The Church
Alpha Omega Spring, 2025
Our Outline:
What is the Church?
The Church and the Kingdom of God
The Purpose of the Church
The Life of the Church

What is the Church?

1. The Church is the Bride of Christ.  Eph 5
2. The Church is the Body of Christ.  Coll 1
3. The Church is the Family of God.
4. The Church is where the Holy Spirit Dwells.

Note:
The word “church”  ekklesia  the assembly/called out   has two meanings in the Bible
1. The esoteric thing which Christ died in order to create and to love.  The thing to which all saved people belong, and which they enter upon baptism (1 Cor 12:13.

2. A local body of believers who worship God together, who submit to local leadership and who work together as a Christian , putting the one another passages into effect, and who act as a city on a hill to their local community.

1. The Bride of Christ
Eph 5:25-32  Christ loved the church.
v. 25 he gave himself up for her.  He died to protect her from her enemies.
v. 26 he made her holy and cleansed her.
v. 27 He presented the church as radiant, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish.
v. 32  I am talking about how a husband should treat his wife, but I am also talking about Christ and the church.

Q: What comes to mind when you think of a bride?
Beautiful?
Radiant?
Admirable?
Joyful
Full of hope and expectations

Here the church is LIKE a bride.     

(technically, we are not the bride of Christ but we are his betrothed 2 Cor 11:2)

Rev 19:6-8  More specific in its imagery.  Here the church IS Christ’s bride.
She is a radiant bride.    This is how Jesus feels about his church.

I remember Jan coming down the aisle.   Beautiful, radiant, happy, expectant.

Back to Eph 5:30 for we are members of his body.     Which brings us to 

2. The body of Christ.

Coll 1:15-18  v 18  Body of Christ.
The body does the bidding of the head.
The head can do little in this world without a body to do his bidding.

The church is Jesus’ principle means of acting in the world.

But this “body” idea is at least as much about the unity of believers as it is about the Lord and his servant.
The head and the body work as a unit.
But the body works as a unit with itself.  It takes two hands to hold something, and it takes two legs to walk.

Eph 2:12-18  v. 14  has made the two one.   V. 15  a new humanity out of the two    making peace.
The church is a place where a fantastically diverse group of people come together in a beautiful unity.   If Christ can unite Gentile (those who were far away) v. 17 and Jew (those who were near), then….

The blatant sinner is on an equal footing to the relatively “good” person.

Eph 3:3-6  The mystery—that God would unify Jew and Gentile in the Church.

But that brings us to our third point:

3 The family of God.

Eph 2:19-22   Household of God.   oikos  For them: household.  For us: family.

Here we are using def #2 of the church—a local body of believers who fellowship together, who are a city on a hill, and who are a family of God’s people.   (Points 1 & 2 are about the universal church)

We are not “like” family.  We are family.

You choose your friends.
You do not choose family.

Family/church is a place where you are known, for better or for worse.

Family/church is a place where your needs are met.

Family/church has privileges and obligations.

Family is a place where old and young, presentable and less presentable know one another and work together.  Protecting, admonishing, loving, spending fun time together.

This is what church is like.  It is how you know you are at church.

v. 20  It is a family who have a cornerstone—Christ
It is a family which has a foundation it builds on—the Bible

v. 21  In Christ the whole building is joined together.

4. Temple of the Holy Spirit.

The Church is a dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.
He lives in us individually.
But he also lives in the local church corporately.
This is a mystery.

Discussion Questions:

1. What does it mean to you, personally, that the Church is the bride of Christ.  What does it tell you God feels about you?

2. Which part of the body are you?  A finger?  A kidney?  In other words, what gift/role do you bring to the local church?

3. What privilege and what obligation of being in the family of God comes to your mind?



The Church and the Kingdom of God.   

Rev 21:2, 9-11    Who is this “bride”?
Last week, Rev 19:7-9  This bride included “God’s holy people.”  The church.

But, Revelation 21:2, 9-11 is not necessarily about the Church, but about the kingdom of God.
This week:  The Church and the Kingdom of God.

What is the kingdom of God?

1. It is the thing Jesus talked about, by far, more than anything else in the Synaptic Gospels.   Acts 1:3  It is also his principle subject when speaking to them after his resurrection.

2. The Kingdom of God is a “place” where God is king—where God reigns.

David Lipscomb:  The Kingdom of God embraces everything and every person in the universe over which God rules as king.”

Pre-eminently, the kingdom of God is a kingdom.  It has subjects and those subjects worship and submit to their King.

My definition:  The Kingdom of God is anywhere, any situation or any person where God reigns as king.

The Kingdom of God is a life submitted to God’s will.

3. The Kingdom of God is not coextensive with or equal to the church. It is much bigger than that.

David Lipscomb:  “The Kingdom of God embraces the church, but it is more extensive in its signification.”

The kingdom in its present state is not called ‘the everlasting kingdom’ but will grow into it.  It is the same kingdom in a lower stage of growth and development.”

Matthew 6:33   Seek first of all his Kingdom.    

Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will be added to you.  This IS the gospel.

The meaning:
Seek first to make God king     (Put your treasure in heaven)

But…    
4. The Kingdom of God is already but not yet…

The kingdom comes in stages.   It is revealed gradually.  It comes is starts and spurts.

Israel is the kingdom already but not yet.   We can clearly see how it is not yet!!!

The Church is the Kingdom already but not yet.

We are a picture, to the world, of what the kingdom is about.

Now it is already and not yet.

Eventually, it will come fully and in all its glory!!!

“God’s colonial outpost, the church, lives as a witness, in the present, of things to come.  Through Christ we have experienced resurrection, though we will face death.  Because of Golgotha, we have salvation, yet we wait in hope for the revelation of our redemption.  We have the “first fruits” (Rom 8:23) of the Spirit as God’s pledge of the rest of the harvest.”   [Kingdom Come, Hicks and Valentine]

Saved already but not yet
Righteous already but not yet.
Holy already but not yet.

5. The Church is the Kingdom of God.  (and I am not contradicting myself)

Is the church the kingdom?  Yes and no.   It is “already, but not yet”

Matthew 16:17-19 (Peter)
a. On this rock I will build my church.
b.  I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.

Conclusion:  What we do to build and to glorify the church, builds and glorifies the kingdom of God.

So, what should we do?

6. The Kingdom of God has a radical ethic in complete opposition to worldly kingdoms.

Now, we are really starting to get into what the Kingdom of God really is.

The Kingdom of God is occupied by citizens who in this world are aliens and strangers. 

We do not fit in, nor should we try to do so.

David Lipscomb:  “God calls us to a radical alien mentality, but he provides the power for such a life through his indwelling and empowering Holy Spirit that transforms us into the image of his Son.”

The early church chose a counter-cultural refugee lifestyle as opposed to feeling at home in this world.

Hebrews 11:13-16   We, like Abraham, live as foreigners, strangers, aliens in this world.

Hebrews 11:8-10   Abraham lived in tents.  Stranger in a strange land.  This is citizenship in the Kingdom of God!

Abraham lived in a land which would eventually be his people’s, yet he remained a foreigner.

Citizens of the Kingdom of God are aliens and strangers in this world.

“To live in the shadow of the second coming is to take seriously the ethic of Jesus.  The peculiarity of disciples is not that they wear quaint clothing or don’t use modern technology.  Rather their strangeness is located in their embrace of an ethic the world considers nonsense.”  [Kingdom Come   Hicks and Valentine]

Phil 3:20  Our citizenship is in heaven.

“We live as if the future is already present.”

We are not immigrants—they are planning on staying.  We do not.  We are here only temporarily as sojourners.  Therefore, unlike immigrants, we do not try to adapt to the “local culture” (the world).

7. The Kingdom of God is best described in the Sermon on the Mount.

This is our ethic!!!

What is valuable in the KOG?  Matthew 5:3-10   Being poor, mourning, meek, hungry, merciful, pure, peacemakers and persecuted.

(note: Matthew 18:1-4  Who is great in the kingdom?  (the servant))

This is what is valuable in the Kingdom.

This is the opposite of the world!!!!

Matt 5:17-48      Kingdom ethics is way beyond even what was preached to Israel.

Not just avoiding adultery, avoiding even thinking about it.

Not just avoiding murder, avoiding thinking badly of others

Not just loving your neighbor, loving your enemy.

Kingdom values:

Matt 6:25-33    The key:  Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness.

Matthew 6:19-21   Do not put treasures here.  This earth is NOT the kingdom!!!!!!

The entire sermon on the mount is about the Kingdom of God.   Jesus says to put our treasures in heaven, not on the earth.   

Example:   do not worry (literally, take no thought to) your life, your food (pleasure) and your clothing (appearances).    How opposite to the world is that?    The “Gentiles” do that.   No…   think about the kingdom.  Put your treasures there.  Do not lay up treasures here.  Do not give a thought to money.

Discussion Questions:

1. What does it mean to you to be a citizen of the kingdom of God?

2. How ought citizens in this kingdom live?   Any changes you need to make in order to be that kind of citizen?

3. What aspect of the kingdom of God do you find most interesting/attractive.

III.  The Purpose of the Church

A. To give glory to God
B. To spread the knowledge of and the wisdom of God.
C. To create a unified people in Christ.
D. To build up and to mature the believers who are in Christ.

A.  To give glory to God.  Eph 3:20-21  To him be glory in the church.  
The word glory here is doxa.  It means shining forth, radiance, splendor, honor, majesty, 

How does the church give glory to God?  How does the church show the radiance, splendor and majesty of God to the world?

2 Cor 3:12-18 (focusing on v. 18)

Paul uses the analogy of Moses, who beheld the glory of God, and who literally was glowing, but that glow faded over time.  Not so with us.

In Christ, this glow is unveiled and it is not fading.

We give glory to God when we contemplate/reflect the Lord Jesus Christ’s glory.  
The Greek here is  katoptrizomenoi   which literally means beholding as in a mirror

We are transformed into the image of Christ.
This is an individual thing, but it is also, and perhaps more importantly, a corporate contemplation/reflection.

The purpose of the Church is to show Christ-like transformation to the world.

1 Cor 3:10-15  

The foundation of us giving glory to God in Christ is based on careful building on the foundation—which is Christ.  Therefore, we must build with gold, silver and precious stones, not with wood, hay or straw.   We already saw that Jesus is the cornerstone of the church in Eph 2:20

Actually, points B through D are also more specific examples of how the Church can give God glory.

B.  To spread the knowledge and the wisdom of God.   Eph 3:7-11 (esp. v. 10-11)   Through the church the wisdom of God should be made known to the high muckety-mucks of the world.

God does this through the Church!  He announces his knowledge, his plan and his wisdom through what we, as the church, say and do.
 
2 Cor 3:12  Because we have this hope (of heaven, or a final resurrection) We speak boldly   …  to the glory of God.

2 Cor 4:13-15   We believe, and therefore we speak.  Note:  We.  This is a corporate thing.  As a church we believe and therefore we speak.

2 Cor 2:14-17  We spread the aroma of Christ.   We spread Christ-likeness to the people around us.   We exhibit Christ-likeness—showing the wisdom of God to the world, both by our speaking and by our living.

2 Cor 5:18-19  The ministry of reconciliation.   Ours is a ministry of reconciliation.  God is speaking through the church to the world regarding reconciliation.

C. To create a united people.  Eph 2:14-18 (focusing on v. 15)    This unity is only seen in the corporate church.  This is why we must be diverse in so many different ways.  

Ours is a student club as Alpha Omega, but even in this, we must be diverse.  We must bring together different races, personality types, political philosophies…   gamers and outdoors people, aggressive and compliant, politically progressive and conservative, people who care about fashion and people who could not care less, right-brained and left-brained, creative and accountants,  neat and messy,  rule-followers and don’t worry, be happy people.  Old and young,   naturalized and not…

We need to do this consciously and deliberately.

John 13:34-35    This is how the world will know we are disciples.  It is what the church does!

D.  To build up and mature the believers.   Eph 4:11-16.
The church is where individual Christians are taught, trained, mentored, led, equipped.

For what?  To serve, both within and without the church.

With what goal?   1. Unity in the church    and    2. Maturity of the individual members.
Discussion Questions:
1. What does it mean to you that the church should and does show the glory of God to the world?
2.  Have you, and has your church, been spreading the knowledge of God in Christ to the world?  How?
3. What does the unity in Christ mean to you?  What should it look like?

IV.  The Life of the Church

We now understand what the Church is.  
There are both the Church—the thing Jesus died for, and the church—the local body of believers who worship together, who put the one another passages into effect, and who are the light to the world—a city on a hill to their local community.
It is the bride of Christ.
It is body of Christ.
It is the family of God. 
It is the temple of the Holy Spirit.

We know that the church is an outward manifestation of the Kingdom of God.

We know the purpose of the Church:

A. To give glory to God
B. To spread the knowledge of and the wisdom of God.
C. To create a unified people in Christ.
D. To build up and to mature the believers who are in Christ.

We did not complete D. last week.

D.  To build up and mature the believers.   Eph 4:11-16.

The church is where individual Christians are taught, trained, mentored, led, equipped.
The church is the nest where the younger Christians are raised up to be mature and ready.  For what?  To serve, both within and without the church.

With what goal?   1. Unity in the church    and    2. Maturity of the individual members.

This is the “job” of the leaders of the church—to make sure that this happens.
It is the “job” of the elders, the evangelists and the teachers to do these things.

v. 14  Also, their “job” is to teach correct, sound doctrine, so that the members are not blown about by all the false teachings which are out there.

Now…  The Life of the Church.

What should characterize the daily life of the church, as well as the times of devotion and worship?  What should the church look like, both when we come together, and when we are in our homes and in our communities?

Eph 4:15-16  
1. It should be a place where the truth is spoken…
And spoken in love.     

2. A place where growth and moving on to spiritual maturity is happening.

3. A place where the purposes of the church are accomplished, by each part doing its work.
Its work is:
a. Putting into practice the purpose of the Church.

A. To give glory to God
B. To spread the knowledge of and the wisdom of God.
C. To create a unified people in Christ.
D. To build up and to mature the believers who are in Christ.

b. A place where each one’s gift is developed and used to the glory of God.
1 Peter 4:10-11

Q: Have you been doing your work?  Be specific.  What have you been doing to build up the church and to bring unity to it?

Q: Have you been a supporting ligament, creating unity and working together, rather than criticizing, creating factions and the like?

Eph 4:17-5:21    Things to look for.

v. 17-24  The church is very different from the world.   The old, worldly self has died—has been buried with Christ.

Eph 4:25-28  The church is a safe place.  Why? Because we speak honestly to one another, and where we talk through our differences.  

Q: Who here has been angry at someone else in this room at least one time?

Q: Well, what are we supposed to do about it?
We talk to the person, but we take a deep breath first.
We get angry, but we do not bring that anger to our talks.
We take care of conflict quickly.

Can you commit to this?
	
Eph 4:29-5:7     The church is not just a safe place, it is a holy place.

a. We VERY carefully avoid “unwholesome talk.”   Some of us, myself included, have allowed “kidding” each other to approach or even cross this line.
And let me add Eph 5:4 “course joking.”

b. We adamantly pursue speaking only things that will build each other up.
Gossip is anathema in the church.

If you are EVER talking about someone who is not in the room, be absolutely sure that if the discussion was brought out into the light it would pass the gossip smell test—that you would say to that person if they were there what you are saying to them when they are not there.

I have heard a significant number of conversations which do not pass this test.

Remember these words:  “Only what is helpful for building others up according to THEIR NEEDS.”         Am I meeting their needs in this conversation?

To do otherwise is to “grieve the Holy Spirit.” (v. 30)    Wow!!!

c. Bitterness, rage, anger, verbal brawling, slander, malice.
Unlike b., I have seen very very little of this.

The key:  v. 32   Forgiving one another.  Q: How?   Easy.  As Christ forgave you.

Discussion Questions:

1.  What is one of your “gifts,” and what are you doing, specifically, to use it in the church, to achieve the purposes of the church?

2. How do you feel you do, overall, in speaking the truth in love?  a. In “speaking the truth” and b. Doing it in love?

3. Have you had the habit of talking about others when they are not “in the room” in a way that they would not appreciate if they were there in the conversation?  Let’s be real here.

4. Have you held any anger or bitterness toward a fellow believer?  If appropriate, can you be open about that now? (consider not sharing right now if that would be best).

Life In the Church part II

So far…    What Is the Church? (bride, body, family, temple)
The Church and the Kingdom.  The church is an earthly outpost of the Kingdom of God.
The purpose of the Church  (give glory, spread knowledge of God, united people, edify and mature the members)
The Life of the Church
So far…   I. Eph 4:17-24  The church is VERY different from the world.  We put off the old self, and put on the new self.  We live by a radically different moral and ethical standard than the world.

II. Eph 4:25-28   The church is a safe place.  Why? Because we speak the truth in love to one another.  And we do not let the sun go down on our anger.  We talk things through.

III. Eph 4:29-5:7  The church is a holy place
a.  We avoid unwholesome talk and coarse joking.

b. We adamantly pursue speaking only things that will build up other people.
We do not say things when they are not here that we would not say if they were there.
For us, gossip is anathema.  4:30 Unedifying talk grieves the Holy Spirit.  Very tough language.

c. 4:31  We abhor every form of bitterness, rage, anger, verbal brawling, slander, malice.   How?  We have learned how to forgive one another as God forgave us. (v. 31)

Now, new material: d.   5:3  Absolute sexual purity.    Not even a hint.   Do NOT put anyone in the position of wondering what is going on.

Brothers and sisters.   Be EXTREMELY careful about spending time alone together.   But if you do…
1 Tim 5:1-2   Treat younger women as sisters…  with absolute purity.

Jan has called me out on this a couple of times.   She is right, at the very minimum, to bring this up.              If you do, tell someone, and report back at the end.

This is why we suggest double dating for disciples.

Let’s say this again…    Eph 5:3  Not even a hint.    Not even the possible appearance.    Is this legalism?  No!  It is Bible.  Legalism is making myself the church’s enforcer of rules about this.  We need conviction, then we would not need guidelines.

A hint:   Talking or texting with a member of the opposite sex after midnight.
Spending time alone together in the bedroom, in the apartment, or in any non-public situation.
Talking about intimate, very personal things too soon.  

You say: “I am fine.  No problem.  I am an exception.”  1 Cor 10:12-13  “If you think you stand, be careful that you do not fall.”

This is especially true in male-female relationships!!!!!!!

v. 13  God will provide a way of escape.  And here it is:  Not even a HINT of any sexual immorality or impurity.

Eph 5:5  Immorality, impurity and greed are cardinal sins.  They amount to idolatry.

Eph 5:6 Do not be deceived here.  We are SOOOOO easily self-deceived when it comes to male/female relationships.   
Summary:  Not even a hint.  Not even the possible appearance.
Eph 5:8-21   Again, remember, we are very different from the world.

v. 11 In the church deeds of darkness are exposed appropriately and sensitively (every case is different), but they are exposed.

v. 21  Submit yourselves to one another.  The church is a place where this happens.   It is a place where we express our thoughts, our opinions, our goals, our desires, but…   We readily give way to the thoughts, opinions, goals and desires of others.

Phil 2:3-4   Be willing to put the needs, thoughts, opinions, goals, and desites of others before your own.  This is HARD!!!!

The church is a place where we get advice on big decisions.  Should I take this job?  Should I move to this place?  Should I consider dating this person?  Should I buy this car?   
The rest of Ephesians is admonishments about family and about individual spirituality.    With one exception.

Eph 6:18-20  I. The church is very different from the world
II. The church is a safe place.
III. The church is a holy place.

IV. The church is a praying place.  Eph 6:18-20

v. 18  All different kinds of prayers.   Are there different kinds of prayers?
Group, individual, public, private, short, long, Adoration, Praise, Confession, Petitions…
v. 18  Always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.  Q: Do you keep a prayer list?
v. 19 Pray for your leaders—that their ministry, preaching, evangelism may be zealous, bold, successful, wise, etc.


Discussion Questions:
1. Has there been a situation in which you did not fully implement the admonition to avoid even a hint of impurity?  Share if appropriate.
2. What ways can you do a better job of “submitting to one another?”
3. Devoted to apostle’s teaching, fellowship, public worship and prayer… Which is your strength and which is your weakness?


The Life of the Church III

Our Outline:
What is the Church?
The Church and the Kingdom of God
The Purpose of the Church
The Life of the Church

What is the Church?
The bride of Christ
The body of Christ
The family of God
The temple of the Holy Spirit

The Church is the Kingdom of God on Earth, and is a city on a hill—a place set apart.

The Purpose of the Church
A. To give glory to God
B. To spread the knowledge of and the wisdom of God.
C. To create a unified people in Christ.
D. To build up and to mature the believers who are in Christ.

The Life of the Church   The Church is characterized by:

I.  The Church is a place which is very different from the world. 
II.   The Church is a safe place (because we speak the truth in love).
III.  The Church is a holy place (where unwholesome talk, gossip, and impurity in every form are not allowed—only things which will build up)
IV.  The Church is a praying place.


Today: Acts 2:42-47    A second description of life in the ideal church.

The church in Jerusalem, under the apostles, serves as a paradigmatic model for all churches.

V. A place that is devoted to the apostle’s teaching.

This a commitment, both of the individual members of the church, but also of the corporate church. 
Lots of in-depth Bible study and teaching is happening regularly in group meetings.
But the individual members are devoted to this as well.
Do you have conversations about your quiet times, what you have been learning?
Do you even know how your Christian friends’ quiet times are going, what they are learning, etc?

Do you have a plan to deepen your own knowledge of the Scripture?
a. Reading through the entire Bible.
b. Studying out a particular essential doctrine.
c. In-dept studies of particular books (commentaries, etc)
d. Preparing yourself to teach the Bible to others.

VI.  A place that is devoted to the fellowship.
This is a strength of our church.  Keep it up.   A couple of us are a bit on the fringe, and need to be more devoted to our meetings and to fellowship than they are.  Well…  Talk to them.

Fellowship occurs in many ways.  Acts 2:46-47  Daily fellowship.  Eating in each other’s homes.

Double dates, game nights, Fri. activities, d-times, hanging out together.
Hebrews 10:23-25  Encouraging, spurring on, meeting together.  Heb 3:13  Daily… as long as it is called today.

Suggestion:  Do not go a day without at least some sort of contact (beyond a text)

VII.  The breaking of bread, in this context, is a reference to the Lord’s Supper,  but more broadly to worship.   Devoted to public worship.    Not sure how we are doing on this.  

Q: What is the meaning of worship to you?

Greek: proskuneo   Bowing, showing reverene, respect, prostrate

Jan has advised me that all “fun” events have a spiritual aspect to them.  

Ephesians 5:19-20  We need to improve our worship—form a worship team.

So, come this Saturday at 9:00.  
	
VIII. Already covered.  A place that is devoted to prayer.

Acts 4:23-31  Some powerful, bold prayer!!!
Prayer night July 11
Wed 7:00 AM prayer for Merced

IX.  Acts 2:44-45  The church is a place where basic emotional psychological, spiritual and financial needs are taken care of.  

Acts 4:32-37   v. 34  No unmet needs among them.


They sold possessions—even homes—to care for those in need.  Because of the Greek Christians, this was a particularly great need.

Let me add something the 1st century church would not have been as aware of.  Let’s look out for one another’s psychological and emotional health as well.
Learn discernment here.

X.  The church is a “place” where numerical growth occurs.  People are shared with and people are baptized.  Acts 4:4 But many who heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed grew to about five thousand.  Acts 5:14 Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number.   Acts 6:7  So the word of God spread.  The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.

Discussion Questions:
1. How can we improve our worship times?

2. How is your Christian fellowship doing?

3. Are you involved in helping your church to grow in numbers?

4. Have you been devoted to the apostle’s teaching? How might you improve this?



