Some quotes:  v. 10  All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them.  (and glory to us through those we reach for Christ)

v. 17  Sanctify (make them holy, pure, blameless, set apart) them by the truth; your word is truth.  

Meaning:  Set them apart for the work I am sending them out to do (v. 18) you gave them this work by the Word of truth. (Though I will no longer be with them) The Word (and the Holy Spirit in them) will guide them in putting this work into effect.

Themes in this prayer:

v. 11,12,15 Jesus prays for the Father to protect from the evil one us by the power of his name

v. 13 Jesus prays we will have the full measure of his joy in us.  It is amazing that Jesus can be thinking of joy at this time.

John 17:20-26  Jesus prays not just for the apostles, but for all “who will believe in me.”
What are Jesus’ parting thoughts concerning us, as he goes to the Garden of Gethsemane, to his arrest, torture and death?

He wants us to love one another!!!!

Here, the emphasis is on our love of one another and our unity with one another.
v. 21 …that all of them may be one.   The Father in Jesus, Jesus in the Father, all of us in the Father, all of us in Jesus, Jesus in us, and all of us one with one another.

v. 22 …that they may be one as we are one.

That about sums it up.

What is Jesus’ prayer for the church?  That we may be one!

What can we do to help that prayer be fulfilled?   Make a phone call.  Pray. Come to midweeks!
Bear with one another.  Colossians 3:13  Eph 4:2
Accept one another when you disagree on significant issues Rom 15:7
Support the leadership, even when you do not fully agree.
Trust the good intentions of one another.
Apply the Golden Rule
Abhor gossip.
Love as Jesus loved.


v. 23 How will the world know we are the true church that Jesus died for and that Jesus loves them?     1. Jn 13:34-35   By our love for one another.    But, more specifically

…that they may be brought to complete unity. 

But what if there is a personality conflict?  But what if there is a strong difference of opinion?  But what if there is unresolved bad feelings?

…that they be brought to complete unity.   Then the world will know.

If you have any unresolved issues, you need to get them resolved the Matthew 18 way, but if that does not work, get someone else in there.

This is Jesus’ last prayer for us!!!!   V. 26  He wants to be in us!

Summary:

The hour has come!!!
Jesus is being lifted up and glorified!
The key to eternal life:   Knowing Jesus!!!
Jesus (and we) can glorify God by completing his work.
Jesus prays for our protection and our sanctification.
Jesus parting thought for us:  Be one as the Son and the Father are one!!!
