John XX
John 18 & 19  The Passion Story
We are in the “Book of the Passion.”
Last week we saw the end of the 5+ chapter description of the events of the last night of Jesus’ life.
In this discourse, Jesus has reminded them of his love.  He showed them his love to the bitter end, symbolically, by washing their feet.
Jesus has also comforted his disciples.  The one who is about to be betrayed and killed in the most shameful way, is comforting them.
In my Father’s house there are many rooms.  If it were not so, I would not have told you.
I am going to the Father, but I am also sending the Advocate/Comforter/Holy Spirit.
People will persecute you, but it is me they are persecuting and, besides, the Holy Spirit will guide you into all truth, and he will give you words to say.
He has reminded them to abide in Him.  Apart from him they can do nothing,
Then Jesus prays his greatest prayer.  His last public prayer.  His prayer for complete unity.  “Father, may they be one as you and I are one.”
Remember John 17:3  This is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.
John 18-19 The Passion of Jesus
Features of John’s account:
Jesus is completely in control.
Jesus has predicted what is happening.
Jesus is fulfilling prophecy.
Jesus is being bold.
John 18:1-11
Jesus heads to the Mount of Olives, East of the city.  John skips the scene of Jesus praying in the garden of Gethsemane
John 18:4  Jesus, knowing what was going to happen to him.  In this entire account, John is constantly emphasizing that Jesus is TOTALLY in control.  He knows exactly what will happen, and he knows exactly what he is doing.  He is deeply aware of all the prophecies being fulfilled this night.
John 18:5  “I am he”  I, I AM  ego eimi
They, including the soldiers and Jewish officials, bow to the ground.
All will bow at the feet of Jesus one day (Phil 2:10,11).
v. 8  Again, I am He.
v. 8  Jesus is fulfilling one of his own prophecies John 6:39
v. 10 Malchus named, probably because he became a Christian.
v. 10-11  Jesus: God is in control.  Do not try to stop them.  Again, Jesus is totally in control of the situation.
John 18:12-13,19-24  Jesus before the high priest Annas (technically the former high priest)  Jesus calmly answers Annas’ questions, but is slapped in the face.
v. Note: Unwittingly, Caiaphas had prophesied that Jesus would die for the people in John 11.
Note how bold he is with Annas as he confronts him.  18:20-21  Why question me? Ask those who heard me.  v. 23  If I said something wrong, testify as to what is wrong.  But if I spoke the truth, why did you strike me?

Jesus is silent when accused, but he is also bold in facing his accusers.  He is looking his accusers in the face, not looking at the ground.  

Jesus is sent to Caiphas.
(Peter disowns Jesus a 2nd and 3rd time.)
John skips the kangaroo court trial before Caiaphas.  We know that Jesus was falsely accused, but remains silent before his accusers.  He is accused of blasphemy.  They spit in his face, strike him with their fists and mock him—“prophesy, who hit you?”
John 18:28-40   Trial before Pilate.   Ignoring Jesus appearance before Herod Antipa, saying little about Annas, and ignoring the “trial” before Caiaphas,  John chooses to focus in almost exclusively on the trial before Pilate.
Why?  To emphasize Jesus vs. the “world.”
In this account, understand that you and I are also on trial.
v. 29-30  Charges?  What charges?
v. 32 This took place to fulfill what Jesus had said about the kind of death he would die.  What kind of death is that?  Being lifted up on a cross.  The Jews did not have the power of crucifixion.  But all this is to fulfill clear prophecy (Psalm 22:16-18    Zechariah 12:10  They will look on me, the one they have pierced.
Also, notice how he questions Pilate almost as much as Pilate questions him. (18:34 Is that your own idea, or did others talk to you about me?)
19:11  “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above.”

v. 35  What have you done?
v. 36  I have proclaimed the kingdom of God—a spiritual kingdom.
v. 37  Pilate:  Now we are getting somewhere.  You are giving me a reason to give the Jews what they want!!!
Jesus:   Let me tell you why I am here, and why the Jews brought me here:
I tell them the truth.—
v. 38  Pilate the postmodern:  What is truth?   Jesus: I AM the truth
v. 38-40  We were given a choice:  Jesus, the only sinless man who ever loved. The greatest social revolutionary in history.  The greatest teacher in the history of the Jews, miracle-worker, healer…
And Barabbas.  Almost certainly the most notorious criminal in custody, a terrorist, a murderer—an evil man.
Why?  Because Pilate did NOT want to execute an innocent man.  He could lose his position over this if word reached Rome.
So, do we give Pilate credit here?  NO!!!!!
But the Jews were “worse” than Pilate!
They chose Barabbas.
But this is not as surprising as you think.  Everyone in this world has been given a choice:  Jesus or Satan—the one who comes to lie, to steal to kill and to destroy (John 10:.  Every one of us chose Barabbas.  Do not be fooled.  To not think about what the Jews did, unless you are willing to judge yourself.  
You/We chose Barrabas!
John 19:1-7  Pilate is desperately trying to NOT crucify Jesus.
v. 1 He has him flogged—a punishment, arguably, more cruel that crucifixion itself.
(show the picture of the flogging from Passion of the Christ)
He brings him back, back, shoulders, butt and legs torn to ribbons.  Surely this is enough!
v. 2 Then, in front of us all, he had him mocked, by dressing him in comical king-like robes and a crown of thorns intended to be a mockery of his claimed kingship.
v. 4 Pilate: Have you seen enough?	
v. 4  I know what you are asking me to do, but he is not guilty of any crime against Rome.  Help me out here! 
But we said to Pilate:  No, that is not enough.  He is too righteous.  He is too loving.  He is too sacrificial.  He tells us the truths we do NOT want to hear.  He is upending our safe religiosity for a revolutionary, world-changing worship of God.  
We can’t have that!!!
No, we said, you must crucify him!
v. 6 We shouted in unison:  Crucify him!    Totally ignorant of the fact that, in doing so, we were fulfilling the prophecy in Psalm 22, and acting according to the will of God.
John 19:8-16  Final conversation between Pilate and Jesus.  Remember that Jesus has already been flogged nearly to death, and been mocked, slapped, spit upon and had thorns driven into his skull…
Pilate: Who are you that the people have this irrational hatred for?  I can help you out.  Give me something here.  
v. 10 Jesus silent, fulfilling Isaiah 53:7
Jesus says to the world:  You think you are in control.  You think you have me put in a box and explained away.  You think you can live as you will and ignore the truth I tell.  Well, let me tell you, world, American society, world powers, atheist, secular humanist…   I am in control here. You have no power over me.
Does the world have power over you?  It had no power over Jesus.
Pilate to us:  I beg you to have some mercy on this man (and to save me from this very dangerous political situation for me)
Here is your “king.”
We said, our king is Satan.  Our king is Rome.  We act so religious, but when the rubber meets the road, when it comes down to our own self-interest and our own sinful desires vs. God’s command, we said, No, our king is Rome.  Our king is the standards of the world
We said, NO!!  We said Crucify Him.
John 19:17-28  This is a gruesome but familiar story, yes?
v. 18  They crucified him…   Such simple words.  We crucified the Son of God.  
(show the picture of the nail from a crucifixion)
In a further attempt to distance himself from political consequences, he puts the sign above the cross: Jesus of Nazareth: King of the Jews.  
Here is my excuse for executing Jesus:  He claimed to be a king, in opposition to Caesar.  So, I had to do this.  I had no choice.
But of course, from his personal conversation with Jesus, he knew different.  
“My kingdom is not of this world.”
The Jews:  That is not what we said. Don’t put this on us.  Pilate: That is what I say!
At this point, the final result is sealed.
Oh wait, Jesus could call the whole thing off at this point, could he not?
John 19:23-24 John notes the fulfillment of Psalm 22:18  They divide my garments among them, and cast lots for my clothing!  John was there.  He saw it for himself.
Also, John 19:28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” (Psalm 69:21)

John 19:36-37  These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: Not one of his bones will be broken (Exodus 12:46, Numbers 9:12, Psalm 22:17, Psalm 34:20), and as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.” (Zechariah 12:10) 

v. 25-26 John notes the intimate moment when Jesus, while in the greatest possible agony, asks John to take care of his mother.  For the rest of her live, she lived with John.  Did John make up this detail?  No way.  Everyone knew what happened to Mary!
John 19:28-37  
v. 28 John continues to note all the prophecy-fulfillments happening during the trial and execution of Jesus.
Then, having fulfilled all the prophecies surrounding his death, Jesus says, “It is finished”
Just a few hours earlier, Jesus said, “The Hour has come.”
v. 29 Now he says, “It is finished.”
Even in the very end, as He gives up his spirit.  Jesus even chooses the moment of his death. 19:30  “It is finished.”

The deed is done.
Sin has been atoned for.
The world has taken its best shot at Jesus, and in a striking irony, at the moment of his death, Jesus wins everything.
Satan thought he won, but his very victory becomes his utter defeat!!
The powers of the world were defeated at the cross.
Remember the words of the only parable recorded in John.
“Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed.  But if it dies, it produces many seeds.
Will you be one of those seeds?   Will you look at Jesus on the cross, and come to him to have life?
Remember, that in order to live with him, you must also die with him.
Are you ready to die with Christ?
Are you ready to die to your sins, but live for God?
Are you ready to be buried with him in baptism in order that, just as he was raised from the dead, you, too, can live a new life?
