John XXI
Feed My Sheep
The Gospel of John is done.
John has accomplished his intentions, which is to tell us who Jesus is through his statements about himself and through the miracles he worked, to glorify God, to lift up Jesus, and, ultimately, to create faith in Jesus. 

John 1:14  The Word of God became flesh and dwelled for a while among us.  We have seen his glory: The glory of the one and only Son of God, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:18  No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God, and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.
John 3:14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life.
I am the bread of life.
Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.
I am the light of the world.
Before Abraham was born, I Am.
I Am the good shepherd.
I Am the gate/door
I Am the resurrection and the life.
I Am the Way, the truth and the life.
I Am the true vine.
Truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.
A new command I give you: Love one another. Even as I have loved you, so you must love one another.
Now, this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.
Then we saw Jesus in complete control, fulfilling multiple prophecies, as he willingly gave his life so that we could have eternal life.
Ch 21  is an epilogue.  It appears to be added on to an already-complete gospel. This section appears to have been appended to the book, which has a very natural end with 20:31 But John has a really good reason to include it.

Is it written by John?  If anything it is more personal and more obviously by John than the rest of the gospel. 21:24  This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down.
But first, let us go back to John 20:30-31, where John summarizes what came before.

After giving his accounts of the post-resurrection appearances to Mary Magdalene, to Peter and John, to the apostles w/o Thomas, and then to the apostles, including Thomas, Thomas says, John 20:28  “My Lord and my God.”  To this Jesus says about us,  20:29  Blessed are those who have not seen me [physically] and yet have believed.”

John 20:30-31   John reminds us of his purpose in writing this unique gospel.

I chose these particular events, miracles and discourses with one purpose: that you believe in Jesus, and by believing, have life in his name.

A simple question:   Do you believe in Jesus? 

 Do you have that saving faith which goes beyond intellectual assent, but one which leads you to hold to Jesus’ teaching (John 8:31)—a faith that, like Abraham trusts God’s promises, and acts on that trust to sacrifice our greatest gifts on the altar?

John 21:1-9  

An eighth miracle/sign… but note John tells us there were MANY more 21:25  Jesus did many other things as well.

Purpose of the epilogue:  An eighth sign, but 1. To clear up the problem which was created when Peter denied Jesus—to explain the restoration of Peter
2. And to belie the belief that John would not die until Christ returns

7 disciples: five named and two not named (but one is John!), are hanging out in Galilee.  Have they abandoned Jesus?  No, but they are back fishing.

What do they need?  They need marching orders from Jesus, which they will receive in more than one way (Matt 28:18-20, Acts 1:8).  Here Peter and John, the two most important apostles in the early church will be given very personal marching orders.
And by the way, these are YOUR marching orders!

v. 3 Without “marching orders” they caught nothing.   Me: I want to catch something.  I want to be fruitful.  I want my life to count for something.  I want that when I leave this world, I leave something behind.

But I need Jesus’ marching orders…

v. 5    How’s the fishing?    A little dig here?  A little humor from Jesus?

Cast your nets on the right side…. Finally, John (the beloved disciple) recognizes Jesus.  (they were 100 yards away) Peter is very fired up.   Was memory jogged by casting on the right side?

21:11  153 fish.  Symbolism?  Numerology?  No 153 fish.  This is a first-hand account!!!  (also note details such as Peter putting his outer garment back on, about 100 yards, etc.)

Lesson:  When Jesus sends you out to fish, count on a large catch!!!   We have caught 22 “fish” so far in Merced.    

On shore, Jesus has already (miraculously?) begun cooking fish and bread like John 6

John 21:10-14     Jesus reenacts the loaves and fishes of John 6.
How would you feel if you were John?    Jesus is watching out for me. He is taking care of me.  Jesus has an intimate relationship with me.

What an amazing breakfast this must have been.  Imagine being there.  Jesus is very human here.

John 21:15-19   Jesus restores Peter to the preeminent place among the apostles.

This is the purpose of John 21: to explain the place of Peter and John in the church from a perspective about 50 years later.

Three challenges  “Simon do you love me more than these?”   

Two interpretations.  Do you love me more than you love the guys?  Or   Do you love me more than these guys love me?     It is the second one for  sure.   Remember, Peter said that he would lay down his life for Jesus.  Peter had claimed to have a greater love for Jesus that the others.   Peter is fanatically in love with and attached to Jesus.   He does some very impulsive things to show his love for Jesus. (like jumping in the lake when he realizes it is Jesus on shore.  

The other apostles are probably shaking their heads at the impulsive Peter.  There he goes again…)

So, Peter, you said you love more than the others love me.  But look what you did in the courtyard.  Am I to believe you?

Three times.  Why?  Probably because of three denials.

Is there a great importance in the two Greek words for love here?  philo  vs  agapas 

In v. 15, 16 Jesus asks Peter if he agapas him, and Peter says that he philo him.
In v. 17  Jesus asks if he philo Him, and Peter, in great anguish, you know I philo you.

Probably not because 1. John uses the two interchangeably   and   2. They are speaking in Aramaic, which, like English, has one word for both concepts.

Either way, we can really feel Peter’s anguish here.  Jesus is raking him through the coals in a sense.

Jesus to Peter: I said I would give you the keys to the kingdom.  Did I make a mistake?
Peter’s response:   v. 17  Jesus, you know all things.  You know how much I love you!!!!

Jesus:  Feed my sheep.  Peter to be a shepherd/elder, as would John.

Jesus’ question to you today?  Do you love me?  Do you REALLY love me?

Jesus instruction to you today?  Feed my sheep.  Take care of those who are saved and those who might eventually be saved.

That is the “Great commission” to Peter and John.

Then, his heart wrenched  (v. 18), Jesus tells Peter how he will die.  Jesus:  You will die a martyr.   Note: this was almost certainly written after Peter died (v. 19)
 
v. 19 Jesus’ final words to Peter (in this gospel)  Well then, follow me (to the cross)
Note: Peter was crucified in Rome, acc to tradition, upside down.

John 21:20-23

John is clearing up a misunderstanding in the church about this event.

V. 21   Lord, I will be crucified.  What about John?

Jesus’ response is surprising.  Almost harsh.  Mind your own business.  What does it matter?  Again: Follow me.   To us:   Follow me.

Apparently, this story got out.  By the time John writes, Peter has been crucified.  John is clearing up a misconception/rumor.  No, Jesus did not say I would stay alive until his return.  He simply refused to answer the question.

John 21:24-25   I should know.  I was there when it happened!!!

We are left with this:  Jesus did and said a lot of things, but “these were written that you might believe, and, by believing and by knowing him (this is eternal life: to Know God and to know his only Son, Jesus Christ), 
And if you are born again of the water and the Spirit.
And if you abide in Him,
And if you eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of Man.
And if you lift him up…
And if you follow Him.
you will have life in his name.

Do you believe in Jesus?       Then obey his Word.
Do you love Jesus?  Then feed his sheep.
Do you know Jesus?  Then follow him to the cross.
