Deuteronomy II   Love the Lord Your God
Review: Deuteronomy means, literally second Law.  It is a second reading of the Law of Moses.
Deuteronomy stresses the idea of covenant and, specifically covent-loyalty.
The Hebrew word for this is hesed.  God is making a covenant of mutual love, faithfulness—of loyalty—both with Israel as a group, and with the individual Israelites.
God is loyal to his covenant, and he wants us to be loyal to him.
Theme verse in Deuteronomy.  The “shema.”  Deut 6:4-5 (and 10:12-13)
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your strength.
Deuteronomy consists of three kinds of material:
Law
Story   It is the story of Deliverance,  Guidance through the Wilderness, Rebellion, learning to rely on God, and Preparing to Enter. Theology through story. 
Exhortation   Like Hebrews, there are many exhortations for how to live in the kingdom of God, and how to make it to the Promised Land
The setting:  Forty years of wandering are completed.   The entire first generation of those who experienced the Passover, the Exodus, the crossing of the Red Sea and the receiving of the Law at Sinai have died.    Why?  Because of their unbelief—because of their disobedience.  (Heb 3:17-19)  Israel is encamped on the northern fringe of Moab, overlooking the Dead Sea, with the hills of Judea on the other side.  Right on the verge of the Promised Land.
Deut 1:6-18  Here, Moses takes them back to Horeb.  You have spent enough time preparing to enter.  Now it is time to enter the Promised Land.
v. 7 “Break camp and advance.”   v. 7 God says, “See, I have given you this land.”
But before they advance, he appoints leaders of 1000, 100, 50, and 10.
Deut 1:19-46  Rather than trust God, they send spies to check out the land.  We need to make sure we have the resources and, can, logically, beat these guys.
v. 26-28 God had told them to go up and take possession of the Land.   Do not be afraid.
The people say, no, we will not go up!  It is too hard.
It is worth noting that taking the Promised Land is both a command and a promise.  We are told to take the land.  And we are promised that we will have the Land.  
Q: Why should they be confident?  V. 30  Because God is going before them.  He is preparing the way. (like he did when they left Egypt).  Again, theology through story.
Deut 3:26-29  God to Moses:  You can look at the land from Mt. Pisgah, but you may not enter it (because you struck the rock rather than speaking to the rock)
With Deut 4 the book really begins. Moses’ first speech. 
Deut 4:1-8  Pay careful attention to this Law.  Do not add to it or take away from it. 
For what nation is there like Israel, who has their gods near them as the Lord YHWH is near us, whenever we pray to him.
Deut 4:9-14   Be very careful and watch yourselves not to forget what God had done for them.
For them:  It was what he had done at Horeb.  This need to repent is a large part of why we take the Lord’s Supper weekly.
Q: What is it that God wants you to remember that he has done for you?
What did God save you from?  What has he done in your life?  Was this because of your awesomeness?
v. 12  For them:  Remember—it was only a voice. God takes no form.  Therefore, do not make any idols.  Theology through story.
The rest of the chapter is a strong admonition against idolatry, as well as instructions about sanctuary cities.
Deut 5  A re-reading of the Law—specifically of the Ten Commandments.  (Ch 12-26 is a re-reading of the entire Mosaic Law.)
This is an expanded version of Deut 6:4-5  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind and strength, and Leviticus 19:18 Love your neighbor as yourself.  It is a pre-reading of Matthew 22:37-40.
The “Decalogue.”
The first 5:  Love the Lord your God.
No other gods.
No images.
Do not use God’s name in empty promises and oaths.
Observe the Sabbath
Children: Obey your parents as they obey God.
The second 5:  Love your neighbor
Do not murder
Do not commit adultery
Do not steal
Do not give false witness about another
Do not set your heart on your neighbor’s possessions.
v. 8  On idolatry, God says, “I am a jealous God.”  God says this five times in Deuteronomy.
Why is God a “jealous” God.  Because he has passionately loved us.  He has a covenant relationship with us.  He has betrothed himself to us.  He expects the same in return.  
Illustration:  Marriage!
When LeBron James moved from Cleveland to Miami, did the fans in Cleveland have a right to be jealous?
v. 9 I will punish to the third or even the fourth generation of those who go after other gods.  “Our idolatry will rebound on ensuing generations” J. G. McConville.
This does NOT contradict Ezekiel 18:4-20 in which God tells us that the son will not share the guilt of his father, and neither will the father bear the guilt of the sin of his son.  This is about eternal consequences.   Deut 5:8 is about the consequences of sin in this life.
But note:  God’s mercy is greater than his anger.  His covenant love, his hesed says, “but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.
Deut 5:15  Here, Sabbath is not connected with God resting on the seventh day from his work (Exodus 20:11).  It is a celebration of and a reminder of the fact that we were freed from slavery.  We are free from the obligation of law.  If Jesus sets you free, you are free indeed (Gal 5:1).  So, let us celebrate that and not be enslaved to working, even for God.  Let us celebrate our salvation, not trying to earn it!
In Deuteronomy Sabbath is about celebration.  Its theme and purpose is similar to that of the Jubilee Year.  Not rest from working, per se, but rest from works salvation—from working in order to be saved.
Deut 6 is our main passage this morning.  Ch 4 was about story.  Remember…
Ch 5 was about Law.  Ch 6 is about exhortations.
Deut 6:1-3  v. 1  These are the laws God told me to deliver to you.
Exhortation/Admonition:  Now “observe” (ie. Obey) that it may go well with you…
Hear and Obey.
God:  I desperately want to bless you.  What do parents want for their children?  That is exactly what God wants for us.  V. 3 “that it may go well with you, and that you may increase greatly, physically, spiritually, and numerically!
Deut 6:4-9  Then, bottom line, here is what you need to do.
The Shema’.  Shema means hear.  Our theme verse.   Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your  soul and with all your strength.
Ehad Yahweh Elohenu Yaweh Yisrael Shema
One God our one God YHWH Israel Hear!!!
If we could only do this, then we would observe hesed—that familial, covenantal loyal love.  
Deut 6:4-5 is the language of covenant loyalty (J. G. McConville)
Deuteronomy: Covenant-based loyalty/love is expressed through 1. gratitude for his deliverance from slavery to sin, and through 2. Hearing and obeying his commands.
Repeat 3z   This is our lesson for today!!!!
v. 6 “are to be on your hearts” can be translated.  “These instructions I am giving you today you must know by heart.” Memorize the Scripture.  Quote the Scripture.  Put it on your mirror.
Impress them on your children.  Talk about them.  Have God’s words always on your lips in every situation.  
In our fellowship, let’s talk about what we are reading and learning!
When we talk (not just text!!!), let’s ask about and talk about our QTs.
Should we take Deut 6:8-9 literally?  The Jews did and some still do!  Phylacteries 
Deut 6:10-12  And remember.   Deuteronomy is like a broken record here (do young people even know what that means?)
God has prepared a place for you.  An Edenic garden.  Your place is already prepared.   The work is already done.  John 14:2 My Father’s house has many rooms.  I have already prepared a place for you!!!!
But here, as always is the problem.  As soon as we acquire what God has prepared for us, we forget!!!
v. 12  Therefore, do not forget!!!!  DO NOT FORGET what God has done.
v. 13-15 mentions God’s jealousy again. Skip.
Deut 6:16-26  Remind them of the great deeds God has done, for others and for yourself.
v. 16  Do NOT do what they did at Massah (when they said no, we won’t go in and take possession of the land).  When God says break camp and advance…
v. 20  Why all these laws?  Why such an intense call to discipleship?  Why is God so concerned with our commitment to him?
Again, it is about hesed.    V. 21 We were slaves in Egypt.”
God has already fulfilled all of his promises (already but not yet, but…)
v. 24  That is how you will remember to obey.  That is how you will continue to fear God.
v. 25  That will be our righteousness.  Our faithfulness, our hesed.
Summary:
We need to remind ourselves regularly of the great things God has done for the church here in Merced and in our own lives.
God is a jealous God who does not tolerate other gods in our lives, but that is because of his intense and loyal covenant love for us—he expectus us to reciprocate that love..
The greatest command is Hear This.  We are to love the one God wilh all our heart, soul and strength.  
Our covenant love is expressed through gratitude for our God’s deliverance, and through our hearing and obeying his commandments.
To do this, we must remember!

