John XVIII  Take Heart: I Have Overcome the World.

John:  Jesus is revealed through his miracles and through his statements about himself. (and also through his fulfillment of the expectation of Jewish festivals)

Central Theme 
Jesus is the Son of God who reveals the father, providing eternal life to all who believe in him

Review John 14  Jesus comforts his disciples.

John 14:1-4   Trust in God, trust also in me.  In my Father’s house there are many rooms.  I am going there and preparing a place for you.

John 14:5  I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.

Jesus is the ONLY way.   But on the other hand, he is the way.

Jesus is the Truth.  His life embodies truth in the deepest sense.  In Him is truth.

Jesus is the Life.   I came that you may have life, He offers life, and life to the full.

John 14:14  Ask anything in my name…

John 14:15-31.   I am going away, but I will send the Comforter/Advocate/Counselor  who will be with you.

John 14:27 Do not let your heart be troubled. Do not be afraid.

Today:  Take Heart, I Have Overcome the World.   Jesus comforts (cont.)

John 15:18-25    Jesus’ assurance (which may not sound very reassuring) is that it is only natural that the world will hate you.  To the extent that you are like me, you will be hated by the world.  In any case, it is me, not you who they are hating.

The context:  Abide in me and love one another.

This passage includes six if/then statements.  Logical deductive reasoning.  If I let go of this object, it will fall.   For every action there is an equal but opposite reaction.

If the world hates you, keep in mind it hated me first.
If you belonged to the world…
If they persecuted me…
If they obeyed my teaching…
If I had not come…
If I had not done among them…

A question from my web site this past week:
Why is Jesus hated and mocked?  Let me quote from your class on Church History: "Even non-Christians will agree that Jesus is one of the greatest persons to live, because of his character, his compassion, his commitment to peace, to love, to serving the poor and so much more".     Why, then, is Jesus hated and mocked today?  
Answer:
Many people mock and some people even hate Christians and Christianity, but VERY few today will mock and hate Jesus Christ.  You will struggle to find anyone who will say bad things about the life of Jesus Christ--even the enemies of the religion he founded.  Of course, in John 15, Jesus tells us that those who hate his people also hate him, but the fact is that your proposal that many people hate and mock Jesus seems to me to not be true, or, at least it seems to be a rarity. 

So, a better question is why do people in the modern world hate Christianity and individual Christians specifically.  But you did not ask that question.
It is interesting, then that Jesus says: “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.”
Was Jesus hated in his own time?   Yes!!!!  They killed him!  They/we said, “Crucify Him, Crucify Him.”

Yet, today, people have very little bad to say about Jesus!

So, why do they persecute and “hate” us?

v. 25  Not because it is reasonable.  Not for any logical, rational reason.  It is pure emotion!           (unless, of course, we are rude, hateful, unneedfully provocative, unmerciful, hypocritical…)

I heal the sick, love the lost, love the unlovable, and they hate me.
Then I raise Lazarus from the dead and they hate me even more passionately!

v. 20   We are not more godly, gentle, peace-loving, humble as Jesus, so (v. 20) “If they (the world at that time) persecuted Jesus”   then    “They (the world at this time) will persecute you also.”

Because we do today what Jesus did then, which is call them to leave a life of sin, to live holy lives, to live for others, not for themselves, to love God more than they love themselves, to hate the things of the world, to love their enemies…

Because we are Christ-like.
Because we call them to change.
Because our righteous lives make them look bad.
Because we call them to love God more than self.
Because we call them to love those they hate.

Keep in mind that they hated me first. They do not actually hate me… Is that how it will feel at the time?  Maybe…  Probably not…    We will take it personally.   The reason they persecute is emotional.   Persecution feels emotional.

Why is this assurance?  Because it is proof positive that you are on the right track.  
It is evidence that “you do not belong to the world.”

Now we are getting down to the nitty gritty.   If no one is upset with you, it is time to start upsetting the apple cart.   Be Christ-like and call people to live Christ-like lives.

Share examples of persecution in India.
Woman in Yemen.
…. Al Hin.  in my life.  Cal State Bakersfield.  Kicked out of dorm, not given tenure.  

This is no one’s favorite passage!   But file this one away somewhere.

John 15:26-16:4  
Here, Jesus is continuing with comforting his disciples.  And by the way…

15:26  The Holy Spirit is an advocate.

v. 27  He will testify about me.    Luke 12:11-12  

John 16:1  I have told you this (that we have an Advocate who will put words in our mouths when we need him to do so) so you will not fall away.

Jesus is preparing us ahead of time, because when the persecution comes, we need to instinctually remember what is really going on.

I tell you this so you will not fall away.  I do not want you caught by surprise (Like Peter in John 18:15-18 who was waiting outside the door while Jesus was on trial).  

When your parents push back against your commitment.  When your professor mocks Christian beliefs.  When your boss threatens to fire you…  v. 4 “you will remember that I forewarned you.”


John 16:5-15  Jesus further comforts the Disciples 

Jn 16:6-7  It is for your good that I am going away.  What?  That is crazy.  That makes no sense.  Why?  Because it is better for us to have the Holy Spirit living in us than to have Jesus living among us.  If I do not go away, He cannot come.

John 16:8  The Holy Spirit will convict the world!!!  

Convict them about what?  Sin, righteousness and judgment.
This is good news.  How will he do this?  Through the words YOU will speak!   

Now, that is assurance!

v. 12-15  You will have miraculous understanding of the Scripture. Miraculous memory.  You will have incredible intuition.  You will know exactly what to do.

The Holy Spirit comes through at the most difficult times and situations!!!!

John 16:16-24  
v. 17   Jesus: You are kidding me.  You still do not understand????!!!!!

You will grieve and mourn, but your grieving and mourning will lead to joy.  This is how it always works.  Weeping for the night, but joy in the morning. (Psalm 

v. 21 Like a woman immediately after giving birth…   I will die but I will rise.

v. 23 (repeating John 14:13-14  Ask anything in my name (x2)…

Jesus:  It will get rough, but I have you covered.

Skip to John 16:29-33.  The key passage here!!!

v. 29  Now, we get it!!!   You know all things!   (duhhhhh, well, yeahhhh…)  You came from God.  (congratulations on your surprising discovery)

Great, but be aware that in must a few hours all of them will abandon him when Jesus is arrested.

v. 31   It is going to get really rough.   I will be killed, you will be scattered.  Everything will seem to fall apart.

But here is the bottom line:

In me you may have peace (despite all this!!!)  In this world you will have trouble, but take heart!!!!  I have overcome the world.                                                                                                

John 16:31-33  Summary of Ch 14:1-16:30 Take heart! I have overcome the world!!!     Overcome/conquered/prevailed over can also mean I have understood the world.  nenikeka  perfect tense a past action with continuing effect.  

In my Father’s house there are many rooms, and I am going there to prepare a place for you.

I am the Way, Truth and Live

Ask anything in my name.

I will send the Holy Spirit.

You will be persecuted, because you are like me.

But I will give you the words to say and miraculous knowledge when needed.

Here is the bottom line:

We have overcome, we are overcoming and we will overcome.  King Jesus reigns!  We win!   It is all over but the shouting.    Total victory is at hand.  Just hang in there.    I will rise from the dead.    Death can’t keep me down.

Summary:

To the extent we reflect Christ, to the same extent, we will be persecuted.  When (not if) it happens, remember that it is Christ they are hating.

And when it happens, remember that we have the Counselor, the Holy Spirit in us.  He (not you) will convict the world and will give you the words to speak.

Bottom line is this:  Jesus says “Take heart!  I have overcome the world!  And therefore, so will you!

