The Book of Deuteronomy
Deuteronomy I   Remembering
Background:
Deuteronomy is the last of the Pentateuch, the “Law” of the Jewish canon.
Last year we had about 15 sermons from Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers.
Deuteronomy means, literally second Law.  It was considered to be a second reading of the Law of Moses.
Content:
Deuteronomy stresses the idea of covenant and, specifically covent-loyalty.
The Hebrew word for this is hesed.  God is making a covenant of mutual love, faithfulness—of loyalty—both with Israel as a group, and with the individual Israelites.
God is loyal to his covenant, and he wants us to be loyal to him.
Theme verse in Deuteronomy.  The “shema.”  Deut 6:4-5 (and 10:12-13)
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your strength.
Note “our” God.  Not the Lord, the God…  This is a personal relationship.
Fun fact:  Most likely the “book of the Law” discovered by Josiah in 2 Kings 22:8 is Deuteronomy.
Deuteronomy consists of three kinds of material:
Law
Story   It is the story of Deliverance,  Guidance through the Wilderness, Rebellion, learning to rely on God, and Preparing to Enter 
Exhortation   Like Hebrews, there are many exhortations for how to live in the kingdom of God, and how to make it to the Promised Land
Consider the setting:  Forty years of wandering are completed.   The entire first generation of those who experienced the Passover, the Exodus, the crossing of the Red Sea and the receiving of the Law at Sinai have died.   As God had promised, their “bodies perished in the wilderness.”  To whom God swore, “they would never enter his rest.”  Why?  Because of their unbelief—because of their disobedience.  (Heb 3:17-19)
Numbers 14:20-24   How sure can we be that they will not enter?  “as surely as I live, and as my glory fills the whole earth.”  
Why?  They saw the miracles God worked, but tested God through unbelief.
v. 23  They “treated me with contempt.”
Q: Have you treated God with contempt?   
If so, you will never enter his rest!!!!
v. 24  These guys made it right to the borders of the Promised Land, but did not make it in.
Hopefully, you are like Caleb (or Joshua Deut 1:38), and follow God wholeheartedly.
Now:  40 years later.  God has tested and refined his people, and now he is preparing the to enter his rest.
Israel is in the precarious place between the promise at Sinai and the fulfillment in the Promised Land.
Deuteronomy is SO relevant to us as a people of God!!!
It is my 3rd favorite book in the OT after Daniel and Genesis (but Ezekiel can give it a run for its money)
Deut 1:1-5  The background: Numbers.  They have defeated the Amorites and Og, king of Bashan, East of the Jordan.
Here they are at the Northern end of Moab, overlooking the Jordan.
Deut 1:6-8  Here, Moses takes them back to Horeb.  BTW, where Exodus-Numbers calls it Mt. Sinai, Deuteronomy calls it Mt. Horeb.  You have spent enough time preparing to enter.  Now it is time to enter the Promised Land.
“Break camp and advance.”  A great scripture for us two weeks before the Fall semester starts at UC and MC.
v. 7 God says, “See, I have given you this land.”
Moses is giving these young disciples a pep talk.  An evangelistic charge.  Kind of like the ICMC. 
v. 8  Moses reminds them of the big picture.  What is happening now is part of the realization of the Promise to Abraham.
Deut 1:9-18  But we need to select some of the young brothers and sisters to help lead this charge.  I am like Moses, and Jan is like Zipporah.  We are old!  We cannot do it alone.
Stephanie:  You set up the meeting places.
Josh: You get out there and tell the people.
Pierce:  You talk to all the students in your classes.
Manny and Sandy:  You feed the troops.
Katie and Michael:  You set up the mobile field hospital to take care of those who experience a setback.
Deut 1:19-46  A retelling of the sad story of the twelve spies and their lack of faith and obedience.
Let Deut 1:26-28 not apply to us!  When God says to “go up,” we need to go up!
Do not say to God, “I will not go up.”
Q: Have you done so?
It is worth noting that taking the Promised Land is both a command and a promise.  We are told to take the land.  And we are promised that we will have the Land.  As we “take the land” of Merced, let us remember that this is a command, but it is also a promise.
It is also worth noting how many times God’s people rebelled and were unfaithful. They grumbled (v. 26), and they even concluded that God hated them! (v. 27).  Have you ever done these things?
Yet, in the end, with God, they took the land.  That is AMAZING.
This tells me two things:
God is very merciful and patient with his people.
When God makes a promise, he fulfills it.
Aren’t you glad that God is patient and merciful to us?
But do you want to continue to try God’s patience and live in unbelief, or do you want to go up and take the land???
Q: Why should they be confident?  V. 30  Because God is going before them.  He is preparing the way. (like he did when they left Egypt).  Again, theology through story.
v. 34. God was not happy!
Deut 1:37  God was even angry with Moses.  Moses dies on Mt. Nebo at the end of Deuteronomy.
Deut 1:41-42.  OK, so now we will go.
But this time, God was NOT with them.  Defeat!!!  When we do things that are against God’s will, good luck!
We are skipping Deut 2:1-3:20—the story the death of the first generation, leaving Kadesh Barnea in the desert, passing around Edom and Moab, conquering Sihon, Og and Bashan, East of the Jordan and the settling of Reuben, Gad and Menassah, East of the Jordan.  But these tribes are commanded to cross the Jordan to help the other tribes conquer Canaan.   All was covered in Numbers.
At this point, the story in Numbers has been completed and we come to new material in Deuteronomy.
Deut 3:21-29 Moses is speaking.   Joshua commissioned.  V. 22 Do not be afraid.
God is telling us not to be afraid, because God is with us.  God has put fear into the Moabites, the Edomites and all the peoples of Canaan.
3:26-29  God to Moses:  You can look at the land from Mt. Pisgah, but you may not enter it (because you struck the rock rather than speaking to the rock)
With Deut 4 the book really begins.  This is the beginning of a sermon which lasts all the way through Deut 30:20  
What is God’s message to disciples?
Deut 4:1-8  Pay careful attention to this Law.  Do not add to it or take away from it. 
For what nation is there like Israel, who has their gods near them as the Lord YHWH is near us, whenever we pray to him.
Do you realize how awesome God is?  No ancient religion invented a God who loves us and who wants a relationship with us.  All the “gods” wanted to be served—wanted us to make them happy, but we have a much greater God—one who wants a relationship with us!
Summary:
Deuteronomy is a book of Law.
It is a book of story about God’s relationship with us.
It is a book of exhortations for how to be a faithful disciple
It is time for us to “break camp and advance.”
When God says to go up, we need to go up!
We need to develop plans and raise up leaders to take the land.
We can overcome because God is marching ahead of us.
We need to pay very careful attention to God’s Word and we need to follow God’s word so that we may live and possess the kingdom of God.



Deut 29:1  A second covenant “in Moab”, in addition to that at Horeb (Sinai) 

